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matipn,  have  induced  the  Publisher  to  reprint  il 
in  this  cily.  Though  the  worli  was  originaily  in- 
tended for  the  use  of  the  Young  Ladies  educated 
10  the  famous  Ursuline  Convent,  in  the  city  of 
Cork  ;  yet  many  editions  of  il  quickly  succeeded 
each  other,  hoth  in  Dublin  and  in  London :  a  foci 
which  alone  bespeaks  its  worth ;  and  a  mere 
perusal  of  the  table  of  its  contents,  will  shoT, 
that  no  hook  of  the  same  kind,  contains  a  greater 
amount  of  pious  and  useful  reading.  The  Pub. 
IJ^er  has  the  si  <isfaction  lo  slate  that  no  paias 
KHVe  been  sparei  to  adapt  the  Work  to  the  pe- 
culiar circumsUu  ^s  of  this  country,  and  ihal  it 
comes  before  the  public  with  strung  claims  no 
their  attention.  It  lias  been  carefully  revised  hy 
the  Very  Reverend  Divme  whose  name  apjeani 
in  the  title  page,  and  is  approved  of  by  the  £pin> 
ttial  Authority  of  this  Diocess. 
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Tbosi  W  to  have  made  the  human  mirul  the  ot>- 
jent  of  tl.eir  peculiar  study,  unanimously  allow,  that 
nothing  contributes  so  materially  to  the  happineaa 
of  society  as  a  christian  and  welWirected  system  of 
education  for  youth.  This  has  ever  been  looked  upon 
as  a  public  concern,  a  subject  of  universal  interest ; 
because,  geneially  speaking,  the  early  impressions 
inade  on  Ihe  minds  of  children,  are  those  which  they 
longest  retain ;  and  the  habits  to  which  they  are  formed 
in  youth,  are  thoie  in  which  they  persevere.  The 
greatest  and  most  enlightened  Doctors  of  the  Ghotoh, 
sensible  that  &ulls  are  corrected,  and  virtue  ineulca- 
ted,  with  more  than  ordinary  facility  and  success  in 
youth,  have  considered  the  cultivation  of  young  minds 
as  closely  connected  with  the  glory  of  God,  and  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  temporal  and  eternal  happiness 
of  mankind.  On  that  account,  the  greatest  men  wei« 
remarkable  for  their  leal  in  catechizing  and  instruct- 
ing children.  Many  devoted  their  time  and  talents, 
not  only  to  the  religious  instruction  of  youth,  but  like- 
wise to  their  education,  that  the  .  system  pursued 
therein  may  not  interfere  with  their  more  important 
interests ;  others  successfully  exerted  themselves  in 
providing  estabhshments,  wherein  young  persons  may 
kcquire  profane  science,  useful  knowledge,  aiut  ao- 
oomplisbments  suitable  to  their  future  prospects, 
without  any  risk  of  losing  their  innocence  and  piety ; 
a  danger  always  attendant  on  any  system  of  pubUa 
ednoslion  whit  h  i^  not  fomided  on  leli^n,  conductoi 
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1^  religion,  an{I  directed  to  religion.  Of  pjrt  initiM 
for  Btuining  education,  similar  to  thosn  i>rovide<)  b; 
tlie  pious  and  the  learned  for  the  youth  of  past  gene- 
rations, are,  by  the  providence  of  Got,  within  tlie 
reach  of  the  youth  of  the  present  day.  There  are 
now,  as  there  were  formerly,  multitudes  instructed 
and  educated  in  religious  seminaries,  whose  piety  in 
their  progress  tlirou^  life,  appears  to  be  solid  and  en- 
lightened; whose  minds  are  cultivated  and  formed; 
whose  hearts  are  filled  with  the  meekness  and  charity 
of  Jeaus  Christ;  and  who  exhibit  striking  evidences 
of  the  fruits  which  may  naturally  be  expected  from  a 
leligiuuB  education.  ' 

Unfortunately,  however,  there  exists  a  strong  anti- 
pathy to  a  religious  education,  founded  on  a  miscon- 
ception of  its  object,  and  tending  materidly  to  limit  ita 
advantages  to  much  the  smallest  portion  of  society. 
This  prejudice  originates  in  the  erroneous  idea  enter- 
tained by  many,  that  this  species  of  education  is  con- 
fined to  such  subjects  as  regard  religion  alone  ;  that  it 
excludes  the  sciences,  and  most  branches  of  iiberaS 
education ;  and  that,  being  incompatible  with  orna- 
mental accomplishments  and  elegant  manners,  it  is 
consequently  better  calculated  to  disqualify  than  to 
prepare  any  young  lady  for  society.  Such  opinions 
are  unfounded;  they  are  entertained  only  by  those 
who  have  no  knowledge  of  the  system  pursued  in 
conferring  a  christian  education.  In  that  system, 
religion,  it  is  true,  is  always,  as  it  should  be,  the  first 
object  kept  in  view  ;  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
duties  &nd  obligations  of  a  christian  ia  imparted  to 

Jouth ;  a  deep  ^nscoi  the  necessity  of  anting  on  that 
nowfedgo,  by  the  oonslantdisohorge  of  those  tbliga- 
lions,  is  unpre:)sed  on  their  minds ;  and  those  aie  held 
up  to  theni  uuformly  as  the  most  necessary,  thi^  most 
valoable  and  useful  of  all  acquirements ;  aathe  siijrce 
of  tine  enjoyraenta  here,  and  the  only  foundatiot.  foi 
hoping  eternal  enjoyments  hereafter.  But  that  diw^ 
not  pie*«Dt  due  attention  being  paid  to  every  bitukoh 
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U  edaoation,  and  to  every  accompli^hnient  whi^ 
lliOBld  epter  into  the  system  of  a  young  lady's  edao»- 
tioB.  It  is  not  a  little  to  be  lamented  that  this  truth 
is  not  more  generally  understood  or  believed,  by  those 
who  naturally  desire  to  facilila.te  the  studies  of  theli 
children ;  for  experience  has  proved  the  necessity  and 
the  utility  of  accompanying  the  education  of  youth 
with  religious  instructioTi.  It  has  proved,  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  to  instruct  children  thoroughly  in  the 
principles  of  the  christian  doctrine,  and  the  truths 
and  maxims  of  the  gospel ;  to  teach  them  to  apply 
those  truths  to  themselves,  znd  to  make  them  the  liile 
of  their  conduct,  is  an  excellent  method  of  facilitating 
their  progress  in  other  pursuits,  and  in  a  great  measure 
of  insuring  their  success.  For,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
blessing  which  the  Almighty  always  gives  to  such 
studies  as  children  are  taught  by  religion  to  consecrate 
to  his  service,  and  to  sanctify  by  the  mnocenoe  of  theii 
lires,  how  could  it  be  expected  that  yonng  persons 
would  persevere  in  restrMning  the  levity,  and  conquer- 
ing the  sloth  and  inapplication  of  early  years,  so  far  as 
is  necessary  for  succeeding  in  their  studies,  if  not 
stimulated  by  a  strong  sense  of  duty  ?  Beside,  this  pre- 
caution becomes  particularly  requisite  with  regard  to 
female  youth,  for  every  one  who  baa  any  experience 
concerning  them  knows,  that  unless  religious  instruc- 
tion teach  them  early  the  comparative  insignificance 
of  human  acquirements,  and  fill  their  hearts  with  tha 
fear  and  love  of  God,  it  will  be  very  unsafe  to  fill  theii 
heads  with  mere  worldly  knowledge. 

In  fact,  the  little  attention  paid  to  young  ladies  in 
this  respect,  is  the  primary  cause  of  the  vanity,  levity, 
extravagance,  neglect  of  duty,  and  unchristian  lives  of 
many  young  persons,  who  certainly  received  a  liberal, 
utd  otherwise  jufKcious  education.  In  the  course  of 
that  education,  great  care,  constant  attention,  instruc- 
don  of  all  kinds  were  perhaps  lavished  on  them,  and 
the  Btmost  pains  were  taken  to  render  them  amiable 
tad  accomplish  id  members  of  soeietH '  but  ia  TUBr 
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WhyMt  Because feli^ouainsniction, and  Bcomin- 
nal  application  of  its  principles  to  tneir  condu'it  in  earij 
life,  did  not  enter  into  the  system  of  their  education. 
So  insensible  ate  the  generality  of  young  pfiratM 
under  such  circumstances  to  their  own  real  interesta, 
that  they  seldom  co-operate  with  the  exertions  of  theii 
teachers,  and  consequently  those  exertions  seldom 
Bucceed.     Little  acquainted  with  a  truth,  which  reli- 

Sious  instruction  renders  familiar  to  its  pupils,  thai 
isappointments  and  aiflictions  are  the  ordinary  por- 
tion of  mortals  in  their  progress  through  life,  they  long 
for  the  expiration  of  their  school  days,  and  will  not  be 
persuaded  that  they  are,  in  reality,  me  most  peaceful, 
the  happiest,  and  even  the  most  precious  of  their  lives. 
If  they  do  not  actually  lose  their  time,  their  attention 
is, chiefly  directed  to  such  branches  of  education  aa 
they  consider  most  otAamsntal ;  and  they  neglect  the 
less  shining,  but  more  valuable  acquirements,  which 
are  indispensable  in  a  woman.  The  time  allotted  to 
their  studies  expires,  without  their  having  well  com- 
menced them ; — they  return  home  little  acqudnted 
with  their  duties  to  God,  to  society,  and  to  themselves, 
and  still  less  disposed  to  fullil  them ;  accomplished, 
perhaps,  but  not  educated,  and  particularly  ill-qualified 
to  discharge  the  useful  and  responsible  duties  of  so- 
ciety, which  are  the  birthright  of  women.  Those 
evils,  which  are  nothing  when  compared  to  subso- 
qaent  misfortunes,  may  evidently  he  traced  to  the 
It  of  a  religious  education ; — for,  as  the  Scripture 


But  how  different  is  the  conduct  of  those  who  are 
blessed  by  Providence  with  a  religious  education ! 
Being  early  instructed  concerning  the  obligations  con- 
tracted by  their  baptism,  the  great  end  of  tlieir  crea- 
tion, and  the  principles  of  their  religion  in  genera! ; 
and  moreover  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
living  according  to  the  maxims  of  the  gospel,  in  ordei 
to  insure  tiieir  salvation,  Ihey  are  generally  disposed 


to  Mt  ft  high  value  on  every  opportunity  of  acquiring 
raligiouB  inatruction.  Beside,  diligence  in  Btndy  hokts 
■uch  a  diDtingaished  tank  among  their  important 
duties,  that  it  renders  the  otherwise  thorny  path  of 
earning  a  s-veet  and  pleasing  one  to  them.  It  seldom 
happens,  that  a  few  years,  thus  devoted  to  the  pursuit 
of  virtue  and  useful  knowledge,  fail  in  forming  the 
minds  of  young  persona  to  the  love  of  both;  their 
whole  time  heing  divided  between  religious  duties  and 
necessary  relaxation,  they  contract  an  early  habit  of 
being  always  profitably  occupied.  They  imbibe  the 
spirit  ot  sincere  piety,  which  not  only  teaches  them 
«  hat  their  duties  are,  but  how  to  place  their  greatest 
Biiisfdi-tiijn  in  discharging  those  duties  faithfully. 
They  gr'idually  correct  their  taidts,  Mid  even  practise 
virtue  in  such  a  manner  as  would  do  credit  to  more 
matured  age.  They  almost  forget  that  there  are  any 
other  amusements  or  pleasures  than  those  innocent 
enjojTnetits  within  their  reach;  and  are  so  perfectly 
sensible  of  the  utility  of  school  restraint,  that  they 
generally  anticipate  their  emancipation  from  it  with 
the  deepest  regret. 

Thus  the  ^ood  seed  frequently  produces  such 
speedy  fruits  in  young  persons,  as  give  the  moat  en- 
couraging hopes  of  their  becoming  models  of  virtue 
lo  society,  the  consolation  and  ornament  of  their  fami- 
lies ;  and  perhaps  instrumental  to  the  salvation  of 
many  by  their  good  example. 

Another  of  the  many  groundless  objections  made  to 
religious  education  is,  tha": its  pleasing  fruits  are  often 
nippei  in  the  bud,  and  that  some  young  persons,  who 
received  a  Tcry  christian  education,  ate  observed  to  hn 
as  aoxiously  devoted  to  the  world  and  its  vanities,  aa 
those  who  know  nothing  of  religion. 

Unhappily  there  have  been  individuals  whose  eon- 
duct  justified  such  remarks ;  but,  considering  the  fatal 
influence  of  bad  example,  bad  company,  ridicule,  and 
all  the  other  tenptations  that  assail  young  persons  in 
fociet;f  it  is  a  wonderful  proof  of  the  effect  of  nli- 


oyGooglc 


gioiu  inatniotioD,  that  such  instances  aie  few.     Ocnt 

parttfiveiy  speaking,  il  is  certain,  that  they  are  few— 
BO  few,  as  to  leave  it  still  an  undeniable  tnilh,  that  a 
good  education  is  seldom  so  totally  thrown  away  at 
(hat,  sooner  or  later,  its  fruils  do  not  appear.  Those 
young  persona  who  were  religiously  educated,  yet 
whom  false  maxims,  or  pernicious  example,  had  en- 
gpa^d  Co  imitate  the  follies  of  worldlings,  seldom  per< 
slst  in  stifling  the  remorse  caused  in  their  hearts,  by 
the  opposition  between  their  consciences  and  theii 
conduct.  They  are  carried  away  for  a  time,  but  often, 
dirough  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  bias  their  minda 
so  eatiy  received,  with  no  worse  effect  than  to  super- 
add the  lessons  of  their  own  experience  to  those  of 
early  instruction.  They  were  often  told  that  tho 
pleasures  of  virtue  are  the  only  real  pleasures ;  thai 
Ehoae  of  the  world  are  empty  and  bitter  ;  that  the  ful- 
filjnent  of  duty  is  the  road  to  contentment,  and  that 
seiving  the  world  is  purchasing  insipid  enjoyment  at 
a  very  dear  rate.  They  perceive,  some  sooner,  some 
later,  but  almost  all  perceive  at  last,  that  those 
maxims  are  truths,  and  then  it  is  that  they  recall  and 
resolve  to  act  on  the  salutary  instructions  of  theit 
youth.  There  have  been  some,  it  is  true,  who  un 
fortunately  persevered,  even  to  the  evening  of  life, 
in  their  ungrateful  abuse  of  the  graces  conferred  in  a 
religious  education ;  but  even  those  have  been  known 
to  prove  on  the  bed  of  death,  by  their  contrition  and 
sincere  return  to  their  Creator,  Ihat  the  fear  of  God, 
which  they  had  early  imbibed,  had  not  completely 
lost  its  influence,  nor  the  virtuous  impressions  made 
on  them  by  a  good  education  had  been  entirely  effa- 
ced. However,  those  are  graces  due  to  none,  and 
feast  deserved  1^  those  who  most  presumptuously 
depend  on  them.  The  danger  of  abusing  so  great  an 
advantage  as  a  religious  education,  should  ever  be 
present  to  the  minds  of  those  who  receive  it,  and 
•timulale  them  to  acquire  such  a  store  of  virtue  in 
eir  Touth,  as  may  strengthen  them  to  ifsist  the 
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■hugerc  they  hare  to  encounter  iu  after-life.  TliB 
■lluremencs  of  the  world  are  dangerous  to  ail,botaie 
particularly  to  be  (Ireaded  for  females,  wlio  seldom 
possess  sufRcient  lirmness  to  resist  example,  and  who 
frequently  from  their  cradle  manifest  a  love  of  the 
world,  of  extravagance  and  show,  with  a  passion  foi 
pleasure  and  endless  variety — dangerous  propensities, 
thai,  lii  isorue  young  persons  appear  quite  destroyed, 
but  afterwards  prove  -to  have  been  only  dormant,  from 
the  absence  of  objects  and  occasions  calculated  to 
louse  them.  It  becomes  their  duty  in  particular,  to 
remejnber  their  Creator  in  the  days  of  lAeir  ^outh 
befifre  the  time  of  affliction  come ;  to  endeavour  to  cor- 
rect the  faults  inherent  in  their  characters ;  to  profit 
of  the  blessings  of  a  religious  education ;  to  guard 
gainst  inapplieation  while  at  school,  and  to  avoid,  at 
their  departure,  inconstancy,  iu  the  virtuous  habilfl 
they  have  acquired. 

Those  being  the  great  evils  which  sometimes  tend 
lo  prevent  the  good  effects  of  the  best  education,  thn 
object  of  this  work  is  to  assist  youth  in  guarding 
against  them — to  lead  them  early  into  the  path  of 
piety,  and  enabJe  them  to  persevere  m  that  patfi  du- 
ring life.  The  young  persons  for  whom  The  Unu- 
ItTie  Manaid  is  expressly  intended,  will  perceive  that 
it  is  nothing  more  than  a  collection  of  dieir  ordinary 
Devotions,  with  the  addition  of  such  spiritual  exer 
cises  as  they  may  require  on  extraordinary  occasions , 
which  will  prevent  the  necessity  of  multiplying  Pray- 
er Books.  The  preparation  for  approaching  the 
Sacraments,  in  particular,  is  explicit  and  detailed ;  to 
give  them  all  the  instruction  they  require  for  the  due 
performance  of  such  solemn  duties;  and  to  impress 
them  with  a  just  idea  of  their  importance.  The  other 
abridged  instructions  comprised  in  this  volume  will, 
it  is  hoped,  refresh  and  invigorate  the  impression* 
•Iriiady  made,  and  from  the  brevity  of  their  form  ba 
leu  easily  forgotten  than  the  more  ampie  ones  luukllf 
giTeo  on  those  important  points. 
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As  rerjr  few  prayers  enter  into  the  iVBtem  luj 
down  for  Iheb:  conduct  during  the  period  of  their  edu- 
cation, for  the  purpose  of  leaving  more  leisure  for  at- 
tending to  their  studies  and  aCtainingthe several endi 
for  which  they  are  placed  at  school,  it  becomes  par- 
ticularly incumbent  on  them  to  sanctify  these  studies, 
ind  aof,  to  allow  whim  or  caprice  to  infiuence  theit 
conduct  in  the  discharge  or  neglect  of  l'„ui  scbool 
duties,  lesl  the  habits  of  sloth  oi  indifference  whicb 
&ej  then  indulge,  may  predispose  their  minds  foi 
much  more  serious  omissions  in  the  weighty  avoca- 
tions of  after-life.  Their  principal  efforts  then  should 
tend  to  the  attainment  of  piety,  and  the  acquiring  of 
a  certain  solidity  of  character,  which  is  founded  on 
good  sense,  and  directly  opposite  to  the  fickleness, 
affectation,  Mid  false  tunidiy,  which  make  many 
young  ladies  appear  almost  fools,  whom  nature  did 
not  intend  for  such. 

Solid  information  and  the  improvement  of  theit 
minds  are  the  next  objects  to  be  kept  in  view.  They 
should  always  recollect  that,  after  the  pleasures  de- 
rived from  virtue,  those  to  be  found  in  the  pursuit  of 
Imowledge,  are  the  purest  and  most  worthy  of  a  ra- 
tionaJ  bemg.  Stiidv  improves  the  memory,  forms  the 
judgment,  and  if  diligently  and  judiciously  pursued, 
will  give  them  such  resources  in  their  own  minds,  aa 
will  render  them  in  after-life  independent  of  idle  vi  ' 


necessary  to  some  young  ladies.  In  labouring  to  cul- 
tivate their  rabds,  they  should  endeavour  to  imitate 
those  great  ornaments  of  their  ses,  whose  knowledge 
kept  pace  with  their  sanctity — such  as  St.  Catharine 
of  Alexandria,  St.  Catharine  of  Sienna,  &c.  The 
exampie  of  the  former,  in  particular,  who  is  thePgt- 
loness  of  many  celebrated  schools,  should  direct  young 
persons  in  the  pursuit  of  learning,  and  also  ir  the  nM 
to  be  made  of  menial  aequiremenls.  From  hei  ho- 
militj,  meekness,  diffidence  in  herself,  and  contempt 
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for  all  worldly  learning,  when  compareil  wilh  the  mott 
trifiing  improvement  in  virtue,  they  will  peroeive  the 
folly  of  setting  gieat  value  on  their  acquiremenls,  ind 
«(ill  more  of  ma^ng  an  ostentatious  show  of  each  is» 
eouices  in  conversation  or  otherwise.  That  ridicu- 
lous method  of  shining  would  never  be  adopted  by 
yoong  kdies,  could  they  be  convinced  that  it  producM 
an  effect  directly  contrary  to  their  intentions.  In 
aiming  at  an  exhihition  of  the  extent  of  theii  know- 
ledge, they  frequently  show  only  its  limits — and,  at  all 
events,  prove  that  their  conceptions  of  science  in 
geneiaJ  must  be  very  narrow,  when  they  so  mucb 
overraie  theii  own  trifling  aeqairements. 

The  general  vocation  of  christians  is,  to  live  in 
the  world — to  sanctify  themselves  in  the  world — and 
to  do  good  in  the  world  according  to  their  abilitiea. 
Therefore  young  persons  should  not  forget  to  foim 
their  manners,  and  to  qualify  themselves  in  every 
other  respect  for  mixing  in  society.  The  manners  of 
those  who  profess  piety,  contribute  materially  to 
render  it  attractive  or  repulsive  in  the  eyes  of'the 
generality  of  persons  who  judge  only  by  appearances. 
Gentleness,  forbearance,  condescension,  deference  for 
others,  and  foi^etfulnese  of  self,  are  the  dictates  of 
charity,  which  is  genuine  politeness,  and  therefore 
■hould  be  observable  in  every  christian's  exterior 
comportment.  The  elegant  manners,  and  all  the 
forma  and  ceremonies  of  refined  society,  should  not 
be  neglected,  provided  they  do  not  degenerate  intjj 
fliose  extravagant  compliments,  which  have  neither 
sense  nor  sincerity.  This  polish  is  by  no  means  in- 
compatible witli  the  spirit  of  religion,  as  is  proved  by 
the  example  of  many  great  saints,  who,  though  moat 
accomplished  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  were  not  on 
that  account  less  pleanmg  in  the  sight  of  God. 

The  period  of  leaving  school  is  peculiarly  critic*], 
even  for  those  young  persons  who  had  conducted 
themselves  with  most  piety,  and  profiled  in  every  re- 
ipect  of  the  advantages  they  enjoyed  m  the  couna 
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of  their  educatioii.  The  libertywhichthen  succeeds 
to  restraint — and  their  intercourse  with  such  a  variety 
of  charaeteis,  whose  principles  differ  materially  from 
those  they  have  been  accustomed  to  consider  as  tho 
only  safe  guides  for  their  conduct,  sometimes  effect 
a  greater  change  in  a  few  months,  than  would  be  ex- 
pected after  a  ^pse  of  years.  St  Augustine  says  of 
himself  that,  "having  been  recalled  home  from  his 
■Indies  at  sixteen  years  of  age,  vices  began  to  sprina 
np  in  his  heart  like  briers  in  a  neglected  ground,  and 
&iat  they  multiplied,  because  there  was  no  discreet 
hand  to  pluck  them  out."  Those  young  persons  who 
wonld  be  sorry  to  say  the  same  from  experience,  and 
thus  to  lose  the  happy  fruits  of  their  early  efforts  in 
the  service  of  God,  ought  to  follow  the  advice  of  St. 
Francis  of  Sales,  who  counseia  "  a  christian  to  enter 
the  world  with  great  fear,  to  live  in  it  with  great 
watchfulness,  and  to  guard  against  the  poisonous  in- 
fection of  its  air,  by  the  strong  antidotes  of  serious 
reflection  and  devout  prayer."  They  should  serious- 
ly reflect,  before  they  leave  school,  on  the  graces 
they  received  during  their  residence  there,  and  dwell 
particularly  on  the  fruits  that  will  be  expected  from 
those  graces.  It  is  to  give  them  leisure  for  those  re- 
flections, and  to  dispose  their  niinds,  by  prayer,  for 
profiting  of  them,  that,  in  several  religious  seminaries, 
a  short  retreat  is  appointed  for  those  who  have  finish- 
ed their  studies,  and  ar"  about  to  return  home.  That 
retreat  is  a  last  and  very  great  grace  annexed  to  th^ir 
idigious  education,  of  which  they  should  endeavour 
to  profit,  by  giving  their  undivided  attention  to  the 
means  prescribed  for  going  through  it  fervently,  and 
endeavouring  particularly  to  draw  from  the  reflections 
of  those  few  days,  three  very  necessary  dispositions 
for  persons  who  are  on  the  eve  of  entering  the  world. 
First,  a  holy  fear  of  its  dangers ;  because  those  dan- 
gers will  never  be  sufficiently  guarded  against,  if  thej 
be  not  fcincerely  dreaded — secondly,  the  utmost  diffr 
deuce  in  their  own  strength,  knowing  that  the  least  of 
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those  dangers  to  which  they  are  about  to  be  exposed, 
would  bo  sufficient  to  overturn  their  good  purposes,  if 
they  are  loft  to  themselves — lastly,  a  livdy  and  flrm 
confidence  in  God,  who  is  just  as  weE  able  to  pre- 
serve them  m  the  world,  as  he  was  to  save  Lot  from 
the  fire  of  Sodora,  and  the  Hebrew  children  from  the 
corruption  of  Babylon. 

With  regiud  to  the  line  of  conduct  which  young 
persons  should  pursue  after  their  return  home,  it 
should  be  the  result  of  serious  reflection  on  that  posi- 
tive declaration  of  our  Lord,  that  no  one  can  terve 
(too  maatera ;  that  is,  no  one  can  conciliate  the  idle, 
useless  pursuits  of  too  many  persons  in  the  world, 
with  the  service  of  God ;  Uierefore  they  must  ex- 
pect to  hear,  on  all  sides  the  maxims  of  the  world, 
which  are  as  corrupt  and  wicked  as  their  author,  the 
Prince  of  darkness,  without  being  influenced  by  any 
of  them  so  far  as  to  depart  from  the  maxims  of  the 

rpel,  on  which  they  knom  thoy  are  l«  be  judged, 
a  word,  they  must  make  an  open  profession  of 
piety,  and  act  consistently  with  that  profession — that, 
is,  they  must  give  that  good  example  which  the  world 
itself  expects  from  those  who  are  weU  instructed. 
Por  this  end,  it  would  be  advisable  for  young  persons 
to  call  to  mind  that  short  rule  for  attaining  eternal 
salvation,  which  their  Catechism  points  out  from  the 
Scripture,  viz. :  to  avoid  evil  and  do  good.  It  is  ne- 
cessary to  avoid  evil,  that  is,  su^  and  all  occasions  of 
sin.  It  would  be  melancholy,  mdeed,  if  young  per- 
sons left  a  semioary  of  piety,  without  that  smcere 
horror  of  sin,  which  would  ui^  them  to  avoid,  with 
the  utmost  care,  every  thought^  word,  and  action, 
evidently  sinful ;  but  the  occasionB  of  sin,  unfortu- 
nately so  numerous  in  the  world,  are  much  to  be 
dreaded  by  youth,  oa  account  of  their  great  inex- 
perience, and  consequent  inabihty  fo  detect  the  snarea 
which  are  laid  for  them,  or  to  discern  the  fatal  end  to 
which  a  flowery  path  so  often  leads.  But  however 
inexperiencedtheymaybeinmanyrespccts,  they  will 


.;  3,  Google 


raqaire  noddng  more  than  the  voice  of  tonseience  tc 
decide  that  the  following  ate  dangerous  occastona  cj 
am,  which  every  young  lady  should  paiticulariy  re- 
solve to  avoid. 

First,  loieneM,  which  the  Scripture  says  ftnj  taught 
muck  evil.  It  is  natural  enough  for  yoong  personj, 
immediately  after  leaving  school,  to  indulge  in  a  little 
teliixatian  from  the  strict  order  and  regularity  of  syi- 
tem  to  whieh  they  had  been  accustomed :  but  it  id  & 
common  BJtifice  of  the  enemy  to  persuade  them,  that 
this  relasation  may  extend  to  their  spiritual  duties — 
that  the  Sacraments  may  be  deferred,  and  whole  days 
spent  in  absolute  idleness.  Those  who  listen  to  that 
BuggestioD,  will  soon  experience  its  bad  effects — a 
relish  for  idleness,  and  a  disgust  for  occupation,  will 
insensibly  steal  upon  their  hearts,  and  if  the;  do  not 
pDt  a  stop  to  (be  growing  evU  by  early  and  punctual 
attention  to  their  religious  duties,  and  a  speedy  regu- 
lation of  their  time,  they  will  soon  feel  the  truth  of 
St.  Bernard's  words,  that  "idleness  is  the  sink  of 
all  temptations — the  mother  of  foUy — the  death  of 
the  soul,  and  the  receptacle  of  all  evil." 

The  second  occasion  of  sin  to  be  avoided  is,  bad 
company,  and  indiscrimijiate  friendships. — Bad  com- 
pany is  so  evidently  injurious,  that  no  yoiuig  person, 
who  fears  God,  should  expose  her  salvation  by  vol- 
untarily, associating  with  any  one  whose  morals  aie 
known  to  be  questionable.  St.  Teresa  says  of  her 
self,  that  a  vain  female  cousin,  and  another  youna 
person,  engaged  in  all  the  vanities  of  the  world,  with 
iriiom  she  associated  in  her  youth,  eHected  such  a 
change  in  her  principles  and  conduct,  as  to  leave  aa 
trace  of  the  virtuous  impressions  she  had  rwieived 
in  the  convei.i  where  she  was  educated.     If  bad  coai- 

£  my  had  suih  intluence  on  that  great  saint,  who  was 
istinguished  from  her  early  years  by  solid  virtiie, 
sound  sense,  and  great  abhorrence  of  the  shadow  of 
evil,  how  much  mure  injurious  will  it  prove  to  tliOH 
yotuig  persons,  whose  natural  chiiracter  and  dispou- 
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tioDB  render  them  less  able  to  reslBi  its  influenne! 
With  respect  to  friendships,  young  persona  are  greatly 
exposed  to  contract  them  indiscreetly,  being  too  often 
carried  away  by  the  external  quaiilicaiiona  of  thoaa 
whom  they  choose  for  their  friends.  The  Scripture 
says.  Be  inpeace  unth  many,  but  lei  one  of  a  thousann 
be  yovT  cowisellor — -that  is,  your  friend  and  confidant 
[n  fact,  so  many  qnalitiea  are  necessary  on  both  side« 
lo  render  a  close  Lnlimacy,  confidence,  or  strict  friend- 
ship safe,  or  useful  between  young  persons  in  the 
world,  that  the  beat  resolutions  a  young  lady  couH 
make,  on  this  head,  are,  to  be  extremely  circumspect 
in  selecting  any  one  as  a  friend — to  adhere  to  the 
great  precept  of  charity,  which  rei^uires,  that  every 
one  should  be  loved  for  God's  sake — and  to  be  exact 
'II  treating  all  with  affability  and  condeseenaion,  but 
»ery  few  with  familiarity  and  unreserve.  She  should 
never  choose  a  friend  who  does  not  fear  and  serve 
God  ;  since  friendship,  without  that  foundation,  must 
be  injurious;  and  lastly,  she  should  always  give  less 
confidence  to  the  best  and  most  deserving  friend,  than 
she  does  to  her  patents.  Those  should  be  the  first 
friends  of  young  persons,  their  only  entire  confidants, 
as  well  as  their  directors  and  advisers  in  the  choice  of 
any  others — without  their  advice,  nothing  should  be 
undertaken,  and  from  them  nothing  should  be  con- 
cealed. 

The  other  occasions  of  sin  to  be  avoided,  are,  bad 
books,  nooeU,  theatrical  amusements,  Jfc.  These 
have  unhappily  injured  many  young  persons,  being 
well  calculated  to  destroy  the  good  inclination:)  re- 
ceived from  nature,  3X['\  ail  the  effects  of  a  vhtuous 
education.  Heretical  books,  or  any  others  tendmg  to 
weaken  faith,  or  lessen  respect  for  religion,  are  dan- 
gerous lectures,  and  expressly  prohibited.  We!l-in- 
itnicted  persons  sometimes  are  not  as  guarded  as  they 
•h'liild  be  in  this  respect,  from  excessive  curiosity,  or 
&om  secret  presumption  on  the  strength  of  theil 
faith  1  which  presumption  has  often  been  followed  by 
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dangeioDB  templatione.  Amon^  bai  looks  may  t« 
■peeially  ranked  the  infidel  productionB  of  tlie  lail 
century,  which  no  young  lady  should  venture  lo  open, 
Those  works,  such  as  the  writings  of  a  VoltiiiK»,  a 
Rousseau,  a  d'Aleuibert,  Sec,  wliose  fascinating  style 
has  served  to  communicate  their  poison  to  thousands, 
«ie  the  real  disgrace  of  libraries,  though  they  un- 
happily hold  a  distinguished  place  in  too  many. 

A  learned  and  excellent  author,  speaking  of  n«velk 
and  romances,  says,  that  "  such  compositions  are  in- 
jurious both  to  morals  and  true  literature ;  that  thej 
pervert  and  deprave  the  heart,  poison  the  morals,  and 
excite  the  passions,  which  it  is  The  real  business  of  a 
christian  to  restrain : — that  they  chill  by  degrees  the 
fervour  of  pious  inclinations,  and  banish  from  the  mind 
all  thai  was  in  it  of  solidity  and  virtue  :  in  fine,  that 
young  persons  in  the  habit  of  reading  such  lectures, 
soon  retain  no  ardour  but  for  those  thinga  which  the 
world  esteems  and  Gcd  abominates."  These  consid- 
erations should  make  all  young  persons  very  cautious 
in  the  choice  of  books,  and  lead  them  never  to  read 
any,  without  having  first  ascertained  whether  they  be 
calculated  for  their  perusal.  However,  it  should  be 
remembered,  that  a  book  is  not  to  be  considered  bad, 
merely  because  it  contains  a  few  exceptionable  pas- 
sages. Those  will  occur  in  works  which  are  olher- 
vrise  excellent,  and  calculated  to  convey  useful  bfor- 
mation.  Such  passages  should  always  be  passed 
over ;  but  to  reject  every  work  in  which  they  are  to 
be  found,  would  not  only  restrain  reading  within  very 
narrow  limits,  but  likewise  tend  to  weaken  the  judg- 
ment, and  create  unfounded  feara. 

Plui/s  and  Theatrical  Amisements  may  he  counled 
■mong  the  most  dangerous  occasions  ol'  sin  which 
young  peraons  have  to  avoid  in  tlie  world.  Tliey  ara 
■ometimes  a  slumbling-block  to  tlieir  iuetj  and  good 
resolutions,  bsoause  it  is  nc>w  ti-o  much  iVe  castom  ta 
«n[Joy  advice,  solicitations,  and  even  aiilbority,  W 
•rercome  every  reluctance  on  this  head. 
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"nie  ojiiaioD  of  (he  most  earned  and  hi>ly  docton 
ef  the  ctiurch  has,  at  all  tin  es,  been  in  oppositiun  M 
iheatciea!  amusements.  By  St.  Augustine  tliey  aw 
styled  "  tiie  pest  of  souls ;  the  niiii  of  virtue  and  do 
coTum:"  and  St.  Chcyaostom  denominates  them  "thp 
l(iel  of  the  passions,  and  the  pomps  of  Satan,  whifiV 
christians  solemnly  renounce."  Notwithstanding 
this,  it  is  a  mekncholy  truth,  that  there  are  persons 
oow  foand,  who  are  so  insensible  to  the  real  interests 
of  their  daughters,  aiste-.-s,  and  other  female  friends,  as 
to  authorize,  and  even  procure  their  presence  at  such 
dirersions.  An  eminent  prelate  of  the  present  day, 
whose  profound  erudition  and  invaluable  writings  al- 
ready rank  him  among  the  most  zealous  and  efficient 
defenders  of  religion  and  morality,  loudly  condemns 
this  practice.  He  expresses  just  astonishment  at  the 
inconsistency  of  those  parents,  who  first,  by  a  chris- 
tian education,  provide  their  children  with  the  means 
of  saving  their  souls,  and  afterwards  expose  them  Ut 
the  evident  risk  of  being  eternally  lost,  by  permitting 
them  to  frequent  stage  representations.  "  Those  pa- 
rents," continaes  he, "  deserve  no  pity,  if  their  children 
ultimately  disappoint  their  hopes ;  because  they  have 
to  reproaeh  themselves  with  industriously  eradicating 
the  early  lessons  of  virtue  and  morality  they  had  re- 
ceived, and  implanting  those  of  the  world,  the  flesh, 
and  the  devil,  by  conducting  them  to  the  head  school, 
where  these  lessons  are  taught,  viz.  the  play-house." 
However,  as  it  is  in  every  one's  power,  aided  by 
divine  grace,  to  resist  solicitations  on  this  head,  as 
well  as  every  other  temptation;  their  success,  with 
respect  to  many  young  persons,  mast  be  attributed  to 
ivant  of  resolation  on  their  part.  It  is  true,  that 
cariosity  to  witness  these  exhibitions,  as  well  as  the 
desire  and  love  of  amusement,  are  quite  natural  to 
Touth;  so  much  so,  that  the  best  instructed  young 
persons  must  rather  arqbition  the  merit  of  overcoming 
■nch  inclinations,  than  the  privilege  of  not  feeling 
llif  :m.    But,  at  the  same  time,  they  should  rememb^i 
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thai  thie  U  a  victory  which  the  Alraighty  requue* 
and  consequently,  a  steady  determination  never  tfl 
assist  at  theatrical  nmaspments,  should  be  one  of  theit 
moat  particular  resolutions  on  entering  the  world. 
They  are  not  ignorant  of  the  larious  and  soliil  rea- 
sons which  exist  for  making  and  keeping  such  a  re- 
solution.  Among  those  the  two  following  should  bt 
particularly  impressed  or  their  minds : 

First,  the  risk  they  mn,  by  frequenting  the  theatre, 
of  losing  what  should  be  dearer  to  them  than  lifo 
Itself,  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  love  of  virtue  ;  be- 
cause, as  St.  Augustine  observes,  "  it  is  at  the  thea- 
tre that  the  flesh  and  the  devil  assault  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  young  people,  hy  every  meatis  calculated  to 
instil  the  poison  of  vice;  to  enervate  the  soul,  and 
flatter  the  passions,  by  a  general  and  simultaneous 
"■  ■    ■        t  of  all  the  alluremeiita  and  charms  of  tha 


Secondly,  the  bad  esample  which  the  appearance 
of  a  well-instructed  Catholic  would  give  in  a  play- 
house, as  likewise  the  scandal  which  it  may  occasion, 
by  leading  others  to  indulge  without  scruple  in  amuse- 
mraits,  of  which  they  before  hesitated  to  partake. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  here  to  caution  young  persona 
against  tlie  arguments  generally  made  use  of  in  fa- 
vour of  theatrical  amusements ;  that  by  examining  at 
leisure  the  emptiness  and  insuihciencv  of  tliose  argu- 
ments, they  may  not  afterwards  be  mfluenced  by  their 
apparent  plausibility.  Young  persons  f  r  example, 
must  expect  to  be  told,  that  go  ng  to  pi  vys  is  not 
sinful,  because  many  excellent  characters  frequent 
the  theatre  without  scruple.  It  is  unfortunately  loo 
true,thatthisdangerauspractaceiB^trtin(  ei  though 
it  can  never  be  authorised,  by  some  Cathol  (s  from 
whom  a  diflerent  line  of  conduct  shoild  he  expected; 
but  that  circumstance  does  not  in  the  least  diminish 
its  danger  or  its  guilt.  If  preqedent  were  a  suUicient 
•xouse  before  God  for  any  sin,  what  crime  is  there 
kit  may  oot  be  committed  with  impunity !    There- 
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Ibt«,  90  far  from  being  decided,  in  this  lespect,  by  the 
opinion  and  practice  of  others,  young  persons  should 
act  consistently  with  the  principles  which  were  early 
impressed  on  their  minds ;  and  though  the  exirapla 
of  all  those  whom,  in  other  respects,  they  consider 
most  worthy  of  their  deference  and  unitation,  were 
alleged  as  a.  motiye  for  goijig  to  plays,  they  should 
always  answer,  as  Bosauet  did  to  Louis  XIV".  on  a 
similar  occasion  :  "  Sire,  there  are  great  examples 
for  going  to  the  theatre,  but  greatreasons  for  staying 


Young  persons  will  be  told,  in  the  next  place,  that 
they  may  safely  freauent  the  theatre,  because  the 
stage  has  undergone  considerable  improvement ;  that 
it  is  no  longer  what  n  formerly  was — and  that  good 
plays  cannot  injure  any  one.  Allowing  that  ^ere 
were  such  a  wonder  exhibited  as  a  play  perfectly 
good  in  itself,  it  is  certain  that  it  would  be  impossible 
'o  find  one  perfectly  safe  in  all  its  appendages,  anoh 
*s  scenery,  dress,  action,  &c.  Those  circimistancea 
Jone  constitute  a  great  portion  of  the  danger  of  the 
itage — they  communicate  a  fata]  interest  to  the  most 
insipid  plays,  and  an  infallible  poison  to  those  which 
are  in  themselves  less  dangerous.  On  this  account 
alone  the  theatre  should  always  be  dreaded  and  shun- 
ned, particularly  by  young  females,  who  are  much 
more  exposed  to  be  injured  by  such  circumstances, 
thaji  by  the  play  itself.  But,  even  independent  of 
those  circumstances,  the  fact  cannot  be  concealed, 
that  however  purified  the  plays  of  the  present  day 
may  be  from  the  'old  leaven,  yet  the  far  greater 
number  are  full  of  immoral  sentiments,  and  al- 
ways turn  Jn  some  passion,  from  whose  ccintagiom 
infiuenee,  it  would  Indeed  be  difficult  to  guard  the 
heart  of  any  female  who  witnesses  those  represen- 
tations. 

A  third  wgument  adduced  in  favonrof  plays  is,  tho 
experience  of  persons  who  affirm  that  they  frequent 
(he  theatre  without  being  in  the  least  injured  by  thai 
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{aactice.  Those  who  make  that  assertion,  mnst  ge> 
eredit,  either  for  great  insincerity,  o*  great  blindness. 
A  Liily  father  defines  the  theatre  ts  be  "  Satan's  irwtt 
field  of  battle,  whereon  those  who  expose  themselTca 
in  the  combat,  must  engage  their  enemy  with  every 
species  of  advantage  on  his  side,  wbich  his  inrernal 
malice  can  devise  ;"  and  divines  expressly  declare, 
tiiat  a  christian  who  frequents  the  theatre,  can  only 
avoid  failing  into  sin,  by  an  escape  as  wonderful  as  it 
is  rare ;  consequently,  those  who  produce  tlieir  own 
experience,  in  contradiction  to  the  decision  of  divines 
— in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  the  holy  Fathers, 
and  likewise  to  the  testimony  of  many  persons  who 
freqaented  the  theatre,  only  to  regret  rt-^t  practice  on 
their  sincere  conversion,  give  great  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  they  endeavour  to  deceive  themselves  as 
well  as  others;  or  else,  that  their  souls  having  be- 
come already  the  victuns  of  these  dangerous  ajnuae- 
ments,  are  dead  in  sin,  and  on  that  account  insensible 
U;  new  wounds. 

All  that  remaiiis  1«  be  said  on  this  subject,  is,  that 
young  persons  should  earnestly  beg  of  God  to  enable 
them  to  rise  superior  to  all  ridicule  or  salicitatiim  on 
this  head,  and  to  act,  on  occasion  of  temptation,  with 
that  christian  firmness,  which  God  will  reward,  and 
the  world  itself  must  admire. 

With  regard  to  the  vaiious  other  dangers  and 
temptations,  which  are  almost  inseparably  attaiihed  lo 
the  necessity  of  living  and  conversing  in  the  world, 
yonnepersons,who  sincerely  endeavour  to  serve  God, 
■houU  consider  them  rather  as  motives  for  unbounded 
confidence  in  tlie  protection  of  the  Almighty,  than  fat 
excessive  feai.  To  abstp^n  from  those  which  it  is  in 
their  power  to  avoid,  is  all  that  is  required  from  them 
Those  who  fulfil  that  duty,  may  in  every  other  cir- 
cumstance confidently  promise  themselves  the  pater- 
nal and  special  protection  of  Providence ;  because  the 
Scripture  threatens  destruction,  not  lo  those  who  are 
ki  danger,  but  to  those  who  love  it  too  well  to  aviut 


tiiCTOBelToa  of  the  opportunities  of  eacapfl  Mithiniheii 
teacli.    Eecles.  iii.  27. 

Beside  avoiding  evil,  a  second  condition  foTBalva- 
tion,  pointed  out  to  young  persons  by  iheir  catechism, 
is  to  do  good.  Every  well-instructed  christian  is  fully 
aware  that  to  do  ^oud  is  a  necessary  condition  for 
attaining  life  evetlasting,  consequently  resolve  on 
complying  with  the  injunction;  nererthelesa,  the  de 
terminations  of  many  on  this  head  are  but  vague  re 
Bolutions,  which  eventually  produce  no  solid  effects 
There  are  others  also  who  perform  a  great  man3 
works  of  supererogation,  while  in  the  mean  time  thej 
neglect  the  essential  dniies  of  a  christian,  as  well  as 
those  attached  to  their  situations  in  life.     It  is  consq- 


of  keeping  the  commandraonts,  but  that  theyn: 
over  determine  to  discharge  their  respective  duties. 
A  firm  conviction,  that  fidelity  to  those  duties  is,  in 
reality,  the  observance  of  the  commandments,  and  a 
Bhort  road  to  all  the  perfection  required  from  them  as 
christians,  should  induce  them  to  form  distinct,  pre- 
cise, yet  rational  ideas  concerning  their  nature  and 
extent.  Thereby  they  will  be  prevented  from  doing 
too  little  or  too  much ;  and  also,  saved  from  that  con- 
Btant  fluctuation  in  opinion  and  practice,  which  is  too 
evident  in  those  who  have  no  fixed  principles  for  their 
direction,  or  whose  conduct  is  governed  by  any  Other 
rule,  rather  than  the  maxims  of  Christianity. 

To  form  this  distinct  idea  of  her  duties,  and  make 
her  resolutions  accordingly,  a  young  person  may  olaai 
(liem  all  under  three  heads — those  which  relate  to  God 
— ^hose  which  regard  her  neighbour — and  those  which 
■ho  owes  to  herself. 

The  duties  which  relate  to  the  immediate  service 
of  the  Almighty  are,  a  fervent  and  punctual  discharge 
of  spiritual  exercises,  such  as  morning  and  night 
prayers— daily  examinalion  of  conscience — mature 
consideration  on  the  truths  of  eternity,  which  it  ■• 


Deceasary  ibr  keeping  alive  their  influence  in  ths 
heart— fervent  and  regiilar  frequentation  of  tile  Sa- 
crwnents,  on  which  the  life  of  the  soul  may  be  ^aid 
£o  depend — likewise  that  regular  attendance  at  ser- 
mons, and  other  offices  of  the  church,  which  is  re- 
quisite for  puhiie  editicatLOn.  Any  remavke  on  tho 
necesEity  of  discharging  those  duties  with  fidelity  and 
fervour,  or  any  directions  as  to  the  method  of  dning 
BO,  would  be  quite  superfluouB  here.  These  matters 
have  been  frequently  touched  on  throughout  this  work, 
and  ill  some  places  rather  diffusely  explained,  with  a 
view,  not  only  lo  inspu-e  young  persons  with  a  spirit 
of  fervour  and  punctuality  in  the  discharge  of  their 
daily  exercise  of  devotion,  but  also  to  guard  thorn 
against  the  false  notions  of  many  persons,  whose  de- 
votion consists  in  spending  the  greater  part  of  their 
time  in  long  prayers,  which  cannot  be  done  without 
prejudice  to  other  essential  duties,  and  without  caus- 
ing the  service,  which  the  Almighty  requires  in  one 
way,  to  interfere,  with  that  which  he  equally  exacts 
in  another — an  effect  which  can  never  loUow  from  a 
well-regulated,  rational  system  of  devotion.  On  this 
account,  the  young  persons  for  whom  this  work  ia 
particuiariy  intended,  are  recommended  to  persevere 
111  those  daily  devotions  to  whicji  they  had  been  ac- 
customed, without  adding  to  or  relrenciiing  from  theL 
number.  In  the  discharge  of  those  exercises  they 
should  be  punctual,  avoiding  most  carefully  that  in- 
constancy so  common  in  youth,  which  prompts  them 
to  sliorten — to  prolong — to  put  off,  or  loomil  practices 
of  piety,  without  any  better  motive  for  eo  doing  than 
Ihetr  particulBr  humour,  dls^sition  o(  mind,  or  wiuit 
of  inclination.  To  insure  this  regularity  as  much  as 
depends  on  them,  the  time  for  tneir  prayers,  daily 
considerations,  and  other  devotional  exercises,  should 
be  regulated;  remembering,  however,  that  maxim 
which  was  so  often  impressed  ou  their  minds,  and  is 
again  so  ftequently  repeated  in  the  course  of  this 
Woi'k,  that  ah  private  de  cotions  should  be  subservient 
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»  die  duties  of  their  station ;  and  that,  nhenerer  i) 
happens  that  both  cannot  bedischarged,  ihe  former 
duties  should  always  be  sacrificed  to  the  latter,  ty 
which,  in  the  sight  of  God,  they  will  be  siLbatitnteJ, 
Those  involuntary  interruptions  and  passing  devia- 
tions from  their  spiritual  duties,  when  occasioned  onlv 
by  obedience,  charity,  or  necessary  condescension,  so 
fitr  from  being  injurioits,  are  most  conducire  to  their 
idvancement  in  solid  virtue. 

The  duties  of  young  persons  towards  their  neigh- 
bour, may  be  divided  into  those  they  owe  to  their  im- 
mediate  femily,  and  those  due  to  society  at  large. 
Their  manner  of  discharging  the  former  in  particular, 
will  be  the  real  test  of  their  having  derived  from  a 
religions  education  the  fraits  it  is  intended  to  produce. 
Those  who  are  instructed  need  not  be  told  that  re- 
spect, obedience,  tenderness,  and  grateful  affection, 
ate  the  duties  they  owe  their  parents,  and  that  kind- 
ness and  charity  are  due  to  equals ;  but  very  few  seem 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  conducting  them- 
selves altogetlier  in  such  a  manner  as  would  render 
them  amiable,  useful,  and  edifying  m  their  family. 
Those  who  have  not  been  instructed,  or  who  abuse 
Ihe  benefit  of  instruction,  so  far  as  to  be  totally  de- 
voted to  the  follies  of  the  world,  think  sf  nothing  hti 
amusement  and  show ;  consequently  they  lead  a  lite 
as  useless  to  their  friends  as  it  is  to  themselves. 
Agreeable  enough  among  strangers,  they  are  usually 
un^miable  and  dissatisfied  at  home,  because  their 
element  is  dissipation  and  folly. — Others,  on  the  con- 
trary, aim  at  ptea^ng  and  serving  God ;  but  they 
seem  to  forget  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  so  without 
ftilfilling  the  duties  they  owe  to  their  family.  They 
are  generally  abroad,  either  employed  in  works  m 
devotion,  or  in  rendering  services  of  charity  and  in- 
ilruction  to  otJiers  which  are  perhaps  more  wanted, 
Wid  would  consequently  be  better  bestowed  at  home. 
They  spend  in  private  devotion  the  time  which  Ihej 
■homd  devote  to  the  general  good,  and  even  amuse- 
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ment  «f  their  fajnily :  and  if  their  little  regulatioiv 
be  inteirupted  by  asetvice  required  from  Ihem— -bya 
visiter  W  be  received — or  by  any  other  active  duly  oi 
their  state  which  requires  to  be  discharged,  their  em- 
barrassment or  dissatisfaction  often  appears,  to  tha 
great  diaedilicatioii  of  their  neighbour,  and  discredit 
of  religion.  The  intention  of  those  persons  to  gain 
heaven  may  be  very  good,  but  they  evidently  mistak 
the  way ;  aS  our  Lord  expressly  declares,  when  he 
Bays  it  is  not  those  who  say,  Lord,  Lord,  who  shall 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  those  who  do 
the  will  of  my  Father,  viho  m  in  heaven.  The  will 
of  God,  m  this  particular,  most  certainly  is,  that  a 
young  person,  who  has  received  the  blessings  of  a 
religious  education,  should  afterwards  endeavour  to 
piomote  his  glory,  by  promoting  the  jwaoe  and  ad- 
vantage, both  spiritual  and  tempore,  of  her  family. 
She  is  hound  to  preserve  its  peace,  and,  of  course, 
should  most  care ftilly  avoid  all  that  could  lend  to  dis- 
turb general  tranquillity  and  harmony.  Impatience 
and  ^etfulness  would  be  particularly  scandalous  in 
those  who  are  perceived  to  know  and  fulfil  in  other 
respects  the  duties  of  a  christian.  "Those,"  says  a 
learned  spiritual  writer,  "  whose  hearts  are  filled  with 
charity  and  goodness,  are  strangers  to  lowering  utd 
contracted  loolis :  true  virtue  always  increases  the 
sweetness  and  gentleness  of  the  mind,  though  this  is 
attended  with  invincible  constancy,  and  inflexible 
firmness  in  every  point  of  indispens^lo  duty.  That 
devotion  is  defective,  or  rather  false,  which  is  ao' 
companied  with  pride,  obstinacy,  or  uncharitahlenosa, 
Whatever  makes  us  sour  or  morose,  certainly  make* 
as  worse,  and  instead  of  begetting  in  us  a  nearer  re- 
Ecmblance  with  our  divine  model,  it  gives  a  strong 
tincture  of  the  temper  of  the  devils."  These  words 
should  he  attentively  considered  by  all  young  persons, 
particularly  by  those  who  are  conscious  of  ai^ting  in 
such  a  niant'cr  as  renders  them  not  a  bond  of  union 
among  their  friends,  but  a  source  of  discord ;  whose 
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onsnlKliied  temper,  unamiable  manners,  seKtshnesB, 
khd  love  of  their  own  ease,  dktmb  that  domestio 
BOoiety,  which  it  should  be  their  care  and  ambition  to 
enliven,  and  of  which  the  advantages  they  received 
should  make  them  the  son)  and  the  eharm. 

To  promote  the  spiritual  advantage  of  her  friendi 
IB,  also,  another  duty  of  a  young  person;  but, in  en- 
deavouring to  do  so,  she  should  recollect,  that  this  ia 
■eldom  effected  by  disputes  about  religious  matters — 
those  are  always  unbecoming  in  youth,  and  should  be 
avoided  with  diffidence,  as  above  their  capacity  Emd 
beyond  their  sphere :  nor  is  much  good,  in  general, 
done  by  incessant  admonitions  or  uncalled-for  advice. 
The  eloquent  and  saccessful  voice,  which  seldom  fails 
to  persuade,  is  good  example ;  an  even,  unrutHed 
temper ;  amiable,  obliging  manners ;  tender  charity, 
which  is  always  disposed  to  excuse  the  iaults  of 
others ;  a  readiness  to  oblige,  and  to  raidertaks  even 
more  than  a  part  in  domestic  cares,  and  to  sacrifice 
cheerfully  self-gratification  to  the  gratiiiealion  of 
others.  Any  young  person  who  acts  in  this  manner, 
and  who  is,  beside,  careful  to  conlribule  to  the  im- 
p  t  and  instruction  of  her  younger  brothers 

ad  s,  may  truly  be  said  to  fulfil  her  duty  to  hei 

m  —  he  promotes,  as  far  as  could  depend  on  an 
nd  d  ,  its  real  interest,  by  inducing  others  to 
im  la  hose  virtues  which  they  so  much  admire  in 
h  nd  by  convincing  them,  in  her  own  person,  of  a 
TO  h  h  e  credited  in  the  world,  because  seldom  ex- 
emp  fi  d  viz.  that  there  is  nothing  so  admirable,  so 
e  n,,  so  cheerful,  so  sociable,  in  a  word,  so  truly 

ain  as  solid  piety. 

Th  ligations  of  a  christian  towards  society  at 
1  efly  consist  in  giving  good  example,  that  is, 

by  paymg  strict  attention  to  all  public  duties  of  re- 
ligion i  by  practically  showing  forth  the  principles  of 
religion ;  and  also  by  not  hesitating,  when  authorized 
by  prudence  and  necessity,  to  espouse  the  cause  of 
teflgion ;  and  to  support,  by  word  as  well  as  by  »<>■ 
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tions,  the  maxims  of  the  gospel.  Chuity  is  also  a 
great  debt  due  to  every  one — it  is  a,  virtue  which  in- 
clines young  persons  to  banish  every  idea  which  may 
occur  to  the  prejudice  of  tliose  who  act  in  a  mannei 
that,  to  well- instructed  young  persona,  appears  wrong, 
but  whieh  they  should  atlrihute  to  ignorance  or  iijad- 
lertence.  Charity  should  also  restrain  youth  from 
that  ridicule,  or  diose  uncharitable  remarks,  which 
are,  unfortunately,  the  life  and  common  topic  of  con- 
versation in  the  world.  Young  persons  eonld  not 
mlopt  a  better,  oi  more  eseellent  rule  on  this  subject, 
than  the  following,  given  by  an  enlightened  guide  of 
youth :  "  Say  nottiing  of  any  person  which  would  not 
bear  to  be  repeated  to  that  person — avoid  a  l*ne  of 
authority  and  decision,  it  is  unbecoming  in  young  per- 
sons— pnmounce  with  great  caution  on  the  merits  o* 
demerits  of  others — and  be  so  reserved  and  moderate 
in  expressing  your  own  sentiments,  as  to  make  it  dif- 
ficult for  others  to  judge  for  or  agdnst  you." 

Concerning  the  customs  and  fashions  of  the  world,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  a  rational  compliance  with 
them  is  a  kind  of  duly  which  those  who  mix  in  society 
owe  to  its  members.  There  aio  some  fashions,  which 
the  express  rules  of  prudence  and  economy  do  not 
permit  a  cbristi^i  to  adopt,  however  great  her  means 
or  expectations  may  be ; — there  are  others,  which  the 
laws  of  propriety  expressly  condemn.  The  appear- 
ance which  some  young  ladies  make  in  ball-rooma 
and  places  of  public  resort,  is  highly  otfensive  to  com- 
mon decency — repugnant  to  every  principle  of  mo- 
desty and  christian  reserve.  Their  fashionable  mode 
of  dress,  as  it  is  called,  or  rather  their  absolute  un- 
dress, tends  to  a  far  different  end  from  that  they  pro- 
bably propose.  It  renders  them  objects  of  ridicule 
to  tie  generality,  and  of  contempt  and  disgust  in  the 
eyes  of  those  whose  opinion  deserves  respect.  Fash- 
ions, which  even  border  on  such  a  scandalous  system, 
■hould  of  course  be  pointedly  and  pubhcly  swerved 
ircm,  ani!  condemned  by  the  practice  of  every  yoong 
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powMi  who  knDwa  how  to  respect  henself,  indepen 
denttir  of  tlie  respect  due  to  religion.  But  as  t^  tha 
other  customs  of  fashionable  persons  regarding  inMs, 
conformity  with  them  may  be  either  vanity  or  virtue, 
tccordmg-  lo  the  motive  which  inclines  to  such  com- 
pliance. One  point  is  certain,  that  religion  neither 
requires  nor  authorizes  any  singularity,  or  affected 
deviation  from  the  cummon  rules  of  society,  respect- 
ing dress,  in  such  points  as  are  in  themselves  strictly 
innocent.  Any  young  person,  who  conforms  exteri- 
orly to  the  fashions  in  those  particulars,  yet  in  her 
heart,  like  qaeen  Esther,  disclaims  any  worse  motive 
than  compliance  with  the  formalities  of  her  rank  in 
life,  may  be  more  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God.  than 
others  who  atlempt  to  excuse  their  neglect  in  dresa 
by  alleging  religion  and  contempt  of  the  world  as  its 
motive,  but  who,  in  reality,  make  those  virtues  serva 
as  a  cloak  for  singularity  and  real  indolence. 

One  of  the  chief  duties  which  young  persons  have 
to  discharge  towards  themselves,  afler  they  leave 
school,  is  a  continuation  of  the  same  interest,  and  in 

vanwge,  with  which  they  should  have  pursued  their 
studies.  It  happens,  not  unfrequently,  that  many  who 
lift  school  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  christian  doc- 
trine, possessing  a  tolerable  fimd  of  useful  rnforma- 
lion,  a  taste  for  study,  and  a  love  for  useful  pursuiis, 
afler  a  few  years  retain  scarce  any  of  these  advan- 
tages. This  may  be  traced  to  the  total  neglect  of 
iheir  own  improvement,  which  they  think  themselves 
authoriEed  to  indulge  because  they  have  left  school. 
Instead  of  cultivating  the  seeds  of  virtue,  which  in- 
Btruction  had  sown,  and  building  on  the  foundation 
which  their  studies  had  laid,  they  scatter  what  they 
had  gathered  in  the  one  way,  and  forget  what  they 
had  learned  in  the  other.  This  is  a  great  injustice  to 
themselves,  which  many  have  regretted  after  it  had 
oecome  irreparable:  therefore  it  is  very  necessary 
that  young  persons  should  not  imagine,  on  leaving 
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tehool,  that  theii  education  is  finished,  and  that  Ihey 
are  so  firmly  grounded  in  \-irtue,  or  soienca,  as  to 
dispense  themselves  from  ftiither  exertions  for  the 
unprovement  of  their  hearts  and  minds : — on  Ihe  con- 
trary, though  school-days  are  peculiarly  those  of 
study,  yet  youth  is  always  a  season  for  improvement ; 
white  that  lasts,  they  should  profit  of  their  exemption 
from  the  cares  which  may  await  their  more  advaiiped 
years,  and  never  fail,  as  far  as  circumstances  permit, 
to  devote  some  part  of  each  day  to  study,  which  may 
be  pursued  willi  more  interest  and  success,  when  per- 
sons ate  disengaged  from  the  various  other  duties  of 
Bchool.  Reading,  in  particular,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  rational  and  interesting  of  all  occupations,  should 
not  be  neglected,  because,  when  well  directed,  and 
attended  with  perseverance  and  reflection,  it  is  a  most 
effectual  mesms  of  enriching  the  mind,  improving  the 
judgment,  and  giving  solidity  to  mental  acquirements. 
Mnsic,  drawing,  or  those  other  ornamental  acquire- 
ments which  engross  bo  much  time,  and  are  attend- 
ed with  considerable  expense,  cannot,  except  through 
necessity,  be  laid  aside  by  any  young  lady  witliout 
injustice  to  herself,  or  to  those  friends  who  spared 
no  exertions  to  render  her   accomplished  ia  every 

But,  as  it  will  avail  a  man  nothing,  to  gain  ihe 
whole  toorld,  if  he  lone  hia  own  sold,  it  follows,  that 
tiie  essential  duty  which  all  christians  have  to  dis- 
charge towards  themselves,  consists  in  the  attention 
they  are  bound  to  pay  to  the  concerns  of  their  souls. 
Those  who  are  brought  up  with  care,  and  who  enjoy 
in  their  early  years  such  continual  assistance,  advice 
instruction,  and  admonition,  as  make  the  practice  nf 
virtue  easy,  and  leave  them  little  more  to  do,  than  ta 
correspond  with  the  exertions  of  others,  very  ofYen 
fail  in  this  important  point,  and  fall  off  considerably 
when  their  virtue  begins  to  depend  more  on  thera- 
•elves,  and  they  are  obliged  to  walk  as  it  were  alone 
in  Ihe  path  of  God's  commandments.  Like  theyoun^ 


Idng  Joa«,  who  conlinned  to  love  and  serve  Goitonlf 
while  under  (he  care  of  the  high  priest  Joiada,  euch 
young  peTSons  persevere  in  the  practice  of  virtue,  so 
long  as  they  are  urged  or  encouraged  to  do  so ;  but 
BS  mon  aa  external  help  fails,  their  resolution  begins 
to  waver,  and  thereby  they  run  an  evident  risk  of  soon 
falling.  The  best  method  of  guarding  against  this 
danger,  is  to  impress  on  their  hearts  those  solid  prio- 
ciples  of  the  fear  and  love  of  God,  which  are  the 
foundation  of  true  virtue,  and  also  to  adopt  the  means 
necessary  for  promoting  their  own  immediate  sancti- 
Rcatiim,  particularly  the  following :  First,  the  advice 
nf  a  director,  which  is  necessary  to  all  christians,  hut 
indispensably  requisite  for  youth.  "  Be  not  without 
■  guide,"  says  St.  Jerom,  speakiitg  to  young  persona, 
"  lest  you  ^ould  mistake  your  road,  and  perixh  in 
your  wandering,  or  go  faster,  or  slower,  than  God  re- 
quires." Secondly,  spiritual  reading  :  a  great  variety 
of  spiritual  books  should  be  avoided,  lest  their  inulti- 

Elicity  serve  to  prevent  the  masinis  of  any  from  ma- 
ing  a  due  impression.  The  New  Testament,  the 
Lives  of  the  Sainti,  the  Introduction  to  a  devout 
Life,  the  Imitation  of  Christ,  the  Spirilval  Combat, 
the  T/iink  WeU  On't,  and  the  Characters  of  real  De- 
rntion,  are  works  from  which  young  persons  may  un- 
doubtedly draw  the  two  great  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  spiritual  reading,  viz.  instruction  in  the  maxims 
of  virtue,  and  encouragement  for  reducing  those  maz- 
iriis  to  practice :  a  more  extensive  spiritual  library 
will  he  better  timed,  when  their  judgment  and  char> 
acter  are  lirmly  and  hapjiil^  formed. 

Thirdly,  serious  reflection  on  the  great  truths  of 
teligion.  This  is  a  precaution  absolutely  necessary 
for  preventing  the  maxims  of  the  gospel  from  being 
effaced  in  then-  early  years  by  those  of  the  world. 
Death — judgment — the  shortness  of  time,  and  dura- 
tion of  eternity — the  misery  of  sin,  the  vanity  of  the 
notld — the  death  and  passion  of  Jesus  Christ — tha 
merit  and  necessity  of  suffering — the  spirit  of  chri» 
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tiaaity,  and  duties  of  a  chiistian,  should  be  assiduouslj 
consiiered  hy  all  young  persons,  and  creat  cate  taken 
on  their  part  to  retain  ^e  counsels  and  instruC'iuna  of 
their  early  years,  and  make  use  of  them  as  occasion! 
may  nJquire,  for  the  direction  of  their  conduct. 

This  work,  though  particularly  designed  for  tlie  use 
and  instTOCtion  of  young  persons  during  their  studies, 
■nd  on  that  account  adapted  to  their  capacities  in  sim- 
plicity of  style,  and  confined  chiefly  to  their  actual 
wants,  as  to  the  seleci;on  of  prayers  and  spiritual  ex* 
ercises,  will  be  found  very  useful  in  aasieiing  thn 
memory,  and  seconding  the  laudable  efforts^  of  those 
who  sincerely  desire  to  preserve  in  their  hearts  Ihe 
spirit  of  piety.  It  is  recommended  to  them  in  theii 
progress  through  life,  as  a  summary  of  the  advice  and 
instructions  they  had  been  accustoaied  to  receive,  and 
as  a  kind  of  mirror,  in  which  tliey  may  at  any  time 
discern  how  far  they  hare  retained  or  lost  the  virtuous 
impressions  of  their  early  youth.  Should  this  work 
fall  into  the  hands  of  any  persons  who  were  educated 
and  instructed  according  to  the  principles  it  inculcates, 
yet  who  are  now  conscious  that  their  lite  in  the  world 
does  not  correspond  with  the  early  graces  they  re- 
ceived, it  is  most  sincerely  hoped,  that  it  will  not  only 
serve  to  remind  them  of  the  blessings  they  received 
&om  God,  and  the  ingratitude  of  abusing  the  early 
mercies  of  the  Lord,  but  also  assist  them  to  (race  back 
their  steps,  at  least,  to  the  virtues  of  their  childhood  ; 
and  enable  them  to  regain  their  first  fervour,  and  lo 
preserve  with  more  fidelity,  during  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  that  perfect  knowledge  of  the  obligati-n« 
of  a  christian,  and  that  determined,  efficacious  will  to 
fiilfil  them,  which  are  the  two  most  precious  fruits  t% 
H  denied  from  a  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION. 
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8  St.    SeveriuH,   Bishop 

of  Naples. 
S  SS.  Julian  and  Busilia, 

MM. 

10  St.  William,  Duka  of 
A<mitain,  C. 

II  St.  Theodosius the Ce- 

nobiarch,  Ab. 
13  St.  Tutiina,  M. 
13  TheOctaveo'tbeEpi. 

phflry. 


St.  Hilarv,  B.  C 
.  St.  Paul  the  first  Hop 

mit.     St.  Maiirus,  M. 
I  St.  Marcelliis,  P.  M. 
'  St.  Anthony,  Ab. 
I  Chair  of  St.   Peter  at 
.Jlome.      St.   Prisca, 

V.  M. 
I  St.    Canute,   King  of 

Denmark,  M. 
I  SS.Fal.ian  and  Sebas- 

lian,  MM. 
,   St.  Agnes,  V.  M. 
!  SS.   Vincent  and  An- 

astasius,  MM. 
t  The  Desponsation  of 

the  B.  Virgin  Mart. 
1  St.  Timothy,  B.  M. 
i  The  Conversion  of  St. 

Paul. 
J  St.  Polyearp,  B.  M. 
7  St.  John  Clirysoslom, 

B.  C.  D. 
i  CommemotationofSL 

Agnes. 
)  St.  Francia  de  Saleft 

B.  C. 


B>  Google 


FEBRUARY  and  MARCH. 


80  St,  Martina,  V.  M. 

31  St.  Peter  Nolasco,  C. 
Founder  of  the  Order 
of  our  Blessed  Ladt, 
for  the  Redentplum 
d  Captives. 

rrlVie  '2d  Sunday  afit 
Epiphany— The  Fes- 
tival <flhe  Most  Holy 


FEBRUARY  28  Days. 

1  St.     Bridget,    Virgin, 

Patroness  of  Ireland. 

2  The  Purilioation  of  Ihe 

B.  V.  M. 

3  St.  Blase,  B.  M. 

4  St  Andrew    CoKini, 

6  St'Agatha,V.  M. 
e  SL  Ignatius,  B.  M. 

7  St      Romuald,      Ab. 

FoUTider   of  the   Or- 
der of  CAMALnOLL 

8  St.  John  of  MatJia,  C. 

Founder  of  the  Order 
of  the  Trinitabians. 

9  St.  Marcellus,  P.  M. 

10  St  Soholaatica,  V.  M. 

11  9S.  Saturniniis,    and 

his  Companions,  M. 

12  St  Meltius,  Bishop  of 

Antioch,  C. 

13  St  Catliaciue  de  Ric- 

14  at  Valentine,  M. 

Ifi  SS.  Fausanua  and  Ji>. 
vita,  MM. 


17  St  Theodulus,  M. 
IS  St  Simeon,  B.  M, 
19  St.  Mansuetus,  Bishop 
of  Milan. 
StEucherius,  B.  C. 

21  St  Severian,  B,  M. 

22  The  Chair  of  St  Peter 

at  Antioch. 

23  (.Vigil)  St  Seremis, 
Gardener,  M. 

St.  Mathias,  Apostle. 

25  St.  Felix,  P.  C. 

26  St  Alexander,  Bishop 
of  Alexandria. 

27  St  Leander,  Bishop 
of  Seville,  C. 

28  St  Romanus,  Ab. 

inr/n  Leap  Years  Fehm- 
ary  has  29  Days,  ana 
the  Feast  of  St  Ma- 
thias  is  kept  on  the 
mik. 

MARCH  31  Days. 

1  St  Albinus,  B.  C. 

2  St  Simplicius,  P.  C. 

3  St.  Catiegundis,  V. 

4  St.  Casiooir,  Prince  oi 
Poland.  C. 

!j  St  Phocas,  M. 

6  St.  Victor  and  Conip. 
MM 

7  St Thomasof  Aquino 
CD. 

8  St.  Cataldus,  B.  G 
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MARCH  and  APRIL 


0  St.  Frances,  Wido^ 

10  The  Forty  Martyrs  of 

Sebasie. 

11  St.  Eiilogius,P.  M. 
13  St,  Gregory  the  Great, 

P  C.  .D. 
]3  St.  Euphrasia,  V. 
H  St.  Matilda,  Widow. 

15  St  Longinus,  M. 

16  St.  AbraJiam,  Hermit. 

17  St.  PATRICK,  B.  C. 

and  PATRON  of  Ire- 

18  St.   Edward,  King  of 

England,  M. 

19  St.  Joseph,  C.  Spouse 

of  the  B.  V.  M. 

50  St.  Ciithbert,  B.C. 

51  St.  Benedict,  Ab.  Pa- 1 

Iron  of  the  Western 
Monks.  ■" 

23  St.  Basil,  P.  M. 


the  Seven  Do  odrs  of 


84  St.  Simeon,  M. 

35  THE  ANNUNCIA- 
TION OF  THE 
BLESSED  VIR- 
GIN MARY. 

26  St.  Ludger,B.  C. 

87  St.  John,  Hermit. 

38  St.  Guntram,  King  and 
C. 

89  St.  Cyiilluk,  Deacon  i 
■     and  M.  i 

30  St.John  Climiicus,  Ab. 

31  St.  Balbina, " 
Bj^O"  Friday  in  Passion  i 

Week,  the  Festival  of 


APRIL  30  Days. 

St.  Hugh,  B.  C. 

St.  Francis  of  Paula 

C.      Founder  of  lAe 
Order  of  Minims, 
St  Richard,  B. 
St.  Isidore,  B.  C. 
St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  C, 
St.  Celestin  I.,  P.  C. 
St.  Hegesippus,  C, 
St.  Dionysius,  Bishop 

of  Corindi. 
St.  Mary  of  Cleophus, 

sister  of  B.  V.  M. 
St.   Macariua,   Bishop 

of  Antioch. 
St.  Leo  the  Great,  P 

C.  D. 
St.  Victor,  M. 
St.  Hecmenegild,  M. 
■="      Tiburtina,  '  Ac. 


MM. 

15  SS.  Basilissa  and  An- 

astasia,  MM. 
i  St.  Lajnbert,  M. 
'  St.  Anieetus,  P.  M. 
1  St.  Perfectus,  P.  M. 
I  St.  Timon,  D.  M. 
I  St.  Agnus,  V. 

St.  Anaelm,  B.  C. 
I  SS.  Sotemsand  Caiua 

PP.  MM. 
1  St.  George,  M. 
:  St.  Fidelis  of  Signw 

lengen, M 


B>  Google 


MArand  JUNE. 


B  St.  Mark  the  Ev. 

8  SS,  Cletus  and   Mm 

cellin,  PP.  MM. 
7  St.  John,  Ab.  C. 

9  St   Vilalis,  M. 
9  St,Pet«r,M. 

9  St  Catharine  of  Siet.- 
na,V. 
MAY  31   Days. 

1  SS.  Philip  and  James, 
App. 

3  St.  Aihanasius,  B.  C. 

3  The  Invention  of  the 
Holy  Cross. 

1  St.  Monica,  Widow. 

5  St.  Pius  v.,  P.  C. 

B  St.  John  before  the  La- 
tin Gate. 

7  St.  Stanislaus,  B.  M. 

8  The  Apparition  of  St. 

Michael. 

9  St.   Gregory  Nazian- 

zen,  B.  C. 

0  St.  Congali,  Ab. 

1  B.  Francis  de  Hyero- 

3  SS.  Nereus,  &c.  MM. 

3  St.    John   the    Silent, 

B.C. 

4  St.  Boniface,  M. 

5  St.  Dympna,  V.  M. 

6  St.  John  Nepomucen, 

M. 

7  St  Paschal  Baylon,  C. 

8  St.  Venantius,  M. 

9  St.  Peter  CelestiTie,  P. 

C.  Founder  of  the  Or- 
der of  Cklbstthes. 


)  St.  B  ernard  in  of  Sien- 
na, C. 

I  St.  Valens,  B.  M. 

J  St.  Basilicus,  M. 

t  St.  Desideriua,  B.  M, 

I  SS.  Donation  and  Ro> 
gatian,  'MM. 

i  St.  Gregory  VII.,P.C. 

I  St.  Philip  Neri,  C. 
Founder  of  the  Cim- 
gregahon  of  Obato- 

r  St.  Ma^  Magdalen  of 
Paazi,  V.' 

?  St.  Germaniis,  B.  C 

)  St.  Maximinus,  B.  C. 

)  St.  Felix,  P.  M. 

1  St.  Angela  of  Brescia, 
Foundress  of  the  Ua- 
BOLlNE  Order,  devot- 
ed to  the  Instruction 
of  young  Girls,  rich 
and  poor. 

JUNE  30  Days 


MM. 

I  St.  Cioiildis,  Queen  of 
France.    . 

1  St.  Francis  Caraccio- 
lo,  C. 

i  St.  Boniface,  B.  M. 

i  St.  Norhert,  B.  C, 
Founder  of  the  Or- 
der of  Premonstua- 


7  St.  Hubert,  Ab. 
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JUNE  and  JULY. 


8  St.  Metardua,  B. 

9  SS.  Primus  and  Feli- 

oian,  MM, 

10  St.   Margaret,    Qiieei 

of  Scotland,  Widow. 

11  St.  Barnaby,  Apostle. 
13  St.  John  of  Sahagun, 

13  St.  Anthony  of  Padua, 


gis,  C. 
17  St.  A^itus,  P.  C. 
J8  SS.  Marcus  and  Mi 

celUnua,  MM. 

19  St.  Juliana  a  Falconie- 

ri,  V.  Foundress  of  the 
Order    of    Mantei.- 

20  St.  SyiTeriuB,  P.  M. 

21  St.  Aloysius,   Gonza- 

ga,C. 

22  St.  Paulinus,  B.  C. 

23  Vigil.    Fast. 

24  The   Nativity  of   St. 

John  the  Baptist,  with 
an  Octave. 
S6  St.  William,  Ab.Fotm- 
derof  the  Congregt 
tion  de  Mohtb-Vii 

S6  SS.   John  and    Paul, 

MM. 
27  St.  Creasent,  B.  M. 
«9  Vigil.  Fast.    St.  Leo 

II.  P.  C 


I  SS.   Peter   and   Piul 
Apoatles,  with  an  Oc- 


»  The    Commemoraiion 
of  St.  Paul  the  Apos- 


JULT  31  Days. 

1  The  Octave  of  St.  John 

the  Baptist. 
I  The  Visitation  of  tha 

B.V.II. 
)  St.  Fulugiua,  and  hia 

companions,  MM 
1  St.  Flavian,  Bishop  of 

Antioch. 
>  St.   Athanaaiua,  Sea* 

con,  M. 
}  The  Octave  of  SS.  Pe- 
ter and  Paul. 
r  St.  Benedict  the  XL, 

P.  C. 
)  St.  Kylian,  B.  M. 
I  St.  CyrUluE,  Biahop  of 

Gortyna,  M. 
\  The  Seven  Brethren, 

MM. 
St.  Piua  I.,  P.  M. 
I  St.  JohnGualbert,  Ab. 

Founder  of  the  Reli. 
gious   Order  of  Val- 

LIS  UHBBOaA. 

St.  Anaeletua,  P.  M. 
St.  Bonaventure,  B 
CD. 


JULY  and  AUGUST 


rf  the  B.  V.  M,  of 

Mount  Carme!. 

17  St.  Alexius,  C. 

18  St.  Camilliis  de  Letlia, 

C.    Founder    0/  the 
Order  for  serving  the 

19  St.  Vincent  of  Paulo, 

C.    Founder   of  the 

IiAIiRITES,      IJT     Ta- 
THERS    OF     THE     MlS- 

30  St.  JerorajEmilian,  C. 
Founder  of  the  Re- 
otriJ-R  Clbbgt  of  So- 


22  St.  Mary  Magdalen. 

33  St.  ApuUinariB,  B.  M. 

34  (Vigil.)  St.  Christina. 

V.  M. 

35  St.  James,  Apostle. 
28  St.  Anne,  Mother  of 

theB.  V.  M. 
97  St.  Pantaleon,  M, 
38  S!l.  daa.  Celaus,  and 

Victor,  MM.  and  St. 

Innocent,  P,  C. 
20  St.  Martha,  V. 
30  SS.  Abdon   and  Sen- 

nen,  MM. 
SI  St.  Ignatius  of  Loyola, 

C.   Founder   of   the\ 
Society  of  Jesus. 

AUGUST  31  Days. 

1  St.  Peter's  Chains. 

2  St.  Stephen,  P.  M. 


3  The  finding  of  St.  Ste- 

phen, Protomartyr. 

4  St,      Dominick,      C 

Founder  of  the  Order 
of  Friabs    Pbkach- 

5  The  Dedication  ofthfl 

Church  of  the  B.  V 
M.  ofNivea. 
8  The  Transfiguration  of 

7  St.  Cajetan,  C.  Foun- 

der  of  the   Order  of 
Theatlns. 

8  SS.  Cyriacus,  Largus, 

and  Smaragdus,  MM. 
(YigU.)  St.  Roraanus, 


M, 
10  St.  Laurence,  t 


n  Oota 


J,  M. 


__  St.  TiburlLU. 

13  St.  Clare,  V.  Foun- 
dress of  the  Order  of 
Poott  Clabks. 

13  St.  Ilypolitus,  M, 

14  (Visit.  Fast.) 

15  The  ASSUMPTION 
oftheB.  V.  M.  wiib 
an  Octave. 

16  St.  Hyacinth,  0. 

17  The  Octave  of  St. 
Laurence. 

18  St.  Helen,  Mother  of 
C  onstan  line  the  Great. 

lis  SS.     Timothy,    &o 

MM. 
30  St.  Bernard,  Ab. 
21  St.  Jane  Frances   di 
I        Chanta!,  Widow- 
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AUGUST  and  SEPTEMBER. 


83  The  Octave  of  the  As- 
sumption. 

33  (Vy^.)  St.  Philip  Be- 

34  St.  Bartholomew,  Ap. 
25St.  Lewis  IX.  King  of 

France,  C. 
B6  St,  Zephyrinus.  P.  M. 
ST  St.  Joseph   Calasanc- 
i,  Founder  of  the 


SB  St.  Augustine,  B.C.D. 

39  The  Decollation  of  St, 

John  the  Baptist. 

30  St.  JTiaker,  C. 

31  St.  Raymund  Nonna- 

tus,  C. 

SEPTEMBER  30  Days. 

1  St.  Rose  of  Lima,  V. 
S  St.  Stephen,  King  of 
Hungary,  C. 

3  St.  Simeon  Stylites,C. 

4  SS.    Matcellus,    &c. 

MM. 

5  St.  Laurence  Justini; 

B.  C. 

6  St.  Onesiphorus,  M, 

7  St.  Reeina,  V.  M. 

8  Tha    Nativity   of  the 

B.  V.  M,  with  an  Oo- 


t  St.  Eulogius,  B.  C. 

[  The  Exaltation  of  the 
Holy  Cross. 

5  The  Octave  of  the  Na- 
tivity of  the  B.  V. 
M. 

(  SS.  Cornelius  and 
Cyprian,  BB.  MM. 

r  The  Lnpression  of  the 
Sacred  Stigmas  of  St. 
Francis. 

1  St.  Joseph  of  Cuper- 
tino, C. 

(  SS.  Januarius,  B.  and 
Companions,  MM. 

)  (Vigil)  St.  Eusta- 
chius  and  Compan- 
ions, "MM. 

1  St.  Matthew,  Apostia 
and  Eying. 

J  St,  Thomas  of  ViUa 
nova,  B.  C. 

i  St,  Linus,  P.  M.,  St. 
Thecla,  V.  M. 

1  Feast  of  the  B.  V  M. 
of  the  Redemption  of 
Captives. 

i  St.  Cleolfrid,  Ab 

S  SS.  Cyprian  and  Ju9- 
tina,  MM. 

r  SS,  Cosmas  and  Da- 
mian,  MM, 

j  St.  Wenceslas,  M. 

)  Dedication  of  St.  Mi- 
chael's Church. 

)  St.  Jerom,  C. 


b>  Google 


SEPTEMBER  and  OCTOBER. 


llCr'  SuTiday  toithin  the 
Octave  of  the  Nativity 
of  the  B.  V.  M.  the 
Festival  of  the  Holy 
NameoftheB.V.M. 

On  the  third  Sunday 
September,  the  sevi 
doluitrs  of  the  Blessed 

OCTOBER  31  Days. 

1  St.  Remigius,  B.  C. 

5  The  Feast  of  the  Guar- 

dian Angels. 

3  St.  Dionysiua  the  Are- 

opagite,  B.  M. 

4  St.  Francis   of  Asi 

sium,  C.  Founder  of 
the  Order  of  Fban- 

6  SS.Placidua  and  Com- 

panions, MM. 

5  St.   Bruno,  C.   Foun- 
(  the  Carthu- 


tion    of   the     Bari> 


SIAN   Mows 

7  St.   Maik,  P.   C.  and 

SS.  Sergius,&c.Mll 

8  St.  Bridget,  Widow. 

9  St.Deni3,B.BDdCoi 

panions,  MM. 

10  St.  Francis  Borgia. 

11  St.  GermxnuB,  fi.  M. 
19  St.  Walfrid,  B.  C. 

33  St.  Edward,  King  and 

Confessor. 
14  St.  Callistus,  P.  M. 
U  St.  Teresa,  V.  Foun- 

dress  of  the  Eeforma- 


16  St.  Gall,  Ab. 

17  St.Hedwiges.orAYoi- 
oe.  Duchess  of  Po- 
land, Widow. 

18  St.  Luke,  ETangelist. 

19  St.  Peter  of  Alcanta- 
Ta,  C. 

20  St.  John  Cintiua,  C. 

21  SS.  Ursula  and  Com- 
panions,  VV.  MM. — 
St.  Ursula  is  the  spe 
cial  Patroness  of  thi 
Uksuline  Order,  in 
stiluled  by  St.  Ange- 
laof  Brescia,  in  1533, 
for  the  Instruction  of 
young  Girls,richand 

St.    Mark,  Bishop  of 
Jerusalem,  M. 

33  St.  Theodoret,  M. 

34  St.   Raphael,  Archau- 

25  SS.  Chrytanthus  and 

Daria,  MM. 

26  St.  Evaristus,  P.  M. 
87  (Vigil.) 

"iS.  Simon  and  Jude, 
Apostles. 
39  St.  TheodoTUB,  Ab. 

30  St.  Maicellus,  M. 

31  (Vi^.      Fast.)      St 


i,M. 

K?  The  first  Sunday 
of  October,  the  Fes- 
tival  of  the  Rosaiy  of 
the  B.  y.  M. 


.;  3,  Google 


NOVEMBER  and  DECEMBER. 


NOVEMBER  30  Days. 

1  Tlie  FESTIVAL  OP 
ALL  SAINTS,  with 
an  Octave. 

S  The    Comniemor^l 
of  the    Faithful    de- 
parted. 

S  St.  Malachy,  Bishop 
of  Armagh. 

4  St.  Charles  Borromeo, 

B,  C.  Patron  of  the 
Ursnline  Schools. 

5  St.  Elizabeth,  Mother 

of  St.  John  BiDtist. 

6  St.  Leonard,  Hermit 
1  St.  Engelbert,  B.  M. 

8  The     Octave    of    all 

Saints. 

9  The  Dedinationofthe 

Church  of 

viour,  called  St.  John 

of  Lateran. 

10  St.    Andrew    Avelli- 

no,  C. 

11  St.  Martin  of  Tours, 

13  St.'Liiin,  B.  M. 

13  St.   Statiislaua    Kost- 

ka,  C. 
11  St.  Laurence,  Bishop 

of  Dublin. 
15  St.  Gertrude,  V, 
le  St.  Martin,  P.  M. 

17  St.  Gregory,  Thauma- 

tuigus,  B.  C. 

18  The  Dedication  of  the 

Churches  of  SS.  Pe- 
ter and  Paul,  at  Rome. 


19  St.  Eliiabeth.of  Hiitt- 

gary.  Widow. 
30  St.  Felix  of  Valoi6.C. 
Founder  of  the  Or' 
der  n/ TBiNiTiRiAfa. 
21  The   Presentatioa   of 
the  B.  V.  M. 
St.  Cecilia,  V.  M. 
St.  Clement,  P.  M. 

24  St.  Columban,  Ah. 

25  St.  Catharine,  V.  51. 

36  St.  John  of  the  Cross. 

37  St.  Virgil,  B.  0. 

38  St.  Didacus,  C. 

29  (VigU.)   St.   Saturni-. 

0  St.  Andrew,  Apostle. 
KF  On  ihs  second  San- 

dny  in  November,  the 
Feast  of  the  Protec- 
tion of  the  B.  V.  M. 

DECEMBER  31    Day*. 

1  St.  Eligius,  B.  C. 
a  St.  Bibiana,  V.  M. 

3  St.  Francis  Xavier.G, 
Apostle  of  the  Indies. 

4  St.  Peter  Chrysologug^ 

B.  C,  St.  Barbara, 
V,  M. 

5  St.  Sabbas,  Ab. 

6  St.  Nicholas,  B.  C. 

7  St.  Ambrose,  B.  C.  D, 

8  The  Immaculate  Con 

ception  of  the  B.  V 
M.  with  an   Oclare 
9 
10  Si   Melchiades,  P.  C 
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fS  FEASTS   AND  F 

11  St   Damasus,P.  C. 

12  St  Synesius,  M, 

13  St.  Lucy,  V.  M. 

14  St.  Spiridion,  B.  C. 

15  The    Octare    of  the  3' 

Conception  of  the  B, 
V.M. 

16  St.  Eusehius,  B.  M. 

17  St.  Olyrapias,  Widow.  S 

18  TheExpeciationofthe 

B.  y.  M. 

19  St.  Nemesion,  M. 
SO  {Vigil.)    St.  Philago- 


,B.  C. 

SI  St.   Thomas,  Apostle. 
83  St.  IschyrJon,  M, 
S3  St.  Servnlus,  C. 


{Fast.)    VigU   of   the 

Nativity. 
Tlie  NATIVITY  OF 

OUR  LORD. 
St.  Stejihen,  the  first 

Martyr. 
St.  John,  Apostle  ami 

Ev. 
The  Feast  of  the  Holy 

Innocetiis,    with    as 

Octave. 
St.  Thomas  of  Canter- 

hury,  B.  M. 
The  Office  of  the  Sun- 
day Tvithin  the  Octave 

of  the  Nativity. 
St.  Sylvester,  P.  C. 


FEASTS  AND  FASTS 


All  Sundays  in  the  year. 

The  Feast  of  tlie  Circumcision  of  out  Lord,  Ja 

The  Epiphany,  Jan.  6. 

The  Aimunciation,  March  25 

Ascension  of  our  Lord. 

Corpus  Christi. 

Assumption  of  the  B.  V.  Mary,  Ai^rt  J  5. 

Feast  of  All  Saints,  November  1. 

Nativity  of  OUT  Lord  Jesus  Christ,.  Deo.  S6k 
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RUTS  AND  fASTK 


Fasting  Dm/s, 


AD  days  in  Lent,  except  Sundaya 

The  Eve  of  Whitsuntide. 

Ths    Quarter-Tensea,  or  Ember  days,  that  occm 

in  the  fbur  seasons  of  the  year. 
The  Vigil  of  the  Assumjttion  of  the  Blessed  Virpn 

Mary,  and  of  All  Saints. 
Every  Friday  in  Advent,  and  Chrietmae  Eve. 


Days  cf  Ahumencefrom  Flesh  MeaL 

Every  day  in  Lent,  except  wben  the  use  of  meal 
is  allowed  by  the  Archbishop  or  Bishop  of  the 
diocess. 

All  Fridays  in  the  year. 

All  Ember  days  and  Vigils  as  above. . 
If  7.  lasting  day  fall  on  a  Sunday,  the  fast  ta 

kept  on  tlie  Saturday  before.    If  Christmas  Day 

&U  r.pon  a  Friday,  neither  fast  nor  abstinence  is 

observed. 

N.  B.— The  Catholic  Church  commands  all  hei 
children  to  be  present  at  the  great  Eunharistic 
Sacrilice  which  we  call  the  Mass,  and  to  reat 
from  servile  works  on  Sundays  and  holidays. 

Secondly,  To  abstain  trom  ilesh  on  all  the  days 
of  fasting  and  abstinence. 

TUrdly,  Tt  confess  their  sins  at  least  ones  R 

Fo'irthly,  To  receive  the  blessed  sacramont  at 
«ut  tnce  a  year,  during  the  Easter  time. 
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The  time  for  satisf^intr  -Uie  Easier  precept  in 
the  United  States,  is,  in  virtue  of  a  lale  concession, 
from  the  first  Sunday  of  Lent  to  Trinitj  Simdaj, 
both  indiuiT«iv- 
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ABRIDGMENT 

CHRISTIAN   DOCTRINE. 

The  Ten  Commandments  of  God. — Exodus  xs. 

I.  I  AM  the  Lord  thy  God,  who'  brought  thoe  onl 
of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  out  of  the  house  of  hondage. 
Thou  shall  not  have  strange  gods  before  me.  .  Thou 
shall  not  make  to  thyself  a  graven  thing,  nor  the  like- 
ness of  auy  thing  that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  in  the 
eanh  beneath,  nor  of  those  things  that  are  in  the  wa- 
ters under  the  earth.  Thou  shalt  not  adore  them,  nor 
serve  them:  I  am  the  LordthyGod,.mighty,jealous, 
visiting  the  iniquity  of  fathers  upon  theit  children 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  those  that 
hate  me ;  and  showing  mercy  onto  thousands  of  tliose 
that  love  me,  and  keep  my  commandmenls. 

3.  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy 
God  in  vain ;  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless 
Ihat  shal!  talce  the  name  of  the  Iiord  his  God  in  vain. 

3.  Remember  that  thon  keep  holy  the  Sabbath  d°y. 
Six  days  shalt  thoukbour,  and  shaft  do  all  thy  works ; 
hut  on  the  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy 
God  :  thou  shalt  do  no  work  on  't,  thou,  nor  thy  son, 
nor  thy  daughter,  nor  thy  man  servant,  nor  thy  maid 
servant,  nor  thy  beast,  nor  the  stranger  that  is  within 
thy  nates.  For  in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and 
earut  and  the  aea,  and  ail  tilings  that  are  in  ihem,  aud 
5 
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T  cmtiaruN  doctrinc 

resiedon  theseventlidayi  therafote,tbeLi)id  KIsuk^ 
ibe  seventh  day,  and  sanctilied  it. 

4..Honoar  thy  father  ind  thy  mother,  tliat  Ihou 
w.iyestbelong-livedupontne  land  which  the  LoiJlhy 
'Jud  will  give  thee. 

5.  Thou  shah  not  kill. 

6,  Thou  shalt  not  conimit  adultery. 
7    Thou  sbalt  not  sleai. 

8.  Thou  ehalt  not  beai  false  witness  against  thy 
nnighbour. 

8.  Thou  shall  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  wife. 
10.  Thou  sbalt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  house,  nor 
Us  servant,  noi  his  oa,  nor  his  ass,  nor  any  thing  that 

The  SIX  Precepts  of  the  Church. 
1.  To  hear  Mass  oa  Sundays,  and  all  holidays  of 
ebiigation. 

3.  To  fast  and  ahst^n  on  the  days  commanded. 

3.  To  confess  our  sins  at  least  once  a  year. 

4.  To  receive  the  blessed  Eucharist  at  Easter,  or 
v^tiiin  the  time  appointed. 

■5.  Tocontributefo  the  support  of  our  pastors. 

6.  Not  to  solemnize  marriage  at  the  forbidden 
times ;  nor  to  marry  persons  within  the  forbidden 
degrees  of  kindred,  or  otherwise  prohibited  by  Iha 
i^vrch;  nor  clandestinely. 

Seven  Sacraments. 

Baptism Matt,  xxviii.  19 

Confirmation  ....  Acts  viii.  17. 
Eucharist    ....      Matt.  xvi.  30. 

Penaneq      John  as.  23. 

Extreme  Uncttun .  .  James  r.  14. 
Holy  Orders  .  .  .  Luke  xiii.  19 
Matrimony Matt.  ax.  0. 

The  three  Theological  Virlact, 
Paith— Hope— and  Charity. 
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The  four  Cardtna.  Virtues 

Prudeioe — jQstice — Fortitude — and  Te:iipenncfl. 

The  seven  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost.—laa.  u.  9,  3. 
Wisdom,  Fortitude, 

UndetstaDding,     Knowledge,     The  fear  of  thn  Loid. 
Counsel,  Piety,  and 

The  twelve  Fruits  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Charily,    Patience,  Benignity,    Modesty, 

Joy,  Longanimity,    Mildness,     Continency,  and 

Peace,      Goodness,         Fidelity,       Chastity. 
The  spiritual  Woris  of  Mercy. 
To  give  counsel  to  the  doubtful. — To  instrnct  the 
ignorant. — To  admonish  sinners. — To  comfort  the 
afflicted. — To  forgive  offences.^To  bear  patiently 
the  troublesome. — To  pray  for  the  living  and  the  dead. 
The  corporal  Works  of  Mercy. 
To  feed  the  hungry. — To  give  drink  to  the  thirMy. 
—To  clothe  the  naked. — To  harbour  the  harbonrleiss, 
—To  visit  the  sick. — To  visit  the  imprisoned ; — and, 
to  bury  the  dead. 

The  etght  Beatitudes. — Matt.  v. 

1.  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit;  for  theirs  is  Iha 
kingdom  of  heaven. 

2.  Blessed  are  the  meek ;  for  they  shall  possess 
ttie  land. 

3.  Blessed  are  Ihey  that  mourn  ;  for  they  shall  be 
comforted. 

4.  Blessed  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirst  after  jus- 
tice ;  for  thev  sliall  be  filled. 

5.  Blessed  are  the  merciful ;  for  they  shall  obtain 

ft.  Blessedare  the  clean  ofheatt:  for  they  shall  sea 
God. 
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7.  Blessed  are  the  peace-makers ;  for  they  sliallb* 
ttAled  the  children  of  God. 

8.  Blessed  are  they  that  fufFer  persecution  foi  jus- 
tice'  sake,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.     , 

The  ieven  deadly  Sins,  and  the  opposite  Virtuei 

Pride,  r»T  Humility, 

Covetousness,  5  Liberality, 

Lost,  S  Chastity,. 

Anger,  \  t-\  Meeknesa, 

Gluttony,  |  Temperance, 

Envy,  I  Brotherly  love, 

Sloth.  i"  J  Diligence. 

Sin*  against  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Preaiimption  of  God's  mercy— Despair — Impugn- 
ing the   known   tnilli — Envy  at  another's   spiritual 
gWid — Obstinacy  in  sin — Final  impenitence. 

Sins  crying  to  Heaven  for  Vengeance. 
Wilful  murder— The  sin  of  Sodom— Oppression  ot 
the  poor — Defrauding  labourers  of  their  wages. 

NtTte  Ways  of  being  accessary  to  anothfr's  Sin. 

By  counsel — By  command — Hy  consent — By  pro 
vocation — By  praise  or  flattery — By  concealment  — 
By  partaking — By  silence — By  defence  of  the  tl" 

Three  eminent  good  Works. 
AlmaJeeds,   oi    works    of   mercy — Prayei-^p< 
Futing. 

The  Evangelical  Cawiscis. 

Volunlftry  poverty — Chastity — and  Obedience 

The  four  last  things  to  be  rememJiered 

Deal'i — Judgment — Hell — and  Heaven. 
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Subjects  for  daily  Meditatum. 
Remember,  christian  soul,  that  thou  hast  this  day,  utd 

every  day  of  thy  hfe, 
God  to  glorify.  Heaven  to  gain, 

Jesua  to  imitate,  Eternity  to  prepare  foe, 

The  angels  atid  saints  to    Time  to  profit  of, 

invoke,  Neighbours  to  edify, 

A  Bonl  to  save,  The  world  to  despise, 

A  body  to  mortify,  Devils  to  combat. 

Sins  to  expiate,  Passions  to  subdue, 

Virtuesto  acquire,  Death  perhaps  to  suffer. 

Hell  to  avoid,  Aud  judgment  to  andergo. 

Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  thy  whole 
heart,  and  with  thy  whole  soul,  and  with  thy  whole 
mind.  This  is  the  greatest  and  lirst  commandment : 
imd  the  second  is  like  to  this — Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself.  Onthes^  two  commandinenls 
ilejiendeth  the  whole  law  and  the  prophets, — St. 
Mali.  xxii. 


MORNING  EXERCISE. 

•hould  bo^eggiTwiH^'The  ftrsl  "hoWhwTf  «  Chriwisn  tn  1h« 
morningare,  as  il  we™,  Ihoae  flrel-frui's  of  which  Iho  iln.(?|HT 
was  always  iiidel  jeslous.    Eiiilea>otir  to  ciratcaci  (ho  hciL;  hibk 

Implore  Ms  proleciitin  ani!  holy  erace,  Ihiuhe  day  which  hia'ln- 
finil*  ^DodneBS  now  ad<i8  to  youriife  may  nol  add  lo  70117  Bins,  but, 
on  lh«  conlrary,  Incteaae  your  merila,  and  lend  w  hii  giory,  II 
may'w  Ihelasi  of  your  liii— perhaps  you  maj  nerer  aco  annihoi 
motning,  perhapa  you  may  nsTer  ha<e  anoLtior  day  lo  glorify  God, 

being  pretsnleitlieforeiheihbunai  of  divinojuaiice.  Leljou!  flret 
leaicinbrance,  ihen.  be  of  God,  your  flrel  action  the  ncied  Biim  if 
thecroH,  uid  Tourllrst  words  an  olTeme  of  your  nhol*  bsUi<lo 
four  CreUor,  fn  the  RilLiwing  sr  any  other  rocm. 
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He  Gud,  I  iiSer  thee  my  heart,  and  most  ferTeotH 
Nig  of  thee  to  take  possession  of  ray  whole  bebg.  It 
isfor thy  lofe.Odmne  Jesus,  that Inowrise.  Deigit 
to  accept  ol'  every  thought,  word,  and  action  of  this 
day ;  give  them  a  blessing ;  preserve  me  from  sin , 
and  grant  me  the  graces  necessary  to  merit  eternal  life. 


L  and  adorable  Trinity !  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost!  1  adore,  bless,  and  glorify  thy  infinite 
majesty.  Prostrate  in  spirit  at  the  foot  of  thy  throne, 
I  thank  thee  for  all  the  blessings  I  ever  received 
from  thy  pure,  gratuitous  mercy. — I  particularly 
diank  thee,  for  having  granted  me  this  day,  to  ad- 
vance in  thy  fear  and  love.  It  may  'be  my  last ; 
therefore,  mjf  God,  I  most  earnestly  beseech  thee  to 
enable  me  to  avoid  sin,  and  to  employ  every  moment 
to  thy  greater  glory,  and  the  sanctification  of  my  soul 


in  the  glorj  of  God,  e.en  those  icitons,  which  loo  maoy  joung  pet 
HiiB  petform  Ihroueh  vanity,  or  ai  bBal  ihrough  cuawnn.  Besidei 
Ulinklng  of  God  whlio  jou  wash,  dress,  Ik.,  say  Iha  following 
flhoTt  preyers- 

My  God,  grant  that  all  my  thoughts,  words,  and  ac- 
tions, may  he  sanctified  by  a  pure  intention  of  pleasing 
thee  alone. 

0  Mr  divine  Saviour,  may  the  tortures  and  humilia- 
tions of  thy  thorny  crown  sink  deeply  into  my  heart, 
that,  strengthened  by  thy  grace,  I  may  never  indulge 
»anity,  or  exceed  that  moderation  which  religion  pre- 
atribes  in  the  arrangement  of  dress 

MiT  the  precious  blood  and  water  which  issued 
fVom  ijty  sacred  side,  O  merciful  Jesus  cleanse  my 
•odl  from  every  stain  of  sin. 

0  MT  God,  may  the  precious  robe  of  inuocencB, 
which  I  received  at  baptism,  be  refreshed  and  purified 
by  sincere  repentance,  and  the  saving  merits  of  tlw 
adorable  Sion,  that  at    le  awful  moment  of  oealli* 


_,ooglc 


J  exchange  this  vesture  of  dust  for  the  bright  gar- 


repeat  Oiem  diiliMlly,  reverentially,  and  lUloeellUT  in  tucft 


My  Lord  and  my  God  I  in  union  with  all  thy  elect 
in  heaven  and  on  earth,  I  adore  thee,  I  love  thee,  I 
praise  and  thank  thee,  for  ril  the  benefits  of  naturo 
and  grace,  general  and  particular,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  thy  infinite  goodness  and  liberality  :  prin- 
cipally for  having  created  me  to  thy  image  aiid  like- 
ness, preserved  me  to  this  day,  and  given  thy  only 
begotten  Son  to  suffer  death  for  me  on  the  cross,  and 
to  wash  away  my  sins  in  his  most  precious  blood. 
I  thank  ihee  for  having  called  me  to  the  true  faith  and 
religioii  of  the  holy  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church — ■ 
for  having  so  oilen  pardoned  me  my  sins,  and  pre- 
served me  during  this  last  night  from  a  sudden  death, 
jnd  from  all  the  other  dangers  which  might  have  be- 
fallen me,  had  I  not  been  prot«cted  by  thy  mercifcl 
and  watchfti!  Providence.  Alas !  my  God,  how  shall 
I  acknowledge  all  these  favours  I  I,  who  am  nothing, 
have  nothing,  and  can  do  nothing,  without  thy  gracious 
assistance.  I  wish  I  could  make  thee  an  offering  of 
gratitude  and  love  proportionate  to  thy  benefits ;  but 
as  thoQ  fcnowest  my  poverty  and  wealtness,  1  beseech 
thee  to  receive,  as  the  only  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving 
]  have  to  offer,  an  oblation  which  I  now  make  of  my 
b  'dy,  with  all  its  senses ;  my  soul,  with  all  its  faenl- 
ti<  '$ ;  my  heart,  with  all  its  desires.  I  specially  con- 
st H'ate  to  tliee,  in  union  with  the  infinite  merits  of 
3t™s  Christ,  every  thought,  word,  and  action  of  this 
day;  finhly  purposing,  with  the  assistance  of  thy 
grace,  not  (o  think,  say,  or  do  any  thing,  but  what 
may  tend  to  ihy  greater  glory,  and  the  sanctification 
</'  my  eool.     Amen, 
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The  Lord's  Prayer. 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  )ialIowecl  l>e  lh| 
name ;  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  wil!  be  done  on  earth, 
as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bitiad ; 
and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  aswefprgive  ther.ithat 
trespass  against  us.  And  lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion; but  deliver  us  from  evil.  Amen. 
The  Angelical  Salutation. 

Hail  Mary,  full  of  grace,  our  Lord  ia  with  thee ; 
blessed  art  thou  amongst  women,  and  blessed  is  the 
fruit  of  thy  womb,  Jesus.  Holy  Mary,  Mother  of 
God,  pray  for  us  sinners,  now,  and  at  the  bout  of  oui 
deadi.     Amen. 

The  Apostles'  Creed. 

X  BELiBTB  in  God,  the  Father  Almighty,"  Creaiot 
oi  heaven  and  earth.  And  in  Jesus  Christ,  his  onlv 
Son  out  Lord,  who  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
torn  of  the  "Virgin  Mary;  suffered  under  Pontius 
Pilate,  was  crucified,  dead  and  buried;  he  descended 
into  hell,  the  third  day  he  rose  again  from  the  dead , 
be  ascended  into  heaven,  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of 
God  the  Father  Ahnighty ;  from  thence  he  shall  come 
■  Ige  the  living  and  the  dead.  1.  believe  in  the 
Ghost ;  the  Holy  Catholic  Church ;  the  com- 
munion of  saints ;  the  for^veness  of  sins,  the  resur- 
rectioQ  of  the  body,  and  life  everlasting.     Aiten. 

I  CONFESS  to  Almighty  God,  to  blessed  Mary,  e»er 
Virgin,  to  blessed  Michael  the  archangel,  to  bleBsed 
John  the  Baptist,  to  the  holy  apostles  teter  and  Paul, 


to  indge  1 
Holy  Gho 


and  10  all  tlie  saints,  that  I  have  sinned  exceeding 
iy.  in  tiiought,  word,  and  deed,  through  my  fatUL 
Arcugh  mv  fault,  through  my  most  grieoousfaoK 
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ITiereftire  I  beseech  the  blessed  Mary,  Jver  Virgin 
the  bleased  Michael  the  arcliangcl,  tho  blessed  John 
the  Baptist,  the  holy  apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  and  all 
the  saints,  to  pray  to  the  Lord  God  for  me. 

May  the  Almighty  God  have  mercy  upon  me,  for- 
give me  my  sins,  and  bring  me  to  everlasting  life. 

May  the  Almighty  and  Merciful  Lord  grant  mo 
pardon,  absolution,  and  remission  of  ail  my  sins. 
Amen. 

V.  Vouchsafe,  O  Lord,  during  this  day, 

R.  To  preserve  me  pure  and  without  sin. 

V,  Have  mercy  on  me,  0  Lord. 

R.  Have  mercy  on  me,  0  Lord. 

V,  Lord,  grant  that  thy  mercy  may  be  shown  to  me. 

R.  According  to  the  hope  I  have  placed  in.  thee. 

V.  0  Lord,  hear  my  prayer. 

R.  And  let  my  supplications  come  unto  thee. 

Let  Its  pray. 

LoBo  God  all-powerful,  who  hast  brought  me  safely 
to  the  beginning  of  this  day,  protect  me  by  thy  pro- 
vidence, that  during  the  course  of  it  I  may  not  fidl 
into  sin,  but  that  all  my  thoughts,  words,  and  actions, 
being  directed  bv  thy  holy  grace,  may  tend  U>  the  ac- 
complishment of  thy  divine  will;  that  during  this  life, 
and  the  eternity  of  the  life'to  come,  I  may,  through 
thy  divine  assistance,  he  delivered  and  saved,  O  Sa 
Tjour  of  the  world !  who  livest  and  reignest  one  God 
world  without  end.     Amen 

O  blessed  Ange! !  to  whose  holy  care  I  am  com- 
mitted by  the  supreme  clemency,  illuminate,  defend, 
and  govern  me  this  diy;  preserve  me  particularly 
&om  sin,  and  watch  OTar  me  at  the  awful  moment  of 
my  death.     Amen. 

May  the  Lord  bless  and  preserve  me  from  all  sic 
and  danger ;  and  may  the  souls  of  the  faithful  de- 
parted,  through  thii    nercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace 
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0  holy  Mary,  Mother  of  God,  Queen  i  f  Angnli 
and  of  men,  I  honour  and  reverence  thee  with  all  my 
heavt,  and  I  desire  to  do  so  as  perfectly  aa  thy  divino 
Son  would  have  thee  honoured  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 
'O  Mather  of  Mercy !  I  choose  thee  this  day  for  my 
mother ;  look  on  me  as  thy  child,  and  in  thy  goodness 
trea,t  mo  as  the  object  of  thy  tender  mercy.  O  Mo- 
ther  of  grace  and  mercy,  refuge  of  sinners,  may  I, 
through  thy  powerful  intercession,  be  delivered  from 
all  sin,  and  preserved  from  eternal  death  ;  protect  me, 
bless  me,  obtain  for  me  from  thy  divine  Son  Jesus, 
that  I  may  be  for  ever  his  true  and  faithful  servant, 
and  do  not  abandon  me,  either  now  or  a  the  hour  of 
my  death.     Amen. 

O  great  Saint !  whose  name  I  received  in  baptism 
grant  me  thy  particular  protection  in  every  danger  of 
aoul  and  body ;  obtain  for  me  the  grace  of  fidelity  to 
die  obligations  I  contracted  when,  under  thy  patron- 
age, I  was  admitted  into  the  Church.  And  thou,  0 
blessed  citizen  of  heaven,  whom  I  have  this  month 
chosen  for  my  patron,  obtain  for  me  the  virtue  1  stand 
most  in  need  of,  and  above  all,  an  ardent  and  solid 
love  for  Jesus  my  Saviour. 

Holy  Mary,  Mother  of  God,  >i3 

St.  Joseph,  Q 

St.  Patrick,  ^ 

St.  Augustine,  ^ 

St.  Charles,  e 

St.  Angela,  ■ 

St.  Ursula,  and  aE  your  holy  companions.  Pray  for  us 
All  you  angels  and  saints  of  God,  Make  intercession 

An  Act  of  Contrition. 

0  MY  God  1  T  am  most  heartily  sorry  for  having  of- 
fended thy  divine  Majesty;  because  )  know  that  siir 
displeases  thee,  and  that  thou  deservnst  to  be  sove- 
reignly loved,  adored,  and  faithfully  served.  I  pui^ 
pose  firmly,  with  the  help  of  thy  holy  grace,  i\evel 
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RS.  Sfl 

i  to  cffend  thee  delitierately,  to  do  all  thot  1  cin  to 
e  for  my  ains,  and  to  amend  my  life.     Amen 
An  Act  of  Faith. 
V  God !  I  most  ftrmly  believe  in  thee,  and  m  all 


An  Aci  of  Hope. 
M    C  I  n       fir  nly  h  p   in  hee  because  of 

a      hypm  nd       is  hnwjgie  me 

e       al  and    h  -a  a  b     n 

h  he  m  ny  d  a     L    il  and  S      our 

J    u    Cix  A 

An  A     f  Cha    y 

0  MV  God .  I  love  thee  more  than  all  things,  be- 
tsanse  tliou  ait  infinite  in  every  perfection,  and  wortti  j 
of  all  my  love :  grant  that  I  may  d^y  increase  b 
this  divine  love,  that  I  may  love  my  neighbour  as  my- 
self, and  prefer  a  thouEand  deaths  to  the  loss  of  thee 
by  any  mortal  sin.     Amca. 

Hail,  holy  Queen,  Mother  of  Mercy!  our  life,  our 
BweelnesB,  and  oar  hope,*  To  thee  do  we  cry,  poor 
□aiiished  cliildren  of  Eve ;  to  thee  do  we  send  up  oui 
siftha,  mourning  and  weeping  in  this  valley  of  tears. 
I'urn  then,  most  gracious  Advocate,  thine  eyes  of 
mercy  towards  us,  and,  after  this  our  painful  exile, 
show  unto  us  that  blessed  fruit  of  thy  womb,  Jesus 
0  clement !  O  pious !  0  sweet'  Virgin  Mary !. 

V.  Pray  for  us,  0  holy  Mother  of  God. 

R.  That  we  may  he  made  worthy  of  the  promiseB 
of  Christ. 

<•  JssuB  Chrtel  Klnne  can  be  sirlclly  called  Ihe  Life  and  Hops  of 
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eO  M(mNlN«   PRATERS. 

The  Ar^ehcal  Salutation. 
V.  The  ADgel  of  the  Lord  declared  uito  Mar^. 
R.  And  she  conceived  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Hail  Mary,  Sfc. 
V,  Behold  ihe  handmaid  of  the  Lord. 
R.  Ma;'  it  be  done  unto  me  according  to  thy  wcsrd 

Haii  Mary,  d^c. 
y.  ArJ  the  Word  was  made  flesh, 
R.  And  dwelt  among  us. 

Hail  Mary,  ^c. 
Y.  Prav  for  us,  O  holy  Mother  of  God ! 
R.  That  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  the  promiBea 
af  Christ. 

Let  us  pray. 
Pour  forth,  we  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  thy  grace 
into  our  hearts ;  that  weTw^whom  the  iticatnation  of 
Christ  thy  Son  was  made  Eftown  hy  the  message  of 
an  angel,  may  by  his  passion  and  cross  be  brought  to 
the  glory  of  his  resurrection.  Through  the  same 
Christ  our  Lord.    Amen. 

Inewsd  aV  the  .angehii,  at  .^grllcal  SalutiUliiti,  the  Rfgina 
C<cK,  or  Triumph,  O  Q/ieen  ofHeoiie,!,  is  HBlil  from  EuHi  w 
TrlriJlj'  Sunday. 

Triumph,  O  Queen  of  Heaven,  to  see.  Alleluia, 
The  sacred  Infant  bom  of  thee.  Alleluia : 
Spring  up  in  glory  from  the  tomb,  Alleluia,: 
O  by  thy  prayers  prevent  oar  doom,  Alleluia. 
V.  Rejoice  and  be  glad,  O  Virgin  Mary!  Allehiia. 
E    Because  our  Lord  is  truly  risen,  Alleluia. 

Lei  «j  prag, 
O  God,  who,  by  ttie 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  hai 
world,  grant,  we  beseech  thee,  that,  by  the 
sion  of  the  Virgm  Mary,  his  Mother,  we 
the  joys  of  eternal  life.     Through  the 
Christ  our  Lord.     R,  Ameyi. 
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A  Prayer  to  he  said  hy  Children  fo  .heir  Parent), 
0  MGBCIFUL  God,  who  Tisitest  the  iniquities  of  pa- 
tents on  their  children  lo  tlie  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tion, and  Bhowesl  meio;  unto  thousands  of  those  who 
'ove  thee  anil  keep  thy  commandments ;  pour  down 
th;  blessings  on  my  father  and  mother  :  reward,  I 
oeseech  thee,  0  Lord,  all  their  labours  and  tender  bo 
licitude  for  ray  welfare,  by  the  remission  of  their  sins 
and  deliver  them  from  the  puni^ments  which  ma^ 
IHnain  due  to  them.  Endue  diem  with  auch  forti- 
tude, and  resignation  to  thy  divine  will,  as  may  enabla 
them  to  bear  patiently  all  Che  trials  of  this  life :  may 
Ay  heavenly  grace  make  them  fruitful  in  good  works, 
and  may  they,  like  the  holy  patriarchs,  enpy  tfa» 
blessings  of  a  long,  happy,  and  peaceable  life,  and  find 
in  their  cliildren  the  consolation  and  sapport  of  theii 
old  age.  May  the  precious  inheritance  of  their  vir 
tues  and  welfare  descend  to  their  children ;  that 
through  their  wise  counsels  and  good  example,  they 
and  their  ofispring-  may  be  inseparably  united  in  the 
enjoyment  of  eternal  life,  0  Saviour  of  the  world ! 
who  livest  and  reignest  one  God,  world  without  end. 


NIGHT  PRAYEKS. 

I  ADORE  thee,  O  my  God '.  I  praise  and  thank  thee, 
my  sovereign  Lord,  and  most  liberal  Benefactor,  and 
invite  all  creatures  in  heaven  and  on  earth  to  join  with 
me,  in  glorifying  thee  for  all  the  benefits  of  nature 
uid  grace,  general  and  particular,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  thy  infinite  goodness  and  liberality ;  par- 
ticularly for  my  having  heen  preserved  to  this  mo- 
ment, assisted  by  thy  holy  grace,  and  delivered  by 
thy  particular  protection  from  the  many  evils  which 
mijght  have  betallen  me. 

AIm  1  my  God,  how  shall  I  acknowledge  sH  theea 
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fitvanrs ;  1,  who  am  but  an  ungiatdful  creataie,  and 

who,  thoagh  oven'owered  by  thy  benellts,  cease  uul 
(0  offend  thee :  I  most  hmnbly  beseech  thee  to  en- 
lighten my  uoderslanding'  that  I  may  know  my  faults ; 
touch  my  heart  that  I  may  sincerely  detest  them, ;  and 
Toachsaie  to  strengthen  my  will,  tliat  I  may  atone  for 
my  sins  and  amend  my  life. 

Sxaminalion  of  Canscience, 

1  SHOULD  now  examine,  as  seriously  us  if  I  were 
•are  the  Almighty  would  call  me  this  night  out  of  the 
world,  whether  I  have  offended  God  this  day  by 
thousrht,  word,  deed,  or  omission. 

Fijst,  with  regard  to  God. — Have  I  neglected,  on 
awaking  in  the  morning,  to  offer  my  heart  to  God } 
Havt>  I  said  my  morning  prayers,  or  assisted  at  mass, 
wii  wilful  distiaction  or  irreverence  ;  behaved  diste- 
spectfully  in  Iho  chapel ;  taken  the  holy  name  of  Gcd 
in  vMn;  or  been  totaBy  forgetful  of  the  divine  pre- 
sence during  the  course  of  the  day  1 

Secondly,  loitA  regard  to  my  neighbour. — Have  I 
b^en  wilfully  disobedient ;  or  indulged  anger,  impa- 
tience, ill-temper,  hatred,  jealousy,  or  desire  of  re- 
venge 1 — Have  I  been  guilty  of  rash  judgments,  de- 
traction, or  lios,  or  by  any  means  been  accessary  to 
the  sins  of  others  t 

Thirdly,  with  regard  to  myself. — Have  I  indulged 
pride  or  vanity ;  sinned,  by  thought,  words,  lool^s,  or 
aeliotia,  contrary  to  purity ;  been  giiilty  of  sloth,  neg 
■Kted  my  improvement,  or  misemployed  my  time  1 

An  Act  of  Contrition. 
Mt  Lord  and  Creator,  my  divine  Saviour  and  mer- 
ciful Benefactor,  who  hast  sacrificed  thy  life  for  my 
redemp'.ion,  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  all  the  sins  I  have 
this  day  committed  ag^st  thy  adorable  Majesty.  1 
wncerely  detest  evpry  sin  of  ray  lite,  particularly  those 
which  displease  thee  most ;  and  I  detest  them  mors 
All  the  injury  i  ley  have  done  thee,  than  for  the  gua.' 
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Utunent  they  merit.  Receive,  O  my  divine  Saviour ! 
the  efficacious  contrition  of  thy  own  sacred  heart,  in 
slonement  for  the  deficiency  of  my  sorrow ;  rind  gtant 
me,  through  thy  auiferinga  and  death,  such  sincere  de- 
testation of  sin,  that  1  ins,j  henceforward  carefolly 
«void  every  occasion  of  offending  thee,  confess  sin 
eerely,  and  perform  the  [lenance  enjoined  me.  Amen 

V.  Blessed  be  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity. 

R.  Now  and  for  evermore.     Amen. 


Bepeal  Ihe  Our  FaUier,  Hail  Mary,  Ihe  Creed,  nod  Confilear 
Prostrate,  before  the  closing  of  the  day, 

To  thee,  Cceatorof  the  world,  we  pray; 

Shed  round  us,  mid  the  darknesa  of  the  night, 

Rays  of  thy  mercy,  clemency,  and  might. 
Grant  us  in  innocence  and  peace  to  sleep, 

All  sinful  visions  from  oar  slumbers  keep  : 

Let  holy  angels  hover  round  oui  bed. 

And  guard  us  from  the  enemy  we  dread. 
To  Jesus,  from  a  spotless  Virgin  sprung. 

Be  honour  given,  and  praises  ever  sung ; 

Alike  to  God,  th'  Almighty  Father,  be, 

And  Holy  Ghost,  who  reign  eternally.     Amen. 

V.  0  Lord,  save  me  whilst  awake,  and  defend  mo 
whilst  asleep. 

R.  Thatlmaywalch  with  Christ,  and  rest  ui  peace. 

V.  Vouchsafe,  0  Lord,  this  night, 

R,  To  preserve  me  pure  and  without  sin. 

V.  Have  mercy  on  me,  O  Lord. 

R.  Have  mercy  on  me,  0  Lord. 

V.  O  Lord,  grant  that  thy  mercy  may  be  shown  to 
me. 

R.  According  to  the  hope  I  have  placed  in  thee. 

V.  0  Lord,  hear  my  prayer. 

R.  And  let  my  supplicaiion  come  unto  lliee. 

Let  U3  pray. 

Visit,  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  this  habitation,  and 

tmefax  fnim  it  all  the  snares  of  the  enemy.     May 
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thy  hoi)'  angels  ivell  herein,  to  preserre  me  in  peaoo 
and  may  thy  hiOy  benedictions  dways  >*main  with 
me,  through  Christ  oar  Lord.     Amen. 

O  Angel  of  God !  to  whose  holy  care  I  am  cora- 
mitled  by  the  supreme  clemency,  illuminate,  govern, 
and  defend  me  this  night  from  all  sin  and  dajiger. 

Maj  the  Lord  all-powerfiil,  the  Father,  the  Son, 
Hid  the  Holy  Ghost,  watch  over  me,  and  preserve  ms 
from  all  evil.     Amen. 

All  Act  ofAdoralton. 

My  Lord,  my  God,  and  my  Father,  1  adore  thee,  in 
union  with  all  creatures  in  heiven  and  on  earth,  ac- 
knowledging thee  for  my  God  and  sovereign  Lord ; 
and  as  I  began  tWs  day  by  offering  myself  to  thee,  t 
desire  to  Snish  it,  by  consecrating  anew  to  thy  di- 
vine Majesty  mj  body,  my  soul,  my  life,  and  all  that 
I  am ;  keep  me  this  night  under  fliy  particular  pro- 
tection, and  grant  me  the  grace,  that  whilst  my  eyes 
are  closed  by  sleep,  my  heart  may  be  for  ever  awake 
to  thy  divine  love,  and  that,  after  this  transitory  life, 
I  may  see  and  enjoy  thee  for  ever  in  a  happy  eternity 

0  happy  Mary  1  chosen  to  be 
The  Mother  of  grace  and  clemency ; 
Protect  us  now ;  and  at  tlie  hour  of  death, 
0  bear  to  heaven  our  parting  brea'h.     Amen 
Holy  Mary,  Mother  of  God, 

St.  Joseph,  7 

St.  Patrick,  § 

St.  Augustine,  ^ 

St.  Charles,  ^ 

St,  Angela,  5 

St.  Ursula,  and  all  your  holy  companions. 
Ail  you  Angels  and  Saintsof  God,  Ma*e!ii(ereeiW)i 

An  Act  of  Contrition. 
0  HV  God;  i  im  most  heartily  aorry  for  b-  nag 
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ei 

offbaded  thy  dirine  Majesty,  because  I  b  mnv  sin  dis- 
pleafies  thee,  and  that  thon  dHservest  to  be  sSTeroignly 
'o»ed,  and  faithfully  served  ■  I  purpose  firmly,  wifli 
the  help  of  thy  holy  grace,  never  more  to  ofleiid  Iheo 
deliberately,  to  do  all  that  I  can  to  alflne  for  my  siiw, 
wid  to  amend  my  life.     Ajnen. 

An  Acl  of  Faith. 

0  MV  God !  I  most  firmly  believe  in  thee,  and  in 

all   that  thou   hast   revealed   to   thy  holy  Catholio 

Chureh;  because  thou   art  truth  itself,  who  neither 

canst  deceive  nor  be  deceived.     Amen, 

An  Act  of  Hope. 

0  Mr  God!  I  most  firmly  hope  in  thee,  becaijBe  of 
aJ!  thy  promises:  and  trust  that  thou  wilt  give  me 
eternal  life,  and  all  the  graces  necessary  to  obtain  it : 
through  the  merits  of  my  dear  Lord  and  Saviour  Jeana 
Christ.     Amen. 

An  Act  of  Chanty. 

C)  MV  God !  1  love  thee  more  than  all  ihinga,  be- 
cause thou  art  infinite  in  every  perfection,  and  worthy 
of  all  my  love ;  grant  that  I  may  daily  increase  in 
thy  divine  love ;  that  I  may  love  my  neighbour  as 
myself,  and  prefer  a  thousand  deaths  to  ^e  loss  of 
thee  by  any  mortal  sin.    Amen. 

BejHBt  the  Hail,  holy  Queen,  slw  Ihe  .AagtUcal  Saluiolien,  or 
TriTtmph,  O  q^een  e/  Heaven,  aa  before,  pp.  SO,  «0. 

The  Seven  Stations  of  our  Lord's  Passion. 

Ist,  In  the  Garden  of  Olives,  where  our  divino 

Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  prayed  three  times  to 

God  his  Father,  was  bathed  in  blood  at  the  sight  of 

our  sins,  was  consoled  by  an  angel,  and  taken  by  the 

2d,  In  the  house  of  Annas,  father-in-law  to  Cai- 
lihas,  where  he  was  questioned  on  his  doctrine  and 
disciples,  and  received  a  blow  from  one  ol  the  sei 
Twits  of  the  high  priest. 
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3d,  At  I  'aiphas's,  where  he  wa^  denied  three  tinia 
by  Si.  Peter,  and  insulted  and  outraged  all  nifjhl. 

4th,  At  Pilate's,  where  he  was  falsely  accused  by 
the  Jews. 

6th,  At  Herod's,  where  he  was  derided,  clothed  in 
»,  white  garment,  and  mocked  as  a  fool. 

6th,  At  Pilate's,  for  the  second  time,  where  he 
was  scourged  at  a  pillar,  crowned  with  thorns,  Barab- 
baa  preferred  to  him,  and  condemned  to  the  ignoraini< 
ODB  death  of  the  cross. 

7th,  On  Mount  Calvary,  wliithet  he  carried  his 
cross,  and  was  crucified  for  the  redemption  of  all 
mankind. 


1st,  Tn  praying  for  his  enemies  :  Father,  forgive 
them,  for  IJiey  know  not  what  they  do. 

ad.  To  the  penitent  thief;  This  day  shall  thou  be 
with  me  in  paradise. 

3d,  To  his  Virgin  Mother ;  Woman,  behold  thy 
Bon ;  and  to  St.  John  :  Behold  thy  mother. 

4th,  I  thirst,  I  thirst :  and  they  gave  him  vinegar 
and  g^  to  drink. 

Sth,  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me ! 

6th,  Into  thy  ha!ids,OLord,I  recommend  my  spirit. 

7th,  All  is  consummated. 

The  Lit  AN  V  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
Lord,  have  mercy  a 
Lord,  have  mercy  on 

cn'aciously  hear  us.  ^ 

God  the  Father  of  heaven,  § 

God  the  Son,  Redeemer  of  the  worid,  S 

God  the  Holy  Ghost,  | 

Holy  Trinity,  one  God,  3 

Jesus,  Son  of  the  living  God,  e 

Jesus,  Splendour  of  the  Father,  * 

Jesus.  Brightness  oi  eternal  Light,  j> 
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Fesiui,  the  mighty  God, 

the  Father  of  the  world  to  come 
the  Angel  of  the  great  council, 
resus,  most  powerful, 

i,  most  patient, 

t,  most  obedient, 

i,  meek  and  hnmlile  of  heart, 

J,  lover  of  ehasiity, 

i,  our  love, 

i,  the  God  of  peace, 

s,  the  Author  of  hfe, 

4,  the  example  of  all  virtnee, 
j,  the  zealouB  Jover  of  souls, 
(,  our  God, 

s,  tlie  Father  of  the  poor, 
i,  the  Treasure  of  the  faithful, 
i,  the  good  Shepherd, 
i,  the  true  Li^ht, 
i,  the  eternal  Wisdom, 
a,  the  infinite  Goodness, 

5,  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life 
a,  the  Joy  of  angels, 
j,  the  King  of  patriardhs, 
3,  the  Inspirer  of  prophets, 

_  ._3,  the  Master  of  the  apostles, 
esus,  the  Teacher  of  the  evangelists, 

the  Strength  of  martyrs, 

the  Light  of  confessors, 

the  Spouse  of  virgins, 

the  Grown  oi  all  saints. 
Be  meicifiil  ttnio  us.     Spare  as,  O  Lord  J 
Be  merciful  unto  us.    Ht  tr  us,  0  Lord  J 
From  all  evil. 
From  all  sin, 
Rvm  diy  wrath, 
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Frran  the  snares  of  the  devil, 

From  the  spirit  ol  uncleaoaess. 

From  everlaaiing  Jeath, 

From  the  neglect  of  thy  hoty  inspirations, 

Through  the  mystery  of  tliy  mu3l  hoiy  ii 

Through  thy  nativity,  s 

Through  Ihy  divine  infency,  fi 

Through  thy  sacred  life,  ^ 

Through  thy  labours  and  travails,  S 

Through  thy  agony  and  bloody  sweat,  1 

Through  thy  cross  and  passion,  2 

Through  thy  pains  and  torments,  r 

Throngh  thy  death  and  burial, 

Through  thy  glorious  resurrection, 

Through  thy  admirable  ascension, 

Through  thy  joys  aod  glory, 

In  lh<!  day  of  judgment, 

J^unb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 

Spo,re  us,  O  Lord  Jesas. 
Lamb  of  Ood,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  llie  world. 

Hear  us,  O  Li>^  Jesus. 
Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 

Hane  mercy  upon  us,  O  Lord  Jesus. 
Christ  Jesus  hear  us,  Christ  Jesus  graciously  hear  us. 
Let  us  pray. 

0  Lonn  Jesus  Christ,  who  bast  said,  ask,  and  you 
Rhal)  receive ;  seek,  and  you  shall  find;  knock,  aiid  it 
shall  be  opened  unto  you ;  grant,  we  beseech  thee,  to 
our  most  humble  supplications,  the  gifl  of  thy  divine 
love,  that  we  may  ever  love  thee  with  our  whole 
hearts,  and  never  cease  from  praising  and  glorifying 
hy  name.     Amen. 

O  DiTiNU  Redeemer,  give  us  a  perpetual  fear  and 
love  of  thy  holy  name,  tor  thou  never  ceasest  to  direct 
and  govern  by  thy  grace  those  whom  thou  instruetesi 
in  the  solidity  of  thy  love,  who  livest  and  reigoesi 
world  without  end.     Amen. 

0  God,  who  hast  appointed  tliy  only  begotten  S<ni 
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he  S  avioui  of  Mankind,  and  haat  coniinanded  that  ha 
thonld  be  culled  Jeans ;  mercifully  grant  that  we  may 
enjoy  in  heaven  the  happy  vision  of  him  whose  holj 
name  we  yenerate  upon  earth;  who,  with  thee  ana 
Ihe  Holy  Ghost,  liveth  and  reigneth,  world  without 
end.     Amen, 

A  Prayer  in  honour  of  the  Childhood  of  Jesus  Christ. 
O  MOST  amiable  Jesns !  who  for  my  love  and  for 
my  instruction  didst  vouchsafe  to  conceal  thy  eternal 
wisdom  under  the  weakness  and  dependence  of  child- 
hood, 1  most  humbly  thank  thee  for  having  shown  me, 
in  Ihy  own  sacred  person,  how  I  should  sanctify  my 

fouth,  and  thereby  draw  a  blessing  on  my  future  life ; 
beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  to  penetrate  my  heart  with 
thy  fear  and  thy  love,  that  I  may  profit  of  the  example 
thou  hast  left  me.  Do  not  permit  that  a  single  day 
or  hour  of  my  Ufe  should  be  devoted  to  any  other  pur- 
suit than  thy  service,  the  great  and  only  end  for 
which  I  came  into  the  world.  0  adorable  Jesus ! 
since  thou  art  pleased  to  ask  (o\  iny  heart,  take  it,  I 
beseech  thee,  entirely  and  for  ever  ;  model  it  on  thy 
own  sacred  heart ;  inflame  it  with  thy  love,  and  im- 
press it  with  such  a  lively  horror  of  sin  as  may  never 
be  weakened ;  infuse  therein  the  virtues  of  Uiy  holy 
youth,  thy  meekness,  innocence,  docility,  and  charily 
I  desire  to  honour  thy  obedience  to  thy  blessed  Mother, 
by  constant  submission  to  my  snperiors.  I  offer  up 
my  prayers  in  union  with  thine ;  I  unite  my  intentions 
in  all  I  do  to  that  pure  and  divine  intention,  which  in- 
finitely exalted  even  thy  least  actions  whilst  thou 
werton  earth.  I  particularly  devote  my  studies,  and 
all  my  exterior  occupations,  to  honour  thy  laborious 
and  humble  employments  during  thy  early  age.  O 
divine  Jesus,  take  me,  thy  unworthy  child,  under  thy 
protection ;  preserve  me  from  the  dangers  and  tempta- 
tions  of  the  world,  which  is  thy  enemy,  and  direct  all 
my  thoughts,  words,  deures,  and  hqiiuob,  to  thy 
gMUer  jlory.     Amen. 
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A  Litany  in  honour  of  the  Child  Jem*. 
TiORD  have  mercy  on  us. 
Christ  have  mercy  on  us. 
Iiord  have  mercy  on  us. 
< 'hriat  hcaius. 
Christ  graciously  hear  us. 
God  the  Father  of  heaven, 
God  flie  Son,  Redeemer  of  Hie  worlcl, 
God  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Holy  Trinity,  one  God, 
Child  Jesus,  Son  of  the  living  God, 
Child  Jesus,  Son  of  the  Vii^ii  Mary, 
Child  Jesus,  the  Word  made  Flesh,  to 

Child  Jesus,  image  of  the  Godhead,  s 

Child  Jesus,  splendour  of  eternal  li^ht,  a 

Child  Jpsus,  equal  to  thy  eternal  Father,  S 

Child  Jesus,  glory  of  thy  virgin  Molher,  ^ 

Child  Jesus,  first-bom  of  aU  creatures,  o 

Child  Jesus,  weeping  in  the  manger,  ^ 

Child  JeauB,  conqueror  of  tyrants,  *• 

Child  JesQs,  overthtower  of  idols. 
Child  Jesus,  filled  with  zeal   for  the  glory  of  thy 

Father, 
ChQd  Jesus,  voluntary  subject  to  thy  blessed  Mother, 
Child  Jesus,  omnipotent  in  thy  wetness, 
Child  Jesus,  great  iu  thy  humility, 
Child  JesiiB,  fountain  of  graces. 
Child  Jesus,  furna.ce  of  love. 

Child  Jesus,  angel  of  the  great  eouncil,  Q] 

Chile  Jesus,  root  of  the  patriarchs,  S 

Chita  Jesus,  inspirer  of  the  prophets,  g 

Child  Jesus,  joy  of  the  shepherds,  ^ 

<!3iild  Jesus,  star  of  Jacob,  5 

Child  Jesus,  expectation  of  the  eternal  hills,  a 

Child  Jesus,  the  desired  of  all  nations.  ' 

Chile  Jesus,  the  divine  model  of  youth,  » 

Child  Jesus,  the  protefttor  of  children, 
Oliild  Jesus,  the  mighty— the  admirable—  ths  |miiea 
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Be  merciful  unto  us,  Swire  us,  O  Lord  Jesus. 
Ba  merciful  unto  us,  Hear  us,  O  Lord  Jesus. 

By  thy  ineifable  incarnation,  j. 

"By  thy  saoced  biith,  | 

Bj  thy  humility  and  piety,  J| 

By  thy  precious  tears,  a 

By  thy  painfu]  ciicumcision,  S 

By  thy  glorious  oianifestation,  a. 

By  thy  holy  presfentation,  ^ 
By  the  labours,  sufferings,  and  humiliations  of  thv  ^ 

childhood,  e 

By  thy  tender  love  for  youth,  ^ 
Ijamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 

Have  mercy  (talis,  0  Lord  Jestts. 
Lainb  of  God,  &o.  &o. 
Lamb  of  God,  &c.  &c. 

Let  us  pray. 
LofiD  Jesua  Christ,  Son  of  the  living  God,  who 
having  been  conceived  by  the  Holy  '^'•ost,  wert pleased 
to  be  bom  in  a  stable ;  to  be  adored  by  the  heavenly 
host;  to  be  circumcised;  manifested  to  the  Gentiles; 
presented  in  the  temple  ;  carried  into  Egypt ;  brought 
back  to  Nazareth ;  to  reveal  in  part  thy  eternal  wis- 
dom amongthe  doctors  at  Jerusalem,  and  to  pass  thy 
holy  childhood  in  subjection  to  thy  blessed  Mother  and 
reputed  Father;  permit  us  little  children  to  corae  to 
Ihee,  and  forbid  us  not,  that  by  thy  holy  grace  we  may 
reverence  the  mysteries  of  thy  sacred  youth,  with  such 
sincere  devotion,  as  to  become  conformable  to  thee  in 
meekness,  humility,  docility,  and  charity,  O  divine 
Child,  who.  With  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  iivest 
and  reignest,  one  God,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

A  devout  prayer  of  St.  Bernard  to  the  Blessed  Virgin. 
s  Virgin  !  that  it  has  ai 


b«aa  heard  of  in  any  age,  that  those  who  implored  thy 
powerfiil  protection  were  ^andu[ied  by  thee.  1 
Oiarefocet  .0  sacred  Virgin,  animated  with  the  most 
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lively  confidence,  caai  myself  at  thy  sacred  feet,  mMl 
earnestly  beseeching  thee  to  adopt  me  as  thy  child,  to 
take  care  of  my  eternil  salvation,  and  to  watch  ovol 
me  at  the  hour  of  death.  O  do  not.  Mother  of  the 
Word  Incarnate!  despise  my  prayer,  but  graciously 
heai  and  obtain  the  grant  of  my  petitions.  Amen. 
A  Prayer  before  the  Acts. 

GivF  us,  0  Almighty  and  Eternal  God  1  an  increase 
of  faith,  hope,  and  charity;  and  that  we  may  obtain 
what  thou  promisest,  grant  us  to  love  and  piactise 
what  thou  eommaiidest ;  through  Jesus  Chiiat  our 
Lorl.    Amen.  _ 

An  Act  of  Contntion. 

0  MT  God !  I  am  most  heartily  sorry  for  all  my 
sins ;  I  detest  them  above  all  things,  from  the  bottom 
ofmyheait.becauseiJiey  displease  thee, my  God,  who 
art  so  deserving  of  all  my  love,  for  thy  most  amiable 
and  adorable  perfections.  I  firmly  purpose,  by  thy 
holy  grace,  nevp'  more  to  offend  thee  deliberately ; 
and  by  the  same  grace  I  will  endeavour  to  atone  for 
ray  sins.     Amen. 

An  Act  of  Faitk. 

O  Mr  God !  I  most  firmly  believe  that  thou  art  one 
only  God,  Creator  and  Sovereign  Lord  of  heaven  and 
earth,  infinitely  great,  and  infinitely  good.  I  most 
firmly  believe  that  in  thee,  one  only  God,  there  are 
three  Persons  really  distinct,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  who  are  all  one  and  the  same  God : 
1  most  firmly  believe  that  Jesus  Christ,  thy  beloved 
Son,  the  second  Person  of  the  most  adorable  Trinity, 
was  made  man,  and  died  on  the  cross  to  redeem  and 
save  us  :  that  he  arose  the  third  day,  that  he  ascended 
into  heaven  :  that  lie  will  come  again,  at  the  end  of 
Ihewocld,  to  judge  all  mankind;  that  he  will  reward 
the  good  with  eternal  happiness,  and  condemn  the 


wicked  to  everlasting  torments.  I  likewise  most  firmlj 
tielieve,  that  out  of  hie  infinite  love  fot  ua,  hs  bu  tm 
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lis,  in  Ihe  most  adoraMe  sacrament  of  cjraitai,  hu 
own  most  precious  body  and  blood,  his  bouI  and  di- 
vinity, for  our  spiritual  food,  and  for  our  SEcriiice;  anit 
that  he  has  left  in  his  Church  the  power  of  forgiving 
sins.  I  believe  these,  and  all  other  truths  which  the 
■loly  Roman  Catholic  Church  proposes  to  our  belief 
because  it  is  thou,  my  Gwi,  who  hast"  revealed  them 
*11,  and  thou  art  truth  itself;  thou  neither  canst  do- 
ceive  nor  be  deceived.  In  this  faifh,  I  desire  to  live, 
and  in  the  same,  by  thy  lioly  grace,!  ammoat  firmly 
resolved  to  die.     Amen. 

An  Act  of  Hope. 
0  Mv  God!  relying  on  thy  almig-hty  power,  confi- 
ding in  thy  infinite  goodness  and  mercy,  and  in  thy 
sacred  promises,  I  most  fiim!y  hope  to  receive  the 
pardon  of  all  my  sins,  and  gra^e  to  serve  thee  faith- 
fully in  this  life,  that  I  may  deserve  to  enjoy  thee  for 
ever  in  the  next ;  through  my  Lord  an '  Saviour  ieaaa 
Ohrist.     Amen. 

An  Act  of  Charily. 
0  MT  God !  I  love  thee  with  my  whole  heart  and 
«oul ;  I  love  thee  above  all  thing?,  for  thy  most  ami- 
able perfections,  and  I  love  my  neighbonr  for  thj 
Bake :  grant  that  I  may  daily  increase  in  this  divina 
love,  ajid  prefer  a  thousand  deaths  to  the  loss  of  it  by 
any  mortal  sin.     Amen. 

An  Act  ofDivne  Love  and  Oblaium 
0  MV  God  and  my  All !  I  most  ardently  desiu,  by 
every  breath  I  draw,  by  every  thought,  word,  and  ac- 
tion, by  every  movement  of  body  and  soul,  to  tell  thee 
a  thousand  and  a  thousand  times,  that  1  love  ibee 
more  than  my  life,  or  any  thing  in  the  woild,  and  iLat 
1  consecrate  myself  to  thee,  renewing  my  baptismal 
vows,  together  with  the  promises  and  resolutions  of 
my  life  pwt.  I  offer  thee  also  all  the  homage,  love, 
joy,  praise,  Ihanka,  and  adoration,  of  the  church  mili 
taut,  ttiumphani,  and  suffering :  all  that  it  has  oSereil, 
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or  will  offer  to  thee  to  the  end  of  time ;  all  the  .era 
i!'nnplaeency,  and  delights  thou  posseasest  in  thy  di- 
vine essence,  one  God  and  three  Fersuns ;  alt  the 
homage  my  beloved  Jesus  renders  thee  in  the  adora- 
ble saciament  of  the  altar ;  and  all  the  masses  tlial 
aie  now  celebrating,  that  I  may  be  a  victim  immolated 
with  each,  Ui  thy  honour  and  glory,  without  will, 
wish,  or  desire,  but  those  solely  of  pleasing  thee, 
k)ving[  thee,  living  for  thee,  and  dyin^  for  thea.  ] 
am  thine,  O  my  Gfod,  make  me  so  entirely  and  eter 
nally.  Above  all,  t^e  my  heart,  fill  it  with  thy  bve, 
extirpate  from  it  all  other  affections,  and  make  of  il 
a  burning  furnace  of  pure  flames  of  thy  most  ardent 
love  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

May  the  most  just,  elevated,  and  amiahle  will  of 
God  be  accom-  '  ^'led  in  all  things ;  may  it  be  praised 
and  glorified  for  ever.     Amen. 

On  the  Meani  of  Sanctifying  Study. 
As  your  xaiffs  are  be  pretent  among  your  chief  duties,  Ind  ne 
cupjihe  ereaieai  jjonion  of  jQuriiino,  ii  isof  oonBiderableimpor- 
iriiee  thai  you  use  yourulnioel  endeaionn  lo  aandiiy  Iheiii,  by 
diiecbng  ihoao  pureuita  lothe  glory  of Qo4  ftntf  your  own  Bnirtinit 
ndTBOIBge;  othemiae,  nhalwillil  nail  you  althe  hourordealh, 
IS  ban  «udled  wllhlhe  greaiecl  diligence,  or  Ihe  gnsUBl  lucceaa, 
aince  whatevefianM  dona  for  God  ialD«[  for  eiernliy;  whereaa,  oa 
Ihe  conlrsry,  (he  niosE  IriHlng  among  yairrschor!  Juliee,  if  offered 
10  Him,  and  discharead  <br  hta  lo,%,  Is  renderad  merliorloui,  and 

Bra  diffetenily  pureued ;  thererore  be  careful  to  adopt  the  right 
plan,  and  to  lay  up  for  yourealf  a  treaaura  of  merit,  by  the  very 
toeajie  tvbtch  BO  pittny  young  peraone  either  neglect  entirely,  or 

To  aanctify  your  elud'iaa,  you  should  oheerre  three  things :  First, 


Secondly,  Tou  shoulil  take  the  grealeatcare  to  purify  your  inlen 
■bin  in  studying.  Tour  priinuy  intention  in  al)  your  etodiea  ahaulC 
H  ID  acoinpllsh  God's  holy  will,  to  please  his  dl>lne"UBjeBty,  and 
Bohey  your  pu«nie,Ba  likewise  those  who  hold  their  pince.  Pridst 
raailT,  iikHire  tocicel  others,  or  to  auract  Bdolrukin  an  km 


Ihe  advice  of  Si.  Vlncenl  Terrer  lo  young  psrs 
lage,  Ul  defoUnnaccumpaaj  jour  eluiiics :  co 

prayer:  BFionce  la  Reifi  of  Ihe  Father  of  Ijghi 
conakler  k  aa  Ihe  fruil  of  jour  own  iRielleci 


ouMhedaj,  by  frequont  aepiralions.  IheMnllmenlsilconaina. 
Prayer, 

I  OFFER,  0  my  God !  in  union  with  the  adorable 
actions  ajid  sufferings  of  Jesus  Christ  daring  his  mor- 
tal life,  the  duties  I  am  now.going  to  perform  foe  thy , 
love,  and  in  obedience  ta  thy  most  holy  will.  I  most 
humbly  beg  thy  divine  blessing,  and  the  light  of  thj 
holy  Spirit,  that  all  my  studies,  and  various  duties, 
may  tend  1«  thy  greater  glory  and  my  eternal  salva- 
tion ;  as  likewise  to  the  service  and  edification  of  my 
neighbour.     ATiten, 

On  the  holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass. 

To  assist  devoutly  and  reverently  at  the  adorable 
sacrifice  of  the  AUar,  is  the  greatest  act  of  religion 
that  man  can  perform ;  it  is  that  which  most  glorifies 
God,  and  which  most  promotes  our  ovm  eternal  inter- 
ests. Yet  it  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  an  opportunity 
of  assisting  at  mass  is  so  little  valued,  that  the  gene- 
rality of  persons  confine  themselves  to  hearing  Mas* 
on  Sundays  and  holidays,  because  on  those  days  they 
are  commanded  to  assist  at  the  divine  mysteries ;  and 
even  at  masses  of  piecept,  many  aie  present  witb 
nnful  distiMttions  and  disedifying  indevotion. 


B>  Google 


You  may  .nforturatel^  witness  such  conduct  herO' 
fcftec ;  but  if  you  erer  imitate  it  you  will  be  highly 
culpalile,  because  you  cannot,  as  some  may,  plead  by 
way  of  escuse,  the  want  of  instnictions,  or  early  im- 
presisiona  of  respect  and  devotion  towards  the  august 
and  adorable  sacrifice  of  oui  altars.  Yon  should  tliere- 
fore  recollect,  that  at  all  times  the  most  edifying  piety 
and  recollection,  in  assisting  at  Ihese  tremendous  mys- 
teries, will  be  expected  from  you,  as  the  fruits  of  the 
knowlodeeyou  will  be  known  to  have  acquired  of  your 
duty  in  this  respect,  and  also  aa  the  fruits  of  the  happi- 
ness you  now  enjoy  in  assisting  daily  at  this  divine 
Bacrifico.  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  consequence, 
that  you  now  endeavour  to  conceive  an  exalted  idea  of 
the  excellency  and  efficacy  of  llie  Mass,  as  likewise  a 
deep  sense  of  the  happiness  of  assisting  at  this  au^st 
sacrifice.  Those  dispositions  will  be  best  acquired  by 
fervour  and  reverence  in  hearing  Mass  iiow,  since  the 
habit  of  doing  so  daily  and  devoutly  in  your  youth,  must 
tend  to  draw  down  a  blessing  on  your  present  and 
future  life.  To  give  solidity  and  permanency  to  your 
devotion  in  discharging  one  of  the  most  solemn  duties 
of  our  holy  religion,  you  should  be  carefol  to  retain  the 
explanation  yoa  received  of  the  types,  figures,  and 
ceremonies  of  die  Mass;  a  knowledge  of  them,  tiioiigh 
not  absolutely  necessary,  ia  at  least  extremely  condu- 
cive to  devotion,  since  the  most  trivial  action,  cere- 
mony, or  even  ornament  used  at  Mass,  is  not  without 
mysterious  signification.  But  you  should  particularly 
impress  on  your  mind  three  points — 

1st,  The  nature  and  efficacy  of  ^e  Mass. 

2dly,  The  ends  for  wliich  it  is  offered. 

3dly,  The  dispositions  in  which  you  should  be,  and 
the  method  you  should  observe  to  assist  wcitliiiy  at 
the  holy  sacrifice. 

First,  Asli'ihenatnreof  the  sacrifice  of  the  Mass., 
you  know  from  your  catechism,  that  "  a  sacrifice" 
in  giineral,  "  «  that  first  and  most  neceasary  act  of 
digion,  bi,  whtck  is«  acknowledge  God'*  tupremt 
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Jomimon  tmer  us,  and  our  total  dependen 
,  It  consists  in  ihe  oblation  of  a  victim  I 

n  of  God  over 
s  Christ  ia  the 
Victim — the  Priest  makes  an  oblation  of  this  Victim 
to  the  EternaJ  Father,  on  behalf  of  all  men  i  and, 
finally,  it  undergoes  a  change,  which  shows  forth  the 
death  of  our.  Redeemer,  by  the  apparent  separation 
m'  t)ie  body  from  the  blood,  and  the  consumption  of 
both  by  the  priest.  This  most  adorable  sacrifice  is  the 
pare  offering  which  is  made  to  God  in  every  place, 
from  the  rising  of  the  sun,  even  to  the  going  down, 
according  to  ttie  prophecy  of  MaJachy,  (i.  11.)  It 
is  the  same  m  sabstance  with  the  sacri^ce  of  the 
cross,  because  the  Priest  and  the  Victim  are  the 
same ;  the  difference  Is  only  in  the  manner  of  offer- 
ing. Jesus  on  the  cross  offered  himself  a  bleeding 
victim  to  the  juBtice  of  God  for  oui  redemption — 
Jesus  on  the  altar  offers  himself  an  unbloody  victim, 
to  glorify  God  and  sanctify  us,  by  applying  to  oui 
souls  the  merits  of  his  passion  and  deicth. 

Secondly,  The  ends  for  which  Mass  is  offered  i 
those  ends  are  four  :-— 

1st,  To  acknowledge  the  sovereign  dominion  of 
[be  Almighty. 

3d,  To  thank  him  for  his  benefits. 

3d,  To  atone  for  our  sins  and  those  of  tAe  world. 

4th,  To  implore  the  blessings  and  graces  of  which 
vre  stand  in  need. 

In  the  old  law  there  was  a  separate  sacrifice  in 
stituted  for  each  of  those  ends;  but  in  the  Mass  all 
are  included,  because  it  fully  answers  every  end  fot 
which  sacrifice  ia  offered  to  God. 

The  Mass  ia  a  hilocaust,  or  sacrifice  of  adoration, 
in  which  Jesus  offers  himself  to  his  eternal  Father 
wholly  and  entirely,  rende;-ing  to  him  such  homage 
W  vs  due  tD  the  Almighty ;  and  which  enables  us  alao 
In  acknowledge  the  majesty  and  dominion  of  God  in 


majesty  ai 
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a  mannet  worthy  of  the  Dirinity, 
olherwise  be  impossible  for  any  crea 

It  is  a  sacrifice  of  thanliSgiTin^,  and  one  fully  ade- 
qoate  to  acknowledge  worthily  all  the  blessings  and 
graoea,  general  and  particular,  which  the  Almiglity 
bealoweJon  the  world. 

It  is  a  victim  of  expiation,  of  such  value  as  would 
suffice  to  atone  for  all  the  iniquities  of  millions  of 
worlds,  and  that  in  a  superabundant  manner. 

-  Lastly,  It  is  a  sacrifice  of  impetration,  that  is  to 
say,  it  is  offered  to  implore  from  God  aU  the  graces, 
blessings,  and  assistance,  spiritual  or  corporal,  general 
ot  particular,  which  we   desire   for   ourselves   and 

This  is  the  nature,  and  these  are  the  ends  of  that 
adorable  Sacrifice,  "wAicA,"  as  your  Catechism  say^3, 
"was  reserved  Jot  the  Netn  Law,  to  fulfil  the  figure  f 
of  the  Old  Law,  and  to  give  religion  its  full  perfec- 
tion."— "Ah!"  cries  a  great  servant  of  God,  speak- 
ing on  this  subject,  "how  much  is  it  lo  be  wished 
that  we  knew  the  value  of  the  treasure  in  our  pos- 
session! happy,  infinitely  happy' ate  Christians,  if 
ihey  but  feel  their  happiness!  What  a  source  of 
blessings  would  this  sacrifice  be  to  them!  What 
graces  would  Ihey  draw  from  it  for  body  and  soul,  for 
time  and  eternity!"  It.is  almost  impossible  to  reflect 
Ml  the  infinite  love  whieh  Jesus  manifests,  in  thus 
permitling  himself  to  be  offered  in  sacrifice  as  often 
OS  we  wish,  without  endeavouring  to  eoTtespond  with 
his  love,  and  manifesting,  to  the  beat  of  our  power 
tLe  most  unbounded  gratitude  for  so  great  a  blessing 
as  we  possess  in  this  adorable  mystery.  This  yoo 
can  most  effectually  do  by  carefully  avoiding  sin, 
which  is  the  great  obstacle  to  your  sharing  in  th« 
blessings  and  graces  that  are  daily  and  hourly  be- 
Mowed  on  the  world,  through  and  by  this  great  sacri- 
fice :  also  by  resolving  t«  hear  mass  every  day,  and 
never  to  let  sloth,  indifference,  or  any  other  such 
eause,  depri*  e  you  of  the  inestimable  advantages  ao- 
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a^xed  lo  so  holy  a  practice. — There  are,  it  i»  true, 
eases  in  vhich  dntiea  of  obligation  may  interfere  to 
prevent  your  assisting  at  Mass  on  week  days-  Such, 
however,  will  rarely  occur,  if  the  morning  be  profil«i 
of  for  discharging  a  duty  so  well  calculated  to  draw 
down  a  blesemg  on  the  day.  These  cases  need  not 
be  pointed  oit ;  you  are  sufficiently  instructed  to  dis- 
eern  them,  and  ^eq  to  know,  that  when  you  are  ab- 
Bent  from  Mass  on  week  days,  only  to  perfocm  the 
more  manifest  will  of  God  elsewhere,  you  lose  nothing 
before  God,  who,  in  all  cases,  and  under  all  oiioum- 
Blances,  requires  the  discharge  of  duty  before  the 
gratification  of  private  devotion. 

Thirdly,  The  dispositions  with  which  you  should 
liear  Mass,  regard  your  interior  sentiments  and  ex- 
terior eoniportment ;  as  is  evident  from  your  Cate- 
chism, which  directs  you  to  assist  at  this  divine  sacri- 
fice "  wtth  great  TecoUection  ajid  piety;  and  with 
eetry  mark  of  outmard  respect  and  devotion."  You 
should  therefore  always  endeavour  to  assist  at  Mass 
with  lively  faith,  contrition,  and  confidence  in  the 
mercy  of  God ;  those  virtues  are  the  most  proper  dis- 
position for  hearing  mass,  as  well  as  the  natyral  fruita 
of  that  great  sacrifice. 

Faith  is  necessary,  because  without  it  you  would 
not  be  enabled  to  penetrate  the  wonders  which  pass 
before  your  eyes  on  the  altar. — Contrition  for  sin  is 
natuially  to  be  expected  from  every  one  who  consid- 
ers in  the  Mass  a  lively  representation  and  renewal 
of  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Cross,  which  was  offered  for 
its  expiation ; — and  Confidence  in  the  infinite  mercy 
of  God,  is  a  disposition  at  all  times  calculated  to  ob- 
tain great  favours  from  the  divine  goodness,  but  it  is 
particularly  so  at  Mass.  Endeavour  always  to  ex. 
cite  this  sentiment  in  your  heart,  when  you  assist  at 
this  august  sacrifice,  by  considering  the  greatness 
»nd  infinite  value  of  the  victim  you  then  offer  lo  God. 
Had  you  been  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross  when  Jesua 
Christ  inuiiolated  himself  in  torments  for  your  hJw- 
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would  you  have  hesitated  in  asking  any  faposr  I 
Would  you  nave  thought  any  grace  too  great  lo  hope 
for,  or  any  sin  too  great  to  be  forgiven,  if  you  lopre- 
Bented  your  necessities  to  a  God  who  was  expiring 
for  your  sake,  and,  in  such  propitious  moments,  im- 

K'ored  mijrcy  through  his  sacred  passion  and  death  1 
e  firmly  convmced  that  your  confidence  in  God 
should  be  equally  lively  whenever  you  heat  Mass,  for 
you  have  the  totj'  same  grounds  for  hope.  It  is  the 
same  God  (fho  oSera  himself  for  you — it  is  the  same 
unbounded  lore  that  causes  him  to  do  so ;  his  sacred 
blood  and  infinite  merits  plead  your  cause  just  as 
etiicaciously  on  the  altai  as  they  did  on  Mount  Cal- 
vary, where,  mith  a  loud  cry  and  tears,  as  St.  Paul 
expresses  it,  he  implored  mercy  and  salvation  for  all 
sinners,  and  amongst  them  for  you.  Think  of  the 
penitent  thief,  whose  unbounded  confidence  in  the 
nierits  of  a  Redeemer  obtained  for  him  the  greatest 
of  all  possible  graces — perfect  conversion  and  eternal 
happiness.  Ask  for  any  thing,  snd  every  thing  you 
desiie ;  ask  with  conhdence,  and  you  shaU  receive  : 
for,  in  presenting  Jesus  Christ  to  his  eternal  Father, 
jou  will  always  be  sure  of  giving  more  than  you  io.- 
alore.  It  will  serve  to  animate  your  devotion  ii 
rearing  Mass,  to  offer  it  up  each  time  for  some  par- 
ticular intention ;  such  as,  to  obtain  the  grace  to  con- 
quer some  fault;  to  acquire  some  virtue;  for  the  con- 
version of  some  BJimer ;  for  those  that  are  in  the 
agonies  of  death;  or  for  the  suffering  souls  in  purga- 
tory ;  but,  in  particular,  be  careful  to  offer  it,  espe- 
cially on  days  of  obligation,  for  the  four  ends  of  the 
sacnfice,  which  you  will  find  comprised  in  the  short 
offering  prefixed  to  the  Ordinary  of  the  Mass. 

As  to  the  profound  respect,  recollection,  silence, 
wid  guard  over  the  senses,  which  are  the  exterior 
dispositions,  or  rather,  that  which  forms  the  I'ompoi-l- 
ment  rei^uired  for  assisting  at  Mass,  it  would  appeal 
wfflcient  to  have  faith  not  to  fail  in  them.  "  When 
yoo  behold,"  as  St.  Chrysostom  says,  "  the  Lord  him 
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•elf  laying  the  Victim  on  the  Altai,  and  offered,  and 
Ihe  priest  attending,  itid  praying  over  the  aacrifice, 
pureed  with  Mb  precious  blood — when  you  consider, 
that  what  is  then  done  is  far  more  awful,  more  aston- 
ishing, more  extraordinary,  than  when  fire,  falling 
from  heaven,  consumed  the  sacrifice  of  £lias,  you 
cannot,  without  inexcusahle  presumption  and  impiety, 
be  guilty  of  exterior  disrespect  at  Mass."  Yet,  un- 
fertunatoly,  such  impiety  is  not  very  nnusual.  The 
inmistera  of  God  may  now,  with  loo  much  truth,  re- 
peat the  words  of  the  same  holy  Doctor :  "  I  see," 
says  he,  "persons  behave  disrespectfully,  and  with- 
out due  attention  in  the  Church.  Can  any  impiety 
be  found  equal  to  this!  At  worldly  aesemblies  etery 
thing  is  regulated  and  carried  oil  without  confusion ,' 
and  here,  in  the  company  of  angels,  you  talk  and 
laufrh!  Should  we  be  surprised,  if  thunder  fell  from 
heaven,  to  punish  such  impiety!"  Reflect  "n  those 
expressions,  which  are  not  too  strong  for  the  subject, 
and  consider  also,  that  persons  who  act  in  this  man- 
ner renew,  as  far  as  depends  on  them,  the  insults, 
mocitery,  and  derision,  which  were  so  great  an  aggra- 
vation 10  the  sulTeringB  of  Jesoa  Christ  on  the  erosa. 
This  consideration  alone  should  impress  you  with  a 
lasting  horror  of  the  scandalous  custom  of  convers- 
ing, laughing,  and  saluting  in  the  cliapel,  and  even 
during  the  tremendous  Sacrifice :  a  custom  which 
you  should  carefully  guard  against,  in  defiance  of  hu- 
man respect,  or  the  politeness  which  is  often  alleged 
ss  an  excuse  for  returning  salutes,  or  replying  to  in- 
quiries in  the  chapel.  Such  politeness  is  not  lessxlis- 
edifying  than  misplaced. 

The  method  to  be  observed  in  hearing  Mass  may 
vary  according  to  each  person's  devotion :  it  is  in 
itself  of  less  consequence  than  all  the  rest ;  becausa 
those  whose  hearts  are  penetrated  with  the  disposi- 
tions here  pointed  out,  cannot  iail  to  hear  Mass  well, 
whatever  method  they  adopt.  However,  as  young 
^insoiw  ritonl  ]  not  give  themselves  much  latitude  is 


BO  eolemn  a  duty  as  thLs,  you  should  generally  speftb 
ing,  in  hearing  Mass,  follow  the  directions  of  yoM 
Catechism,  which  says,  that  the  beat  manner  of  hear- 
ing Mass,  is  to  "offer  it  with  the  pi  test — lo  f>ti,dilat» 
on  Christ's  sufferings — and  to  go  !o  communion ;" 
tha*  ia,  either  to  follow  the  priest,  which  jou  cw»  do 
by  ising  the  Ordinary  of  tlie  Mass;  or  else,  to  oo- 
cupy  yonrself  entirely  in  ponimerriorating  the  suffer 
ings  of  Christ,  for  which  also  you  have  a  method  in 
this  book,  In  either  case,  when  you  do  not  eommu- 
nioate  saoramentiJly,  yon  should  not  iiegiect  making 
3,  ^iritnal  communion. 

Spiritual  communion  ia  a  most  holy  and  profitable 
devotion,  calculated  for  all  times,  bat  particularly  for 
the  time  of  the  Mass.  It  consists  in  ardently  desir- 
ing to  receive  the  adorable  Eucharist,  and  in  uniting 
the  heart  with  God.  It  is  made  by  an  act  of  faith  in 
the  real  presence  of  Christ  in  the  holy  Eucharist,  an 
act  of  hope  in  his  mercy,  an  act  of  love  for  hia  infi- 
nite perfections,  and  an  act  of  desire  to  enjoy  the 
happmess  of  aaoramentai  communion.  The  best  me- 
thod you  can  adopt,  would  be  to  endeavour  to  excite 
sentiments  of  these  virtues  in  your  heart,  while  'lie 
priest  communicates ;  uniting  your  heart  to  God  as 
fervently  as  you  can,  and  conversing  with  liim  inte- 
riorly, just  as  you  would  do  if  you  had  actually  le- 
ceived  the  holy  communion.  Do  this  in  whaievei 
terms  devotion  may  suggest ;  but  whenever  you  want 
a  form  for  the  purpose,  the  prayer  for  spiritual  oom- 
niunion,  to  be  found  in  each  of  flie  following  methods 
for  hearing  Mass,  will  answer  extremely  well. 

A  PraycT  hefon  Mass. 
O  MY  God !  I  most  humbly  beg  of  thee  to  grant  ma 
the  necessary  dispositions  for  assisting  devoutly  at 
the  adorable  sacrifice  which  I  am  about  to  present  to 
thy  divine  Majesty,  in  union  with  Jesus  Christ  thj 
beloved  Son,  and  with  thy  whole  Church.  I  offer 
(his  Mass  as  a  holocaust,  to  acknowledge  thy  absolute 


dominion  over  me,  and  all  creatutea ;  as  a  sacrifice 
ot thanks^ving  for  all  thy  benefits;  as  a  sacrifice  of 
expiatioatoc  my  aina,  and  thoae  of  all  ereatiires,  living 
aiid  dead;  and  as  a  sacrilice  of  impetratiim,  to  im- 
plore for  myself  and  all  mankind  the  graces  and 
jlessings,  spiritual  and  temporal,  of  which  we  atand 
most  in  need.  I  unite  my  heart  to  the  dispositions 
which  animate  the  heart  of  Jeaus  while  he  offers 
nimself  on  the  altar,  and  lo  iJiose  of  the  blessed 
Virgin  when  she  atood  at  the  foot  of  the  oroaa.  O  my 
divine  Jeens  (  grant  that,  like  those  who  witnessed 
thy  death  on  Mount  Calvary,  I  may  depart  from  this 
sanctuary  penettatwJ  with  compassion  for  th^  auffe> 
ings,  and  with  sorrow  for  my  sins,  by  which  they 
were  caused ;  as  lihewiae  with  a  firm  resolution  rather 
to  die  than  to  offend  thee  wilfully  henceforward. 
Amen. 

JThilc  l&e  Pr-esi  aprMles  Holy  Water  (tfore  Solkhs  Him  on 

Ant.     Asperses    me,         Amh.  Thou  wilt  sprin- 

Domine,  hyssopo,  et  mun-    kle  me,  0  Lord !  with  hya- 

dabor ;  lEtvabia  me,  et  su-     sop,  and  I  shall  he  cleans- 

per  nivem  dealbabor.  ed :  thou  wilt  wash  me, 

and  I  shall  be  made  whiter 

Ps.  Miserere  mei,  Deus,  Ps.  Have  mercy  on  me, 
secundum  magnam  mi-  0  God,  according  to  tiij 
eericordiam  tuam.  great  mercy. 

V.  Gloria  Patri,  &c.  V.    Glory   be    to    the 

Father,  &c. 
Ant  Asperges  me,  &c.         Anth.  Thou  wilt  spriiv. 
hie  me,  &c. 
JVte  Piiest  honing  returned  to  the  foot  of  the  Allai't 
says, 
V.  Oatendenobii5,Dom-         V.  Show  us,  0  Lord, 
me,  misericordiam  tnam.      thy  mercy. 

R.  Et  salulare  tuum  da  R.  Aud  grant  na  tttf 
■obia.  salvation. 
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V.  Doraine,  eiaudi  or-         V.  O  LoccI,  hear   mj 

Mkmem  raeam.  pr^er, 

R.  Et  clamor  mens  ad         R.  And  lei  my  cry  come 

V   Dominus  vobiscum.         V.    May  ihe  Lord  bo 

with  you, 
R.  Et  com  spiritu  tuo.        R.  And  with  thy  spirit. 

The  Prayer,  Exaiidi. 
Hear  us,  O  holy  Lord,  Almighty  Father,  eternal 
«!od !  and  vouchsafe  to  send  thy  holy  angel  from 
neave.n  to  guard,  cherish,  protect,  visit,  and  defend 
lU  that  are  asaembled  in  this  place :  through  .Ti^sub 
Christ  oar  Lord.     Arnen. 

From  EASTER  m  WHIT  SUNDAY,  I'-eluHrely,  inslead  of  a* 
foregoing  A»T,  Asptrgea.  Sio.  (A» /di/Dw™?  fs  aa«e,  o"d  A;|« 
1uia«  are  added  la  Iht  Venlr.les  anii  Kesponsuiea,  be.  . 


ViBi  aquEun  egredien-         I   saw   water   flowirg 

lem   de   templo  a  latere  fTom  the  right  side  of  the 

dextio.  Alleluia :  et  om-  temple.  Alleluia  ;  and  all 

nes  ad  quoe  pervitnit  aqua  to  whom  that  w«ter  came 

iiita,   salvi   facti   sunt  et  weresaved,andtheyshall 

dicent.  Alleluia  say.  Alleluia.- 

Ps.     Confitemini    Do-         Ps.   Praise   the   Lord. 

Diinn,    quoniam     bonus  :  because  he  is  good :  be- 

quoiiiam  in  seeculum  mis-  cxase  his  mercy  end ureth 

orieordia ejus.    -Gloria,  forever.     Glory,  &e. 

A.  Prayer  said  before  Mass  in  the  United  Stales  of 

Wb  pray  thee,  O  Almighty  and  eremil  God,  who, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  has  tevealeii  Ihy  glory  to  all 
■Btions  to  preserve  the  works  of  ',hy  mercy ;  that  thj 
church,  being  spread  through  the  whole  wiirld,  maj 
oontinuti  with  unchanging  faith,  in  the  oan&anoB,  of 
Iky  name. 
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We  pray  thee,  who  alone  art  good  and  holj-  lo  en. 
dow  with  heavenly  knowledge,  sincere  zeal,  and  sanc- 
tity of  life,  our  chief  bishop,  N.  N.  the  vicar  of  out 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  government  of  his  ohurch; 
our  own  bishop,  N.  N.  [or,  if  he  be  not  consecrated, 
"  our  bishop  eieet ;"]  all  other  bishopa,  prelates,  uw 
pastors  of  the  church,  and  especially  those  who  exe  ap- 
pointeil  to  exercise  among  as  the  functions  of  the  holy 
ministiT,  and  conduct  the  peoplo  into  the  ways  of 
salvation. 

We  ptay  thee,  O  God  of  might,  wisdom,  and  justice, 
through  whom  authority  is  righfly  adrniniatered,  lavts 
are  enacted,  and  judgment  decreed,  assist,  with  thy 
Holy  Spirit  of  counsel  wid  fortitude,  the  President 
of  these  United  States ;  that  his  administration  may 
be  conducted  in  righteousness,  and  be  eminently  nse- 
ful  to  thy  people  over  whom  he  presides,  by  encoors*- 
ing  doe  respect  for  virtue  and  religion ;  by  a  faithM 
execution  of  the  laws  in  justice  and  mercy ;  and  by 
restraining  vice  and  immorality. — Let  the  light  of 
thy  divine  wisdom  direct  the  deliberations  of  congresSj. 
aiid  sbbe  forth  in  all  their  proceedings  and  laws 
framed  for  our  rule  and  government;  so  that  diey 
may  tend  to  tlie  preservation  of  peace,  the  promotion 
of  national  happiness,  the  increase  of  industry,  so- 
briety, and  usdul  knowledge,  and  may  perpetuate  to 
us  the  blessings  of  equal  liberty. 

We  pray  for  his  excellency,  the  governor  of  this 
Btate,  for  the  members  of  assembly,  for  aQ  judges, 
ma^strates,  and  other  officers,  who  are  appointed  to 
guard  our  political  welfare ;  tl^t  lliey  may  be  enabled 
by  thy  powerful  protection,  to  dischjage  the  dutieo  of 
their  respective  stations  with  honesty  and  ability. 

We  recommend,  likewise,  Xo  thy  unbounded  mereji 
all  our  brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  throughout  tlie 
United  States,  that  they  may  be  blessed  in  the  know- 
ledge, and  sanctified  in  the  observance  of  thy  most 
boly  kw:  that  they  may  be  preserved  in  union,  and 
«  that  peace  which  tfle  world  cannot  give ;  and  after 


_,ooglc 


enjoying  the  blessings  of  tliis  life,  be  admitted  to  tItOM 
which  ace  eternal. 

Finally,  we  pray  thee,  O  Lord  of  mercy,  to  re- 
member the  soiils  of  thy  servants  departed,  who  aro 
gone  before  us,  with  the  si^  of  faith,  and  repose  in 
Ate  sleep  of  peaee ;  the  souls  of  our  parents,  rela- 
tions, and  friends ;  of  those  who,  when  living,  were 
luemi] era  of  this  congregation;  and  particularly  of 
Boch  as  ate  lately  deceased ;  of  all  henefeetors,  who, 
by  their  donations  or  legacies  to  this  church,  witness- 
ed their  zeal  for  the  decency  of  divine  worship,  and 
proved  their  claim  to  our  grateful  and  charitable  re- 
membrance. To  these,  O  Lord,  and  to  all  that  rest 
in  Christ,  grant,  we  beseech  thee,  a  place  of  refresh- 
ment, light,  and  everlasting  peace — through  the  same 
Jeans  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour.     Amen. 
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In  Nomine  Patris,  et 

In  the  name  of  the 

Filii,  et  Spiritua  Sancti. 

Father,  and  of  the  Son, 

Amen. 

&c.     Amen. 

Ant.  Introibo  ad  al- 

Anth.  I  will  go  unto 

tare  Dei. 

the  altar  of  God. 

R.    Ad    Deum,    qui 

R.  To  God,  who  ro 

Iffltificat  juventutem  me- 

joiceth  my  youth. 

Psalm  xlii. 

JuDicA  me,  Dens,  et 

Judge  me,  0  God,  aid 

disceme  causam  meam 

distinguish    my    cause 

de  gente  non  sanr.la :  ab 

from  the  nation  that  is 

homine  imqao  et  doloso 

not  holy :  from  the  un. 

sruente. 

just  and  deceitful  man 

deliver  me. 
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fortitude  roea,quare  me 
repiilisti,  et  qaare  tristis 
incedo  diim  affligh  mo 
inimicus  ? 

P.  Emitte  lucem  tu- 
am  et  veritatem  tuam  : 
Ipsa  me  deduxeruDt,  el 
iiddiixeTunt  in  Montem 
sanctum  tuum,  et  in  Ta- 
bernacula  tua, 

R.  Et  iiitroibo  ad  aU 
lare  Dei:  ad  Deum 
qui  Imtificat  juventutem 

P.  Confitebor  tibi  in 
cithara,     Deus,     Deus 

anima  mea  1  et  quare 
contuibaa  me  ^ 

R.  Spera  in  Deo, 
quoniam  adhuc  confite- 
bor illi ;  salutare  vultus 
mei,  et  Deus  mens, 

P.  Gloria  Patri,  et 
Fi'lio,  et  Spiritui  Sac^sto. 

R.  Sicuteratinpria- 
cipio,  et  Diinc,  et  sem- 

loram.  .  Amm. 

P.  Introibo  ad  altare 
Dei. 
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R,  Siace  thou,  O 
God,  art  my  strength, 
why  host  thou  rejected 
me ;  and  why  do  1  go 
sorrowful  whilst  tiiei 
enemy  afBicteth  me  ? 

P.  Send  forth  thy 
Light  and  thy  Truth; 
they  have  eonducteij 
and  brought  me  nnto 
the  holy  Mount,  aad 
into  thy  Tabernacle. 

R.  And  I  will  go  un. 
to  the  altar  of  God  :  to 
God  who  rejoiceth  my 

P.  I  will  praise  thee 
on  the  harp,  O  God,  my 
God ;  why  art  thou  sor- 
rowful, O  my  soul  t  and 
why  doat  thou  disturb 
me? 

R.  Hope  in  God,  fo( 
him  will  I  still  praise  ; 
he  is  my  God,  and  the 
Saviour  1  look  for. 

P.  Glory  be  to  the  Fa- 
ther,  and  to  the  Son,  &c. 

R.  Aa  it  was  in  the 
beginning,  is  now,  and 
ever  shall  be,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 

P.  I  will  go  unto  the 
altar  of  God, 


B>  Google 


R,  A-d  Deum  qui  k 
tificat  juventutem  iwi 


R,  Qui  fecit  ctelum 
et  terra  m. 

P.  Confiteor  Deo  om. 
uipotenli,  &c. 

R.  Misereatur  tui 
omnipotent  Deus,  et  di- 


ducat  h 

P.  Amen. 

R.  Cocfiteor  Deo  om- 
nipotentt,  beatie  Marise 
semper  Virgini,  beato 
Michael  i  Archangelo, 
beato  Joanni  Baptistfe, 
Sanctis  ApostoUa  Petro 
et  Paulo,  omnibus  Sanc- 
tis, et  tibi  Pater,  quin 
peccavi  nimis  cogita- 
tione,  verbo  et  opere, 
mea  culpa,  mea  culpa, 
mea  rnasima  culpa. 
Heo  precor  beatani  Ma- 
riam  semper  Vivginem, 
beatum  Michaelum 
Archacgelum,  beatum 
Joannem  BaptiHtatii, 
saoctos   Apostolos  Pe- 


R.  To  God  who  re- 

joiceth  my  youtli. 

P.  Our  help  is  in  ths 
name  of  the  Lord. 

R.  Who  made  hea. 
ven  and  earth. 

P.  I  confess  to  AU 
mighty  God,  &c. 

R.  May  Almighty 
God  be  merciful  to  thee, 
and,  forgiving  thee  thy 
sins,  bring  thee  to  ever- 
lasting lile. 

P.  AmeQ. 

R.  I  confess  to  Al 
mighty  God,  to  the 
bl^ed  Mary,  ever  a 
Virgin,  blessed  Michael 
the  Archangel,  blessed 
Joha  Baptist,  the  holy 
Apostles  Peter  and 
Paul,  to  ail  the  saints, 
and  to  you.  Father,  that 
I  have  sinned  exceed- 
ingly in  thought,  word, 
and  deed,  through  mj 
fault,  through  my  fault, 
through  my  most  griev- 
ous fiiult.  Therefore 
I  beseech  the  blessed 
Mary,  ever  a  Virgin 
blessed     Michael    the 
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tram  et  Pauluni,  omnea 

Archangel.blessed  John 

Sanctoa,   et   le,   Pater, 

Baptist,  the  holy  Apos- 

orare pro  me  ad  Domi- 

tles  Peter  and  Paul,  and 

num  Dfium  nostrum. 

a!l  the  saints,  aad  you, 

O  Father,  to  pray  to  tii8 

Lord  our  God  for  me. 

P.  Misereatur  vestri 

P.    May     Almighty 

omnipotens  Ueus,  et  di- 

God  bo  merciful  unto 

missis  pcccatis  vestris, 

you,  and,  forgiving  you 

perducat  vog  ad  vitam 

your  sins,  bring  you  to 

Kiernam. 

life  everlasting. 

R.  Amen. 

R,  Amen. 

P.  Inffulj^entiam,  ab- 

P.  MaytheAlmightj 

solutionem,  et  remisslo- 

and  most  merciful  Cord 

nem  peccatorura  coatro. 

grant  us  pardon,  abso- 

rum, tvibuat  nobis  om- 

lution,  and  remission  of 

nipolena  et  misericors 

our  sins. 

Dominus. 

R.  Amen. 

R.  Amen. 

P.  Deus,  tu  cotiver- 

P.  0  God,  thou  being 

sus  vivjficabia  nos. 

turned  towards  \is,  wilt 

eoltven  us. 

R.  Et  plebs  tua  \m- 

B.  And  thy   people 

tabitur  in  te. 

wilt  rejoice  in  thee. 

P.     Ostende     nobis, 

P.  Show  us,  O  Loid 

Do  mine,  mLsfjicordiam 

thy  mercy. 

tuam. 

R.  Et  salutarej^um 

R.    And  grant  us  iny 

da  nobis. 

salvation. 

P.    Dornine,    cxaudi 

P.  0  Lord,  hear  my 

oiationem  meatn. 

prayer. 

R.  El  clamor  mens 

H.  And  let  my  erj 

ad  to  veniat. 

come  unto  thee. 
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P,    Dominiis    ;obis-        P.  The  Lord  be  with 
num.  you. 

R.  Et    cum    spiritu        R.     And    with    t!ijr 

The  Priest,  going  to  the  Altar,  *ays, 

Take  away  from  os  our  iniquities,  we  beseech 

thee,  O  Lord,  that  we  may  be  worthy  to  enter 

with  pure  minds  inlothe  Holy  of  Holies  :  through, 

&CC,     Amen. 

Bowing  down,  he  says. 

We  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  by  the  merits  of 

thy  saints,  whose  relics  are  here,  and  of  all  the 

saints,  that  thou  woiildst  vouchsafe  to  forgive  ma 

all  my  sins.     Amen, 

Whilst  he  reads  the  Introit,  say, 
Let  the  name  of  the  Lord  be  blessed  both  now 
and  for  ever.  From  the  rising  to  the  setting  of 
the  Sim  all  praise  is  due  to  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
Who  ia  like  the  Lord  our  God,  who  dwells  on 
high,  and  looks  oq  all  that  ia  humble  both  in 
heaven  and  earth.  Glory  be  to  the  Fatther,  &c. 
P.  Kyrie  eleison.  R.  Kyrieeleison.  P.  K^rio 
eleison.  Lord  have  mercy  vpim  us.  [R.  Ch/iste 
eleison.  P.  Christe  eleison.  R.  Christe  eleison. 
Christ  have  mercy  upon  us.  [P.  Kyrie  eleison. 
R.  Kyrie  eleison.  P.  Kyrie  eleison.  Lord  have 
mercy  lepcm  us. 

GLORIA  IN  EXCELSIS. 
Gloria    m    exeelsis         Glory  be  to  God  on 
Deo,   et   ia   terra  pax    high,  and  on  earth  pe&ca 
hominibus  bouEe  volun-     to   men   of  good  will. 
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talis.      Laudamus    te;     We  praise   ■ 


mus  te  ;  glorificamua  te. 
Gratias  agimua  tibi 
propter  magnam  glori- 
am  tuam,  Domine  Deus, 
Rex  ccelestis,  Deus  Pa. 
ter  Onioipotens.  Do- 
mine Fill  unigeuite  Jcsu 
Christe.  Domine  Deus, 
Agnus  Dei,  FiHus  Pa- 
tria.  Qui  tollis  peccata 
m'undi,  miaerere  nobis. 
Qui  tollis  peccata  mun- 
di,  suacipe  deprecation- 

dd  dexteram  Patris, 
miserere  nobis.  Quo- 
niam  tu  solus  sanctus. 
Tu  solus  Dominus. 
Tu  solus  altissimus,  Je- 
su  Christe,  cum  Sancto 
Spiritu,  in  gloria  Dei 
Patris.     Amen. 


thee  ;  we  glorify  ihee. 
We  give  thee  thanks  for 
thy  great  glory,  O  Lord 
God,  heavenly  King, 
God  the  Father  Al- 
mighty. O  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  only  begot" 
ten  Son,  O  Lord  God, 
Lamb  of  God,  Son  of 
the  Father,  who  takesl 
away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  have  mercy  on 
us.  Who  takest  away 
the  sins  of  the  world,  re- 
ceive our  prayers.  Who 
siftest  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  Father,  have 
mercy  on  us.  For  thou 
only  art  holy.  Thou 
only  art  the  Lord.  Thou 
only,  O  Jesus  Christ, 
together  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  art  most  high  in 
the  glory  of  God  the 
Father.     Amen. 


The  Priest,  turning  towards  the  People,  salutes  them, 
saying, 

P  Pominus  vobis.  P.  The  Lord  be  with 
cutn  you. 

R.,  Et  cum  spintu  R.  And  with  thy 
iua,.  spirit. 
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At  the  Collects, 

We  humbly  beseech  thee,  O  Almighty  ana 
eteroa.  God,  mercifully  to  give  ear  to  the  prayers 
of  th^  servant,  which  he  offers  to  thee  in  the 
name  of  thy  Church,  and  on  behalf  of  us  thy  peo- 
ple ;  accept  them  to  the  honom  ol  thy  name,  and 
the  good  of  our  eoula  and  grant  us  all  those 
blessing  which  maj  c  ntnb  ite  to  our  salvation  : 
through,  &c.     Amen 

At  t!ie  Ep  stle 

Be  thou,  0  Lord  eternally  praised  and  blessed, 
for  having  communicated  thy  Spirit  to  the  holy 
prophets  and  apostles,  disclosing  to  them  admira- 
ble secrets,  redounding  to  thy  glory  and  our  great 
good.  We  firmly  believe  their  word,  because  il 
is  thine.  Give  us,  we  beseech  thee,  the  happi- 
ness to  understand  their  instructions,  and  so  con. 
form  our  lives  thereto,  that  at  the  hour  of  death 
we  may  merit  to  be  received  by  thee  into  the 
s  of  eternal  bliss. 


Atthe  endofthe  Epistle, (Ae  CUrkanswers, 
Deo  gratias.  Thanks  be  to  God 

During  the  Gradual  or  Tra 

How  wonderful,  0  Lord,  is  thy  name  1  on  h 

the  whole  earth.     I  will  bless  the    L    d        all 

times  ;  his  praise  shall  be  ever  in  my  n  u  1     Be 

thou  my  God  and  protector ;  in  thee  al  ne  I  put 

my  trust ;  O  let  me  never  be  confaand  d 

Before  the  Gospel, 

Cleanse  my  heart  and  my  lips,  O  Almighty 

God,  who  didst  cleanse  the  fips  of  the  prophel 
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Isaiah  with  a  burning  coal :  and  vouchsafe, 
through  thy  gracious  mercy,  so  to  purify  me,  that 
I  may  worthily  attend  to  thy  holy  gospel :  througli 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

May  the  Lord  be  in  my  heart,  and  on  my  lip&, 
tliat  I  may  worthily,  and  in  a  becoming  maimer, 
attend  to  his  gospel.     Amen. 

P.    Dominus   vobis-         P.  The  Lord  be  with 

R.  Et  cum  spiritu  R.  And  with  thy 
luo,  spirit. 

P.  Sequentia,  {vclin-  P,  The  continuation 
itium,)  sajicti  Evaagelii  (or  the  beginning)  of 
secundum,  &c.  the  holy  Gospel  accord- 

ing to,  &c. 

R.  Gloria  tj^i.  Do-  R,  Glory  be  to  thee, 
mine.  Oi,  ■.'■".'  "■  Q  Lord. 

During  the  Goapel, 

Be  thou  ever  adored  and  praised,  O  Lord,  who 
not  content  to  instruct  us  by  thy  prophets  and 
apostles,  hast  even  -vouchsafed  to  speak  to  ua  by 
thy  only  Son  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  command- 
ing us  by  a  voice  from  heaven  to  hear  him  :  grant 
us,  mercifid  God,  the  grace  to  profit  by  his  divine 
and  heavenly  doctrine.  All  that  is  written  of 
thee,  divine  Jesus,  in  thy  gospel,  is  truth  itself; 
manifesting  infinite  wisdom  in  thy  actions ;  power 
and  goodness  in  thy  miracles  ;  light  and  instruc 
tion  in  thy  maxims.  With  thee,  sacred  Redeemer, 
are  the  words  of  eternal  life  ;  to  whom  shall  w« 
go  but  to  thee,  eternal  Fountain  of  Truth  ?  I 
firmiy  believe,  0  God,  all  thou  teachest ;  give  me 
only  [grace  to  practise  what  thou  commandest, 
-  iUidiG<9|nmand  what  thou  pleaaest. 
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At  tke  end  of  the  Gospel,  answer, 

R.  Laus  tibi,  Christe.         R.  Praiae  be  to  the«i 

O  Christ. 

Then  add  with  Ike  Pnesi,  in  a  low  Voice 

May  our  sins  be  blotted  out  by  the  words  o( 

tlio  Go.spel. 

The  Nicene  Creed. 
Ckkdo  ii 


m,  Patrem  omnipoten-  God,  the    Father    Al. 

tem,   facioretn  cceh  et  mighty,  Maltcr  of  hca. 

ten'Ee,  visibilium  omni-  '       ''        ■    -  ■> 
urn  et  invisibilium. 

Et  in  unum  Dominum  And  in  one  Lord  Je- 
Jesuni  Christum  Fillum  sus  Chi'ist,  the  only  he- 
Dei  unigenitum ;  et  ex  gotten  Son  of  God  ;  and 
Patre  natum  ante  om.  bom  of  the  Father  be- 
nia  stecula.  Deum  de  fore  all  ages.  God  of 
Deo  ;  Lumen  de  Lu-  God ;  Light  of  Light ; 
mine  ;  Deum  verum  de  true  God  of  true  God  ; 
Deo  vero  ;  genitum  non  begotten  not  made ; 
factum ;  consubstantia-  consubstantia!  to  the 
iem  Patri,  per  quem  Father,  by  whom  all 
omnia  facta  sunt.  Qui  things  wei'e  made, 
propter  nos  homines,  et  Who  for  us  men,  and 
propter  nostram  salu-  for  our  salvation,  came 
iem,  descendit  de  ccelis,  down  from  heaven,  and 
et  mcamatus  est  de  became  mcamate  pf 
SpirituSancto,exMaria  the  Holy  Ghost  of  the 
Virgine,  ET  HOMO  Virgin  Mary.  AND 
FACTUS  EST.*  Cru-  WAS  MADE  MAN.» 

t  At  ihue  words  all  kneel 
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tiiixus  etiam  pro  nobis 
Bub  Pontio  Pilato,  pas- 
sus  Qt  sepultus  est.  £t 
resurvexit  tertia  die  se. 
cuiidum  Scripturaa.  Et 
ascendit  in  cffilum,  se. 
det  ad  desteram  Patris. 
Et  iterum  venturus  est 
cum  gloria  judicare 
vivos  etmortuos  :  cujus 
regni  non  erit  finis. 


Et  in  Spiritum  Sanc- 
tiim,  Dominum  et  vivi- 
ficantem,  qui  es  Pat  re 
Filioque  procedit:  qui 
cum  Patre  et  Filio  si- 
miil  adoratur,  et  conglo- 
rificatur ;  qui  locutus 
est  per  pfophetas,  Et 
unam  sanctam  Catholi- 
cam  et  Apostolicam 
Ek^ilesiam.      Confiteoi 


n  peccatorum. 
EU  eifpeeto  le&urrec- 
tionem  moituoiem,  et 
vitam    venturi    sd^culi. 


OP  THE  MASS.  da 

He  was  emcified  also 
for  us,  suffered  under 
Pontius  Pilate,  and  waa 
buried.  And  the  third 
day  he  rose  again  ac. 
cording  to  the  Scrip, 
tures.  Aad  ascended 
into  heaven,  sitteth  at 
the  right  hand  of  the 
Father,  and  he  is  to 
come  again  with  glory 
to  judge  both  the  living 
and  the  dead,  of  whose 
kingdom  there  shall  be 

And  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,  the  Lord  and 
Giver  of  Life,  wbopro- 
ceedeth  from  the  Father 
and  the  Son :  who,  to. 
gether  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  is  adored 
and  glorified :  who 
spoke  by  the  prophets. 
And  one  holy  Catholic 
and  Apostolic  Church. 
1  confess  one  baptism 
for  the  remission  of  sins. 
And  I  expect  the  resur. 
rectionof  the  dead,  and 
the  life  of  the  world  to 
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P,  Dominus  vobis-  P.  The  Lord  be  with 
cum.  you. 

R.     Et  cum  spiritu         R.    And    with     thy 

Oremas.  Let  us  pray. 

At  the  Offertory, 
O  my  God,  I  isincerely  offer  myself  and  all  I 
have  to  thee,  to  do  and  sufFer  whatever  thou  com- 
mandest  or  permittest.  Receive  my  offering,  and 
cleanse  me  from  my  sins,  that  througli  the  infinite 
merits  of  the  Victim  about  to  be  presented  to  tliy 
divioe  Majesty,  I  may  become  acceptable  in  thy 

Oblation  of  the  Host. 
Accept,  O  holy  Father,  Almighty  arid  Eternal 
God,  this  unspotted  Host,  which  I  thy  unworthy 
servant  offer  unto  thee,  my  living  and  true  God, 
•or  my  innumerable  sins,  offences,  and  negligen- 
ces, and  for  all  here  present :  as  also  for  all  faith, 
fill  Christians,  both  living  and  dead ;  that  it  may 
avail   botii  me  and  them  unto  life  everlaating. 

O  God,  who  m  creating  human  nature,  hast 
wonderfully  dignified  it,  and  still  more  wonder- 
fully reformed  it,  grant  that,  by  the  mystery  of 
this  Water  and  Wise,  we  may  be  made  partakers 
of  his  divine  nature,  who  vouchsafed  to  become 
partaker  of  our  human  nature,  namely,  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  thy  Son,  who  with  theej  w  tha 
unity  of,  &c.     Amen. 
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OBLATroN  of  the  Chamcb. 

We  offer  unto  thee,  0  Lord,  the  chal  ce  of  sal> 
ration,  beseeching  thy  clemency,  that  it  may 
ascend  before  thy  divine  Majesty  as  a  sweet 
odour,  for  our  saivation,  and  for  that  of  the  whole 
world.     Amen. 

When  the  Priest  bowt  before  the  Altar, 

Accept  us,  O  Lord,  in  the  spirit  of  humility  and 
contrition  of  heart,  and  grant,  that  the  sacrifice 
which  we  offer  this  day  in  tiiy  sight,  may  be 
pleasing  to  thee,  O  Lord  God. 

When  he  blesses  the  Bread  and  Wine, 

Come,  O  almighty  and  eternal  God,  the  saac 
tifier,  and  'bless  thi^  sacrifice,  prepared  for  the 
glory  of  thy  holy  name. 

WasMng  hii  Fingers,  he  says,  Pb.  sxv.  6. 

I  will  wash  my  hands  amongst  the  innocent . 
and  will  compass  thy  altar,  O  Lord. 

Tliat  I  may  hear  the  voice  of  thy  praise  :  and 
tell  all  ihy  wondrous  works. 

The  bciuty  of  thy  house  I  have  loved,  0  Lord 
and  the  place  where  thy  glory  dwelleth. 

Take  not  away  my  soul  with  the  wicked ;  nor 
my  life  wi^i  bloody  men. 

In  wtbiw  liands  are  iniquities  ;  their  right  hand 

"^"- -ft  gifts. 


1  the  direct  way;  in  th« 
Ji  bless  thee,  O  Lord. 
f  i  the  Father,  &c. 
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Bowing  iefore  the  Allar,  he  says, 

B'  ^ive,  0  holy  Trinity,  this  oblation  which  *« 
niuRe  to  thee,  in  memory  of  the  Passion,  Resur- 
rection, and  Ascension  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  in  honour  of  the  blessed  Maryever  a  Virgin, 
the  blessed  John  Baptist,  the  holy  Apostles  Peter 
and  Paul,  and  of  all  the  Saints,  that  it  may  be 
available  to  their  honour  and  our  salvation  ;  and 
may  they  vouchsafe  to  intercede  for  us  in  heaven, 
whose  memory  we  celebrate  on  earth.  Through 
tiie  same  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Taming  towards  the  People,  he  says. 

Orate  fratres,  ut  me-  Brethren,  pray  that 
omacvestrumsacrifici.  my  sacrifice  and  yours 
umacceptabilefiat  apud  may  be  acceptable  to 
Deum  Patrem  omnipo-  God  the  Father  Al- 
tcDtem.  mighty. 

R.  Suscipiat  Domi-  R.  May  the  Lord  re- 
nus  sacrificium  de  ma-  ceive  the  sacrifice  from 
nibus  tuis,  ad  laudem  et  thy  hands,  to  the  praise 
^riam  nominis  sui,  ad  and  glory  of  his  name, 
utilitatem  quoque  nos-  and  to  our  benefit,  and 
tram,  totiusque  Eccle-  that  ofhisholyChurch. 
siff!  suse  panclfe. 

At  ike  Secret  Prayer  w  PrayerSj 

Mercifully  bear  our  prayers,  O  Lord,  and  gra- 
ciously accept  this  oblation,  which  we  (hy  ser- 
vants present  to  thee  ;  mat  aa  wa  t^er'  it  to  the 
nonour  of  thy  name,  so  it  m^y  be  to  us  here  a 
means  of  obtaining  thy  grace,  and  hereafter -eter. 
Dal  happiness,     ThroughfcifC. 

P.  Per  omnia  ssecuia     '  P. .   World  tHIKKH 
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R.  Amen,      ^  R.  Amen. 

P. '  Dominus  vobis-  P.  The  Lord  be  with 
cum,  R.  Et  cum  spi-  you.  R.  And  with  thy 
ran  tuo.  P.  Sarsam  spirit.  P.  Lift  up  your 
corda.  R.  Habemus  ad  hearts..  R.  We  have 
IJominum.  P.  Gratias  lifted  them  up  to  the 
agamus  Domino  Deo  Lord.  P.  Let  ua  give 
nostro.  R.  Dignumet  thanks  to  our  Lord 
'ustam  est.        ^  God.     R.    It  ia   raeet 

and  just. 
T!ie  common  Preface. 

It  is  truly  meet  and  just,  right  and  avai.able  to 
salvation,  that  we  should  always  and  in  all  places, 
give  thanks  to  thee,  0  holy  Lord,  Father  Al- 
mighty, eternal  God.  Through  Christ  our  Lord  : 
by  whom  the  angels  praise  thy  majesty,  the  do- 
minations  adore  it,  the  powers  tremble  oefore  it, 
the  heavenly  virtues,  and  blessed  seraphim,  with 
common  jubilee,  glorify  it.  Together  with  whom 
we  beseech  thee,  that  we  may  be  admitted  to  join 
our  humble  voices,  saying: 

Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  of  Sabaoth.  ilea. 
ven  and  eajth  are  full  of  ihy  glory.  Hosanna^ 
iQ.  the  highest.  Blessed  is  he  that  comes  in  the 
jlanie  of  the,  Lord.     Hosaona  in  the  highest. 


CANON  OF  THE  MASS. 

irefore  Ijumbly  pray  and  beaeetih  thee, 

■■°-'  Father,  through  Jesus  Qttkl  thy 

.that  thou  wouldst  vouchsifeto  ac- 

-Ufss' these  gifts,  these  p — "yi:'fr"'m 
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holy  nnapotted  sacrifices,  which  in  ihe  firsl  place 
we  ofier  thee  for  thy  holy  Catholic  Churcli,  lo 
which  Touchsale  to  grant  peace ;  as  also  to  pre- 
serve, unite,  and  govern  it  throughout  the  world  j 
togethtir  with  thy  servant  N.  our  Pope,  N.  out 
Bishop,  as  also-  all  orthodox  believers  and  pro- 
f«B3or3  of  the  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Faith. 

CoKMBMOBATlON  OF  THEXiVING. 

Be  mindful,  O  Lord,  of  thy  servants,  men  and 
women,  N.  and  N. 

Hvprayt  silently  for  those  he  intends  to  pray  for 

And  of  all  here  present,  whose  faith  and  devo- 
tion is'teiown  unto  thee,  for  whom  we  Offer,  or 
who  offer  up  to  thee,  this  sacrifice  of  praise  for 
themselves,  their  families,  and  friends :  for  tha 
redemption  of  their  soula,  for  the  health  and  sal. 
vation  they  hope  for,  and  for  which  they  now  pay 
their  vows  to  thee,  the  eternal,  living,  and  true 
God. 

CoMMtjNiGATmG  with,  and  honouring  io  the 
first  place,  the  memory  of  the  erer-glorious  Vir. 
gin  Mary,  Mother  of  our  Lord  and  Go^  Jesua 
Christ:  as  also  of  the  blessed  Aporafes- aod 
Martyrs,  Peter  and  Paul,  Andrew,  James,  J^hn, 
Thomas,  James,  Philip,  Bartholomew,  MaJtBSw, 
Simon  and  Thaddeus,  Linus,  Cletus,  Clement, 
Xystus,  Cornelius,  Cyprian,  Lawi^enM,  ,Qnryso. 
gonus,  John  and  Paul,  Cosmas  and  DSto^  and 
of  ail  thy  Saints ;  by  whose  merits  an^-pfflj?^ 
grant  that  we  may  be  always  defowted  ^fe^ 
help  of  thy  protection.  Tht^ugh  the  saUVdOy*!. 
•ur  LokU    Aman. 
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Spreading  his  Hands  over  the  Oblatton,  he  says. 
We  therefore  beseech  thee,  0  Lord,  graciously 
lo  accept  this  oblation  of  our  servitude,  as  also 
of  thy  whole  femily ;  dispose  our  days  in  thy 
peace,  preserve  us  from  eternal  damnation,  and 
rank  us  in  the  number  of  thine  elect.  Through 
Christ  our  Lord,     Amen. 

Which  oblation  do  thou,  O  God,  vouchsafe  m 
all  respects  lo  bless,  approve,  ratify,  and  accept; 
that  it  may  be  made  for  us  the  body  and  blood 
of  thy  most  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Who  the  day  before  he  suffired,  took  bread 
into  his  holy  and  venerable  bonds,  and  with  his 
eyes  hfted  up  towards  heaven,  giving  thanks  to 
tliee.  Almighty  God,  his  Father ;  he  blessed  it, 
brake  it,  and  gave  it  to  hia  disciples,  saying : 
Take  and  eat  ye  all  of  this,  fob  this  is  my  body. 
At  the  Elevation. 


ondera  that  vast  befort 


Ood,  your  Satiour,  ajid  your  Judaf,  deteenda  on  l/ie  altar :  Aofj 
'-■ 'presence  iytieimsl  7---^- ' ' -- 


fdertct,  and  love. 

0  Victim  of  Salvation !  Eternal  King !  Idcotf 
nate  Word  !  sacrificed  for  me,  and  all  mankind^ 
Precious  body  of  the  Son  of  God !  Sacred  flesh, 
torn  with  noils,  pierced  with  a  lance,  and  bleed, 
ing  on  a.  (;ros^  for  us  poor  sinners  !  Amazing 
goodne^^Jniinite  love  !  0  let  iitat  lender  love 
plead:^^^  on  my.  behalf:  let  all  my  iniquities  be 
bijfy.'jlll^jp,  and  my  name  be  written  in  the 
KiMi^mj^-  I  believe  ui  thee  ;  I  hope  in  thee ; 
^■MSSSntk'-  To  thee  be  honour,  itaise,  glory, 
Hilli>fiW1*lft.  for  ever  and  ever      Axtteii. 
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O  sacred  Blood,  flowing  from  the  wounds  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  washing  away  the  sins  of  the 
world !  cleanse,  sanctify,  and  preserve  my  soul, 
that  nothing  may  ever  separate  me  from  thee. 
Behold,  O  eternal  Father,  thy  only  begotten 
Son,  and  look  upon  the  face  of  thy  Christ,  in 
whom  thou  art  well  pleased.  Hear  the  voice  of 
his  Blood,  crying  out  to  thee,  not  for  vengeance, 
but  for  mercy  and  pardon.  Accept  this  divine 
oblatioD,  and  through  the  infinite  merits  of  all  the 
sufferings  that  Jesus  ensured  on  the  cross  for 
our  salvation,  be  pleased  to  look  upon  us,  and  up- 
on all  tby  people,  with  an  eye  of  mercy. 

We  pTOst  humbly  beseech  thee,  Almighty  God, 
comntand  these  things  to  be  carried  by  the  hands 
of  thy  holy  angels,  lo  thy  altar  on  high,  in'  the 
sight  of  thy  divine  Majesty,  that  as  many  as  shall 
jiartake  of  the  most  sacred  body  and  blood  of  thy 
Son  at  this  altar  may  be  filled  with  every  heaven, 
ty  grace  and  blessing.  Through  the  same  Christ 
our  Lord.     Amen. 

COMMEUORATION  OF  THE  DeAD. 

Be  mindful  also,  O  Lord,  of  thy  servants  N. 
and  N.,  who  are  gone  before  us  with  the  sign  of 
Faith,  and  rest  in  the  sleep  of  peace, 

Slwe  particular  mention  it  made  of  lueA  of  the  -Dead 
as  are  to  be  prayed  fiv.     *.  ■ 

To  these,  O  Lord,  and  to  all  tM  rie^p  is 
Christ,  grant,  we  beseech  ^ee,  a  place  of  re&eali'' 
ment,  I^t,  and  peace,  tHunnigH  the  samS'^inJ 
our  Lord.    Amen. 
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HtrSy  ilrihng  his  ireast,  the  Priest  say*. 
Also  to  us  sinners,  thy  servants,  confiding  in 
the  multitude  of  thy  mercies,  vouchsafe  to  grant 
some  part  and  fellowship  with  ihy  holy  apostles 
and  martyrs ;  with  John,  Stephen,  MatUiias,  Bar. 
nates,  Ignatius,  Alexander,  Marcellinus,  Peter, 
Felicitas,  Perpetua,  Agatha,  Lucy,  Agnes,  Cecily, 
Anastatia,  and  with  all  thy  saints :  into  whoso 
company  we  beseech  thee  to  admit  us,  not  in  con- 
sideration of  our  merit,  but  of  thy  own  gratuitous 
pardon.  Through  Christ  our  Lord- 
By  whom,  0  Lcrd,  thou  dost  always  create, 
sanctify,  enliven,  bless,  and  give  us  all  these  good 
things.  By  him,  and  with  him,  and  in  yga,  b  to 
thee,  God  the  Father  Almighty,  in  the  unity  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  all  honour  and  glory. 

P.  ■  Per  omnia  srecula         P.  For  over  and  eve/.' 
BiBculorum. 

R.  Amen.  R.  Amen. 

Oremua.  Let  us  pray. 

Preceptis    salutari-         Being  instructed  by 

bus  moniti,  et  divina  in-  thy  saving  precepts,  and 

Gtituttone  formati,  aude>  followbg  thy  divine  di> 

mus  dicere :  rections,  we  presume  to 

Pater  noster,  qui  es  Our  Father,  who  art 

in   co^    sanctificetur  in  heaven :  hallowed  bo 

;  adveniat  thy  name ;  thy  kingdom 

^um :  fiat  vo-  come  :  thy  will  be  done 

if  siout  in  ccelo,  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  hea- 

_^    ra.  Panemnoa--  ven.     Give  us  this  day 

l^^lDtidianum,  da  our  daily  bread :    and 


_,ooglc 


i04  THC  01I((H  Of  THI  MASS. 

nobis,  hodie :  et  dimitte  foigive  us  our  trpspas*. 

nobis  debita  nostra,  si-  es,  as  we  forgive  them 

cut  et  oos   dimittimus  that  trespass  against  ua, 

debitoribus  nostria.    Et  And  lead  ua  not   into 
ne  nos  inducas  in  tenia-  _  temptation, 
tionem. 

a.  Sed  libera  nos  a         R.    But    deliver    us 

malo.  fi'om  evil. 

P.  Amen.  P.  Amea. 

.  Deliver  us,  we  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  from  aJI 
evils,  past,  present,  and  to  come  :  and  by  the  in 
tercession  of  the  blessed  and  ever  glorious  Vir 
gin  Mary,  Mother  of  God,  and  of  the  holy  apoa- 
ties  PetQT  and  Paul,  and  of  Andrew,  and  of  all 
tiie  saints,  mercifully  grant  peace  in  our  days : 
Jiat  through  the  assistance  of  thy  mercy  we  may 
pe  always  free  from  sin,  and  secure  from  all  dia- 
lurbance.  Through  the  same  Jesus  Christ,  thy 
Son  our  Lord,  who  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
iveth  and  reigneth,  God. 

P.  Per  omnia  stecula  P.  World  without 
Meculorum.  end. 

R.  Amen.  R.  Amen. 

P.  Pax  Domini  sit  P.  May  the  p^ce  of 
eemper  vobiscum.  the    Lord    be    always 

with  you. 

R.  Et  cum  spirirj  R.  And  with  thv 
tio.  spirit. 

A  t  his  breaking  and  putting  part  of  the  Bosl  into 
the  Chalice,  say,  May  this  mixture,  and  conse- 
cration of  the  body  and  blood  of  our,  IT ""'' 
Jesus  Christ,  be  to  us  'that  receivo  it  tT' ' 
to  eternal  life.     Amen. 
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7%e»  bowing  and  striking  his  Breast,  he  says, 

Agous  Dei,  qui  toUis        Lamb  of  God,  who 

neccata  mundi,  misere-     takest  away  the  sins  of 

•e  nobis.  tlie  world,  have  mercy 

Agnus  Dei,  qui  tollia  Lamb  of  God,  who 
peccata  mundi,  misere-  takest  away  the  sins  rf 
re  nobis.  the  world,  have  mercy 

Agnus  Dei,  qui  tollia  Lamb  of  God,  who 
peccata  mundi,  dona  takest  away  the  sins  of 
nobis  pacem.  the  world, give  uspeace. 

Jii  Masaea/or  tht  Deid,  he  laaa  Imice,  Ri»e  ihem  teali  and  loll 
ly,  Eierual  rcil.    The  following  Pray«  u  alao  amiHcd. 

Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  saidst  to  thy  apostles, 
I  leave  you  my  peace,  regard  not  my  sine,  but 
the  feith  of  thy  Church ;  and  grant  her  that  peace 
and  unity  which  is  agreeable  to  thy  will :  who 
livest.     Amen. 

Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Son  of  the  living  God,  who, 
according  to  the  will  of  thy  Father,  through  the 
co-operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  bast,  by  thy 
death,  given  life  to  the  world  :  deliver  me  by  this 
Ihy  most  sacred  body  and  blood  from  all  my  ini- 
quities, and  from  all  evils  :  make  me  always  ad. 
here  to  thy  commandment"  and  never  suffer  me 
to  be  separated  from  thee  vho  li\est  and  reign, 
est  With  God    the  Father    m  the  unity  of,  &c, 

Xrfii^^  the  participation  of  thy  body,  O  Lord 

fnJMliLiunt  to  my  judgment  and  condemna. 
t^f^SBJhrough  thy  mercy,  may  it  be  a  safe. 
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guard  and  remedy  both  of  soul  and  body.  "WTw 
with  God  the  Father,  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  hvest  and  reignest  one  God,  for  ever  and 
ever.     Amen. 

Tahng  the  Host  in  hts  Hands,  he  says, 
I  will  take  the  bread  of  heaven,  and  call  upon 
tile  Tame  of  the  Lord. 

Striking  iij  Breast,  he  repeals  three  times, 
'  ■  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  that  thou  shouldst  enleir 
mder  my  roof:  say  but  the  word,  and  my  soul 
ehaJl  be  healed. 

On  receiving  the  sacred.  Species,  he  says, 

May  the  body  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  pie- 

aerve  my  soul  to  life  everlasting.     Amen. 

Taking  the  Chalice  in  his  Hand,  he  says, 

What  return  shall  I  make  the  Lord  for  all  he 

has  given  to  me?     I  will  take  the  chalice  of  sal. 

vation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Praising  I  will  call  upon  the  Lord,  and  shall  be 

saved  fron-  my  enemies. 

Receiving  the  Blood  of  oar  Saviour,  he  lays, 
May  the  blood  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  pre. 
serve  my  soul  to  everlasting  life.     Amen. 

Iturmg  the  Ablutions  and  Post  CommnnioD,  make  a 
Spiritual  Communiim,  as  follows. 
0  my  divine  Saviour !  I  fervently  adore  thee  il 
this  sacred  and  venerable  sacrament,  I  love  thefl 
with  all  the  affections  of  my  heart,  and  1 1^^ 
with  confidence  in  that  infinite  gooiOBgs  9^WU 
induces  thee  to  remaio  among  us.  '  ^.O^  I 
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couid  this  moment  enjoy  the  happiness  of  really 
communicating !  O  that  1  couid  this  day  receire 
that  precious  body  which  was  once  sacrificed  for 
my  lore,  and  that  adorable  blood  which  flowed 
from  thy  sacred  veins  to  wash  away  the  sins  of 
the  world  !  But,  alas  !  I  am  most  unworthy  of 
eo  great  a  favour.  I  do  not  deserve  to  receive 
thee,  0  God  of  all  sanctity  !  Yet  1  ardently  Je- 
sire  to  do  so,  and  I  humbly  conjure  thee  to  ac. 
cept  this  desire,  and  to  give  thyself  to  me  by  the 
influence  of  thy  all-powerful  grace.  Come,  O 
my  God !  my  only  Good  !  come  to  me,  for  I  now 
offer  thee  my  whole  heart,  most  ardently  desiring 
that  it  ahould  belong  to  thee  for  whose  lOve  it 
w<is  created,  and  whose  love  can  alone  make  it 
truly  happy.  I  now  conserratc  and  present  to 
thee  all  my  thoughts,  words,  and  actions,  from 
this  moment  to  the  hippy  diy  oi  my  ne\t  com- 
mnnion,  in  union  with  thy  infinite  merits,  and  as 
a  preparation  for  that  great  happmess.  0  ray 
Grod,  I  already  look  forward  to  n  with  joy,  anii  I 
beg  of  thcc  most  earnestly  to  grant  me  such 
purity  of  heart,  and  such  fervent  dispositions  in 
appioaching  to  thy  holy  table,  thit  each  ctm- 
muriion  may  produce  in  my  soul  an  mcreaae  of 
thy  fear  and  love,  and  strengthen  me  to  perform 
the  exalted  duties  of  a  true  Chiistian,  in  wliat- 
ever  situation  oi  life  thy  providence  ahall  hereof. 

I'.  Dominus    vohis  P.  The  Lord  be  witli 

'cum,  you. 

fi^;  £t  cum  spiritu  R.  And  with  thy 
tn^  spirit. 

jI^  m    mi^ii   est,        P.  Go,  you  are  dis 
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(vel)  Benedtcamus  Do-     missed,  (or)  Let  oablesi 
raino.  the  Lord. 

R.  Deo  gratias.  R.     Thanks    be    to 

God, 

In  Masses  fi^  the  Bead. 
P.     Requiescant    in         P.    May  ihey  rest  io 
pace.  peace. 

R.   Amen.  R.  Amen. 

Bowing  before  the  Altar,  the  Priest  says. 
Let  the  performance  of  my  homage  be  pleasmg 
to  thee,  O  holy  Trinity  :  aad  grant  that  tlic  sac. 
rifice  which  I,  though  unworthy,  have  offered  in 
presence  of  thy  Majesty,  may  be  acceptable  to 
thee,  and  through  thy  mercy  be  a  propitiation  for 
me,  and  all  those  for  whom  it  has  been  offered 
Through,  &c.    Amen. 

I'urmttg  loteards  the  People,  he  gives  th^n  his  Bless- 
ing,  saying. 

May  Almi^ty  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  bless  you.     Amen. 

P.    Dominus    vobis-         P.  Our  Lord  be  with 

R.     Et  cum  spirilu         R.    And    with    thy 

tuo.  spirit. 

P.      Initium     sancti         P.  The  beginning  of 

Bvangelii       secundum  the  Gospel  according  la 

Joannem.  St.  John. 
'vR.  Gloria    tibi.  Do-         R.  Glory  be  to  thee, 

mine.  O  Lord. 


WBn  in  the  begmning  with  God.     ASl  Unnga  WW 
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made  by  him,  and  without  him  was  made  oothing 
that  was  made  :  in  him  was  life,  and  the  life  waa 
tile  light  of  men :  and  the  light  ahioeth  in  dark. 
ness,  and  the  darkness  did  not  comprehend  it. 

There  was  a  man  sent  from  Grod,  whose  name 
was  -lohn.  This  man  came  for  a  witness,  to  give 
'.estimony  of  the  light,  that  all  men  might  believe 
through  him.  He  was  not  the  light,  but  came  tc 
give  testimony  of  the  light.  He  was  the  true 
light  which  enlightenelh  every  man  that  cometh 
into  this  world. 

He  was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  waa  made 
by  him,  and  the  world  knew  him  not.  He  came 
unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not.  But 
as  rrany  as  received  him,  to  them  he  gave  power 
to  brcome  the  sons  of  God  :  to  those  lliat  believe 
in  his  name,  who  are  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of 
the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man;  but 
of  God  ;  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  and 
dwelt  among  us  :  and  we  saw  his  glory,  as  it 
were  the  gioryof  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 
full  of  grace  and  truth, 

B,  Deogratiaa.  R.  Thanks  bo  to  God. 


A  METHOD  OF  FOLLOWING  MASS. 

WEES  OFFERED  FOB  THE  DEAD. 

A  Prayer  before  Mass. 

0  Etknai  God !  who,  besides  the  general 

precepts  of  charity,  hast  commandoda  particular 

iBsneet^f^  gh'twn  to  parents,  kindred,  and  be. 

negeWit^fitMl^  the  mstitution  of  the  SacriGci 
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af  the  Mass,  has  left  us  the  means  of  testifying  oui 
love  and  gratitude  towards  them  even  after  death, 
vouchsafe  that  the  masa  I  this  day  offer  in  union 
with  thy  minister,  for  the  seals  of  N.  and  N.,  may 
shorten  their  sufferings,  if  they  be  still  detained  ii 
the  purifying  flames  of  purgatory. 

As  there  may  be  many  of  my  friends,  relatives 
or  ancestors,  tormented  in  these  intense  flamea 
who  were  the  instruments  of  thy  Providence,  iv 
bestowing  on  me  existence,  education,  and  innu 
merable  other  blessings,  grant  that  I  may  be  the 
means  of  obtaining  for  them  a  speedy  release 
from  their  excessive  sufferiogs,  and  a  free  admit- 
tance to  thy  eternal  joys  ;  through  Jesus  Clirisl 
our  Lord.     Ajnett. 

At  the  beginning  of  Masa. 

O  Almighty  God !  with  whom  the  spirits  of 
the  just  live,  and  in  whose  holy  custody  are  de. 
posited  the  souls  of  all  that  depart  hence  in  an 
inferior  degree  of  grace,and  are  therefore  detain- 
ed in  a  state  of  suffering ;  as  we  bless  thee  for 
the  saints  already  admitted  into  thy  glory,  so  we 
humbly  offer  up  our  prayers  for  the  afflicted  soula 
who  continually  sigh  aftorthedayof  their  deliver 
ance. 

If  among  them  be  the  souls  of  those  for  whom 
we  this  day  petition,  vouchsafe  to  pardon  their 
sins,  that  they  may  behold  thee,  and  in  thy  glorious 
light  eternally  rejoice.  Through  Jesas  Chrisl 
our  Lord.     Amen, 

IntToit.     Psalm  Ixiv 

Grant  them,  O  Lord,  eternal  rtst,  and  let 
perpetuf  1  light  shine  on  them,     Fs.  A  hymn  be. 
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cotneth  tliee,  0  Lord,  in  Sion,  and  l  vow  shall  bti 
paid  tlise  in  Jerusalem  :  hear  my  prayer,  af 
fleali  shall  como  to  thee.  Grant  them,  &c. 
toPs. 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us.    T    p 

Christ,  have  mercy  on  us.     > 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us.    J 


0  God  !  the  Creator  and  Redeemer  of  all  the 
faithful,  give  to  the  souls  of  thy  servants  departed 
the  remission  of  their  sins  ;  that  through  the  help 
of  pious  supplications,  they  may  obtain  the  pardon 
they  have  always  desired.  Who  livest,  &c. 
Lesson.    Rev.  siy.  13, 

Ik  those  days :  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven, 
saying  to  me  :  Write  :  Blessed  are  the  dead,  who 
die  in  the  Lord.  From  henceforth  now,  saith 
the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labours ; 
for  thflir  works  follow  them. 
Gradual. 

Eternal  rest  grant  to  them,  and  may  perpetual 
light  shioe  on  them.  V.  Ps,  cxi.  The  just  shall 
be  in  everlasting  remembrance  :  he  shall  not  fea( 
the  evil  hearing. 

Trad. 

Release,  O  Lord!  the  souls  of  all  the  faithfui 
departed,  from  the  bonds  of  their  sins.  V.  And 
by  the  assistance  of  thy  grace,  may  ihcy  escape 
Ihe  sentence  of  condemnation.  V.  And  enjoy 
(he  bliss  of  eternal  light. 
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The  Sequence /or  the  Dead. 

The  day  of  wrath,  that  Dies,  irs,  dies  ilia, 

dreadful  day, 

Sliall  the  whole  world  in  Solvet  saH^lum  in  fayUla 

ashes  lay. 

As  David  and  the  Syhil  Testt  David  cum  Sybilla. 

What  honor  must  in-  Quantus  tremor  est  ftitn 

vade  the  mind,  rus, 

When    the    approaching  Quando  Judex  est  ventn- 

Judge  shati  find  nis. 

Few  venial  faults  in  all  Cuncta  Btriei*  discusso- 

mankind.  rus ! 

The  last  lond  trumpet's  Tuba  mirum  spargens  so- 

wondVoos  soand  num 

ShaD.  through  the  rending  Per  sepulchra  regionum, 

tombs  rebound, 

And  wake  the  nations  nn-  Coget  omnes  ante  thro- 

der  ground.  num. 

Nature  and  death  shall  Mots  stnpebit,  et  natura, 

with  surprise 

Behold  tlie  trembling  sin-  Cum  resurget    creatura. 

To  view  his  Judge  with  Jndicanti  responsura. 

Then  shall,  with  uni-  Liber  scriptusptoferetur, 

vorsal  fear, 

Tlie    seven-sealed  judg-  In  quo  totum  continetur, 

meot  book  appear, 

Toseanthewhule  oflife's  Unde  mundus  judicetur, 

The  Judge  ascends  his  Judex  ergo   cum  sedebii, 

awful  throne, 

Eachsecret  sin  shall  here  Quidquidlatet,  apparebit: 

be  known. 

jUl  must  with  shame  con-  Nil  iuultura  remanebta. 

fess  their  own 
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Ah,  wretched !  what  Qaid  sum,  miser !  tuns 
shall  I  then  ssiy,  dicturus. 

What    patron    find,    my  Quem  patronam  ronatit- 

fears  t'allay,  ril3, 

When  even  the  just  shall  Cum  vix  Justus  sit  secu- 
dread  that  day  ^  rus  t 

Thou  mighty,  formi-  Rex  tremendse  majesta 
dable  King' !  tis  ! 

Of  meicy    unexhausted  Qui  ealvandos  salvaa  gra- 

epring!  .  tis. 

Save  me !    0  save !  and  Salya  me  fons  pietatis. 
comfort  bring. 

Remember   what    my  Recordare  Jesu  pie 

Iiet  not  my  dear-bought  Quod    sum    causa     tUM 

soul  be  lost,  vise, 

111  storms  of  guilty  terrors  Ne  me  perdasilla  die. 

Tn  search  of  me  why  Quserens  me,  sedisti  las  ■ 
feel  such  pain  ;  sus  : 

Wliy  on  thy  cross  such  Redemisti,  crucem  pas- 
pangs  sustain,  sus : 

If  now  those    sufferings  Tantus  labor  m 

Avenging  Judge,  whom  Juste  Judex  ultioni 
all  obey. 

Cancel  my  debt,  too  great  Dommi  tan  m 


ed  with  doubts  and 

Their  load  my  soul  in  an-     Culparubet  Tullusmeus: 

guishb^Ts: 
I  sigh,  I   weep — accept    Supplicant!  paroe,  Deua. 

Thou,  who  wert  moved     Qui  Mariam  absolvisti, 
St  Mary's  giiet^ 
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Who    didst   absolve   the  Et  la.tronem  exandisti, 

<!;■■::.-  ihief, 

DoBt    bid   me    hope,    0  Mihiquoquespemdodisti, 

grant  relief. 

Reject  not  my  unwor-  Preces  meie  non  sunt  dig-- 

thy  prayer,  me  : 

Preserve   me    from   the  Sed  tu  bonus  facbenigno 

Which  death  and  gaping  Ne  perenni  cremer  igne. 
hell  prepare. 

Give  my  immortal  soul  Inter  oves  locum  proeta. 

Among  thy  chosen  right-  Et  ab  hoedis  me  seques- 

hand  race,  tra, 

The    eons   of   God   and  Statuens  in  parte  dextia. 

heirs  of  grace. 

From    that     insatiate  Confutatis  maledictis, 

Where  flames  devour  and  Flammis  acribua  addictis, 

serpents  hiss. 

Deliver  me,  and  raise  to  Voca  me  cum  benedictis. 

Prostrate  my  contrite  Oro  supples  et  acelinis, 

heart  I  rend, 

My  God,  my  father,  and  Cor  contritum  quasi  cinis, 

my  friend. 

Do  Qot  forsake  me  in  the  Gere  curam  mei  finis. 

Well  may  they  curse  Laorymosa  dies  ilia ! 

their  second  birth. 

Who  rise  to  a  surviving  Qua   resurget  ex  favilla 

death.  Judicandus    homo    reus. 

Thou    great   Creator   of  Huic  ergo  parce  Deus  ; 

mankind. 

Let  alf  ihy  faithful  mercy  Pie  JesuDomine, dona  ei» 

fiad      Amen.  requiem.     Amen. 
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Qospe-.  Johii  vi.  51,  55. 
At  that  time  :  Jesus  said  to  the  multltutle  of 
he  Jews  :  I  am  the  hving  bread,  which  came 
dosra  fnjm  heaven.  If  any  man  eat  of  tills  bread, 
he  shall  live  for  ever  :  and  the  bread  that  I  will 
give  is  my  flesh  far  the  life  of  the  world.  The 
Jews  therefore  strove  among  themselves,  saying  j 
How  can  this  man  give  us  his  flesh  to  eat  ?  Then 
Jesus  said  to  them  :  Amen,  Amen,  I  say  unto  you, 
except  yon  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and 
drink  his  blood,  you  shall  not  have  life  In  you. 
He  that  eatetli  my  flesh,  and  drinketh  my  bloo^, 
hath  everlasting  life  :  and  I  will  raise  him  up  in 
the  last  day. 

Offertory. 

LoRn  Jesps  Ci[rist,  King  of  Glory !  deliver 
the  souls  of  all  the  faithful  departed  from  the 
flames  of  hell,  and  from  the  deep  pit.  Deliver 
them  from  the  lion's  mouth,  lest  hell  swallow 
them,  lest  they  fell  into  darkness ;  and  let  the 
standard-bearer,  St.  Micliael,  bring  them  into  the 
holy  light.  *  Which  thou  promisedst  of  old  to 
Abraham  and  his  posterity.  V.  We  offer  thee, 
O  Lord,  a  sacrifice  of  praise  and  prayers:  accept 
them  on  behalf  of  the  souls  we  commemorate  this 
day,  and  let  them  pass  from  death  to  life.  *Which 
thou,  &c.  to  V. 

At  the  OUation,  and  subsequent  Prayers, 

O  God  !  what  victim  can  better  appease  thy 
justice,  than  that  which  we  are  going  to  offer  in 
this  unbloody  renewal  of  the  sacrifice  of  the 
cross  1     &!  that  divine   oblation  disarmed  the 
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wrath,  and  "nduced  thee  to  revoke  the  seiilencB 
of  condemnation  pronouiiced  against  mankind,  so 
mercifully  grant,  that  this  adorable  sacrifice  may 
atone  for  the  sins  and  imperfections  of  those  souls 
for  whom  it  is  offered  ;  that  being  released  from 
the  flames  by  which  they  are  surrounded,  they 
may  be  received  into  thy  kingdom,  and  through 
the  passion  and  death  of  our  divine  Redeemer, 
pass  into  eternal  joys, 

0  all.bouotiful  Jesus !  who  art  the  propitiation 
for  the  living  and  the  dead,  what  thanks  are  due 
to  thee  for  haying  left  us  this  divine  sacrifice,  and 
for  having  thus  rendered  it  available  to  the  soula 
of  the  faithful  departed ;  mercifully  grant,  that 
they  for  whom  it  is  offered  this  day,  being  re- 
leased from  suffering,  may  shortly  prove  power- 
ful advocates  for  us  in  heaven,  who  now  intercede 
for  them  on  earth.     Amen. 

Psalm  cxxix  paraphrased. 

Prom  the  depths  hm>e  I  cried  to  thee,  O  Lord, 
Lord  Itear  my  voice. — Sensible  of  my  owa  no- 
thingness and  unworfhiness,  I  raise  my  voice  to 
thee,  0  King  of  glory,  and  entreat  thee  to  listen 
fevourably  to  the  prayer  of  thy  servant. 

Let  thine  ears  he  attentive  to  the  voice  of  mg 
pelitim. — Despise  not  the  work  of  thy  hands,  re- 
ject not  the  humble  efforts  of  thy  unworthy  ser- 
vant on  behalf  of  those  suffering  souls,  who  now 
burn  with  the  most  inflamed  desire  of  being  united 
to  thee. 

^  thou  will  observe  iniquities,  O  Lord,  Lord 
ustio  mil  sustain  it  1 — If  thou  wilt  consider  the 
multitude  of  my  offences  ;  if  thou  wilt  view  me  ia 
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flie  terror  of  thy  justice,  I  must  flee  from  this  Al- 
tar, and,  instead  of  trying  to  plead  the  cause  of 
others,  endeavour  to  hide  myself  from  thy  wrath. 

For  wilh  Ihee  there  is  merciful  forgiveness,  and 
hy  reason  of  Iky  law  I  have  wtated  for  tliee,  0 
Lord. — Let  thy  mercy,  O  Glod,  ioterpose  now  be. 
*ween  me  and  thy  justice,  and  having  purified  my 
soul  in  the  blood  of  the  spotless  victim  now  offer. 
ed  for  the  liviag  and  the  dead,  may  my  prayers 
find  a  gracious  acceptance  in  thy  sight. 

Ml/  soul  hath  relied  on  his  word,  my  soul  hath 
hoped  in  the  Lord. — Covered  with  the  precious 
merits  of  my  divine  Saviour,  and  sheltering  my- 
self under  the  standard  of  the  cross,  the  source 
of  all  our  hone,  I  claim  the  release  of  those  suf. 
fering  souls  who  know  that  their  Redeemer  llveth, 
and  whose  only  hope  rests  on  his  sacred  passion 
and  death. 

From  the  morning  loatch  even  nntU  nighty  let 
Israel  liope  vn  Hie  Lord. — Night  and  day  shall  I 
continue  my  su^  nlicaiions,  O  God  of  Israel ;  be 
not  deaf  to  my  cries,  and  reject  not  ifie  voice  of 
my  mourniinr. 

Because  mth  the  Lord  there  is  mercy,  and  with 
Him  plentif'tl  redemption, — Let  that  mercy,  0  my 
God,  which  thou  delightest  to  esercise,  be  ap- 
plied to  those  whose  greatest  torment  is  the 
absence  of  thy  sweet  and  adorable  presence. 
Jesus  Christ,  a  willing  victim  on  this  new  Cal- 
vary, pieods  powerfully  for  the  perfect  remission 
of  every  stain  that  now  separates  them  fi-om 
thee. 

Ami  He  mil  redeem  Israel  from  all  its  ititqiii- 
tifa  —Jesus  Christ  the  just,  now  become  an  ob. 
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ject  oi  malediction  for  the  sins  oi  his  people^ 

ciaimsfor  those  departed  objects  of  01  r  solicitude, 
tbat  gracious  pardon  announced  by  the  prophet 
to  repentant  Israel ;  his  sacred  merits  we  pre- 
sume to  offer  in  atonement  or  the  residue  of  hu- 
man frailty. 

Secret. 

Look  down  favourably,  we  beseech  thee,  0 
Loid  I  on  the  saciifice  we  offer  for  the  souls  of 
thyseivants.  that  as  thou  wast  pleaded  to  be- 
stow on  them  the  meiil  of  Christian  faith,  thou 
wouldst  also  giant  thi,m  its  abundant  rtnaid. 
Through,  &c. 

Al  Hie  Pi  tfa-  e 

It  is  truly  meet  and  chai  liable,  it  is  a  holy  and 
wholesome  thought,  that  we  address  thee,  O  Lord 
God  omnipotent !  on  behalf  of  those  who  have 
departed  this  life,  that  thou  wouldst  grant  them  a. 
place  of  rest  and  eternal  happiness.  0  Jesus ! 
who  dying  for  mankind,  arose  again  glorious  and 
immortal  from  the  dead  ;  who  ascended  into  hea- 
ven, triumphed  over  death,  and  led  captivity  cap. 
tive ;  who  art  to  descend  again  in  great  power 
and  majesty  to  judge  the  living  and  the  dead,  we 
humbly  address  thee  in  fiivour  of  the  souls  re- 
commended this  day  to  thy  mercy  ;  give  them  a 
share  in  those  eternal  joys  wMck  tlte  eye  hath  not 
seen,  the  ear  hath  not  heard,  nor  haih  it  entered 
the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  (1  Cor.  xi.  9.)  There, 
amidst  the  elect  and  celestial  choirs,  let  them 
proclaim,  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  is  the  Lord  God 
of  Sabaoth ;  the  heavens  and  the  earth  are  full 
^'  thy  glory.     Hosanna  to  him  who  is  on  high. 
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Messed  is  ke  who  comelh  in  ihe  name  of  the 
Lord.     Hosanna  in  the  highest. 

At  the  Canon. 

We  recommend  to  thee,  O  Lord  !  the  souls  of 
thy  servants  N.  N.,  and  as,  in  iMercy  to  them, 
thou  didst  become  mao,  so  now  vouchsafe  to  ad- 
mit them  into  the  number  of  the  blessed.  Re- 
member, 0  Lord !  that  the  souls  for  whom  we 
pray  are  thy  creatures,  not  made  by  strange  gods, 
Out  by  thee,  the  only  true  and  hving  God,  for 
there  is  no  other  God  but  thee ;  none  that  can 
work  wonders  like  unto  thine. 

Let  their  souls  find  comfort  and  mercy  in  thy 
sight,  and  remember  not  their  former  sins,  nor 
any  of  those  faults  they  may  have  fallen  intc 
through  human  frailty,  or  the  violence  of  tetnpta. 
tion ;  for  though  they  siaoed,  they  atill  retained  & 
true  faith  in  thee,  O  holy  Trinity,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  and  a  lively  zeal  for  thy  honour ; 
they  faithfully  adored,  and  died  in  favour  with 
thee,  0  divine  Lord,  as  well  as  in  peace  and 
charity  with  all  mankind. 

Remember  not,  0  Lord  !  we  beseech  thee,  the 
sins  and  ignorance  of  their  youth,  but  according 
to  thy  great  mercy,  be  mindful  of  them  in  thy 
glory.  May  the  heavens  be  now  opened  to  re- 
ceive them.  May  the  Archangel  St.  Michael, 
chief  of  the  heavenly  host,  conduct  them.  May 
the  holy  angels  of  God  meet  and  accompany 
(hem  into  the  city  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem. 
May  blessed  Peter  the  Apostle,  to  whom  were 
given  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  receive 
tiiem,,     May  holy  Paul  the  Apostle,  who  was  a 
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vessel  of  election,  help  them.  May  St.  John,  th* 
beloved  Disciple,  to  whom  God  revealed  the  se. 
creta  of  heaven,  intercede  for  them.  May  all 
the  holy  Apostles,  to  whom  was  given  the  power 
of  binding  and  lousing,  pray  for  lliem.  May  all 
the  blessed  and  chosen  servants  of  God  intercede 
for  them,  that  being  delivered  from  present  con- 
finement and  suffering,  they  may  be  admitted  ioto 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  through  the  assistance 
and  merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
Who  livest,  &c. 

And  now,  all-powerful  God  !  at  this  awful  mo. 
ment,  when,  by  the  words  of  ou^  "^ration,  tliy 
divine  Son  is  actually  present,  I  offer  up  ivj  Chde 
this  same  beloved  Son,  who  died  for  mankind,  I 
humbly  entreat  thee,  through  the  infinite  merits 
of  his  death,  to  show  compassion  and  mercy  to 
the  souls  for  whose  repose  the  holy  sacrifice  is 
this  day  offered. 

At  the  Elevation  of  the  Host. 

Hail  !  most  blessed  Jesus !  eternal  Son  of  the 
Most  High  God !  O  deign  to  be  merciful  to  those 
for  whom  we  pray ;  thou  who  didst  expire  on  the 
cross  for  their  sakes,  give  rest  to  their  souls, — To 
whom  shall  we  apply,  but  to  thee  ?  Thou  hast 
the  words  of  eternal  life,  by  which  thou  canst 
shorter,  their  siiiferings,  and  give  them  eteriia! 

At  the  Elevation  of  the  Chalice. 

Hail  !  sacred  blood  !  that  flowed  for  the  sins 

of  the  world ;  wash  away  whatever  stains  may 

render  thy  servants  unfit  to  be  admitted  into  hea. 

ven.     0  good  and  merciful  God !    look  on  tho 
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fiiCB  of  thy  Chnst,  in  wliom  thou  art  always  well 
pleasedi  and  permit  the  souls  for  which  he  suffar. 
ed  to  rest  eternally  in  thy  divine  presence. 

After  ilie  Elevation. 

LoitD  Jesifs  Christ!  we  earnestly  entreat  thee,  . 
by  thy  hitter  agony  and  prayer  in  the  garden,  to 
become  an  advocate  with  thy  eternal  Father,  on 
behalf  of  thy  servants  N.  N.  Lay  before  him, 
we  conjure  thee,  all  those  drops  of  blood  which, 
in  thy  anguish  of  spirit,  flowed  from  thy  sacred 
body,  and  offer  them  as  a  sacrifice  of  atonement, 
that  thereby  the  souls  of  N.  N.  maybe  discharg. 
ed  from  ail  the  punishment  still  mflicted  by  divme 
justice  on  the  guiit  of  sin. 

Lord  Jesus'  who  wast  pleased  to  suffer  death 
n  h  fie  redemption  of  mankind,  we 

1  mbl  b  se  h  I  ee  to  offer  up  all  that  anguish 
a  d  p  n  1  h  1  ou  didst  endure,  especially  at 
h  m  n  f  hy  death,  oo  behalf  of  thy  ser- 
an  h  1  y  p  cious  merits  may  be  accepted 
f  h  p  se  heir  souls,  as  superabundant 
at  ne  nt  for  tl  punishment  which  may  still  re- 
main due  for  sin. 

Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  so  loved  us  as  to  be- 
come man  for  our  salvation,  we  beseech  thea 
to  represent  to  the  Eternal  Father  thy  infinite 
charity  and  goodness  on  behalf  of  thy  serv&..t3, 
N.  N. ;  plead  their  cause,  that  by  such  powerful 
mediation  they  may  be  freed  from  unspeakable 
oains,  and  find  the  gates  of  life  open  to  receive 
them. 

O  Lord,  grant  them  to  partake  now  of  the 
fruits  of  tJiy  holy  incarnation,  of  thy  bitter  pas. 
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fiion,  of  thy  glorious  resurrection  and  admirabld 
aacension;  grant  that  they  maybe  sensible  of 
the  effects  of  this  holy  sacrifice,  and  of  all  the 
jirayers  which  are  offered  to  tliee  by  the  whole 
Church.  Remember,  O  compassionate  Jesus! 
that  thy  sacred  arms  were  stretched  forth  on  the 
cross  ;  that  in  the  excess  of  thy  torments,  thou 
didst  cry  out  to  thy  eternal  Father,  cfimmending 
thy  spirit  to  him  ;  have  compassion  now,  we  be- 
seech thee,  on  the  souls  of  Uiy  servants,  N.  N., 
who  in  a  state  of  suffering  expect  relief  from 
thee ;  receive  them  into  thy  arms ;  give  them 
shelter  in  thy  adorable  heart  from  all  molestation, 
till  the  anger  of  God  pass  over.  Into  thy  hands, 
we  coiMroend  gheir  spirits  j  despise  not,  we  be- 
seech thee,  those  souls,  which  are  the  work  of 
thy  hands,  created  and  redeemed  by  thee.  0 
divine  Jesus !  vouchsafe  to  look  on  them  with 
eyes  of  mercy  and  compassion  ;  and  grant  them 
comfort,  peace,  aiid  eternal  rest. 

By  that  love  which  brought  thee  from  heaven, 
and  by  the  iofinile  merits  of  thy  death,  have  com. 
passionon  the  souls  of  thy  servants  "N.N.;  satisfy 
for  all  their  sins,  failings,  and  defects  ;  let  tliem 
now  expevienee  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mer. 
cies ;  make  them  sensible  of  the  excess  of  thy 
goodness ;  and  since  they  can  do  nothing  to  miti- 
gate the  pains  of  purgatory,  speak  thou  for  them, 
we  beseech  thee ;  thou,  who  art  the  eternal  Word, 
and  to  whom  the  Father  can  refuse  nothing. 
Repeat  the  Lono's  Pbavbb  wtih  ike  Priest,  aftet 
which  say  : 

O  wv.NE  Lord  !  whose  adorable  heart  ardent 
ly  s^hs  for  the  happiness  of  thy  banished  chil 
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Aren,  we  liumbly  b         h  h  m     b      the 

Bouls  of  thy  sei'vai      f        1    m         p  om 

mand  them,  we  co  j         h  d  bj 

thy  holy  angels,  and  6  i     of 

rest  and  peace.     Amen, 

At  the  Agnus  Dei. 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takeat  away  ibe  sins  of  the 
world,  graot  them  rest. — Lamb  of  God,  who 
takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  grant  ihem 
rest. — Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins 
of  the  world,  grant  them  everlasting  rest. 
fVom  the  AgJius  Dei  to  the  Communion. 

0  ETERNAL  GoD !  behold  here  on  this  altar,  aa 
was  once  on  the  cross,  thy  dear  and  only  Son,  the 
beloved  Object  of  thy  complacency.  Behold  this 
adorable  Victim,  who,  to  appease  thy  anger,  sacri- 
fices his  owa  precious  body  and  blood ;  that  body, 
which  was  torn  with  stripes,  and  covered  with 
wounds ;  and  that  blood,  which  was  shed  to  wash 
away  the  sins  of  the  world.  He  immolates  him- 
self with  the  same  excess  of  mercy  and  love,  as 
he  did  on  Mount  Calvary.  O  let  not  this  sacred 
biood  be  shed  in  vain,  but  grant  that  its  infinite 
merits  maj  be  applied  to  tlie  souls  of  thy  sufTer- 
,  and  give  them  admittance  to  thy 
ae,  that  they  may  bless  and  praise  thee  for 
ever  and  ever.  Ah,  my  God  !  thou  knowe.st  thai 
the  flames  which  surround  them  are  not  more 
active  than  their  ardent  desire  to  behold  thee. 

When  shall  these  souls  be  united  to  thee,  O 
Godi  When  shall  they  see  thee  in  the  land  of 
the  living?  Till  then,  they  sigh  and  bewail  theii 
kmishmenl,  desiring  continually  to  enjoy  thy  di- 
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vine  presence — to  be  admitted  into  thy  etfirna. 
kingdom.  Alas  !  wliile  myriads  of  blessed  spirits 
6ee,  love,  and  enjoy  thee  incessantly;  while  they 
are  inebriated  with  the  plenty  of  Uiy  house,  the 
souls  of  these  thy  servants  are  perhaps  burning 
in  flames,  plunged  in  darliness,  and  far  removed 
from  the  light  of  heaven.  O !  thou,  wjio  art  in- 
finite in  iiierey !  be  not  deaf  to  my  supplicationa 
for  their  speedy  relief.  0  blessed  Angels  and 
Saints !  vouchsaie  to  join  me  in  making  interces- 
sion for  N.  N-,  and  obtain  for  them  admittance 
into  your  happy  society.  As  the  hart  pants  after 
the  fountain  of  living  waters,  so  do  these  souls 
thirst  after  thee,  O  God  !  the  inexhaustible  source 
of  eternal  and  ineffable  joys.  Thou  knowest  the 
longing  sighs  of  these  suffering  souls,  0  infinitely 
bountiful  and  compassionate  Father  1  and  thou 
alone  canst  terminate  their  banishment.  Thou 
canst  open  that  spring  of  living  water,  for  which 
Ihey  so  ardently  thirst ;  thou  canst  fill  their  hun. 
giy  souls  with  good  things,  and  bestow  on  them 
me  inheritance  purchased  by  the  blood  of  a  dying 
Saviour.  Draw  aside  then  the  veil  which  hides 
thy  amiable  countenance ;  for  what  do  these 
souk  desire,  hut  to  contemplate,  praise,  and  love 
(hee,  thetv  Sovereign  Good,  for  all  eternity. 

At  tki  Comimmion. 
1  MOST  ardently  desire,  0  my  adorable  Saviour. 
that  thau  wouidst  honour  tills  day  tiie  dwelling  of 
my  heart  by  thy  divine  presence.  With  what 
oonfidewce  could  I  then  implore  rest  and  eternal 
peace  for  the  suffering  souls  of  purgatory  whom 
thou  lovest,  though  thy  justice  forces  thee  to  ban- 
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ish  them  for  a  time  from  their  hcavtnly  inherit- 
ance. Look  nevertheless,  O  merciful  Redeemer, 
on  the  work  of  thy  hands  ;  hasteo  the  happy  liour 
qf  their  deliverance,  and  grant  thai,  partaking 
spiritually  of  the  merits  of  thy  august  sacrifice,  I  ■ 
may  submissively  accept,  and  patiently  bear  all 
that  is  disagreeable  and  painful  to  inclination,  and 
thus  avert  a  long  separation  from  thee  after  the 
close  of  my  mortal  life.  Amen. 
Postcommumon. 

Grant,  v/e  beseech  thee,  0  Lord  !  that  our 
humble  prayers  on  behalf  of  the  souls  of  thy  ser- 
vants, both  men  and  women,  may  be  profitable  to 
them  ;  so  that  thou  mayest  deliver  them  from  all 
the  punishmeDt  due  to  their  sins,  and  make  them 
partakers  of  the  redemption  thou  hast  purchased 
for  them.  Who  livcst,  &c. 
After  Dominus  vobiscum,  tlie  Priest  says,  May 
they  rest  in  peace.  R.  Amen. 
At  the  last  Gospel. 

May  now  the  bright  company  of  angels  meet 
your  souls,  O  departed  servants  of  the  Lord 
may  tjie  crowd  of  apostles  receive  you  ;  may  the 
triumphant  army  of  glorious  martyrs  cnduct 
you;  and  may  a  happy  rest  be  your  p.rtion  in 
the  company  of  the  patriarchs.  May  Jesus  Christ 
appear  to  you  with  a  mild  and  cheerful  counto- 
nance,  and  give  you  a  place  among  those  who  are 
o  be  iu  his  presence  for  ever. 

May  your  God  arise,  and  put  your  enemies  to 
flight.  Let  them  vanish  like  smoke,  and  as  wax 
before  the  (ire,  so  let  them  perish.     May  all  the 


reprobate  of  hel.  be  filled  with  confusion  ami 
shame  ;  3ut  let  the  just  and  elect  rejoice  and  be 
happy  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  may  you  be  nf 
Ihat  blessed  number.  May  Christ  Jesus  himself 
rescue  you  from  torments,  who  lovingly  died  for 
you.  May  the  eternal  Son  of  the  living  God  place 
you  in  Iiis  garden  of  Paradise,  and  may  he,  the 
true  Shepherd,  own  you  for  those  of  his  flock  j 
may  he  liberate  you  from  confinement,  and  place 
you  at  his  right  hand  in  the  inheritance  of  his 
elect.  We  pray  that  it  may  be  your  happy  lot  to 
behold  your  Redeemer  face  to  face ;  to  be  for 
ever  in  his  presence,  in  the  vision  of  that  tnath 
which  is  the  joy  of  the  blessed ;  and  thus  placed 
among  those  happy  spirits,  may  you  be  for  ever 
replenished  with  heavenly  sweetness.     Amen. 

A  Prayer  after  Mass. 
And  now,  O  God !  having  recommended  to 
thy  mercy  the  souls  of  thy  departed  servants, 
grant  we  may  ever  remember  tliat  we  are  most 
certainly  to  follow  them.  Give  us  grace  to  pie- 
jiare  for  our  last  hour  by  a  good  life,  that  so 
death,  however  sudden  it  may  be,  may  not  find 
us  unworthy  of  admittance  into  eternal  glory. 
Ojici'  likewise  the  eyes,  and  soften  the  hearts  of 
Ihose  *  'ho  have  the  misfortune  of  being  at  vari 
ance  with  thee ;  inspire  them,  we  humbly  beseech 
-hee,  with  a  true  sense  of  their  dreadful  danger 
that  by  a  timely  consideration  of  the  uncertaiutj 
of  life,  and  the  certainty  of  death,  they  may  be 
sincerely  converted,  and  obtaining  parddn  for  thei» 
Bins  in  this  life,  be  ha"py  with  thee  for  ever  in  the 
nest.     Ati'M. 
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OF  THE  PASSION. 


I  anil  deAlh. 


our  Alvlne  Kodaemsrllie  man  ordinary  and  bit 


icl'deMh^fJeeug,  iinde 


_„.  __  HI  adnptihi? 

ho!y  pracllce,  since  ilia  conaldBrea by  Ihr--' -' ■■ 

BUplieahimaeirto  med'llsle  upon  Ihe  Itl^ 

AH  one  of  (lie  most  perftcl  melhods  of  asslallng  al  Mass,  le  lo 

Ihts  ttdorabrB  Sacrlfiee,  which  St.  P.  deSalaajHrnlj  BE^lea  "ha 
ceniTfl  urreiigion,  tliehearioTcleioiioB.  andtbesoulorpieir,"  ne 
Ate  furotaheifwlth  m  nfCcTlng  of  thanksflTlng  fur  our  radeniDIioD, 
projianioned  to  ibe  benslli;  mi  alao  with  a  ido^tc  for  daily  in- 
creuLngln  sfBtllnda  fu  ench  blaulngB,  ss  ctemlty  Itsslfiiill  not 
BppBU  loo  long  10  ocknowleilgo. 

A  Prayer  before  Mass. 

0  DivraE  Jesus  !  sacred  Victim,  immolated  for 
the  redemption  of  maukind  !  I  earnestly  beaeecli 
tbee  that  1  may  assist  at  this  adorable  sacrifice 
ivilh  the  most  lively  faith,  animated  hope,  un- 
bounded gratitude,  and  tender  love.  Permit  me 
to  follow  Aee  in  spirit  through  the  different  stages 
^f  thy  sacred  passion,  and  give  me  an  abundant 
share  of  that  infinite  charity  which  induced  thee 
to  sufier  such  excessive  torments  for  my  sake. 

With  the  daughters  of  Sion,  who  met  thee  car- 
rying thy  cross,  and  thy  blessed  Mother,  who  saw 
thee  expire  for  our  salvation,  I  desire  to  compas- 
Bioniite  thy  sufferings,  and  to  detest  sin,  as  the 
only  sovereign  evil.     I  offer  this  divine  sacrifice^ 


to  commemorate  in  a  special  manner  thy  doloi  aiu 
passion,  and  to  obtain  through  its  efficacioiw 
merits  the  grace  of  true  and  sincere  devotion  to. 
wards  thy  hfe-giving  sufferings  and  death. 

At  the  Beginning  of  Mass, 
The  priest  cjLnz  from  Ihe  sacrLsly  lo  Ihe  ahar,  represents  Jeaiu 
Chriat  retiring  frum  ihs  Cenacle  lo  the  garden  of  Geihaem™! 
Dniie  Tour  s^nUmenls  wiLh  the  divine  dispoeilions  of  Ihe  Son  of 
God,  and  dispose  yogtaelf  hy  sincere  repentance  lo  assist  wonhtij 

0  Divine  Lord!  ia  the  multitude  of  thy  mer 
cies  I  will  enter  thy  house,  and  adore  thee  in  thy 
holy  temple.  Though  my  sina  are  multiplied  be- 
yond number,  yet  I  will  appeal  to  thy  unbounded 
mercies,  which  far  exceed  my  malice,  or  the  ex. 
tent  ot  my  ingratitude.  I  will  confide  in  the 
suflerings  of  niy  Redeemer,  and  hope,  through 
his  infinite  merits,  to  find  grace  and  salvation.  O 
dear  Jesus !  thou  who  hast  washed  me  heretofore 
in  the  laver  of  baptism,  wash  me  yet  more  from 
my  iniquity,  and  cleanse  me  from  my  sin :  sprinkle 
me  with  thy  blood,  and  I  shall  be  cleansed  ;  wash 
me  and  I  shall  be  made  whiter  than  snow. 


Beflecl  on  Ihe  anguish  which  the  trBscheroua  Hiss  of  Judaa  caused 

0  Goon  Jesus !  I  fervently  bless  thee,  for  all 
thou  hast  done  and  suffered  for  my  salvation 
Give  me  grace  to  weep  over  those  sins  which 
drew  streams  of  blood  from  thy  sacred  veins.  1 
desire  tc  commemorate  with  the  most  livuly  aud 
humble  contrition,  thy  agony  ra  the  garden,  and 
I  firmly  resolve  to  detest  mv  uins  to  the  latest 


mutneiit  of  my  life.  Pierce  my  soui  with  griefi 
for  having  repaid  thy  goodness  with  ingratitude, 
and  lot  me  iVequeiitly  cry  oat  with  the  humble 

Eublican  ;  0  God  !  be  merciful  to  me  a  siiitier 
lay  those  bonds  which  confined  thy  sacred  liLmds, 
burst  the  fetters  of  my  sins,  ood  restore  me  to  the 
sweet  liberty  of  thy  children.  I  cast  myself  al 
thy  sacred  feet,  and  conjure  thee  to  sli-eugtheQ 
me  by  thy  all-powerful  grace,  that  under  evciy 
trial  aad  affliction  I  may  submit  cheerfully  to  the 
decrees  of  thy  adorable  Pi'ovideiice,  and  never 
cease  to  bless  thy  holy  name. 

Al  the  Ki/rie  ekison  and  Gloria  m  excelsis. 

ble  limWj'iM  oib  "alao  eervo  to  remind  you  of  Ibe  rtsniel-  iir  St 
PeLer, and  we^cclu^ihe  Aea^ealntiel  tbc  your  much  iDore  IVequem 
deninlanreogDodaiDBHer.  AllW  EUartoin  efcifns,  relleci  di: 
[he  mlrsculoiu  convetElona  which  algnsUzed  the  public  life  of 
jeens  Chdsi,  and  bsg  ibu  oos  benigD  gJsiMe  nuy  couven  uid 
penetrala  /our  sonl,  as  It  did  tbot  ofSl.  Peter. 

0  MY  God  !  have  mercy  on  me,  according  to 
thy, great  mercy:  pardon  me,  who  have  so  ollen 
had  the  misfortune  of  denying  thee,  by  a  life  alto- 
gether opposite  to  thy  sacred  maxims.  Look  on 
me,  divine  Jesus,  with  that  compassion  and  ten. 
demcss  which  tlie  sight  of  misery  always  excited 
in  thy  most  amiable  heart.  Purify  me,  as  thou 
didst  thy  penitent  apostte,  that  I  may  worthily 
unite  with  thy  Church  in  celebrating  the  wonder- 
ful worK  of  man's  redemption.  O  how  fervently 
ehoutd  I  join  in  thy  praises,  most  amiable  Jesus ! 
How  ard'eatlj  should  \  Ring.  Glory  he  to  God  on 
nigh,  glory  be  to  thai  adorable  Beiag,  \4ho,  for- 
getful of  his  owa  glory,  underwent  for  my  sake 
Buch  prodigious  humiliations !  O  my  sovereign 
King!  my   divine    and   adorable   Model!  since 


_;oogic 


At  the  Epistle  arid  Gospel. 
When  Ihe  prksl  goeH  tioia  the  mtddle  ofihe  uliar  to  ihe  Epittit 
nofSoo  of  God! dragged  s^Vlollie^ffMenluibHoalsufAnnBB, 

worSi  of BWnwI llfo  'J ffiin.who came  f™nilieaviin"to tiSruc' 
his  precious  biood. 

O  Etehnal  God !  imerring  Truth  !  whose 
sacred  word  I  am  so  happy  as  to  hear,  penetrate 
my  heart  by  the  influence  of  thy  gracfi,  that  I  may 
not  hear  it  to  my  eternal  reprobation,  like  the 
Jews  who  so  long  and  so  fruitlessly  listened  to 
thy  sacred  maxims.  O  spotless  Lamb  of  God ! 
while  thy  judges  proclaim  thee  an  impostor,  1  rise 
without  fear  or  shame  to  declare  in  the  face  of 
heaven  and  earth,  that  I  believe  thee  to  be  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God,  find  that  I  most  unre. 
servedly  assent  to  all  and  every  article  proposed 
by  thy  holy  Church  to  my  belief.  But,  O  divine 
Lord !  give  me  grace  to  profess  my  faith  by  my 
actions  as  well  as  by  my  words.  Have  mei-cy 
on  all  who  are  involved  in  the  dreadful  night  of 
infidelity  •  may  the  light  of  thy  grace  shine  upon 
them,  and  so  penetrate  their  hearts,  that  theymay 
e  the  truth,  and  be  united  to  the  commu- 
Q  of  thy  holy  Church. 

At  the  Offertory. 

ead  and 
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Adobablb  Jesus !  when  I  reflect  on  itio  tor 
ments  thou  didst  endure  when  fastened  to  tho 
pillar,  I  begin  to  conceive  the  enormity  of  sin,  and 
the  immense  estent  of  thy  eternal  love.  1  behold 
in  thy  wounds  the  greatness  of  my  ingratitude 
and  the  depth  of  the  misery  to  wliich  1  am  re- 
duced. But,  O  Lord  !  how  happy  am  I,  in  being 
able  to  present  thee,  at  this  moment,  a  victim  of 
thanksgiving  and  atonement,  fully  proportioned, 
or  rather  far  exceeding,  the  magnitude  of  my  ob. 
ligation,  and  the  multitude  of  my  crimes.  1  offer 
thee  the  streams  of  blood  that  flowed  from  thy 
sacred  body  during  thy  ignominious  scourging, 
and  also  the  bread  and  wine  which  is  now  pre- 
jented  to  thy  divine  Majesty.  Accept,  in  union 
with  this  precious  oblation,  my  body  and  soul,  my 
thoughts,  words,  desires,  affections,  and  suffer- 
ings; in  fine,  my  whole  being,  that  henceforward 
1  may  be  entirely  thine  by  the  bonds  of  ardent 
charity. 

At  the  Lavabo  and  Orate  Fratres. 


inMk  k™g."'pro°traie''yDU«elf  in'  splrH  heforo  youc  Sovetoign 
tamp't^Loa  and  ioTC 

0  MOST  adorable  blood !  which  flowed  aa  a  re- 
medy for  all  human  woes,  I  beseech  thee  to  wash, 
purify,  and  sanctify  my  sinful  soul,  that  I  may, 
with  a  pure  and  upright  conscience,  assist  at  these 
awful  mysteries.  I  cannot,  O  my  God !  presume 
to  wash  my  hands  among  the  innocent,  for  alas  ! 
I  have  been  long  since  excluded  from  the  happy 
few  who  never  offended  thee  ;  but,  at  least,  I  can 
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claim  a  p  ivilege  not  lescrved  to  the  innocent 
alone,  but  ineit  fully  granted  even  to  the  niosl 
gUiity  I  can  wish  my  lianda,  my  heart,  my 
Boul,  ni  thy  precious  blood.  I  can  cast  myself 
on  til}  divme  mercy,  with  a  firm  resolution,  rather 
to  die,  thaa  to  oiiLnd  thee  during  the  remaindei 
ofmyhfc  0  King  of  my  soul !  I  acknowledge 
thte  fjr  my  sole  and  sovereign  Lord.  O  Jesus  ! 
I  implore,  by  the  sorrow  and  agony  of  heart  thou 
didst  enduie  when  Barabbas  was  preferred  to 
thee,  that  thou  wouldst  preseiTe  me  from  ever 
rneftirmg  any  cieited  object  to  thy  fi'ieod ship 
.nd  favour.  By  thy  ignominious  clothing  with  a 
purple  garment,  I  entreat  thee  to  give  me  a  gar- 
ment of  justice,  when  I  shall  appear  befose  thy 
dread  tribunal,  and  1  fervently  conjure  tliee,  that 
through  thy  infiaite  mercy  and  the  merits  of  thy 
thorny  crown  I  may  hereafter  obtaia  a  crown 
of  immortal  glory. 

At  the  Preface 

Jei^oCbrlHintliecauree  of  his  eacred  passion.  Dojou  noiv  ad- 
all  founpiriiuBl  neceealiies }  implura  ao  HppllCBOan  of  bis  InSntLa 
merits  lo  Ihs  nouade  of  your  loul,  aod  when  Ihs  prIaK  raliu  his 
loioelorecliolho  Prefeca,  do  you  redo ublB  your  ftrvouf,  aiiiJ  Join 
Incplrll  wichlhe  Cbutch  luilicaTil,  ITiumpbanL  and  BuiTenng,  Ir 
Biaiains  iJid  magnlfl'tng  Ihal  dltioB  Lamb  w ko  waa  slain  fur  ihs 

O  DIVINE  Searcher  of  Hearts !  from  whom  no. 
thing  is  hidden,  since  thou  desirest  so  ardently  ta 
establish  thy  reign  in  my  soul ,  permit  me  to  repre- 
Gent  to  thee  its  miseries,  and  all  tlie  obstacles 
which  unfortunately  oppose  the  sweet  empire  of 
thy  love  in  my  heart.     0  Lord,  thou  needest  uo) 
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tny  representations,  to  discern  my  wants.  I  am 
too  insensible,  to  feel  my  miseries  as  !  ought — too 
weak,  to  call  loudly  on  thy  mercy — too  guilty,  to 
deserve  being  heard  Let  my  silence  then  speak, 
O  most  merciful  Saviour  !  let  my  multiplied  mise- 
rins  plead  on  my  behalf.  Thou  wilt  not  be  deaf 
to  their  eioqueat  supplications :  and  surely,  my 
God !  thou  needest  but  consult  thy  own  sacred 
heart,  and  that  infinite  love  which  brings  thee 
daily  on  our  altars,  to  find  motives  for  granting 
pardon  and  mercy  to  the  most  unworthy  of  thy 
creatures.  O  blessed  spirits  of  neaven  !  holy  and 
hnppy  saints  of  God  !  who,  in  the  mirror  of  his 
adorable  sanctity,  behold  the  enormity  of  sin, 
supply  for  me,  who  am  unworthy  to  join  with 
the  Church  in  celebrating  his  praises  and  magni. 
fying  his  goodness. 

At  the  Cartrni. 

mind  joii  of  that  muunilug  and  conmernBllon  whLch  aiDaieii  and 
iniBHt  ipreaiii  hli  hands  over  Ihe  oblalion,  aakaie  [he  aljn  of  [ha 

0  HY  God  !  when  I  reflect  oa  the  number  and 
enormity  of  my  sins,  I  am  sensible  tliat  I  have  lio 
claim  to  a  share  in  those  precious  grfices  which 
thou  hast  died  to  purchase  for  thy  creatures ;  hut 
when  I  contemplate  that  cross  on  which  thou  didst 
agonize — when  I  turn  my  eyes  on  this  altar,  this 
new  Calvary,  on  which  thou  art  about  to  descend, 
and  again  offer  thyself  for  my  salvation,  I  feel 
convinced  that  thou  wilt  always  be  to  me  a  .Fesus, 
B  Saviour.  Accept,  therefore,  of  my  whole  beia^ 
b  union  w'tli  the  sacred  oblation  I  am  about  Ut 
13 
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offer.  Purify  my  sinful  soul  in  tlwse  streams  of 
Wood  which  gushed  from  thy  adorable  wounda, 
aad  which  will  soon  flow  on  this  altar.  Grant  ta 
us  all,  through  its  eflicacioiis  merits,  the  grace  ta 
Dractise  what  thy  holy  law  commands,  and  to 
avoid  what  it  prohibits.  Extend  the  blessings  of 
oeace  and  unity  to  thy  Church ;  repentance  and 
pardon  to  all  sinners ;  comfort  to  the  sick,  the 
dying,  and  the  afflicted  ;  in  a  word,  mercy  and 
eternal  happiness  to  all,  since  for  all,  O  divine 
Victim!  thou  didst  shed  thy  adorable  and  saving 
blood.  I  particularly  implore  thy  precious  graces, 
O  my  God,  for  those  for  whom  i  am  bound  to 
pray — those  who  have  recommended  themselves 
to  my  prayers — who  pray  for  me,  or  who,  at  this 
moment,  may  specially  want  thy  divine  assistance. 
0  may  this  adorable  and  august  sacrifice  be  re- 
ceived by  thy  Divine  Majesty  as  was  the  victim 
which  Christ  ofiered  in  his  owa  person  on  the 
altar  of  the  cross. 

At  the  Elevation. 

^f!  rispreoroTbloort"ow"d"'a^imJaiiily  forlhe  remisaion  of 
Viiur  ains,  for  llie  coiiversion  of  Ihe  world,  and  or  liia  greswal  ene- 
miee,    X>et  tbe  gt^t-n'ult  of  his  Clina  ^Qd  Psssion,  applied  lo  Ihs 

Kiilisnllhlefjjn  Iho  erosa,  onooura^jou  lo  recur  conndoiHy  lo 
nnBtcloa,  and  lo  hop*  that  his  Inflnlte  lo»e  will  one  day  aaaigt 

H41L,  O  King  of  Glory !  Prince  of  Peace !  and 
Saviour  of  the  World !  Hail,  O  immaculate  Vic. 
tim !  sacrificed  for  me  and  all  mankind  on  the 
altar  of  the  cross.  I  bless  thee,  1  adore  thee,  I 
love  thee,  0  divine  Jesus  !  and  I  ardently  invito 
the  whole  universe  to  join  in  praising  and  blessing 
ihjr  holy  name.     U  bleeding  and  adorable  Victiiii 
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of  my  sins  !  why  have  I  not  the  faith,  the  lovo. 
thQ  anguish  which  penetrated  the  hearts  of  t^oso 
who  heheld  thy  saercd  blood  flow  from  thy  pre. 
eious  wounds  ?  Hear,  O  eternal  God !  the  voice 
of  this  blood,  which  cries  loudly,  not  for  ven- 
geance, but  for  pardon  and  mercy.  O !  .et  il 
plead  powerfully  on  my  behalf;  let  it  blot  out  my 
sins,  cleanse  every  stain  from  my  soul,  and  render 
me  pure  and  pleasing  in  thy  sight. 

After  the  Eleoaiion. 
Behold,  0  almighty  and  all-gracious  Gfod  !  thy 
Son  Jesus,  in  whom  thou  art  well  pleased.  Look 
upon  the  face  of  thy  Christ  and  my  Saviour,  here 
present ;  look  upon  this  spotless  Lamb,  this  ado- 
rable victim,  this  pure  holocaust  of  obedience, 
humbled  to  the  ignominious  death  of  the  cross. 
Behold  in  him  what  may  move  thee  to  look  upon 
us  with  an  eye  of  mercy  and  compassion.  He  is 
our  High  Priest,  spriakled  with  his  own  blood. 
Receive  the  sacrifice  he  has  offered  for  us,  in 
considei-fttion  of  the  honour  and  homage  that  are 
due  to  thy  sovereign  goodness  from  me  and  all 
creatures.  Extend,  O  compassionate  Creator ! 
its  efficacious  virtue  to  the  sods  of  the  faithful 
departed,  and  grant  them  rest  and  life  everlasting, 
particularly  to  N.  N. :  deign  to  mitigate  their 
punishment,  and  translate  them  to  that  place  of 
glory  for  which  they  are  destined.  Thou  didsl 
once  promise  that,  looking  on  the  rainbow,  thou 
wouldat  remember  the  covenant  made  between 
thee  and  the  Patriarch  Noah  {Gen.  ix.) :  canst 
thou  then  look  on  the  blood  of  thy  beloved  Son 
lesus,  offered  to  thee  in  sacrifice,  without  remen* 
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Mring  the  great  covenant  of  the  New  Lmv,  onaXei 
end  confirmtd  with  the  effusion  of  his  sacred 

O  clearest  Jesus !  why  cannot  I  bve  thee  as 
thy  goodness  deserves  7  The  more  thou  hast 
humbled  thyself  for  my  sake,  the  more  I  am 
bound  to  love  thee,  and  spend  my  life  in  thy  ser- 
vice. Remember  thou  hast  purchased  my  soul 
at  a  dear  rate ;  O  let  not  thy  blood  be  lost  or 
shed  in  vain,  but  receive  me  into  the  number  of 
thy  elect.  I  detest  my  sins,  which  were  the 
cause  of  thy  sufferings ;  alas !  they  were  the 
nails  that  pierced  thy  hands  And  feet,  and  fastened 
thee  to  an  ignominious  cross,  O  who  will  give 
sorrow  to  my  heart,  aod  a  fountain  of  tears  to  my 
eyes,  that  I  may  bewail  them  in  the  bitterness  of 
my  soul  all  the  days  of  my  life,  and  thus,  at  the 
hour  of  death,  be  entitled  to  hear  those  consola- 
tory words  addressed  to  the  penitent  thief;  TMa 
day  shall  thou  be  with  me  in  paradise.  I  acknow. 
ledge,  that  I  do  not  deserve  to  be  ranked  among 
the  number  of  thy  children  ;  yet,  in  obedience  to 
thy  precept,  and  with  pi-ofoand  veneration  for  thy 
aw^red  words,  1  will  presume  to  say  that  heavenly 
prayer  which  thou   hast  taught  me ;  Our  Fa- 

At  the  Agnus  Det. 
Wlien  the  pMal  mya  itis  .^irmu  Pei,  rslleci  on  (he  mirnciilouB 
chuDge  af  h5an  wruuehl  In  lEe  Cenlurioo  snd  olher  ivluieassa  of 
•liB  Aialh  0.'  Jb9uh  ChriBi.  Bnd  be  cBtefu),  as  Tar  as  it  depcuds  on 
you.  nul  to  ilepan  from  Ihjs  cen  CalvaFf  wilhpur.  pnrllc[iialln;  tn 
Ibeii  iioly  aispDsitions 

0  iNKi'CENT  Lamb  of  God !  who  takesi  away 
the  sins  )f  the  world,  have  mercy  on  me,  for  thy 
peculiai  and  distinguishing  property   ;'s  miinite 


:;ihCooqIc 


mercy.  Give  to  my  heart  the  sorrow  and  re. 
pentance  of  those  who  mourned  thy  cruel  death, 
aad  teach  me,  lilie  them,  to  place  all  my  hopes 
in  thee,  and  to  love  and  seek  thee  as  my  only 
sovereign  good.  I  most  humbly  beseech  ihee, 
by  all  the  anguish  thou  didst  endure  during  tlia 
course  of  thy  passion,  especially  at  the  sepava- 
lion  of  thy  sacred  soul  from  thy  body,  that  thou 
wouldst  have  mercy  and  compassion  on  me,  when 
I  shall  be  on  the  point  of  appearing  before  thy 
dread  tribunal.  Let  thy  passion  and  death  then 
interpose  between  mysouiaod  the  rigours  of  thy 
justice.  Ah  !  while  I  yet  sojourn  in  this  valley 
of  tears,  let  the  remembrance  of  thy  bitter  draught 
of  vinegar  acd  gall  preserve  me  from  delighting 
in  the  false  pleasures  of  this  world,  and  let  thj 
burning  thirst  upon  the  cross  make  me  thirst  only 
after  the  enjoyment  of  thy  presence.  May  the 
recollection  of  thy  saving  death  penetrate  my 
soul  with  such  lively  gratitude,  that  from  this  mo. 
ment  I  may  place  all  my  happiness  in  loving  and 
serving  thee,  my  only  joy  and  sovereign  felicity. 
At  the  Commiinion. 
The  Priesfs  Communisn  represeoU  the  bucint  oF  Jesus  Christ's 
Ktcied  btxl;  when  It  was  taken  IVonI  the  ci 


ftequenili  bv  his  sactaoiemaT  nreseiice,  or  babilually  br  the  iiillu. 
■DCS  ;>fhi9  holy  grace 

0  MY  God !  how  can  I  reflect  on  the  hap])iness 
of  those  who  approach  worthily  to  the  holy  Eu- 
charist, without  ardently  desiring  to  enjoy  the 
like  blessing  ?  how  can  I  assist  at  this  adorabie 
sacrifice,  without  regretting  the  sins  and  miseries 
which  iustlv  deter  me  from  receiving  thee  sacra. 
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mentally  !  I  am  not  worthy,  O  infinite  purity, 
to  lodge  thee  in  my  heart ;  f  am  not  worthy  to 
share  in  the  liappjness  of  those  who  now  onjoj 
thy  sacramental  presence.  But,  Lord  !  though 
I  cannot  unite  myself  to  thee  really,  yet  I  am  not 
forbidden  to  do  so  in  spirit  and  desire.  I  believe 
most  firmly  that  thou  art  present  in  this  sacrea 
host ;  I  hope  in  that  infinite  mercy  which  delaina 
thee  therein  ;  and  I  ardently  love  and  desire  la 
receive  thee,  notwithstanding  my  unworliiiness. 
I  unite  in  the  adoration,  love,  humility,  and  fer. 
voiir  of  all  who  this  day  received  thee  throughout 
the  universe,  with  the  most  perfect  dispositions ; 
and  I  earnestly  beg  of  thee,  by  that  tender  love 
which  induces  thee  to  give  thyself  to  thy  crea. 
tures,  to  accept  of  every  thought,  word,  and  action, 
from  this  to  my  next  communion,  as  so  many  acta 
of  love,  deiire,  and  pteparation  to  receive  thee; 
and  I  earnestly  conjure  thee  to  crown  all  thy 
blt-somgs  by  the  mestimablo  grace  of  a  worthy 
communion  at  the  hour  of  my  death. 

At  the  tail  Collects. 

The  ios(  CcHedo  represent  ihe  apparliionirind  inslruciionBOl 
Jesua  Chris  to  his  ApDuiles  Bnd  SiiiFtpJei  allor  hlsresDrrscllon) 
lad  [he  Frieapi  Blessing  denaies  thai  paHlnjbaiiodictian  given 

when  Iha  tasl  Qoapel  I9  readinj;  at  Iho  left  aide  of  the  altar,  Ihal 


with  confidenca  to  hia  ir.flniia  gocdnasB  and  ahundani  ineriia. 

0  BLESSED  Redeemer !  who  coming  forth  fi-om 
the  gmve  didst  rise  triumphant  over  death,  I  praise 
and  glorify  thee  for  all  thy  mercies,  and  in  par. 
ticular  for  having  conversed  so  long  with  thj 
awstle^i  and  confirmed  them  in  that  saving  failti. 
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which  they  were  destined  to  transmit  to  succ^d. 
ing  ages.  0 !  how  shall  I  thank  thee  for  the  in> 
estimable  advantage  of  having  beheld  ihee  sacri. 
ficed  on  this  altar,  and  for  having  thereby  partici- 
pated in  the  abundant  merits  of  thy  passicn  and 
death.  Let  me  not  depart  from  this  sanctuary 
without  those  sentiments  of  piety,  and  that  spiritual 
strength  for  the  amendment  of  my  life,  which  may 
be  always  drawn  from  this  adorable  sacrifice. 
Pardon,  0  Lord  !  ray  distractions  and  irreveren. 
ces.  Engrave  on  my  heart  the  remembrance  of 
thy  sufferings,  that  I  may  henceforward  glory 
only  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  him  crucified.  Teach 
me  to  follow  thy  divine  example,  that  rising  with 
thee  to  a  new  life,  J  may,  through  thy  powerful 
grace,  advance  daily  and  hourly  in  virtue,  and  at 
length  attain  to  the  unlimited  and  eternal  enjoy- 
ment of  thee,  my  God  and  my  All !  in  the  king- 
dom of  thy  glory.     Amen. 


ON  THE  SACRAMENT  OF  PENANCE. 

Thk  Sactament  of  Penance,  which  the  Saints  term 

"the  second  plank  after  shipwreck,"  is  one  of  the 

Sreatest  blessings  we  derive  from  the  sufferings  and 
eath  of  JesQS  Christ.  But  as  its  efficacy  chiefly  de- 
pends on  the  dispositions  of  those  who  approach  the 
tioly  tribunal,  of  course  preparation  for  Confession 
becomes  one  of  the  most  serious  duties  of  a  Christian. 
That  rigid  justice,  which  so  severely  panished  one 
mortal  sin  in  the  angels,  and  which  rigorously  inflict- 
ed on  the  eternal  Son  of  God  all  the  penalties  due  to 
roan's  offences,  will  not  assuredly  remit  the  real  gaih 
«f  sin  in  those  who  onl*  carelessly  comply  with  tba 
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eit^eraal  fonn  of  Confession,  without  taking  the  ne- 
cessa.ry  painis  to  excite  in  their  souls  the  dispositiona 
which  so  holy  an  action  requites.  Those  who  are  fo 
happy  as  to  liave  beeu  early  instructed  in  the  method 
of  preparing  for  Confession,  should  be  particdarly 
grateful  to  God  for  so  great  a  blessing,  and  endeavour, 
by  exact  compliance  with  all  tiey  know  to  be  neces- 
sary, to  draw  from  tliia  Sacrament  the  graces  which 
it  infallibly  bestows  oil  those  who  receive  it  with  dao 
dispositions. 

One  of  the  beat  rules  which  can  be  followed  with 
respect  to  Confession,  is  to  approach  the  sacred  tri- 
bunal each  time  as  if  it  weie  to  he  the  last.  What 
would   be   your   dispositions,  if  you   were  actually 


that  tremendous  judgment  which  has  caused  the 
greatest  saints  to  tremble  ■!  How  earnestly  wouid 
you,  in  that  situation,  implore  light  to  see  the  slate 
of  jour  soul ! — how  seriously  would  you  endeavour 
to  discover  all  your  sins ', — how  bitterly  would  you 
deplore  having  ever  olfended  so  good  a  God ! — liow 
sincere  aiul  exact  would  be  your  accusations,  and  how 
firmly  would  you  resolve,  not  onl^  to  avoid  sin,  but 
to  repair,  as  far  as  possible,  every  mjitry  you  had  oo 
casioned,  and  expiate  every  offence  of  which  you 
were  guilty !  Do  now  what  you  would  then  do ;  for 
the  Confession  you  are  about  to  make  may  be  your 
last ;  and  even  though  you  may  have  many  opportu- 
Biiies  of  recurring  to  the  Tribunal  of  Penance,  yet 
be  convinced,  that  al  the  hour  of  death  there  could 
not  be  a  pore  serious  subject  of  remorse,  than  multi- 
plied, but  oareless  Confessions.  On  the  other  haiKl, 
no  tongue  can  describe  the  consolation  and  peace  of 
those  who  have  been  wise  enough  to  settle  their  ac- 
counts with  God  in  time,  and  who  did  not  put  olF  to 
d  ieason  of  sickness,  anxiety,  and  mental  as  weU  aa 
bodily  weakness,  the  awful  task  of  preparing  for  etei- 
Blty.     It  is  in  yn".'  nowBr  now  to  mirchase  thia  hap 
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SiinKIH  for  yourself,  by  seriously  attending  to  the  llva 
i>Ilowing  requisites  for  a  good  Confession; — 1st, 
Serbua  examination  of  conseience. — 3d,  Sorrow  for 
sin. — 3d,  A  determined  resolution  never  more  to  of- 
fend God,  and  to  aroid  the  occasions  of  sin. — 1th,  A 
candid,  humble  confession  to  an  approved  priest.— 
5th,  A  sincere  desire  and  intention  to  satisfy  God's  jus- 
tice, and  vour  neighbour's  also,  if  injured  in  reputa- 
tion or  property. 

Pkce  yourself  in  the  presence  of  God,  by  a  lively 
act  of  faitli,  and  firm  conviction  that  hia  all-seemg 
uye  penetrates  to  the  bottom  of  yonr  heart.  Endea- 
vour to  lionceive  the  importance  of  acquitting  your- 
self well  of  so  serious  a  duty  as  Confession,  and  eon- 
aider  how  grateful  you  should  be  to  God  for  granting 
you  an  opportunity  which  is  denied  to  so  niany  sin- 
ners, of  regaining  his  gTa<?e  and  friendship. 
A  Prater  to  beg  of  God  the  grace  to  muke  a  good 
Confession. 

OmvGod!  and  most  liberal  Benefactor!  how  can 
I  present  myself  before  thee,  loaded  as  I  am  with  sin, 
and  above  all  debased  by  the  crime  of  ingratitude  for 
thy  inuumerabie  mercies !  But  thou  art  my  Creator, 
then  knowest  the  miseries  of  my  soul ;  thou  seest  how 
often  I  have  abused  the  greatest  ^aces,  how  un- 
worthy I  am  of  thy  favours ;  yet  notwithstanding,  then 
stiU.  desirest  not  the  death  of  me  a  wretched  sinner, 
but  rather  that  I  be  converted  and  live.  If  thoudidsi 
not  ardently  love  me,  thou  wouldst  not  now  invile  me 
to  return  to  thee,  nor  offer  me  a  pardon  I  have  sn  lit- 
tle deserved.  0  my  good  God !  since  I  could  net 
oonceive  the  desire  of  regaining  thy  friendship  with- 
out thy  grace,  vouchsafe  to  finish  thy  own  work,  and 
to  assist  me  in  preparing  for  this  confession.  Teach 
me  to  conceive  and  tremble  at  the  danj^r  in  wiiicli  I 
have  been  too  often,  of  eternal  separation  from  thee 
0  let  the  misery  of  those  unhappy  souls,  tnwiiora  re- 
pentance is  now  impossiblet  yet  who  once  had  iba 
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■ame  advantages  I  enjoy,  awaken  me  to  all  the  eser^ 
lions  necessary  for  making  a  good  confession,  and  da 
not  permit  that  my  negligence  or  insensibilily  should 
ftuaicate  tlie  designs  of  thy  inflnite  mercy. 

Big  the  Light  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  discover  your 

O  MY  God!  I  am  firmly  convinced,  that  howevei 
sincerely  I  may  desire  to  discover  all  my  offences, 
yet,  that  I  am  absolutely  incapable  of  discerning  even 
the  least  of  my  sins,  without  the  asstetance  of  thy 
holy  Spirit.  0  Jndge  of  the  living  and  the  dead ! 
before  whom  I  must  appear  one  day,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  all  my  thoughts,  vrords,  actions,  and  omis- 
sions, from  my  coming  to  the  use  of  reason  to  the 
last  instant  of  my  life,  give  me,  I  entreat  of  thee, 
that  light  and  grace  without  wiiieh  I  can  do  nothing. 
O  divine  Spirit  of  Light  and  Truth !  descend  into  my 
heart,  and  grant  me  one  ray  of  that  li^ht  which  will 
enlighten  my  soul  at  the  moment  of  Tier  departure 
from  this  world.  Alas  I  I  shall  then  see  all  my  sins 
in  their  true  colouis,  when  it  will  be  too  late  to  detest 
and  renounce  them ;  bnt  now  is  the  accept.Jile  time, 
the  iay  of  salvation,  every  moment  of  which  is  pre- 
cious :  this  life  is  that  season  of  mercy  in  which  thou 
hast  promised  to  receive  and  pardon  a  repenting 
ner.  O!  do  not  tlien  refuse  me  thy  divine 
now  that  the  Itnoivledge  of  myself  can  I 
perfect  conversion.  Discover  to  me  all  that  dia'- 
pleases  thee  in  my  heart ;  lei  nothing  escape  the  osael 
scrutiny  I  am  about  to  make,  that  I  may  thojougUIy 
know  myself,  and  then,  by  an  humble,  candid, 
1,  make  myself  known  to  thy 


AN  EXAMINATION  OF  CONSCIENCE 
To  fulfil  your  duty  with  regard  to  esaminalion  c 
3,  you  should,  as  St.  Augustine  says,  estj 
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blisti  within  joai  own  heart  a  tribaiid,  and  thera 
taking  fur  the  rule  of  joui  judgment  the  Gospel  of 
JesuB  Christ,  and  the  principles  of  Christianity  laid 
down  by  its  divine  Founder,  judge  yourself  wiUi  the 
same  impartial  justice  as  yon  would  an  indiffeiflnl 
person,  or  rather  witJi  all  the  rigour  with  which  yon 
would  act  towards  a  declared  enemy;  for,  in  fact,  wo 
have  no  greater  enemy  than  ourselves  iu  all  that  re 
gacds  our  eternal  interests. 

Examine  youi  conscience  carefully  on  all  the  sins 
you  have  fallen  into  since  your  last  confession,  and 
also  on  any  fault  you  may  have  committed  in  making 
it.  Talre  sufBeient  time  for  this  important  inquiry ; 
for  it  is  a  eertainity,  that  every  sin  forgotten  through 
criminal  carelessness,  will  always  remain  against  ua 
before  God,  and  consequently  prevent  the  pardon  of 
the  rest  of  our  sins.  But,  thmigh  our  examination 
for  confession  should  be  made  with  the  greatest  exact- 
ness, yet  scrupulous  anxiety  should  be  carefiiUy  avoid- 
ed, as  God  requires  no  more  than  moral  care  and  ap- 
plication, such  as  every  rationiJ  person  would  give  to 
any  affair  in  which  he  earnestly  wished  to  succeed. — 
The  different  heads  to  be  examined  on,  are  the  Sins 
committed  relative  to  the  Sacraments — the  ten  Com- 
mandments uf  God — the  six  Precepts  of  the  Church-  - 
the  seven  deadly  sins — the  duties  of  our  State  of  Life — 
onr  predominant  Passion — and,  lastly,  with  respect 
to  each  sin,  the  number  of  times  it  has  been  com- 
mitted, as  nearly  as  we  can  recollect,  and  any  cir- 
cumstance which  may  materially  alter  its  nature,  ur 
increase  or  diminish  its  malice. 

An  ExamiTiation  for  Young  Persons. 

Respecting  the  Sacramenis, — Have  you  confessed 
or  communicated  without  suffioient  preparation! 

Respecting  the  Commandments. — 1st  Command- 
ment.— Did  yau  neglect  on  awaking  to  make  an  offer- 
iiig  of  your  heart  to  God  1  Did  you  ontit  your  morn- 
ing prayers,  or  disctiarge  any  other  spiritual  iaXj 
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with  wilful  disttaetion  1  Have  you  assisted  at  the 
^iiituai  lecture  or  bstructions  without  ilie  respect 
toA  attention  due  to  the  word  of  God]  Have  you 
passed  the  day  in  total  forgetfuneaa  of  God's  holy 
(ireEc.nce  1 

ad  Commandment. — Did  you  take  the  holy  name 
of  God  in  vain? 

3i  Commandment. — Were  you  wilfully  distianted 
during  Mass,  particularly  on  a  day  of  oblijfaiion ! 
Did  you  laugh,  talk,  look  about,  or  behave  in  any 
other  way  disrespectful  in  the  chapel  1 

4th  Commandment. — Have  you  been  disobedient 
to  your  mistresses,  who  now  hold  the  place  of  youe 
patents  1  Did  you  ridicule  or  disregard  their  advice, 
murmur  at  or  intentionally  slight  their  orders  or  re- 
gulations 1  Did  you  fail  in  the  atteivtion  you  owe  to 
theinstruotionsof  your  masters,  and  to  those  of  every 
other  person  concerned  in  your  educadon  1 

5th  Commandment, — Have  you  given  way  to  anger, 
impatience,  hatred,  jealousy,  or  desire  of  revenge  1 
Have  you  been  guilty  of  injurious  words,  or  did  you 
refuse  to  apologize  or  forgive  T  Have  you,  by  bad 
example,  bad  advice,  or  by  any  means,  been  accessary 
to  the  sins  of  others  1  Have  you,  by  ridicule,  by  op- 
position, by  teasing,  or  by  any  other  way  whatever, 
deterred  others  from  actmg  uprightly  1  Have  you 
been  guilty  of  iutemperance,  or  m  any  way  inten- 
tionally injured  your  health  1  Have  you  neglected  to 
relieve  the  poor  according  to  your  ability  ? 

Gth  and  fiftfi  Commandments.— Have  you  sinned 
oy  words,  -actions,  looks,  thoughts,  or  desires  con- 
trary to  purity  1,, 

7th  and  Btji  'Commandments. — Have  you  been 
guilty  of  theft,  or  wantonly  destroyed  vliat  did  not 
belong  to  you ! 

8th  Conrniandment. — Have  you  been  guilty  of  rash 
judgments,  detraction,  or  lies?  Have  you,  by  t»le- 
bearing,  or  i«  any  other  way,  given  occasion  to  quar- 
rels^ disunioR,  or  any  other  breach  of  charity?  Uavo 
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you  spoken  of  the  faults  of  olliers,  or  listtned  mlun- 
tacily  to  any  unchsiitable  conversations !  Have  yon 
deliberately  entertained  or  maiiifested  feelings  of  dis- 
tilie  towards  any  one?  Have  you  given  anyone  pain 
by  unkind  or  cutting  remarks  1  Have  you  exposed 
your  companions  to  impatience,  or  the  oommiBsioii  of 
any  fault,  by  acting-  in  a  manner  which  you  supposed 
capable  of  producing  these  bad  effects  \ 

Inspecting  the  seven  deadly  Sins. — Have  you  been 
guilty  of  pride  m  vanity  in  thoughts,  moi-ds,  or  ac- 
tions'! Have  you  given  way  to  sloth,  or  indulged 
habitual  indolence  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  ? 

Respecting  your  present  Duties. — Have  you  neg- 
lected your  improvement,  wilfully  misspent  your  time, 
or,  through  olratinacy,  contempt,  or  repugnance  to  re- 
straint, transgressed  the  rules  established  for  preserv- 
ing order  and  regularity  1  and  have  you,  by  this  ex- 
ample, or  by  ridicule,  been  the  cause  of  others  actir.g 

An  Examination  for  a  general  Confession. 
Sijis  committed  relative  to  the  Sacraments. — Did 

Sia  neglect  confessing  and  communicating  at  Easter  1 
id  you,  through  carelessness,  forget  a  mortal  sin  in 
confession  7 — Have  yoo  ever  told  a  lie  in  confession 
a  through  fear,  shame,  ot  an}' 

[All  confeseioris  Bod  communiona  which  fi>lIow  sucn  cnncecj. 

Di(l  you-  accuse  yourself  of  your  sins  in  such  terms 
as  would  disguise  them?  or  were  you  negligent  iti 
sxpressing  the  circumstances,  motives,  persons,  oi 
consequences,  which  increased  the  malice,  or  altered 
I  he  namreofthe  sin  i. — Did  you  confess  with  an  inton 
tiin  of  committing  the  same  sins  again  1 — Have  you 
wilfully  neglected  performing  your  "^enancel — i)id 
you  refuse  or  neglect  complying  with  the  injunctions 
of  your  director  i  such  as  quitting  the  occasions  of 
fan,  becoming  reconciled  to  your  enemies,  oi  repati 
13 
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mg  any  injostice  done  to  your  oeighbour,  in  characten 
nr  propeitj;  8ucl\  conditions  being  eesentially  neoes- 
Mty  for  the  validity  of  absolutian. — Were  you  in  the 
habit  (if  malting  the  advice  of  your  director  the  sub- 
ject of  ridiculed — Did  you  quit  your  ordinary  eon- 
feasor  from  the  sole  motive  of  having  more  liberty  ta 
indulge  your  slothful  and  sinful  habiCsunder  the  direc- 
tion of  3  stranger? — Have  you  received  any  sacra- 
ment, paTticularlyihe  blessed  Euchaiiat,  in  the  dread- 
iul  state  of  mortal  sin  T — Have  you  presumed  to  ap- 
proach the  holy  communion  after  breaking  your  fast, 
or  williout  sufficient  preparation  1 — Did  you  commn- 
nicate  through  custom,  through  hypocrisy,  human  re 
spout,  or  any  other  Euch  criminal  motive  1 

First  Commanilment, 
[This  commandmcnl  is  [ranasrcssea  bj-  ail  aliis  agdiisl  failh, 

Sins  against  Faith, — Have  you  been  ignorant  of 
such  things  as  are  essentially  necessary  for  salvation ; 
such  as  the  principal  mysteries,  the  Creed,  Lord's 
Prayer,  Commandments  of  God  and  the  Charch,  the 
Sacraments,  and  necessary  dispositions  for  approach- 
ing them  worthily,  paiticularly  the  Messed  Eucharist 
and  Penance  t — Did  this  ignorance  proceed  froniyonr 
own  feult,  such  as  your  not  having  studied  the  Cate- 
chiam ;  not  having  attended  instructions,  or  behaved 
at  sn  serious  a  duty  without  respect  or  attention ;  talk- 
ing, laughing,  causing  others  to  do  so,  or  not  making 
any  effort  to  retain  inslruclions,  or  learn  prayers  7 — 
Hate  you  wilfully  doubted  any  article  of  faith,  or  es- 
Hnined  divine  mysteries  with  idle  curiosity  1 — Did 
you  deny  any  article  of  faith,  or  did  you  expose  your 
toh  to  the  danger  of  being  weakened,  or  even  lost, 
ay  reading  infidel  or  heretical  books  ? — Did  you  entei 
churches  or  meeting-houses,  or  assist  at  the  sermons, 
baptisms,  marriages,  or  religions  ceremonies  of  pei- 
MMUi  of  other  persuasions  1 — Did  yon  question  tt* 
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tuthoTit;  of  the  Church  to  it  scitute  festivals  oi:  fanls, 
or  use  the  words  of  the  Hcly  Scripture  in  jtjet,  oi 
without  due  respect  1 — Did  yon  hold  iniercoiiiss  with 
persoua  publicly  excommunieated  ^ — Were  you  guilty 
of  superstition,  by  consulting  foitune-tellera,  givuig 
" — •!■■  to  dreams,  or  using  charms  for  the  recovery  of 
I  or  things  lost  ? 

ij  against  Hope. — Did  you  despair  of  salvation, 
or  of  the  forgiveness  of  your  sins ;  or,  on  the  contra- 
IT,  did  yon  sin  by  presumption ;  continuing  to  offend 
God  because  of  his  mercy  and  patience ! — Were  your 
resolutionsofamendment  grounded  ona  presumptuous 
idea  of  your  own  strength,  forgettiog  that  all  our 
sufficiency  is  fiom  God  1 — Did  you  murmur  against 
divine  Providence,  or  repine  under  trials,  such  as  the 
loss  of  friends,  property,  &c.  'i 

Sins  against  Charity,  or  the  Love  of  God. — Have 
you  loved  any  creature  as  much  or  more  than  God ; 
or  has  any  inordioate  attachment  caused  you  to  offend 
Gail — Did  vou  take  pleasure,  either  in  offending 
God  yourself,  or  seeing  others  commit  sin  1 — Did  yoa 
pass  whole  days  without  thinking  of  God,  resisting 
bis  inspirations,  daily  receiving  his  blessings  without 
gratitude  or  thanksgiving  ?— -Were  you  habitually 
negligent  and  slothful  in  his  divine  service  1 

Sins  against  the  Virtue  of  Religion. — Did  you 
habitually  neglect,  on  awaking  in  the  morning,  to  offer 
your  heart  to  God,  and  direct  your  intention  to  him 
in  all  your  actions  1 — Did  you  omit  your  morning  or 
niglit  prayers,  or  neglect  your  daily  examination  of 
J,  and  other  religious  duties  1 — Were  thoss 
■■-"■~is  habitual,  or  were  they  under  such 
s  would  give  bad  example  ordisedifi- 
cation  I — Were  you  wilfiilly  distracted  at  prayer  1 — 
Did  you  assist  at  the  holy  sacrifice  of  the  Mass  with 
distraction  or  irreverence  ? — Specify  if  it  was  at  a 
Mass  of  obligation. — Did  you  behave  with  irreverence 
in  the  chapel ;  laugh,  tal^,  gaze  about,  loll  in  a  dis- 
respectful posture,  or  occasion  those  sins  in  others! 
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— Did  you  frequent  the  temple  of  the  Atmightj 
through  sinful  motives,  such  as  to  exhibit  dress  oi 
liew  ftiihiona,  to  see  others,  or  to  be  seen  ? — Have 
vou  profaned  or  disrespected  holy  things ;  such  as  the 
sacred  vessels  or  relics ;  turned  into  riaicole  the  cere 
monies  of  the  Church,  or  any  thing  whatsoever  rela- 
tive to  the  word  of  God,  or  his  holy  service  1 — Havei 
yoa  spoken  disrespectfully  of  the  saints,  or  ridiouliid 
thfiir  actions] — Have  you  ridiculed  elerfvymeo,  or 
persons  consecrated  to  God  1 — Did  you  disauadt  anj 
one  from  performing  good  works  of  any  de^jniition 
such  as  hearing  Mass,  praying,  giving  aJr>iB,  ILc.  T 

Second  Commandment. 
[This  connnandmem  forljida  cursing,  swestirff   lireveKNMn 
the  hDl;  name  of  God,  Ms  salDU,  and  hoi;  lliinge  In  general.] 

Did  you  break  any  vow,  or  solemn  promise  made  to 
God  1 — Did  you  make  a,  rash  vow  1 


Did  you  take  an  unnecessary  oath ;  or  swear  con- 
trary to  truth,  doubting,  or  not  caring  whether  the 
matter  were  true  or  false  1 — Have  you  been  the  cause 
of  others  cursing  or  sweating,  or  (fid  you  neglect  pre- 
venting swearing  when  in  your  power  to  do  so  1 — 
Have  you  taken  such  rash  oaths  'is  could  not  be  kept 
without  sin ;  such  as  to  swear  to  be  revenged  1 — Did 
you  commit  a  double  crime,  by  keeping  as  well  as 
making  such  an  oath  1 — Have  you  been  in  the  habit 
of  takina;  the  holy  name  of  God  in  vam,  or  using  any 
other  holy  expression  lightly  or  disrespectfully ! — Did 
vou  imprecate  any  evil  on  yourself  or  others  1 
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—Did  you,  ay  rising  late,  spending  too  much  tiiue  in 
dreEsiog,  or  going  on  it  journey  withont  having  heard 
Mass,  expose  youiselftothei^ngero' sinning  against 
this  commandment  1 — Hare  yon  been  the  occasion  of 
others  losing  Mass,  either  by  preventing  their  assist- 
ing-  at  it  in  person,  or  by  talking  to,  or  otherwise  dis- 
tracting them  during  a  eonsideraWe  part  of  the  holy 
Bacrifice? — Did  you  neglect  making  servants,  chil- 
dren, or  others  under  your  care  assist  regularly  at 
Mass  on  Sundays  and  holidays  1 — Did  you  so  occupy 
those  in  your  employment,  as  to  prevent  their  hearing 
Mass :  or  did  you  occasion  trades>people  to  work  on 
Sundays  or  holidays  to  satisfy  yoiw  vanity,  or  for  any 
other  insufficient  cause  T — Have  you  neglected  to 
sanctif)'  the  Lord's  day,  by  devoting  the  greater  part 
of  it  to  prayer,  spiritual  reading,  giving  or  receising 
instructions,  and  other  spiritual  and  holy  works  1 

[Remember,  Ihai  [he  Prscepl  of  hearine  Mass  pn  a  Sunilaj  may 
be  disporiBBit  wiih  by  Blcknssa  and  oiher  joai  causes  ;  whereee  Ilio 
ciiininand  of  SEtnclifying  [he  Luid'a  Da/  is  in  all  ciicumslancea  In- 

Ftmrth  Commandment. 
{This  MiDinandnienl  poiiile  out  [bs  recipiocal  dinieB  of  parenu, 
chililren,  masiera,  servants,  apprenllcea,  and  la  general  all  (hoee 

prinidpallf  for  young  persone,  (he  following  examlnsiiOD  Is  r^n- 
fined  lo  Die  dmles  orchlldren  lowerds  parenle.  IllsDnljIobe  ob- 
sarreil,  Ihai  as,  wWIb  joung  perBDna  are  ai  achool,  Iha  duly,  re- 
Bpecl,  and  obedlenco  due  [o  parenle,  ere  traneferred  \o  niLiatere  aod 
□iLstreeBee,  likewise  to  aunts,  uncles,  or  guardians,  wta lie  under 
their  care,  or  to  any  oilier  person  wlinsoeyer  sppointofl  by  Grnl  lo 
govern  them  -,  of  cnuTse.  wbai  woold  be  sinful  wUh  regard  to  pa 
renla,  becomes  sinful  with  regard  to  those  nbo  hold  tbeir  place.] 
Have  you  disobeyed  your  parents ;  and  was  i^  ac- 
companied with  obstinacy  1 — Have  you  been  deficient 
in  the  love,  respect,  deference,  tenderness,  and  grati- 
tude, so  justly  due  to  parents ;  or  have  you  nourished 
haired,  aversion,  or  contempt  foe  them ;  did  you  wish 
their  death,  or  desire  them  tuiy  other  injury? — From 
what  motive? — Have  you,  by  misconduct,  or  any 
Mier  means,  occasioned  your  parents  to  be  guilty  of 
(nssion,  or  any  other  sin?  Have  you  joined  Willi 
13« 
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your  blotters,  sisters,  or  any  other  persona,  in  upp(»- 
sing  parenta,  in  contradicting  them,  or  counteracting 
their  will  1 — Have  you  given  them  pain  by  rude  or 
disccBpectful  answers,  ili-tempered  looks,  stubliorii' 
ness,  self-will,  or  opposition  to  their  desires  ? — Did  yoo 
ridicule  their  advice,  or  receive  their  admonition  or 
.  correction  with  suUennesa  or  ill-humour ! — Have  yen 
impatiently  borne  the  defects  and  biirmities  oCyoui 
parents,  particularly  in  Bieknesa  or  old  age  f — Have 
you  been  guilty  of  suspicions,  rash  judgments,  exag- 
gerations, or  inventions  to  their  disadvantage  1~-Did 
von  communicate  those  uncharitable  and  undutiful 
ideas  to  your  brothers,  sisters,  or  others ;  and  did  jou 
thereby  lessen  then-  confidence,  affection,  and  duty  ? 
-^Have  you  neglected  to  procure  for  your  parents 
every  corporal  and  spiritual  assistance  in  your  power, 
particularly  in  their  last  illness  ?— Have  you  neglect- 
ed praying,  and  procuring  prayers  for  them  ;  or  did 
you  fail  to  execute  their  last  will,  and  comply  with 
their  dying  wishes  1 — Have  you  ill-treated  your  bro- 
thers, or  sisters,  or  caused  dissensions  in  your  femilyl 
mention  what  injury  was  occasioned  by  sueh  conduct. 
— With  respect  to  ecclesiastical  superiors,  such  as 
your  director,  parish  priest,  &o.,  have  you  disobeyed 
them,  disregarded  their  counsel,  presumed  to  question 
their  just  regulations,  ridiculed  them,  or  in  any  other 
manner  deviated  from  the  respect  due  to  their  saored 
character  1 — Have  you,  on  occasions  of  difference  of 
opinion  between  ecclesiastics,  presumed  to  censure 
one  side  or  the  other  1  those  matters  being  quite  out 
of  the  sphere  of  seculars. — Have  you  iil-treated  or 
abused  servants ;  spoken  to  them  in  a  harsh,  com' 
manding,  or  haughty  manner,  or  given'  thera  bad  ex- 
ample 1 — Have  you  encuuraced  them  in  the  common 
iiabit  of  tale-bearing ;  or  made  use  of  them  as  instru- 
menls  to  gratify  your  curiosity,  vanity,  or  any  otliei 
passion  1 — Have  you  accused  them  on  suspicion,  oi 
bytale-bearing;  nrin  any  other  way  occasioned ^ier- 
*aJlB  to  ose  their  place,  or  sustain  any  oilier  injury 


;3,GooqIc 


yby. 


•—Have  you  been  ineonsidorate  towards  them  whUs 
Bicls ;  or  overpowered  them  with  occapatLons,  so  as  lo 
leave  them  no  leisure  for  religious  duties? — Have 
you  neglected  to  instruct  or  ptocuie  them  inslruo- 

[This  duly,  though  ptoperlT  belorging  lo  Ihe  heads  of  famllieii, 

■    '      °°    '   "hek-l 

Fifth  Commandment. 
ndment,  which  fotWdB  laking  awajthe  ISFsof  Ihe 

cepl  of  ftalamal  cliBtliy,  or  loving  out  oalghboui  as  oursolvss.) 

Did  you  desire  your  own  death  or  that  of  others ; 
from  what  motive! — Did  you  injure  your  health  by 
concealing  any  serious  inaladj  through  pride  or  love 
of  amusement  ? — Did  you  witness,  encourage,  or  be- 
come any  way  instrumental  to  the  crime  of  duelling, 
fighting,  or  dissension  1 — Were  you  guilty  of  quar- 
relling and  fighting  ? — Did  you  t^e  revenge  for  any 
injury,  or  desire  an  opportunity  of  doing  so! — Did 
you  indulge  sentiments  of  hatred,  revenge,  aversion, 
ill-will,  or  contempt ;  or  did  you  beat,  strike,  or  hurt 
any  one,  through  passion,  or  any  other  bad  motive  ? — 
Have  you  been  at  variance  wiui  your  neighbour ;  for 
what  length  of  time ! — Was  this  scandalous  conduct 
public  or  observable ! — Have  you,  after  a  seeming 
reconciliation,  still  nourished  coldness,  and  refrained 
from  the  accustomed  testimonies  of  charity! — Have 
yon  caused  the  spiritual  death  of  your  neighbour,  by 
occasiouing  the  commission  of  a  mortal  sin,  which  is 
called  the  crime  of  scandal ! — Have  you  in  conver- 
sation, or  by  any  other  means,  taught  others  the  evil 
oi  which  they  were  ignorant;  to  how  many! — Were 
they  younger  than  you ;  or  were  thoy  brothers,  sis- 
ters, or  others  to  whom  you  particularly  owed  gooil' 
example! — What  was  the  evil!- — -Did  you  intend  tliat 
rin  should  he  committed  1 — Have  you  acted  ainfullj 
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in  tLe  presence  of  others  1 — What  was  the  ai  tion  t  — 
Did  it  produce  the  e»i!  consequence  of  others  follow- 
ing youi  example  1 — Did  you  command,  consent  to 
or  defend  an  evi!  action ! — Did  you  participate  in  an 
evil  action  by  assistance,  by  silence,  by  conniTance, 
by  not  correcting  or  preventing  it  when  in  your  pow- 
er, or  by  not  manifesting  it  to  those  who  could  do  so  1 
— Did  you  excite  vanity  in  others,  by  flattery,  or 
over-rating  the  trifling  advantages  of  body  or  mind  ? — 
Have  you  neglected  to  relieve  the  poor  according  to 
your  ability ;  or,  when  unable  to  give  alnis,  have  yon 
apoken  to  them  harshly  or  contemptuously  1 
[The  pTBCepI  ar  giving  alms  IjBoomes  of  obligalion  from  IhB  mO' 

Sixth  and  Ninth  Cimimandments. 
ilinlh  forbiiidlng  in  Ihoughl  what  ihe  aiKlh  forblils  In  condud.    Rb- 

lhQU5hla4wellaaipocUon:  but  in  none  Is  llie  flantet  of  nioilBl 
iia  30  great,  as  in  noy  dellberalB  IraasgceBeion  Df  ihe  slxih  2iiA 

Have  you  been  guilty  of  any  action  contrary  to 
purity  1 — Have  you  wilfully  transgressed  the  rules 
of  modesty,  in  dresains,  undressing,  or  in  any  other 
way  \ — ■Were  those  faulte  committed  in  the  presence 
of  others,  or  wero  you  negligent  in  those  respects 
even  when  alone  I — -Have  you  acted  with  levity,  or 
were  you  so  far  forgetful  of  reserve  and  modesty,  as 
to  permit  others  to  act  towards  you  with  unbecoming 
freedom  1 — Have  you  had  any  dangerous  sinful  con- 
versation 1 — How  many  were  concerned  * 

hold  in  IhB  presence  of  parenlB,  niialtesass,  or  ihose  Ihey  lespecl. 

Have  you  contracted  any  intimacies,  or  nourished 
uttaehments  for  those  whose  society  you  ftund  to  be 
injurious,  or  who  were  in  any  respect  dbai,  proved  of 
by  yoar  parents  or  suiieriora! — Did  you,  through 
vanity  or  any  other  motive,  transgress  the  rules  of 
modesly  in  dress  X — Have  you  sung  or  listened  to  iiu 
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rONECIENCE.  1G3 

moJest  songs  t — Have  you  read,  circulated,  or  listen 
ed  to  had  bookal — Have  you  privately  written  or  re- 
ceived such  letters  as  are  disapproved  of  by  yoiM 
parepta  or  mistresses ! — Have  you  looked  at  inimo- 
nest  pi.;tuies  or  any  other  improper  object] 

[Those  irno  fee]  Iheir  CDnEC)en<:E9  churgcil  Va\i  an;  siti,  orerea 
d'lubl  or  «n.  on  Ihose  command  men  Is,  shDuLd  be  caret  uJ  lo  mcaaa 
Ihsmaoluea  af  whaiever  bibj  be  Einful,  anfl  Bubmil  Iheir  Ooubta  lo 
■be  juilgmsntor  Iheir dtrecior,] 

Seventh  and  Tenth  Conanandments. 


Have  you  stolen  any  thing  whatsoever  t — How 
much,  or  iiow  ofYen ! — Did  you  cause  others  to  steal, 
or  have  you  shared  in  or  concealed  stolen  goods? — 
Have  you,  by  theft,  or  in  any  other  way,  considerably 
injured  any  one  in  property  1 — Have  yon  taken  any 
thing  from  your  parents,  or  given  any  thing  out  of 
their  house  without  their  consent,  to  servants  or 
olliers  '-—Have  you  neglected  complying  with  the  in- 
dispensable obligation  of  restoring  what  you  stola 
when  in  your  power  to  do  so  ? — Have  you  lost,  through 


undertook  ti 

Vou  are  bound  to  make  restitution. — Have  you  cheat- 
ed in  buying,  selling,  at  cards,  or  in  any  other  way ! — 
Have  you  purchased  stolen  goods,  or  bought  of  chil- 
dren, servants,  or  others  who  had  no  riglit  to  sell  ? — 
Have  you  passed  forged  notes  or  false  money,  know- 
ing them  lo  he  such  ? — Have  you  contracted  debts, 
without  the  intention  or  the  means  of  paying  them  ? — 
Ill's  you  neglecled  paying,  as  soon  as  possible, 
dress-makers,  milliners,  and  such  trades-people  as 
you  may  have  had  to  deal  with,  thereby  subjecting 
ihem  to  the  loss  of  tune,  and  other  inconveniences 
attendant  on  incesaa  tit  solicitations  \ — Have  you  bee* 
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giTilty  of  extraTagance,  and  oimecessaiy  expensB  i> 
dress,  for  self-gratification,  vanity,  or  any  auch  bad 
motive  1 — Have  you  injored  tiie  property  of  otliera, 
or  liid  you  retain  articles  only  lent  1 — Have  you  ap- 
propriated any  thing  foand  1  If  the  owner  ba  nol 
discovered,  the  article  or  its  value  should  be  given  to 
the  poor. — Have  yon  desired  the  property  of  others, 
or  wished  ihem  a  reverse  of  fortune,  that  you  raaj 
gain  thereby  1 

Eighth  Commandment. 
tThis  commindmcm  f.irbias  all  false  tea^moniea,  rash  liiaj- 
piUBlion  of  Jour  neighbour,  or  conltary  lo  tcUgioo  and  Kuib.] 

Have  you  home  false  testimony  against  your  neigh- 
bour ;  that  is,  have  you  reported  a  felsehood  of  any 
person? — What  was  the  nature  of  such  report  1 — 
What  was  your  motive  in  making  it,  and  what  injurj 
resulted  ^ — Have  you  been  guilty  of  rash  judgments, 
or  evil  suspicions! — Did   you   disclose   auch   sinful 


lally  or  veniallv  sinful,  tnateriallj  allor  lbs  nwurs  of  Ihe  sin,  and 
of  course  should  be  speciaed.] 

Have  you  told  lies  to  the  prejudice  of  your  neigh- 
bour, in  which  consists  the  sin  of  calumny  1  In  fliia 
case  you  are  obliged  to  restore  his  good  name,  by  re- 
tracting the  calumny. — Have  you  been  guilty  of  othei 
falsehoods,  such  as  lies  of  excuse,  boasting,  or  vanity ! 
were  those  habitual  1 — Have  you  caused  others  to  tell 
lies,  or  peisisted  yourself  in  falsehoods  1 — Have  yoo, 
to  support  one  untruth,  told  many  others ! — Have  you 
eontraeted  a  habit  of  efiuivocation  or  exaggeration  % — 
Have  you  been  guilty  of  detraction,  publishing  the 
faults  of  your  neighbour,  malting  ihem  the  subject  of 
youT  conversation  or  ridicule ! — Have  you  listened  to 
detraction;  taken  pleasure  therein,  or  not  prevented 
it  wlien  in  your  power  to  do  sol — Have  you.  bj 
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enrions  queafiona,  caused  others  to  commit  the  sin  of 
detraction  ? — Have  you  broken  promises,  or  betrayed 
the  secrets  of  otliers  1— Was  it  in  a  matter  of  conse- 
quence, and  did  it  occasion  any  mjury  1 — Have  yoa 
opened  letters,  read  wills,  or  other  secret  papeia? 
Ironi  what  motive  ? 

LErsry  sin  against  ebulty,  whetner  by  deiracHon,  rash  jula- 
ne'sB.  oi'^^beatELnce,  is  a  Icanegresalon  of  ibis  camRianilmenl,  and 

Ihfjik  of  orhers,  as  ute  wiah  Ihey  should  thitik,  act:  utmope^  of 


The  Pbsobpts  of  the  Church. 

[The  Ursl  precept  of  Ihe  Churclx.  wi.  to  Aear  Mam  im  Sundagi 
and  Halidi^s,  boa  been  ojiamioed  in  going  over  llielhinJ  com. 
mandnisnl.    The  second prereplob(lgeBalLihosoI.j/osi  who  havs 

Have  you  broken  the  fast  or  abstinence  ordained 
by  the  Church! — Have  you,  when  considered  by  a 
physician  incapable  of  fasting  or  abstinence,  neglect- 
ed to  ask  permission  from  your  pastor  to  eat  meat  1 — 
Have  you  caused  others  to  break  the  fast  or  absti- 
nence commanded  by  theCiiurch? — When  dispensa- 
tions were  necessary,  have  you  eaten  tish  and  meat 
the  same  day,  or  eaten  meat  more  than  once  a  day, 
or  in  mised  company,  when  it  could  be  avoided  T — 
Have  you  eaten  egga  <)n  any  day  on  which  they  aia 
forbidden,  or  taken  any  thing  made  np  with  eggs  1 

pn  wblch  she  lives,  and  act  coiirutmably  Ihoreio ;  somo  DIshopt 
Ibibidding,  oibers  allowing  [he  uss  nf  eggs,  eic.,  na  cetiain  iayi. 

The  third  precept  of  the  Church  obliges  to  cmfest 
our  sins  al  least  once  a  year. — Have  you,  since  yoin 
first  confession,  passed  a  year  without  approaching 
Ihe  Sacrament  of  Penance. 

The  fourth  precept  of  the  Church  obliges  to  recelvt 
tht  hUaaed  Euchirist  at  Easter,  or  within  theitinw 
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appointed  for  discharging  that  duty ;  also  to  commn. 
nioatB  in  our  parish  chapel. — Have  you,  since  yom 
fast  communion,  neglected  complying  with  this  pre- 

The  fifth  precept,  which  obliges  to  contribute  to  Ike 
tupport  of  our  Clergy,  regards  principally  the  head* 
of  families ;  therefore  it  is  passed  OTer  in  an  examina- 
lion  prepared  only  for  young  persons  ;  they,  however, 
should  be  early  impressed  with  a  just  sense  of  an  ob- 
ligation which  is  much  stricter  th^i  is  generally  ima- 

The  sixth  precept  of  the  Chureh/orfirfs  the  solemni- 
zation of  marriage  viilhm  forbidden  degrees  of  kin- 
dred, clandestinely,  or  within  foi-hidden  times ;  that 
is,  from  Ash-Wednesday  to  Low-Sunday  inclusively, 
and  from  the  first  Sunday  of  Advent  to  Twelfth-daT 
inclusiTely. 


Tke  Seven  Deadly  or  Capital  Sins. 
Pnde. — Have  you  deliberately  entertained  thoughts 
of  pride,  or  over-rated  any  little  interior  or  exterior 
advantages  you  may  possess  ? — Have  you  aonglit  the 
esteem  and  applause  of  creatures,  indulged  uneasi- 
ness or  discontent  when  those  have  been  with- 
held ;  or  have  you  given  way  to  excessive  discour- 
agement when  told  your  fajilts,  or  for  any  other  cause ' 
— Did  yon  entertain  feelings  of  contempt  for  others, 
in  consequence  of  defects  either  ment^  or  corporal, 
or  any  other  cause  whatsoever  1 — Have  you  been 
ielf-Gonceiied,  full  of  confidence  in  your  own  (ipinlon 
or  judgment,  contemning  tliat  :>f  others,  neglecting  to 
ask,  or  refuEing  to  receive  advice,  foolishly  imagining 
you  were  capable  of  guiding  yourself  1 — Have  you, 
through  pride,  refused  to  acknowledife  your  fanlts,  lo 
uk  pardon  for  them,  or  to  make  any  neceiiaary  repa- 
ntioii ! — Have  you  spoken  in  a  proud,  haughty,  self. 
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F  COHSCIENOS  1*7 

HiiEcieiit,  over-bearing  manner  1 — Have  you  })oasted 
of  haying  acted  wrong  on  any  occasion,  such  as  show- 
ing obstinacy  to  superiors,  or  refusing  to  apolomze; 
was  this  before  cowpanions,  or  other  persona  lOteljr 
to  he  injured  by  sueh  example  1 — HaTe  you  perform- 
ed youc  actions  through  jiride,  Tanitv,  or  human  re- 
epe  t  — Hare  you  aimed  at  a  dispmy  of  talents  or 
pe  1  advantages,  solely  to  alCraot  notice  and  ad- 
m  rat  —Have  you  yielded  to  vanity  on  account  of 
d  complishments,  riches,  or  any  other   such 

po   ant  advantages  ? — Have  you  sinned  by  ambi- 
t  dinately  desiring  honours,  riches,  rank,  or 

any  P  es  of  worldly  grandeur  T — Have  you,  in  the 
p  t  f  learning  and  other  acquirements,  exerted 
y  or  If  solely  from  motives  of  vanity,  jealousy,  or  to 
1  y  r  companions'! — On  the  other  hand,  have 
y  1  cted  to  cultivate  your  talents,  because  they 

w  t  of  the  first  order  ^ — Have  you  sinned  h^ 

hypocrisy,  affecting  piety,  or  disohaiging  your  reli 
gioue  duties  with  more  exactness  belore  others  than 
when  unobserved  f — Have  you  hypocritically   con- 
cealed real  vices  under  the  appearance  of  vixtuo  ^ 
There  ate  varioua  olher  ways  of  sinning  by  Prids,  not  Included 

eren  Iheit  iesi  actioiia  or  ^ood  works,  as  k  often  happeoe  Ibst 
ItaoGB  vei?  undeitakings,  which  sppeu  la  bare  God  for  [haii  ok- 
JscI,  are  (requently  pursued  onJy  becanse  tiaj  ntliacL  Iha  eeteem 
and  adnilrauon  of  Ihs  irDrid.  Such  peraonB  BhaDld  span  no  p^si 
la  AadeaTourlnff  to  correct  a  Tlce  whldi  may  deiEroy  (hs  raorh  of 
IhemoaiuBefufaDdnBll-reeulaiedlitb';  fbiFrJde,t)eB[dB  being:  ihi 
Ticsorchs  thoughllssBj  ortlialBDorantitheEowaidly,  aiidlhsna> 
row-minded,  IB,  BCEarmDE (a  £CtaryBOBtom,  "thai  craAy  i1il«r, 
who  Heals  thoss  richei  wblch  Bte  beyand  the  reach  ot  rebbsn :  ll 
li  t.  eanker,  which  deelroys  and  corrnptg  those  tceaanrei  « kleli 

■ulUoiis  en  eiemel  recoinpeiiBe  Ibr  thdr  tam-panxj  labouti  i  h  li 
■ha  successful  engine  of  the  devil,  who  hj  piide  and  raln-glorj 
efloeis  Ihe  tuin  ofsonia,  whose  vlnuea  render  Ihem  otherBise  an 
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Lust,  or  Ltuniry,  the  third  deadly  sin,  has  been 
■beady  examined  under  the  sixth  and  ninth  cam- 
Uiandments. 

Anger,  the  fourth  deadly  sin,  is  committed  by  pas- 
Have  you  been  in  a  passion  1 — How  often  ? — Before 
how  many  persons? — What  were  the  effects  of  thi> 
temporary  madness  1 — Have  yoa  given  way  to  impa- 
tience, crossness,  peevishness,  fretfuhiess,  ill-humoiir, 
or  discontent! — Have  you  manifested  impatience  and 
want  of  resignation  in  pain  and  sickness ;  refused  Iji 
Bubmit  to  remedies,  and  thereby  given  great  and  un- 
necessary trouble  to  servants  and  other  attendants  1 — 
Have  you  made  indisposition  a  plea  foe  indulging  ill- 
himnour,  perverseness,  and  emancipation  from  all  sort 
of  restraint  1 — Have  yoa  indulged  an  imperious,  irri- 
table, disaatislied  turn  of  mind,  thus  troubling  not  only 
your  own  peace,  but  that  of  every  one  connected  with 
yon  1 — Have  you  endeavonred  to  irritate  others,  oi 
did  you  take  delight  m  teasing  or  calling  them  names  •. 
Gluttony,  the  fifth  deadly  sin  is  committed  by  eat- 
ing or  drinking  to  excess. 

Have  you  transgresised  on  this  point? — Did  any 
bad  consequences  follow,  such  as  sickness,  &c.? — 
Have  you  eaten  what  you  knew  would  injure  your 
health? — Have  yoa  sought  any  inordinate  gratifica- 
tion of  appetite  ? — Have  you  indulged  discontent  con- 
cerning diet  1 — Have  you  publicly  or  privately  mur- 
mured on  this  subject,  or  have  you  been  difficult  to  be 
pleased  in  your  diet ;  not  reflecting,  that  thousands 
want  what  you  refiise  and  despise  ? 

Envy,  the  sixth  deadly  sin,  is  committed  by  repin 
ing  at  tiie  prosperity  oi'^  our  ne^hbout,  or  indulging 
any  sinful,  ill-natured  satisfaction  at  his  misfortune. 

Have  you  repined,  grieved  at,  or  endeavoured  to 
lessen  the  prosperity  of  others  1 — Have  yon  beon  de- 
jected, because  you  considered  yourself  siirpaasni  by 
Others  in  amiable  qualities,  talents,  or  even,pei'ff"na] 
ad  antages  ?— What  were  the  consequences ,1 — Hm 
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Jout  jealousy  or  envy  c 

lessen  the  reputation  of  others,  or  have  you  re^iic 
ftt  healing  thein  undervalued,  or  spoken  iU  of  1 — -Have 
you  indulged,  jealousy  at  the  affection  or  preference 
ahown  to  brothers,  sisters,  or  companions  1 — Have 
you,  on  this  account,  rejoiced  at  their  punishment  or 
disappointment,  or  have  you  joined  others  in  endeav- 
ouring to  mortiiy  them ! 

Sloth,  the  seventh  deadly  sin,  is  committed  by  in- 
dulging a  certain  laziness  of  mind  and  body,  which 
prevents  the  fervent  discharge  of  every  duty. 

Have  you  indulged  a  slothful,  indolent  disposition, 
without  making  the  necessary  efforts  to  correct  it! — 
Has  this  habii  of  sloth  influenced  yon  with  regard  to 
your  spiritual  duties,  so  fin  as  to  cause  you  to  neglect 
them,  or  to  discharge  them  with  tejidity  and  disgust* 
— Have  you  studied  your  ease,  shunning  every  incon- 
venience, never  curhing  your  inclinations,  caprices,  or 
humours,  solely  on  account  of  the  diiScnlty  attendant 
on  self-restraint  ?-^Haye  you  lost  your  time,  spending 
wiiole  hours  in  absolute  idleness,  or  what  is  much  the 
same,  frittering  them  away  in  idle,  worldly  conversa- 
tions, reading  silly  books,  or  such  unprofitable  occu- 
pitions ! — Have  you  given  trouble  to  your  parents  oi 
other  superiors,  by  never  taking  any  pains  yourself  in 
Ihe  care  of  your  person,  clothes,  and  every  thing  else 
left  to  your  charge! 


combaL    The  skelch  of  [he  chief  pTadomlnnnl  passions,  IrsusCer- 
rediD  tti:enilof  tbis  Wofk,  willaaEistin  thisBxamlnation.    Itja 

general  coDfesmDiis,  or  aay  oiber  occssiuD  when  i[  may  be  mind 
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OF  CONTRITION 

Having  by  a  diligent  and  prudent  Examination  of 
four  Conscience,  endeaTOurrd  to  discover  all  the  sina 
you  havo  been  guilty  of  aiiioe  your  last  Confession, 
»i>n  may  pass  to  the  aeeond  part  of  your  preparation 
for  the  Sacrament  of  Penance,  by  endeavouring  to 
exoite  in  your  heart  the  deepest  corrtrition. 

This  is  not  only  the  most  difficult,  but  also  the  most 
essential  Tequisite  for  n  good  Confession.  It  is  a 
condition  of  teconoiliation  with  God,  from  which  no- 
thing can  dispense.  Such  circumstances  as  the  loss 
of  speech,  or  the  want  of  a  Clergyman,  evidently 
dispense  from  the  obligation  of  Confession.  Sudden 
death,  which  often  leaves  no  time  for  the  performance 
af  the  penance  enjoined,  exempts  from  satisfaction, 
St  least  in  this  life.  But  nothing  can  dispense  from 
eontrition ;  without  that,  no  sin  ever  was  or  ever  will 
be  pardoned ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  one  sincere 
act  of  unfeigned  contrition  suffices  to  induce  the  Al- 
mkhty  to  blot  out  the  most  giievoas  crimes. 

Contrition,  as  the  word  imports,  is  a  sorrow  for  sin, 
with  which  the  heart  is  so  deeply  penetrated,  as  to  be 
as  it  were  broken;  a  sorrow,  which  necessarily  m- 
oludes  a  hatred  and  sincere  detestation  of  sin.  It 
proceeds  from  perfect  love  of  God.  It  is  the  heait- 
lelt  regret  of  a  chiW,  who  bitterly  laments  the  mis^ 
fortune  of  having  offended  a  beloved  parent,  whose 
displeasure  he  fears  more  than  death,  and  whom  he 
loves  infinitely  more  than  life.  Such  was  the  sorrow 
of  thejrodigal  son,  when  he  exclaimed  :  O  my  Fa- 
ther, I  have  sittTted  against  hecwen  and  hejore  thee, 
Lukexv.  18.  An  act  of  this  kind  of  sorrow,  properly 
called  Contrition,  justifies  a  sinner  the  instant  it  is 
produced ;  thas  was  Magdalen  purified  from  all  hei 
Bins,  because  her  tears  of  contrition  flowed  from  a 
beart  peniitraled  with  the  most  perfect  charity.  Con- 
trition,  nevertbeless,  however  perfect  it  may  be,  doa* 
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not  dispenss  with  the  obligation  of  recurring  to  the 
Sacrament  of  Pens,nce,  oi  ardently  desiring  to  do  soi 
if  deprived  of  an  opportunity. 

The  second  kind  of  sorrow  for  sin  is  called  Altri- 
tion,  and  is  much  inferior  to  Contritian,  both  in  iia 
caoses  and  in  its  effects.  It  is  the  legret  of  a  slave, 
who  returns  to  a.  master  wliose  chastisement  he  fears, 
or  of  a  child,  who  regrets  haying  forfeited  a  claim  to 
the  possessions  of  his  father.  It  is  generally  produ- 
ced either  by  a  sense  of  the  baseness  of  sin  in  itself, 
or,  more  commonly,  by  a  fear  of  hell,  or  the  loss  of 
heaven.  If  attrition  be  accompanied  by  a  hope  of 
pardon,  if  it  exclude  the  will  of  sinning  again,  it  is  an 
impulse  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  a  gift  of  God,  which 
disposes  the  sinner  for  the  happiness  of  perfect  recon- 
ciliation with  God  in  the  tribunal  of  penance. 

Sorrow  for  sin,  whether  perfect  or  imperfect ;  that 
is,  Contrition,  or  Attrition,  must  have  the  sis'  follow- 
ing qualities  :  First,  it  must  be  inieri&r ;  that  is,  it 
must  dwell  in  the  heart,  not  on  the  lips,  and  consist 
in  an  inward,  sincere  feeling  of  sorrow,  not  in  empty 
expressions  of  regret,  which,  of  themselves,  are  of  no 
avail  before  Him  who  sees  the  heart.  Witness  Saul 
and  David :  the  former,  when  reproached  for  his 
crimes  by  tiie  Prophet,  acknowledges  his  guiJt  with 
ali  the  appearance  of  sorrow ;  nevertheless,  he  dies 
a  reprolKite.  David  Is  also  reproached  by  God's 
prophet  with  far  more  grievous  transgressions ;  he, 
in  like  manner,  confesses  his  crimes,  which  are  fully 
remitted  by  God.  Whence  this  differenced  From 
the  difference  between  their  sorrow ; — that  of  Saal 
was  merely  exterior;  that  of  David  was  interior,  and 
therefore  efficacious. 

Secondly,  Contrition  must  be  svpemalural ;  that  is, 
produced  by  motives  of  faith  ;  such  as  re^et  for  hav- 
ing offended  a  God  inlinitely  amiable,  infinitely  good 
to  us;  a  God  who  alone  can  render  us  either  eter- 
nally happy,  or  eternally  miserable  :  motives  whioli 
«o  merely  natural  or  lempcral,  such  as  the  toss  of 
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Leatth,  fortune,  reputation,  or  the  shame  and  confti 
eion  which  siti  entails,  though  they  are  ample  subject* 
of  bitter  regret,  arc  in  themselves  absolutely  insuffi- 
cient to  recover  Gnd's  friendship,  as  is  proved  in  the 
case  of  Antiochus,  who  vainly  implored  pardon  for  hia 
sins,  because  his  sorrow  for  them,  though  very  lively, 
was  solely  produced  by  the  pangs  with  which  the  M- 
mighty  punished  him. 

Thirdly,  Contrition  must  be  s<mereign ;  that  is,  it 
must  be  superior  to,  and  greater  than,  every  otlier  sor- 
row ;  for,  as  we  should  prefer  our  salvation  to  all  that 
is  most  dear  t«  ns  on  earth,  not  excepting-  our  very 
life:  consequently  our  sorrow  for  having  offended 
God,  and  for  having  forfeited  out  right  to  tlie  king- 
dom of  heaven,  should  be  greater  than  for  any  other 
loss  whatsoever.  By  sovereign  sorrow,  however,  is 
not  meant  sensible  sorrow,  such  aa  would  be  felt  for 
the  loss  of  a  parent,  or  a  dear  ftiend ;  the  word  sone- 
reign  here  only  signifies  that  we  shonld  consider  sin 
the  sovereign  evil,  that  is,  the  lirst  and  aieatest  of  aU 
evils;  for,  though  the  lossof  thefriendslipand  goods 
of  this  world,  in  general,  affects  our  senses  much  mote 
than  Hie  loss  of  eternal  goods,  yet,  in  the  bottom  of 
cnr  soul,  our  sorrow  for  having  sinned  must  outweigh 
every  other. 

Fourthly,  Contrition  must  be  universal ;  that  is,  it 
must  extend  to  every  sin  you  have  committed.  Thus, 
to  cherish  the  least  attachment  to  any  of  ynnr  sins, 
ftough  you  should  feel  the  sinoerest  regret  for  all  the 
rest,  would  render  you  incapable  of  pardon.  For,  as 
St.  Gregory  says,  what  will  it  avail  a  sinner,  1«  re- 

g-et  the  sin  of  anger,  if  he  be  intent  on  revenge  1 — 
f  what  use  will  it  be  to  you,  to  regret  and  renounce 
lies,  injustice,  or  any  other  crime,  if  you  persevere  in 
uncharitable  dislike  to  your  neighbour,  or  do  not  de- 
test from  your  heart  your  proud  and  imperious  conduct 
towards  others  T  In  such  cases,  your  contrition  would 
not  suffice,  because  it  would  not  be  universal. 

Filliiiy,  Contrition  must  be  accompanied  with  afiiia 
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tesolnlion  of  nerer  deiiberately  relaps-ig  into  siu. 
This  resolution  should  be  Hncere;  that  is,  it  should 
include  a  liim  determmation  to  avoid  oarefully  not 
on!y  sin  but  OTOry  occasion  of  sin.  It  should  be  an 
absolute  reiotution,  not  the  conditional  resolution  of 
tlioae  who  say,  they  would  sin  again  if  there  wete  no 
hetl.  It  must  be  cowageous ;  that  is,  it  must  lead 
tbe  sinner  to  burst  all  smfiil  engagements  or  attach- 
ments, however  strong  they  may  be.  It  must  be 
universal ;  that  is,  your  resolution  must  not  be  con- 
lined  to  any  particular  sin,  but  must  extend  to  all  the 


laults  you  may  have  been  in  the  habit  of  eonunitting, 
oc  may  be  exposed  to  commit  hereafter.  Lastly,  It 
must  be  efficacious,  constant,  and  founded,  not  on  a 
presumptuous  conHdence  in  our  own  strength,  but  on 
an  humble  dependence  and  firm  reliance  on  the  assist- 
ance of  God.  This  description  of  resolution,  so  very 
different  from  the  vague  purposes  of  amendment, 
which  satisfy  too  many  in  preparing  for  confessiouj  ia 
so  indispensably  necessary  to  tine  contrition,  that  the 
sorrow  which  does  not  include  it,  cannot  he  ^17  thing 
better  than  gross  illusion  or  hypocrisy. 

The  sisth  and  last  quality  of  Contrition  is,  a  wiljing 
ness  and  determination  to  accept  and  perform  any 
penance  which  ma;  be  Imposed  in  the  tribunal  of 
Confession,  to  repair,  to  the  best  of  your  power,  the 
injuries  done  your  neighbour  in  his  property  or  repu- 
tation, and  also  to  suffer  in  the  spirit  of  penance  the 
painful  consequences  which  often  follow  from  sin. 
This  ""as  the  disposition  of  the  prodigal  son,  when  he 
willingly  consented  to  be  ranked  atnons  the  servants 
of  his  father ;  and  also  of  Zachens,  who  resolved  to 
give  half  his  goods  to  the  poor,  and  to  return  four 
tunes  as  much  to  those  whom  he  had  wronged. 

Such  should  be  the  qualities  of  true  Contrition,  that 
fficellert  disposition  of  heart,  which  St.  Cyprian 
esteems'  the  best  sacrifice  a  mortal  creature  can  offet 
to  his  Creator."  "That  disposition  which,"  St.  Am- 
Imiw:  Biya,  "  opens  heaven,  closes  hell,  cures  all  tbfl 
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diseases  of  the  soul,  repairs  all  spiritiiixl  tuin,  anA 
servea  as  a  sponge  to  efface  all  iniquities."  That 
disposition,  whicli  is  so  pleasing,  so  acceptable  to 
God,  that  he  never  has  rejected,  nor  ever  will  reject 
a  contrite  heart ;  it  disposition  which  may  be  con- 
•,'eived  and  produced  in  a  moment;  for  neither  the 
shortness  of  time,  nor  the  extremity  of  the  last  hour, 
Iiindera  the  pardon  of  a  penitent  sinner.  Finally, 
Contrition  is  so  profitable,  that  it  not  only  obtains 
pardon  for  all  paat  offences,  but  gains  a  fnture  crown 
of  eternal  glory.  .This  indispensable  disposition  for 
a  good  Confession,  laast  be  a  special  giil  from  God , 
his  powerful  grace  alone  can  penetrate  the  soul  with 
that  sincere  sorrow,  which,  as  St.  Augustine  saya 
"  so  changes  the  heart,  as  to  embitter  those  things 
which  once  appeared  sweet,  and  to  change  into  sub- 
jects of  real  anguish,  torment,  and  affliction,  those 
objeeta  which  heretofore  delighted  the  sinner." 

The  first  step  you  should  take,  for  acquiring  true 
Contrition,  is  to  beg  of  God  most  earnestly  to  dispose 
your  heart  for  conoeivbg  that  lively  and  sincere 
sorrow  he  requires  from  you.  "  Those  only,"  saya 
St.  Ambrose,  "on  whom  Jesus  deigns  to  look,  can 
detest  their  sins."  Peter  denies  his  Divine  Master, 
and  weeps  not,  because  the  Lord  had  not  looked  on 
him — he  repeats  his  ungrateful  denial,  nor  does  he 
yet  weep,  because  the  penetrating  glance  of  Jeaua 
had  not  pierced  his  soul.  But  Peter  a  third  time 
denies  his  Lord ;  Jesus  then  looks  on  him,  and  im- 
mediately this  penitent  Apostie  weeps  nvost  bitterly. 
Do  you  then  earnestly  beseech  of  Jesus  to  look  on 
you,  to  dispose  your  heart  for  conce  v  g  ill  the 
iorrow  required  from  you,  and  o  gi  e  yo  1  maelf 
that  precious  gifl  of  sincere  Con  on  wl  ch  you 
cannot  procure  of  yourself  I  cl  I  e  alone  an 
bealow,  and  without  which  }ou  c  n  ne  er  be  alh 
•olved. 
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i  Prayer  1;  ieg  of  God  Ike  grace  of  sincere  Coo- 

1  BiVE  now,  0  my  God  !  aided  by  thy  grace,  en- 
ieavourod  «>  discover  the  number  of  my  Itansgrns- 
elans,  a.ad  ha,ve  examined,  to  the  best  of  my  i>o\vei', 
the  state  of  my  conscience.  But,  alas!  0  Jidge  of 
the  living-  and  the  dead !  how  far  different  is  my 
judgment  from  thine ! — How  many  offences  are  ?t)ll 
perhaps  hidden  from  my  view,  though  perfectly  known 
to  tbee  i  But,  my  God!  as  I  am  persuaded  it  is  not 
so  much  a  knowledge  of  their  number,  as  sonow  for 
their  deformity,  that  thoa  requirest,  I  now  earnestly 
implore  of  thee  to  give  me  that  lively,  sincere, 
efficacious  contrition,  which  I  know  is  a  neces- 
sary condition  of  ray  pardon.  My  heart  was  form- 
ed by  thee,  thou  alone  canst  change  it ;  it  is  in  thy 
hands,  and  though  most  ungrateful,  most  insensi- 
ble, it  is  not  too  obdurate  for  thee  to  penetrate  and 
Bofien.  One  drop  of  thy  adorahle  blood,  one  of  those 
precious  tears  which  my  offences  drew  from  thy  eyes, 
would  suffice  to  produce  in  my  soul  the  most  lively 
contrition.  Ahl  look  on  me.  Eternal  Light!  and 
my  understanding  will  be  enlightened  to  conceive 
the  enormity  of  sin ;  tjiuch  my  heart,  and  it  will  be 
broken  with  sorrow  for  having  ever  offended  thee. 
Convert  me,  and  I  shall  be  converted ;  for  my  de- 
struction, ray  misery,  and  my  misfortune,  is  ftom 
myself,  but  my  salvation  must  come  from  thee,  0  my 
most  merciful  Father!  from  thee,  whom  I  have  so 
ungratefully  abandoned,  and  so  grievously  offended. 

Motives  for  exciting  Contrition. 
Though  contrition  must  be  produced  in  the  heart 
by  (he  special  aid  of  God's  grace,  yet  tliat  does  not 
dispense  sinneia  from  making,  on  their  part,  every 
eflSiit  to  excite  in  their  soola  flie  most  lively  sorroiv 
For  tliis  purpose,  after  begging  >f  God  the  grace  of 
eonliiUnu,  you  shoidd  next   do  what   lies  in   ycui 
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power,  by  seiionsly  and  deliberately  meditating  Da 
the  following  motives,  which  your  Catechism  recoir. 
mends,  as  most  calculated  for  excitmg  sentiments  of 
sincere  contrition.  Consider,  first,  the  nature  of  sin 
itself,  and  endeavour  to  conceive,  if  possible,  an  ado. 
quale  idea  of  its  hateful  deformity.  This  is  a  poinl 
on  which  Christians  in  general  are  not  only  blinded, 
but  eren  infatuated,  Those  who  would  grieve  over 
the  death  of  a  friend,  give  a  mortal  wound  to  their 
own  souls  without  a  feeling  of  sorrow.  Thousands 
who  would  scorn  to  be  subject  to  a  feUow-creature, 
and  detest  a  mean  action,  according  to  the  world, 
enslave  themselves  willingly  to  the  dovil,  and  are 
guilty  of  the  basest  acts  of  treachery  towards  God, 
without  an  emotion  of  shame  or  regret. — Why!  Be- 
cause nothing  is  so  rare  as  a  just  idea  of  sin,  nothing 
so  dilliculc  as  to  find  a  person  who  considers  ui 
offence  against  God  in  its  proper  light ;  that  is,  who 
considers  sin  as  the  greatest  misfortune,  disgrace, 
and  humiliation ;  the  only  real  evil  that  can  he  en- 
dured. This  is  a  truth  so  certain,  that  were  all  the 
seoui^es  of  heaven,  sickness,  hunger,  thirst,  famine, 
plague,  humiliations,  poverty — in  a  word,  every  spe- 
cies of  torment  the  mind  can  conceive  or  the  body 
endure,  collected  on  one  side,  and  a  single  mortal  sin 
opposed  on  the  other,  the  n^ortune  of  committing 
that  sin  would  as  far  exceed  all  the  other  calamities, 
as  the  heavens  are  elevated  above  the  earth.  0 1  if 
sinners  were  thoroughly  persuaded  of  this  truth,  what 
tears  of  contrition  would  deluge  the  universe  I  what 
groans  and  sighs  of  repentance  would  be  heard  on  all 
Bides !  But  do  yon,  who  have  enjoyed  the  blessings 
of  early  instruction,  conceive  better  than  others  less 
fevonred,  the  horrid  act  you  committed  when  you 
sinned?  You  would  think  it  madness  to  harbour  a 
leper  in  your  house,  lest  you  should  catch  his  dis- 
gusting disease ;  yet  by  yielding  to  one  single  tempta- 
tion, you  opened,  not  your  house,  but  your  heart,  la 
ft  monster,  whose  loathsome  and  abominable  defoiini- 
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ly  ATOuld  Etniie  you  wiih  deadly  horror,  were  it 
risible ;  a  monster,  who  robbed  you  in  an  instant  of 
lh3  greatest  treasure  you  possessed,  your  Cteator'a 
friendship; — who  cruelly  despoiled  yoo  of  the  lovely 
omflment  of  sanctifying  grace,  and  of  ail  the  merit 
you  may  have  acquired  in  the  whole  course  of  yoxxt 
life ;  who  shamefully  degraded  you  from  the  glorious 
dignity  of  a  child  of  God,  and  covered  your  sotl 
with  so  frightful  a  leprosy,  as  would  strike  you  dead 
with  horror,  if  you  could  hut  see  the  melancholy, 
hideous  figure  into  which  you  were  transformed.  O 
sin!  dreadful  misfortune!  only  real  evil!  can  the 
soul  thou  hast  miserably  degraded  feel  it  difficult  to 
detest,  i;  renounce  thee  for  ever! 

Consider,  in  the  second  place,  thai  hy  sin  you  have 
been  mad  enough  to  exjiose  yourself  to  endure  the 
intolerable  and  eternal  pains  of  hell,  and  to  dwell  for 
ever  in  that  infernal  tiyss,  an  object  of  anger  and 
bdignation  to  God — of  soom  and  insult  to  the  oeTila — 
and  of  haired  and  horror  to  yourself.  Descend  in 
spirit  into  that  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  which  wiil 
eternally  blaze,  without  ever  being  extinguished,  and 
jontemplate  the  wretched  fete  of  those,  whom  the 
just  vengeance  of  God  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  their 
mad  caieer.  Behold  them  surrounded,  penetrated, 
consumed  vrith  iire ;  trampled  on  by  hideous  demons, 
whose  temptations  they  unfortunately  listened  to  dur- 
ing iife ;  cursing  and  detesting  the  day  that  gave 

Ihem  birth,  and  vainly  calling  on  death  t(  ' """" 

those  insufferable  woes,  which  are  never  to  r 
end.  Consider,  that  even  the  least  of  their  tc 
la  BO  aggravated  by  the  importunate  idea  of  Eternity, 
fts  to  be  rendered  insupportably  agonizing,  and  then 
Bsk  yourself  how  it  is  possible,  that  those  who  believe 
in  hell,  should  dare  to  sin ;  or  how  those  who  have 
eiuned,  and  deserved  hell,  should  be  insensible  to  the 
greatness  of  tlieir  misfortune  ?  O  great  God !  whose 
jostice  is  not  exercised  until  thy  mercy  has  been 
alighted,  pierce  my  heurt  with  thy  fear,  that  I  utaj 
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tremble  at  thy  judgments.  0  !  let  the  torrents  of 
buming  tears  which  the  damned  will  for  ever  shed, 
teach  me  that  sin  alone  is  a  just  subject  of  tears  and 
re^et — let  that  sting  of  remorse,  that  wonn  oi  con- 
science, which  gnaws  them  to  the  soul,  and  which 
wili  never  die,  teach  me  to  listen  now  and  during  my 
whole  life  to  the  salutary  admonitions  and  remorse 
o(  my  conscience.  Let  their  bitter,  violent  sorrow 
for  the  aboseof  thy  graces,  urge  me  to  profit  of  those 
yet  within  my  reach,  and  teach  me  to  detest,  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  not  only  all  my  past  sins, 
but  even  the  shadow  of  sin  in  future,  smce  I  know 
that  there  is  no  fault,  however  small,  which  may  not 
lead  to  a  mortal  offence,  and  thereby  to  hcl! ;  and  thai 
there  are  few  among  the  damned  who  did  not  descend 
into  the  dreary,  dismal  dungeon  of  woes  hy  the  fat^ 
neglect  of  slight  faults. 

Consider,  thirdly,  beside  the  awful  risk  you  have 
run  of  being  condemned  to  hell,  you  have  also  forfeit- 
ed by  sin  your  claim  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  tiiat 
blessed  city,  whose  walla,  as  the  holy  scripture  de- 
Borihes  them,  are  of  precious  stones,  whose  streela 
are  of  pure  and  transparent  gold,  watered  with  (he 
river  of  Life  flowing  from  the  throne  of  God ; — that 
city,  whose  dazzling  splendour  knows  no  night — from 
which  pwn,  sickness,  grief,  privations,  and  every  de- 
scription of  sufferings,  however  trivial,  are  eternally 
banished,  and  whose  blessed  iidiabitants,  crowned  with 
wreaths  of  immortal  gbry,  and  shining  far  ht^hter 
than  the  aun,  magnify  and  adore  their  munificent  Bene- 
factor, in  one  uninterrupted  transport  of  love.  Foi 
happiness  like  this  you  were  created;  you  were  placed 
on  earth  to  merit  heaven;  you  were  bom  and  instruct- 
ed in  the  true  faith ;  thus,  placed  in  the  road  to  hea- 
ven, Ihe  sacred  character  of  baptism  gave  you  an  un- 
doubted claim  to  that  blessed  abode.  Your  desirei 
were  generally  left  unsatisHed,  that  disappointment 
may  tDrce  you  to  sigh  after  heaven  ;  and  your  ptea- 
(ures  and  pursuits  often  embittered,  that  you  ma;)' 


«sni  to  undervalue  temMial  delights,  and  labour  to 
merit  those  of  iieaven.  But  what  liave  you  done,  bj 
committing  one  mortal  sin '  You,  in  a  manner,  re. 
noudced  an  eternity  of  bliss — yon  blotted  out  yiiui 
own  name  from  the  book  of  life — you  exoiudei!  voiir> 
■elf  from  the  seat  of  eternal  delights — you  closed  the 
gates  of  heaven  against  your  own  soul.  For  con- 
temptible pleasures,  momentary  enjoyments,  which 
wece  never  free  from  bitterness,  you  sacrificed,  you 
ivillingly  relin.mished  inuuortal  blessings,  everlasting 
treasures.  If  Esau  was  overwhelmed  with  anguish 
for  liaving  relinquished  his  birthright ;  if  lie  roared 
out,  as  the  scripture  savs,  with  great  anguish,  what 
should  be  your  sorrow,  for  having  forfeited  a  place  in 
the  kingdom  of  your  Father — for  having  abandoned 
the  society  of  the  saints,  those  friends  of  God,  who 
once  had  the  same  temptations  you  have  to  endure, 
but  who  were  faithM  to  the  end,  and  thereby  re- 
ceived the  crown  of  life. — EndeavoM  to  detest  your 
criminal  indifference  to  your  own  eternal  interests,  and 
fervently  thank  God,  for  having  still  left  abundant 
means  within  your  reach,  of  regaining  your  birth- 
right, and  opening  once  more,  by  sincere  contrition, 
those  gates  to  bliss  which  your  aina  had  closed. 

The  fourtli  motive  for  contrition  is,  the  thought  of 
having  offended  a  God  infinitely  good  to  its.  This 
motive  should  be  particularly  dwdt  on,  because  tha 
sorrow  produced  by  gratitude  is  certainly  much  more 
perfect  than  that  which  springs  from  fear,  or  the  pri- 
vation of  any  benefit.  Beside,  this  motive  seldom 
fails  to  excite  feelings  of  sincere  sorrow.  The  double 
recollection  of  innmnerable  benefits  received  from 
God,  and  innumerable  offences  committed  against 
God,  is  so  just  a  motive  of  regret,  that  no  heart  which 
is  not  completely  hardened  could  be  insensible  to  it. 
Endeavour,  then,  to  recall  to  your  remembrance  tiio 
principal  benefits  you  have  received  from  that  Ouil, 
who,  amongst  other  marks  of  his  tenderness,  thought 
•f  you  even  before  you  existed ;  wlio  caused  you  to 
IS 
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be  born  in  the  true  faith,  and  brougiit  you  safely  Ut 
the  wateii-a  of  baptism,  in  preference  to  so  many  oth- 
ers more  deserving.  Ask  yourself,  who  was  it  watch- 
ed over  J  ou  while  you  were  a  weak  infant,  and  in- 
spired oti.ers  with  the  tenderness  which  induced  them 
to  do  for  you  what  yoo  were  im^le  to  do  for  your- 
BpJfl — Who  pnovidfcd  you  with  tender  parents  and 
friends,  of  wmch  others,  more  deserving  are  left  des- 
titute t — Who  gave  you  the  means  of  attaining  reli- 
gious instruction,  as  likewise  a  liberal  and  Christian 
education? — Why  were  you  not  born  among  those 
Bavage  tribes,  who  live  and  die  withcut  ever  heaiing 
the  naiae  of  their  Creator  1 — Who  gives  yon,  daily 
and  hourly,  all  the  temporal  blessings  yoo  enjoy,  food, 
clothing,  lodging  1-— Why  are  you  not  lilte  tnouBanda 
who  are  poor,  abandoneil,  shivering  with  cold,  and 
deprived  of  all  the  common  neeesBaries  of  life  f — But 
principally,  and  paitioulari;^,  who  has  bo  often  par- 
doned you  your  sins,  and  waited  your  repentance  until 
now  1 — Why  were  you  not  cut  off  the  first  time  you 
were  so  unfortunate  as  to  sin  ? — Why  are  you  not 
burning  this  moment  with  the  damned  in  heil,  many 
of  whom  offended  God  less  than  you  have  done  f — 
Who  is  it  that  inspires  you  with  a  desire  of  returning 
to  God,  aoi  provides  you  with  an  opportunity  of  con- 
fessing your  sins,  which  anyone  of  the  damned  woulo 
give  ten  thousand  worlds  to  purchase  1  These  in. 
quiries,  which  may  be  considerably  lengthened,  will 
prove  to  you  that  God  has  been  indeed  inlinitely  good 
til  yna.  Nevertheless,  it  is  this  God  of  infinite  good 
ness  you  have  outraged  by  sin;  it  is  this  dirine  and 
libenij  Benefactor,  whose  benefits  you  have  not  only 
received  with  indifference,  but  often  perverted  into 
occasions  of  sin.  Ah!  would  you  not  blush  at  such 
base  ingratitude  towards  a  fellow-creature  who  had 
wrvedyon  thus' — Has  not  gratitade  often  urged  yoo 
tu  exertions  for  them  which  you  never  made  for  God  1 
— -i^huuld  not  the  benefits  ol^yoiir  Creator,  contrasted 
trith  BHoh  inf  eiisihility  and  repealed  tiansgresaiona, 
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De  a  jMwerfiil  motive  for  contrition  during  the  remin- 
der of  your  life! 

Tfie  fifth  motive  for  detesting  sin  ia,  because  it  of- 
fends a  Ood  infyiitely  good  in  himself.  Tliis  motive, 
whicii  is  no  other  than  the  perfect  love  of  God,  pro- 
duces that  pure  and  disinterested  sorrow,  which  is 
properly  caued  contrition.  Generally  epeaking,  sin- 
ners are  much  iess  affected  by  this  motive  than  by  all 
the  rest :  the  sorrow  it  excites  may  more  juatlv  bo 
termed  the  fruits  and  recompense  of  conversion,  than 
its  primary  cause-  Should  j<ra  feel  little  impressed 
wi^  this  pure  motive,  be  at  least  humbled  and  aston- 
isned  at  your  insensibility.  Recollect  &at  nothing  Ls 
more  natural  than  to  admire  what  is  beautiful,  and  to 
love  what  is  amiable.  The  greatest  sarage  would 
refrain  from  injuring  an  innocent,  beautiful,  engaging 
childj  because  there  is  something  in  beauty,  virtoe, 
and  innocence,  which  engages  love  ssA  admiration 
for  themselves  alone.  Why,  then,  should  you  feel  ha 
insensible  to  the  adorable  perfections,  sacred  attri- 
butes, and  enchanting  beauty  of  that  divine  Being, 
whose  mDst  perfect  works  and  greatest  saints  are  but 
a  faint  image  of  himself  1  This  proceeds  chiefly  from 
your  having  formed  no  conception  of  what  God  is  in 
himself.  It  is  true,  that  a  clear  view  of  his  divine 
perfections  is  reserved  for  heaven ;  but  there  is  an 
mferior  knowledge  of  God,  which  may  be  acquired 
upon  earth,  chiefly  by  two  means ;  the  first,  by  en- 
deavouring habitually  so  to  trace  all  perfection  to  God, 
as  to  admire  the  beauty  of  God  alone  b  all  tliat  is  ad- 
mirable, and  to  iove  the  goodness  of  God  in  all  that 
is  amiable ;  but  the  second,  and  most  essential,  is  to 
avoid  even  the  least  deliberate  sin,  and  thereby  merit 
those  pure  lights,  which  discovered  to  the  saints  such 
perfections  in  God,  as  caused  some  of  them  to  weep 
their  whole  lives  over  one  venial  offence.  Tho  day 
will  come  when  you  will  think  as  they  did ;  but,  in 
ihe  moMi  time,  endeavour  t^i  animate  your  faith,  and 
prolit  of  their  experience   A^lhehlestied  in  heaven, 


B>  Google 


172  MOTIVES  FOR  EICITINB 


wfiat  11  ia  that  constitutes  their  bliss,  and  thoy  nil, 
reply,  that  their  paradise  ia  the  possession,  the  view. 
Ihe  enjoyment  of  God.  Bescend  onee  more  into  ths 
abj  53  of  hell,  an  i  you  will  leain  from  the  damned, 
that  ttieir  chief  punishment  is,  not  the  fire  that  con- 
euniea  them  ;  not  the  devils  who  torment  them ;  nor 
the  eternal  ilaikness  which  surrounds  them ;  hat  that 
their  hell  is  truly  the  loss  of  God— -the  eternal  loss  of 
that  transporting  Beauty,  that  immense  ocean  of  every 
perfection,  which  they  see  as  he  is  since  they  quitted 
thishfe.  What,then,  must  God  be  in  himself!  How 
transporting  must  tltat  Beauty  be,  which  enraptures 
the  Saints,  and  even  attracts  the  very  reprobate,  in 
spite  of  themselves !  How  inexpressilily  amiable 
must  that  infinite  Goodness  be,  whom  it  is  sufficient 
to  have  seen  once,  or  even  imperfectly  conceived  an 
idea  of,  to  love  without  measure  [  If  you  could  form 
even's,  slight  conception  of  tiat  eternal  Sun  of  Jus- 
tice, how  soon  would  you  exclaim,  with  the  model  of 
penitents,  St.  Augastine  :  "  Too  late  have  I  known 
liee,  0  infinite  Beauty !"  Tour  detestation  of  sin 
would  be  proportioned  to  yoor  love  for  God,  «'hom  il 
offends;  and  though  there  were  no  hell  to  punisli 
your  transgressions,  nor  a  heaven  to  reward  your  ser- 
vices, you  would  still  flee  from  the  shadow  of  sin, 
and  bitterly  lament  havins  committed  a  single  imper- 
fection, because  it  offends  a  God  infinitely  good  in 
himseif. 

The  sixth  and  last  motive  recommended  by  your 
Catechism  for  exciting  Contrition,  is,  ta  rejlect  on  the 
gufferings  and  death  of  Jesus  Christ.  You  may, 
whenGver  you  feel  inchned,  confine  yourself  to  this 
conaid  oration  alone  in  exciting  yovtrself  to  sorrow ;  it 
is  better  calculated  than  any  other  to  touch  nhe  heart, 
and  to  give  weight  to  all  the  motives  on  >..  '>  v"" 
bive  already  meditated.  Place  yourself,  with  he 
greatest  humilily  and  recoUeetion,  at  the  foot  of  the 
ross,  and  consider  the  torments  of  mind  and  body 
which  Jesus  endures ;  consider  this  adorable  Victim 
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oovered  with  wounds,  his  sacrad  head  crownoii  with 
thorns,  his  divine  eyes  closed  with  agony  and  stream- 
ing in  tears ;  lus  ha^nds  and  feet  pierced,  and  his  whole 
body  restbg  on  tliose  nwia,  whereby  his  wounds  are 
every  instant  enlarged ;  his  most  amiable  heart  tor- 
tnred  by  the  ingratitude  of  those  whoni  he  had  work- 
ed miracles  to  relieve  and  convert.  This  affeuthig 
spectacle  would  no  doubt  penetrate  your  soul  with 
horror,  compassion,  and  anguish,  if,  with  a  lively 
fiiitli,  you  viewed  the  work  of  your  sins  in  the  suffer- 
ings of  your  Redeemer.  Ah !  if  you  beheld  a  parent, 
a  friend,  even  an  indifferent  person,  expituig  of  a 
broken  heart,  caused  by  the  pain  and  misery  your 
faults  had  occasioned,  what  would  he  your  feelings! 
But  should  that  parent  or  friend  unexpectedly  reeov 
er  from  the^xtremity  of  death,  and  agahi  experience 
from  you  the  same  treatment  as  before,  would  you 
not  acknowledge  yourself,  and  be  looked  on  by  all  the 
world  aa  a  monster  of  the  basest  ingratitude !  Thia 
is  precisely  the  light  in  which  you  should  now  viow 
yourself.  You  have  laiised  the  death  of  your  true 
parent — your  sii>a,  mure  than  his  eruel  enemies,  fas- 
tened hhn  to  the  cross ; — your  pride  covered  a  God 
with  humiliation;  your  impatience  under  the  slightest 
contradictions,  exposed  this  meek  Lamb  to  the  most 
insulting  outrages ;  your  vanity  and  attachment  to  the 
Tain  amusements  of  the  world,  crowned  his  divine 
head  with  thorns ; — your  ingratitude  and  insensibility 
piaroed  his  heart ; — your  s^sh  search  after  every 
gratification,  deprived  him  even  of  a  cnp  of  cold  wa- 
terinthe  agonies  of  death.  You  know  that  sin  caused 
his  death,  and  yet  you  have  repeatedly  sinned ; — 

Jou  have  crucified  again  the  Son  of  God ;  that  is,  you 
ave,  as  far  as  is  in  your  power,  renewed  the  suffer- 
ings of  Jesus  Christ,  by  renewing  their  cause.  Have 
you  ever  considered  this  truth  1  Reflect  seriously  csn 
t  now,  and  that  you  may  conceive  that  sincere  diites- 
lation  of  your  sins  which  is  the  foundation  of  solid 
'on,  recall  to  your  mind  once  more  ttit  othet 
16* 
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motives  of  lively  sorrow  on  which  you  have  alreadj 
reflected.  One  glance  at  the  Cross  of  Jesus  Christ 
should  suffice  to  remind  you  of  them  all.  for  it  o'eaily 
proves  the  horror  and  filthiness  of  sin,  since  the  blood 
of  a  God  done  could  efface  its  stain.  It  shows  yon 
the  danger  of  sin,  since,  notwithstanding  the  effusion 
of  that  hlood,  sin  still  condemns  millions  to  hel ,  re- 
kindles the  flames  which  Jesus  died  to  extinguish, 
transforms  his  infinite  love  into  inexorable  justice,  and 
despoils  so  many  thousands  of  that  kingdom  of  glory, 
BO  dearly  purchased  for  them.  It  plainly  proves  the 
ingratitude  of  sin,  which  does  not  blush  to  offend 
anew  a  God  so  good  to  man,  as  to  die  for  his  redemp- 
tion; and  lastly,  it  proves  the  abominable  malice  of 
sin,  which  has  urged  sinners  to  offend  a  God  who  must 
be  infinitely  good  in  himself  to  suffer  so  much  for  those 
whose  reproDation  could  not,  for  an  instant,  diminish 
his  beatitude.  Such  reflections  as  these  must  make 
an  impression  on  any  heart  which  is  not  absolutely 
hardened. 

After  you  have  sincerely  weighed  these  motives  for 
sincere  sorrow,  you  should  endeavour  to  produce  acts 
of  lively  and  sincere  contrition.  As  those  should  pro- 
ceed much  more  from  your  heart  than  your  lips,  they 
.  will  be  best  made  in  yout  own  words.  You  would  do 
well,  however,  if  leisure  permit,  to  repeat  fervently 
the  following  acts,  because  they  express  the  dispoai- 
oona  for  justiiieation  required  by  the  holy  Council  of 
Trent,  which  says,  that "  those  who  would  obtain  the 
grace  of  justification,  must,  1st,  have  faith ;  3d,  they 
must  fear  the  justice  of  God ;  3d,  must  hope  for  mer- 
ey  through  Jesus  Christ ;  4th,  must  begin  to  love 
God;  5th,  must  hate  sin  ;  6th,  must  sincerely  resolve 
to  change  their  lives,  and  keep  the  commandments." 

An  Act  of  Contntton. 

0  Gon  of  infinite  holiness !  in  whose  sight  sin  it 

idways  abominable,  what  an  object  of  horror  must  I 

■LOW  appear  before  thee,  defiled  as  I  am  vi  ith  innuioe- 
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ralle  offences.  I  acknowledge  my  transgressions, 
O  Lord  I  I  feel  that  I  am  not  worthy  to  appear  in  thy 
presence,  or  to  call  r>n  that  adorable  name,  which! 
do  not  deserve  to  primounce.  I  have  offended  thee 
more  grievously  than  many  who  are  now  plunged  in 
the  eternal  fire  of  hell.  I  have  abused  thy  graces, 
trampled  on  thy  blood,  ungratefully  turned  thy  bene- 
fits against  thyself,  and  neglected  opportunities  of  sal- 
vation which  will  never  return.  Ah!  if  I  had  treated 
my  fellow-ereatures  with  half  the  ingratitude  I  have 
shown  thee,  mygood  God,  I  would  despair  of  their 
forgiveness ;  but,  thoi^h  most  unworthy  either  to  ask 
or  obtain  thy  pardon,  I  do  not  ileapair  of  being  once 
more  received  into  thy  grace  and  friendship.  I  know 
that  I  cannot  trost  too  confidently  in  thy  mercies ;  I 
know  that  my  multiplied  sina  are  few,  when  con- 
trasted with  uiy  abundant  merits,  and  that  thou  never 
canst  reject  an  humble  and  contrite  heart.  I  east 
myself,  with  all  my  sms  and  miseries,  at  the  foot  of 
thy  Cross,  where  no  sinner  was  ever  condemned  who 
implored  thy  pardon  with  humility  and  sorrow.  I 
embraoB  thy  feet  with  the  penitent  Magdalen,  and  I 
ardently  wish  that,  Uke  her,  I  oould  lovetliee  as  much 
as  T  have  offended.  Ah !  do  not  refuse  me  that  par- 
don, which  I  desire  more  ardently  than  any  other 
blessing  I  could  possibly  enjoy.  Take  compassion  on 
me,  0  my  God  and  my  FaUier !  for  to  whom  can  1 
bare  reccirse  bat  to  thee  1  If  thou  reject  me,  who 
will  reeeii  e  me  1  Cfe  who  could  pardon  ench  sins  as 
mine,  if  not  thou,  O  infinite  Mercy  ?  I  have  already 
loaded  with  too  many  favours,  to  doubt  of  thy 
rness  to  receive  thy  prodigal,  repentant  child. 
ir  should  have  thought  of  returning  to  thee,  if 
tliou  hadst  not  called  me  di3^elf :  I  never  could  detest 
my  sins  as  sincerely  as  I  do,  if  thy  grace  had  not 
touched  my  heart.  Thou  seest  that  heart,  0  great 
God!  and  thou  knowesl  that  it  is  filled  with  the  most 
lively  sorrow.  I  do,  my  miifciful  Redeemer !  detest 
my  sina  from  the  bottom  o   my  heart.    J  uncetely 
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detest  sin  in  general,  because  it  is  thy  enemy.  I  de 
test  most  sincerely  ajl  the  sins  of  my  life,  pairticularl  J 
those  whicli  iiave  displeased  thee  most,  Ihose  which 
are  hidden  from  my  view,  and  those  I  am  going  lo 
accase  myself  of  in  tliis  confession.  I  now  look  on 
these  offences  as  the  greatest  misforCanes  of  my  life, 
and  heartily  regret  them,  because  they  have  made  ms 
hateful  in  Ui;  s:ght,  exposed  me  to  ihe  dreadful  mis- 
(otUine  of  being  eternally  separated  from  Ihee,  and 
excluded  me  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  I  detest 
them,  because  they  have  offended  my  moat  merciful 
and  liberal  Benefactor,  and  because  they  fastened  thy 
most  adorable  body  to  the  Cross,  But,  my  God,  these 
are  not  my  only  motives  for  sincerely  detesting  my 
sins  :  if  there  were  neither  heaven  nor  hell ;  if  I  never 
received,  nor  ever  could  hope  for  a  benefit  from  thee, 
still  1  would  abhor  all  sin,  and  heartily  regret  having 
Imd  the  misfortune  of  committing  so  great  an  evil, 
because  it  offends  thee,  0  infinite,  adm-able  Perfec- 
tion !  who  can  never  be  sufficiently  loved  for  thyself 
alone.  O  why  did  I  not  always  think  as  I  now  do  ? 
Why  was  I  so  miserable,  so  blind,  as  to  listen  rather 
to  the  suggestions  of  tlie  devil,  thwi  to  thy  divine  in- 
spirations f  Why  were  the  best  days  of  my  life  spent 
in  exasperating  my  Creator  f  At  least,  may  I  now 
for  ever  forsake  that  sinful,  useless  course  I  have  too 
long  pursued  ;  may  sin  always  appear  to  me,  as  it 
now  does,  more  dreadful  than  hell  itself;  and  the 
least  temptation  lo  offend  thee,  more  frightful  than 
dealli.  O  let  every  hour  of  my  life  henceforward  in- 
crease my  sonow  for  ail  my  offences,  and  strengthen 
ray  firm  resolution  to  prefer  a  thousand  deaths  to  the 
unspeakable  misfortune  of  committing  one  deliberate 

Hesoluhon  of  Amendment. 

If  yout  heart  be  really  .penetrated  with  the  sonti- 

Bients  you  have  oxprs    ed  in  the  foregoing  Act  of 

Contrition,  it  will  not  >    '  necessary  tf  suggest  the 
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obligatifii)  yuu  aiii  under  of  forming  seiious  rcsolu 
lions  for  the  amendment  of  your  life.  This  resolu- 
tion of  never  sinning  again,  is  so  essential  to  Con- 
trition, that,  without  it,  there  can  he  no  real  sorrow 
U  is,  nevertheless,  a  point  on  which  many  persons 
faU;  the  greater  nomber  contenting  themselves  with 
8  sort  of  general  intention  of  doing  better  in  future, 
an  intenlioQ  which  costs  notliing ;  which  often  is  only 
in  imagination ;  which,  at  best,  is  very  wealc  and 
indeterminate.  As  this  defect  of  a  firm,  decided  pur- 
pose of  amendment,  and  the  want  of  foreseeing  and 
resolving  against  habitual  faults,  is  the  great  causa 
of  so  many  fruitless  Confessions,  you  should  be  pat- 
ticulaily  careful  in  making  your  resolutions.  Re- 
member that  those  resolutions  should  be  firm,,  distinct, 
and  humble. — They  should  be  firm;  that  is,  they 
should  be  steadily  established  on  the  following  solid 
reflections,  viz.  That  your  salvation  is  the  only 
really  important  concern  yon  have  on  earth ;  that 
however  young  you  may  be  now,  the  hour  of  death 
will  at  last  arrive,  when  most  certMfilv  every  other 
pursuit,  beside  the  service  of  God,  will  appear  noth- 
ing but  folly.  If  you  iose  your  soul,  all  is  lost,  and 
lost  for  eternity ;  that  however  difficult  you  may  find 
it  to  correct  your  faults,  or  to  overcome  your  pas- 
sions, there  is  no  alternative ;  they  must  be  encoun- 
tered ;  if  not,  the  loss  of  your  soul  will  be  the 
unhappy  but  certain  consequence.  You  will  of 
course  perceive  the  obligation  of  lirmly  resolving,  in 
occasions  of  temptation,  to  resist,  no  matter  what 
you  may  fee!,  and  to  say  to  yourself,  as  St.  Gregory 
did  to  a  great  monarch,  who  required  some  conde- 
scension which  conscience  forbad  ;  "  If  I  had  two 
souls,  I  might  sacrifice  one  to  please  the  world  and 
gratify  myself;  but  as  I  have  but  one,  I  am  firmly 
resolved  tii  save  it." 

Secondly,  Your  resolutions  should  he  distinct  i  that 
a,  you  must,  besic  a  tirm  general  determination  of 
changing  your  life,    "fleet  on  the  particulaf  faults 
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foa  are  acoaslomed  to  commit,  and  then  resolve  |)ai'- 
ticukriy  against  them.  Call  to  mind  also  the.  dutiei 
you  have  been  moat  in  the  habit  of  neglecting,  thai 
you  may  determine,  ui  the  pieaenee  of  God,  to  com- 
ply with  them  in  future. — For  example,  if  you  have 
been  in  the  very  bad  custom  of  omitting'  jour  morn- 
ing and  night  prayers,  or  your  daily  esamination  of 
conscience,  yon  must  resolve  to  acquit  yourself  of 
these  duties  punctually  in  future.  If  you  have  lost 
your  time,  or  neglected  the  duties  of  your  state,  your 
resolution  must  be  to  prefer  these  essential  duties  t« 
every  pursuit,  and  even  so  distribute  your  lime,  as  to 
insure  their  fulfilment  at  stated  hours.  If  yon  have 
been  idle,  or  neglected  your  employments,  you  should 
resolve,  not  only  to  avoid  such  conduct  in  future,  but 
even  to  make  up  for  lost  time  by  double  diligence. 
In  a  word,  the  slothful  should  resolve  to  become  ac- 
tive and  diligent ;  the  perverse  and  ungovernable, 
gentle  and  docile ;  the  peevish  and  fretful,  patient 
and  mild ;  the  proud  and  vain,  humble  and  diffident , 
the  insincere  should  resolve  to  avoid  the  shadow  of 
a  iie,  and  to  make  candour  their  favourite  virtue,  &c. 
Thirdly,  Your  resolution  should  be  hicmbh ;  for  tn 
fulfil  such  resolutions  is  in  reality  more  difficult  than 
it  generally  appears.  Young  persons,  in  particular, 
so  seldom  reflect  on  their  own  wealiness,  that  they 
ate  always  ready  to  say  with  St.  Peter :  Though  all 
should  he  scandalized  in  thee,  I  nmer  will  be  scan' 
doiized:  but,  as  may  be  expected,  those  presumptuous 
resolations  are  generally  frliowed  by  a  relapse.  Do 
you  iJien  take  special  care,  when  forming  youi 
Tetolutions,.  to  distrust  yourself,  and  place  ^1  youi 
oonfidenoe  in  God,  without  whom  you  can  do  nothing, 
hii:  with  whose  powerful  assistance  all  things  are 
possible  When  you  have  made  a'l  the  resolutions 
you  judge  necessary,  and  that  as  fitmSy,  distinctly, 
and  humbly  as  you  are  able,  place  them  In  the  hands 
of  God,  in  the  sacred  heart  of  Jesus,  and  under  tho 
protection  of  his  must  blessed  raotJier. 
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Prayer. 
DiTiNs  Jesus!  whose  holy  grace  has  openeJ  my 
eyes  xo  the  miserable  and  sinful  stale  of  my  suul 
who  has  penetrated  ray  heart  with  sorrow  for  my 
offences,  it  is  in  thy  presence  I  now  most  solemnly 
resolve  to  begin  a  new  Ufe,  and  endeavour  to  become, 
from  this  ve^y  moment,  what  I  shall  certainly  wish  lo 
have  been  at  the  hour  of  my  death.  I  tesolve  to 
adopt  all  the  meana  I  know  to  be  necessary  for  preserv- 
ing thy  grace,  aod  persevering  in  virtue.  I  resolve  to 
dischai^  my  spiritual  duties  with  the  otmost  fidelity, 
lo  employ  my  time  carefally,  and  in  the  manner  that 
thou  requirest,  since  I  must  account  for  every  moment 
of  it  to  thee.  I  resolve  to  strive  particularly  against 
those  fiiulls  I  am  moat  accustomed  to  commit,  and  to 
avoid  those  dangerons  occasions  which  have  hitherto 
led  me  into  sin.  These  are  my  firm  resolutions,  0 
my  God !  but  I  tremble  when  I  consider  my  focaiec 
inconstancy  and  my  present  weakness.  I  do  not  de- 
serve those  graces  I  have  so  ollen  abused ;  but  not- 
withstanding, since  thou  knowest  1  can  do  nothing 
withoQt  thee,  I  humbly  hope  thou  wilt  give  me  the 
grace  and  strength  necessary  for  persevering  in  Ihy 
lov^,  and  keeping  most  faithfmly  the  resolutions  ]  now 
niijie.  '  Preserve  me,  0  Lord,  from  presuiripCuous 
confidence  in  my  own  strength,  for  that  alone  would 
canse  my  fall.  Alas,!  there  are  many  now  in  hell, 
who  at  some  period  of  their  mortal  Ufe  felt  more 
fervour,  more  sorrow  for  sin,  and  made  more  firm 
jHirpose  of  amendment  than  I  do ;  I  also  may  de- 
serve to  be  abandoned  by  thee.  My  God  and  only 
hopel  leave  me  not  to  myself — accept  my  resolu- 
tions, but  do  thou  give  them  efficacy ;  permit  me 
lo  place  them  in  ,thy  hands,  in  thy  sacred  heart,  arid 
under  the  protection  of  thy  blessed  Mother,  and  my 
good  Angel ;  tliat  thus  my  weakness  may  be  power- 
^y  assisted,  and  that  I  may  be  preE^rved  liom  ths 
■niafortune  of  a  relapse  into  sin. 
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190  PBAYER  BEFORE  CONFESSiOH, 

As  all  the  Contrition  you  could  feel,  oi  al'  the  tiV' 
row  which  ever  filled  the  hearts  of  the  greatest  peni- 
teuts,  would  of  itself  be  insufficieni  to  atone  for 
your  sins,  you  should  always  reuolleet  to  build  your 
hopes  of  pardon  on  the  merits  of  your  Redeemer 


bitter  ansuish  ar-H  eflicacioua  sorrow  which  Jesua 
Christ  was  pleased  to  endure  for  your  offences,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Garden  of  OKves.  Enter  there  in 
spirit,  and  heboid,  in  the  person  of  your  Saviour,  a 
perfect  model  of  what  a  true  penitent  should  be,  and 
offer  up  all  his  merits  and  sufferings  to  supply  for  the 
deflcienciHS  of  your  sorrow,  and  other  dispositions 
This  may  b^  done  in  the  following  form. 

Prayer. 
O  BiviKB  Lord !  I  ^n  fully  sensible  that  it  is  the 
greatest  of  all  misfortunes  to  offend  thy  divine  Majes- 
ty, and  that  no  misery  can  exceed  that  which  is  at- 
taphed  to  the  violaiJon  of  thy  law ;  therefore  I  agwn 
declare^  that  I  abhor  my  sins,  and  return  to  thee  with 
my  whole  heart.  But,  O  my  God  !  when  I  consider 
that  one  single  offence  is  a  just  and  sufficient  causo 
for  etei  nal  tears— when  I  reflect  on  the  bitter  regrets 
which  vhe  saints  felt  for  a  venial  sin,  and  then  eom- 

fare  H.y  grievous  offences  with  my  imperfect  sorrow, 
am  justly  alaiined  at  my  great  Insensibihty.  O ! 
why  is  not  my  sorrow  as  great  as  my  oflences !— why 
cannot  I  grieve  for  them  even  unto  death,  and  eollecl 
in  ny  heart  all  the  contrition  that  was  ever  felt  by 
tlie  greatest  penijents,  that  thus  it  may  truly  be  bro- 
ken with  sorrow,  and  incapable  of  enjoybg  any  other 
satLifeotion  than  that  which  is  found  m  unceasing  re- 
gret 1  But  since  those  holy  dispositions  are  graces 
to  which  I  have  no  claim,  I  beseech  of  thee,  Odivina 
Lord!  to  accept  my  desires,  and  to  supply  from  the 
' 0  of  thy  infimte  merits  all  the  deficiencies  in 

Siration  for  this  Confession.     Accept  on  my 
adorable  Jesus  1  the  clear  view  thou  hadal 
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efstl  my  sins  in  the  Gaiden  of  Olite«,  to  supply  Fot 
my  imperfect  knowledge  of  them,  or  any  defect  ili  my 
examination.  I  offer  wp  thy  sighs,  thjr  tears,  thy 
ftinting,  thy  bloody  sweat,  and  the  bitter  anguish 
which  penetrated  thy  amiable  heart,  to  supply  for  the 
weakness  of  my  contrition.  I  oiFer  thee  thy  merui- 
fal  resolution  of  dying  foi  the  expiation  of  sin,  to 
atone  for  any  deficiency  thou  mayest  discern  in  my 
detetminaticr.  never  more  to  offend  thee,  and  to  per- 
foim  all  the  aetionis  of  my  life  in  the  spirit  of  eoniri- 
tion  and  penance.  0  adorable  Heart  of  Jesus !  whioh 
was  sorrowful  even  unto  death  for  those  very  sins  I 
am  about  to  accuse  myself  of;  which  was  wounded 
on  the  Cross,  aiid  thus  rendered  the  refuge  of  sinoers, 
I  call  on  tliee  now  with  all  the  earnestness,  hunUlity, 
and  confidence  I  am  ciipable  of,  and  entreat  of  thee, 
oy  thy  infinite  love  for  sinners,  to  remember  all  I  cost 
thee,  and  to  apply  to  my  soul  abundantly  the  infinite 
merits  of  thy  humiliations,  sufferings,  and  anguish. 


OP  CONFESSION. 
WiTa  respect  to  the  acknowledgment  of  your  sins 
in  the  sacred  Tribunal  of  Penance,  observe,  that  il 
should  have  four  qualities  : — First,  it  should  be  sin- 
cere ;  that  is,  each  sin  should  be  declared  openly, 
fully,  and  candidly,  such  as  we  conceive  it  tii  be  in 
the  sight  of  God.  Ail  equivocal  expressions,  lending 
lo  disguise  the  real  stale  of  the  conscience,  ^ould  be 
carefully  avoided  :  any  inclination  to  reserve  in  this 
iacred  tribunal,  where  the  Searcher  of  Hearts  ia  the 
invisible  Judge,  should  he  sovereignly  dreaded,  as  the 
most  dangerous  artifice  of  the  devil,  who  thereby  ru'ns 
many  whom  he  could  not  otherwise  destroy.  It  is 
easy  enough  to  deceive  a  Confessor,  but  impossible 
to  deceive  the  Almighty,  who  presides  in  the  tribunal 
tn  pardon  or  condemn,  according  to  the  dispositions 
ef  diQ  heart,  whiuh  he  clearly  discerns.  In  vain  doea 
i6 
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*  ConfSBBor  absoWe,  while  the  Almighty  condentM 
— in  "fain  does  he  liope  to  open  for  you  tki  gates  of 
heaven,  which  your  insineeriSy  has  doubly  barred— in 
Tain  does  the  minister  of  God  desire  you  to  depart  in 
peace,  when  the  Almighty  already  puniahea  your  uon- 
cealnetit  by  that  sting  of  remorse,  which  occasions 
far  more  pain  than  could  the  most  hiuniliating  aceu- 
salicn.  How  intoletahle  the  anguish  of  the  reflec- 
tions which  muiat  always  follow  from  one  inaineeire 

a  hypocrite — I  have  lied  to  the  Holy  Ghost  himself 
— ^1  my  confessions  since  thia  last  bad  one,  and  all 
my  communions  are,  without  doubt,  sacrilegious : — 
whatever  good  works  I  may  have  since  done  are  in- 
efleetual,  Mid  this  very  sin  must  he  confessed  some 
time  or  other : — I  must  necesaaiily  go  back  through 
all  this  duplicity — I  must  accuse  myself,  not  only  of 
the  Bin  concealed,  but  must  declare  tjiat  I  concealed 
it;  and  must  also  declare  my  several  crimes  since 
that  one,  though  I  have  abeady  confessed  them  to 
other  clergymen."  Is  it  not  then  much  better  to  arm 
ourselves  at  once  with  a  firm  resolution  to  shake  off 
thia  galling  load ;  to  submit  with  generosity  to  a  short, 
a  private  humiliation,  so  inadequate  to  the  greatness 
of  our  offences,  and  so  abundantly  productive  of  com- 
fort 1  We  shall  then  have  nothing  to  fear  ;  the  past 
need  no  more  be  examined ;  calmness  and  humble 
confidence  shall  then  abide  in  our  hearts,  and  a  good 
sonseience  be  our  delight  hereafter.  Penitents  would 
always  act  with  the  utmost  sincerity  at  Confession,  if 
tliey  were  accuatomed  to  consider  the  sacred  tribunal 
ts  a  place  so  awful,  ao  holy,  as  that  nothing  human 
should  enterthere.  Beside,  confessors  should noCba 
viewed  in  any  other  light  than  as  the  ministers  of 
God,  and  as  holding  the  place  of  Jesus  Christ.  Tha 
Spirit  of  God,  with  which  they  sje  filled,  moves  there 
^ocomnaesion  andtenderneaa.  They  are  too  well  ao- 
ipiainiid  with  hunmn  frailty,  to  be  surprised  at  sny 
It  ei  er  so  grievous,  nor  could  yoa  tell 


Ihem  any  thing  with  which  they  were  not  befnre  ac- 
quaintect.  They  know  how  prone  all  are  to  sin,  and 
how  averse  from  accusing  themselTes  in  Confession, 
They  will  thearefore  be  ratlier  etruck  with  admiration 
at  the  humble  avowal  of  crimes,  than  shocked  at  the 
sinner's  weakness.  Beside,  the  Seal  of  Confession 
is  inviolable — no  power  on  earth  can  authorize  the 
least  breach  of  it  without  the  penitent's  free  exnress- 
ed  consent. 

Secondly,  your  Accusation  in  Confession  should  be 
entire ;  that  is,  you  must  declare  all  your  mortai  sins, 
as  far  as  you  can  remember ;  for  if,  after  a  eaiefiil 
examination  of  your  conscience,  some  sin  still  escape 
your  memory,  the  sin  forgotten  is  pardoned  with  the 
test,  with  an  obligation,  however,  of  declaring  it  at 
the  next  Confession.  But  if  this  ibigetfuiness  be  the 
effect  of  negligence  in  your  examination,  the  sin  for- 
gotten, or  any  other  is  not  pardoned,  and  the  whole 
confession  becomes  null  and  sacrilegious.  Beside 
declaring  all  your  mortal  sins,  the  number  of  times 
each  has  been  committed  must  be  specified  ;  for  ex- 
ample, it  is  not  sufficient  to  say,  "I  have  disobeyed 
my  parents,"  or,  "  I  have  told  lies,"  when  perhaps 
disobedience  end  lying  wbre  habitual,  or  at  least  hap- 
pened several  times.  It  should  be  specified  whether 
a  sin  were  habitual,  and  how  often  in  the  day,  waek, 
or  month,  it  has  been  committed ;  adding  the  words 
more  or  less,  when  not  quite  certain ;  neither  should 
you  puzzle  or  disturb  yourself  on  this  head,  for  it  is 
nol  BO  much  an  effort  of  memory,  or  an  exact  com- 
putation, that  is  required  from  you,  as  a  sincere  inten- 
tion of  staling  the  number  of  your  offences  as  nearly 
BB  you  cau ;  avoidmg  m  this  instuice,  as  in  every 
other,  all  scrupulosity  and  anxiety.  You  should  also 
specify  the  cucumstanees  which  change  the  nature 
of  e,  sin :  for  example,  unneeesanry  swearing  is  sinful, 
but  to  swear  contrary  to  truth  is  perjary ;  to  swear 
against  God,  is  hlaspkemy .;  to  swear  against  our- 
selves,  is  imprecation ;   consequently   it  would  not 
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•nfEce  to  toy,  "Thave  sworn,  or  been  in  the  haHtof 
iwearing;"  the  natureof  the  oaths  must  be  specified. 
You  are  obliged  likewise  to  mention  all  circumatan- 
CBS  which  aggravate  a  sin  ;  for  example,  to  steal  a 
crown  is  a  sm,  bat  to  steal  ten  crowns  is  a  much 
greater  offeice ;  ta  steal  from  a  rich  man  is  also  a 
■in,  bnt  to  steal  from  a  poor  man  is  infinitely  <p:eater. 
In  a  word,  whenever  your  own  character,  obligations, 
situation  in  life,  or  those  of  your  accomplices,  give  a 
pecnliar  enormity  to  the  crime,  oi  in  any  respect  in- 
crease its  malignity,  you  are  obliged  to  specify  all 
iJ.iise  afgtavatins  circumstances,  as  well  as  the  de- 
gree of  deliberation  with  which  you.  sinned,  the  scan- 
dal or  bad  effects  occasioned. 

Thirdly,  your  Confession  must  be  humble ;  you 
should  be  so  covered  with  confusion  for  your  sins,  as 
not  to  relate  them  as  you  would  relate  matters  of 
little  importance.  Acknowledge  your  faults  with  the 
humility  of  the  Publican  in  the  Gospel,  who  sought 
not  to  diminish  the  oonfnsion  he  conceived  was  due 
to  his  crimes.  Let  your  accusation  also  be  prudent ; 
never  mention  the  names  of  accomplices,  except  in 
esMes  of  absolute  necessity,  which  are  very  rare :  con- 
tent yoorself  with  mentioning  your  own  sins,  without 
adding  those  of  others,  or  seeking  to  throw  the  biajne 
on  others,  like  Eve,  who  cast  the  blame  of  her  orimo 
on  the  serpent,  and  Adam,  who  accused  Eve. 

Your  Confession,  lastly,  should  be  simple  j  that  is, 
you  should  confine  yourself  to  the  declaration  of  your 
sins,  or  any  matters  relating  to  conscience,  without 
running  into  superfluous,  round-about  details,  or  trivial 
circumstances,  unnecessary  to  the  explanation  of 
your  sins,  and  tending  to  intrude  on  the  precious 
lime  of  a  confessor,  as  also  to  take  off,  on  your  part, 
from  the  devotion  which  should  accompany  so  soleam 
a  duly.  Ic  will  help  much  to  simplicity  and  cteamesa 
in  your  confession,  if  you  observe,  both  in  your  ex. 
•"'—■*■' -'  iLccusation,  the  order  wliioh  has  beeg 
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Should  you  10  detained  any  time  by  the  confea- 
9006  of  Others,  taJie  particular  care  to  avoid  distrac- 
tion. As  to  tlie  seandalona  and  irreligious  custom  of 
conversing  at  confessionals,  either  to  remark  or  com- 
plain of  the  length  of  time  taieii  up  by  others,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  whatever,  it  cannot  be  too  much 
condemned,  and  you  will  be  particularly  culpable  if 
you  follow  bad  example  in  this  respect ;  thus  proving 
your  total  foigeifulnesa  of  the  instructions  you  have 
received,  and  the  method  you  hare  been  so  long  ac- 
customed to  in  approaching  the  sacraments.  What 
can  be  more  contrary  to  the  true  spirit  of  repent- 
ance, tiisn  such  levity  and  insensibility  to  the  mis- 
fortune of  having  offended  a  God  who  sees  the  heart, 
and  is  about  to  pronounce  sentence  according  to  your 

Immediately  before   you   enter   the   confessional, 
renew  your  sorrow,  as  well  as  your  good  resolutions, 
and  endeavour  to  enliven  your  faith,  love,  and  confi- 
dence, by  the  following  or  any  other  short  prayer ; 
Prayer. 

0  iDOBABLE  Jesus  t  the  invisible  High  Priest  ot 
our  souls !  who,  in  the  excess  of  thy  love,  hast  in- 
stituted this  consolatory  sacrament  of  pardon  and 
mercy,  it  is  before  thee  I  am  going  to  present  my- 
self; it  is  thy  divine  authority  which  I  reverence  in 
the  person  of  thy  minister,  O  compassionate  Physi- 
cian of  our  souls  !  who  didst  not  refuse  to  heal  with 
thy  own  divine  hands  those  lepers  whose  horrid 
malady  was  a  figure  of  sin,  I  am  going  to  approach 
to  thee,  convinced  that  thou  wilt  and  canst  make  me 
clean.  O !  let  me  be  so  happy  as  to  find  mercy  and 
pardon ;  let  no  evil  disposition  of  mine  be  an  obstacle 
to  thy  merciful  designs  on  my  soul,  0  omnipotent 
Jesus !  what  is  impossible  to  me,  is  infinitely  easy  it 
tfiee — change  tlien  my  heart,  show  me  so  clearly 
what  sin  is,  and  what  it  deserves,  that  I  may  cheer- 
fiilly  acceiit  the  pam  and  humiliation  which  I  may 


logic 


(eel  ttt  avowing  my  offeiicea.  Let  thy  divtna  Splril 
he  in  my  heart,  and.  on  my  lips,  that  my  confession 
nw  be  sincere,  entire,  liumble,  and  penitent. 

Mottier  of  God !  Motlier  of  Mercy !  and  Refuge 
of  Sinners !  intercede  for  me  now,  thai  this  Confes- 
sion I  am  going  to  make,  may  not  render  me  more 
guilty,  but  may  obtain  for  me  the  remission  of  my 
sins,  and  grace  to  avoid  them  in  future. 

Holy  Angel,  to  whose  care  I  am  committed,  do  not 
leave  me,  now  that  I  so  particulaily  require  your 
charitable  assistance.  Watch  over  me,  while  I  de- 
clare my  sins  in  the  sacred  tribunal ;  preserve  me 
from  temptation,  and  intercede  for  me  with  our 
common  Lord  and  Master,  that  his  holy  grace  and 
the  words  of  his  minister  may  sink  deep  into  my 
i.earl,  and  tend  to  the  perfect  and  lasting  change  of 
my  life. 

On  entering  the   confesaonal,  place   yooraelf  in 

Sirit  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  Christ :  begm  by  making 
3  sign  of  the  Cross,  saying,  "  Bless  ma,  Father 
for  I  have  sinned."  When  the  Priest  has  said, 
"  May  the  Lord  be  in  your  heart  and  on  your  lips, 
that  you  may  sincerely  and  candidly  declare  ail  your 
sms,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  Amen,"  say  the  Confiteor  as 
follows  : 

"  i  confess  to  the  Almighty  God,  to  the  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary,  to  the  blessed  Michael  the  Archangel, 
to  the  blessed  St,  John  the  Baptist,  to  the  holy  Apos- 
tles St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  to  all  the  saints  in  heaven, 
and  to  you,  my  father,  thai;  I  have  siiaied  exceeditw- 
ly  in  Uiought,  word,  and  deed ;  through  my  fault, 
tlirough  my  fault,  through  my  most  grievous  fault;." 
At  these  words  you  should  bow  your  head,  and  r«ni- 
lently  strike  your  breast;  then  say  how  long  it  ia 
since  your  last  confession , — se-nndly,  whether  you 
were  absolved,  and  have  commnmuated  :-— and  tliinl- 
ly,  whether  you  performed  your  ponance.  Thea 
uBgm  your  Confession,  by  accusLig  yourself  of  anj 
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tan  wnich  niig^il  have  been  forgotten  in  your  last  oon- 
feasion,  or  any  I'aults  committed  in  approacliing  that 
tacrament.  After  which  proceed  to  the  accuaation 
of  your  other  sins,  beginning  by  those  which  you  feel 
moat  repugnance  to  mention,  as  this  ac;  rf  humility 
and  generosity  is  liliely  to  draw  down  a  blessing 
from  God  on  Uie  rest  of  your  Confession ;  you  rieeJ 
oidy  preface  the  first  sin  with  the  words,  /  accuse 
myself. 

When  you  hare  accused  yourself  of  all  your  sins, 
and  submitted  any  doubts  ou  your  mind  to  the  opinion 
jf  your  director,  conclude  your  Confession,  not  by 
aaymg,  "I  have  no  more,"  as  is  the  ignorant  custom 
of  many  persons,  but  in  the  following-  form : — "  For 
these,  and  ail  the  sins  of  my  Ufa,  I  am  most  heartily 
sorry,  humbiy  beg  pardon  of  God,  and  penance  and 
absolution  of  you,  my  father ;"  Ihen  immediately 
bowing  your  head,  finish  the  Confiteor  as  follows ; — 
"  Therefore  I  beseech  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  the 
blessed  Michael  the  Archangel,  the  blessed  St.  John 
the  Baptist,  the  holy  Apostles  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul,  all  the  saints  in  heaven,  and  you,  my  fatiier. 
to  pray  to  God  for  me."  The  Priest  then  says ; 
"May  the  Almighty  God  be  inercifiil  to  you,  forgive 

ja   your  sins,  and  bring  you  to  everlasting  life. 

[ay  the  almighty  and  merciful  Lord  gra.nt  you 
pardon,  absolution,  and  full  remis.sion  of  all  your 

If  your  confessor  judge  proper  to  defer  absolution, 
it  would  be  extremely  wrong  in  you  to  repine,  as  a 
delay  is  frequently  expedient,  and,  in  many  oases, 
absolutely  necessary  :  for  example,  should  you  un- 
fortunately appear  habitually  addicted  to  any  mortal 
sin — nnwiDing  to  repair  the  injuries  you  have  done 
your  neighbour  in  his  property  or  reputation — habitu- 
ally inattentive  to  your  duties  of  ohligationr— ignorant 
of  the  principal  mysteries  of  religion— slothful  in 
examining  your  conscience — or  little  penetrated  with 
Kinow  Tot  joir  ^s.    Under  such  ciicnmstancea, 
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knd  numbetleas  others,  a  Priest  could  not  give  yot 
abaolution  without  committing  sin, — On  the  conliarj, 
if  Tou  be  found  disposed  for  ahsolution,  your  dijeetol 
will  give  you  penance,  wliich  you  should  receive  in 
the  spirit  of  humility ;  but  if  it  appeaj-  to  you  im- 
pi^ticable,  or  such  as  may  notably  interfere  with 


your  other  dirties,  you  may  respectfully  represent 
r  difficulties.  He  will  then  give  you  r  "  '  ' 
s  about  to  absolve  you.     While  this  s 


mercy  is  pronouncing,  bow  your  bead  i 
respectful  manner ;  imagine  yourself  at  the  foot  of 
the  Cross,  and  that  the  precious  Blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  blots  out  all  your  sins.  Renew  your  sorrow 
for  having  offended  so  good  a  God,  and  beg  of  his 
divine  Majesty,  that  you  may  rather  die  than  ever 
offend  him  by  any  wilful  offence.  In  these  pious 
sentiments  receive  the  absolution,  which  is  given  in 
the  following  form : — "  May  our  Lord  Jesus  Clirist 
absolve  thee  from  every  bond  of  excoramunicatioi 
and  mterdiot,  aa  far  as  I  have  power,  and  thou  hast 
need.  I  therefore  do  absolve  thee  from  all  thy  sins, 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.     Amen. 

"  May  the  passion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
merits  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Maiy,  and  of  all  the 
Saints ;  may  whatever  good  thou  shalt  do,  or  what- 
ever evil  thou  shalt  suffer,  be  to  thee  unto  the  re- 
mission of  thy  sins,  the  increase  of  grace,  and  the 
recompense  of  life  everlasting.     Amen." 

When  you  leave  the  confessional,  do  not  disturb 
your  mind  by  examining  whether  you  have  confessed 
well,  or  have  forgotten  any  of  your  sins,  but  rest 
assured,  that  if  you  made  your  Confession  with  sin- 
cerity and  the  other  requisite  dispositions,  you  are, 
according  to  the  egress  decision  of  the  Council  of 
Trent,  fiilly  absolved  from  every  sin  which  you  may 
have  omitted  through  forgetfulness,  even  though  it 
were  mortal. — Retire  with  recohection  and  respec 
to  some  quiet  place,  and  there,  indulgi'ig  for  scms 


lime  the  feelings  of  gratitude  and  joy  nhioh  should 
animate  your  heart,  return  most  sincere  thanks  to 
your  merciful  and  indulgent  Father.  In  doing  ao, 
you  need  not  immediately  confine  yourself  to  any 
particular  form  of  prayer ;  you  cannot  tail  to  rejoice, 
if  you  have  any  conception  of  the  greatness  of  the 
blessing  you  have  received,  in  being  reeonc!Jed  to 
God;  the  uneasiness  and  remorse  yon  experienced 
under  the  weight  of  your  sins,  must  make  you  value 
the  peace  and  delight  of  a  good  conscience,  so  tliat 
yau  cannot  want  words  to  express  your  gratitude. 
What  would  you  say  to  a  parent,  whom  you  had 
grievously  offended,  but  who  had  at  length  forgiven 
and  forgotten  your  unnatural  ingratitude  ? — liow 
would  you  thank  a  friend,  who  had  not  only  de- 
livered you  from  death,  but  had  even  sacriliced  his 
own  life  for  your  ransoml  God  is  that  parent,  who 
has  just  pardoned  you ;  he  is  that  friend,  who  has 
redeemed  you  from  eternal  dealh; — thank  him  then, 
with  all  your  heart  and  soul,  and  afterwards  devoutly 
repeat  the  following  acts. 

Prayers  after  Confession. 

0  God  of  infinite  goodness!  who  hast  shown  such 
mercy  to  a  miserable  sinner !  O  most  indulgent  Fa- 
ther! who  hastreceivedouoemoretliy  prodigal  child, 
how  shall  1  thank  thee  ?  how  shall  I  testify  the  joy 
and  gratitude  that  fill  my  heart  1  0  that  I  could  wor- 
thily thank  thee,  my  good  God  !  and  acknowledge  aa 
I  ought,  that  infinite  mercy  which  forgiveth  all  my 
iniquities,  which  healeth  all  my  diseases.  Ps.  cii.  3 
O!  that  I  could  now  be  heard  all  over  the  world.  1 
would  publish  to  all  sinners,  that  thou  art  a  Godtani- 
vassionate  and  merciful,  who  wHt  not  always  be  an- 
gnj,  nor  threaten  for  ever.  Ibid.  8,9.  I  wouldbvite 
at  who  ever  had  the  misfortune  of  offending  thee,  to 
return  with  their  whole  hearts,  that  they  may  enjoy 
«itb  me  the  blJss  of  having  been  receired  into  thj 
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grace  and  &voUr.  Thou  wouldst  receive  them  iw 
feas  mercifully  thai,  thou  receivedat  me ;  for  as  a  fa- 
ther hath  compassion  on  his  children,  so  hath  the  Lord 
compassio}!  on  them  that  fear  him.  Ibid.  13,  My  God, 
thou  hast  broken  the  bonds  of  my  sins ;  thou  hast 
hi  tted  t,  with  thy  own  precious  Wood,  the  sentence 
o  death  which  stood  ag^nst  me ;  thou  hasl 

h  d  me  almost  tiom  the  brink  of  hell,  and  dclir- 
d  m    from  the  power  of  the  devil,  who  has  now 
aim  to  my  soul :  as  far  as  the  east  is  from  the 
10  far  hast  thou  removed  my  iniquities  from  me, 

b  and  by  the  mouth  of  thy  minister  thou  hast 

d  he  most  unworthy  of  all  sinners  to  "  Go  in 

O  divine  Jesus !  I  have  obeyed  thy  com- 


my  heart  rejoices,  ray  soul  is  truly  ai 
I  hope  I  am  no  longer  thy  enemy ;  because 
received  me  with  mercy  and  forgiveness. 


ani  satisfied  the  first  ai'd  only  desire  of  my  heart. 
But,  Lord !  hast  thou  not  said,  that  those  to  whom 
muoh  has  been  forgiven,  should  love  thee  much '  To 
whom  hast  thou  ever  remitted  such  ingratitude  as 
mine  ?— who  had  ever  so  little  claim  on  thy  compas- 
sion, yet,  at  the  same  time,  who  ever  experienced 
more  of  thy  mercy  and  goodness  ?  0 !  let  me  then 
love  thee,  at  least,  more  than  those  who  offended  thee 
less,  and  to  whom  less  was  remitted ;  let  me  love 
thee  unceasingly,  and  sincerely  begin,  from  tliis  hap- 
py day,  to  serre  thee  alone,  and  love  thee  above 
creatM  things.  O  most  bountijful  Redeemer  !  so  wor- 
thy of  my  whole  heart,  though  thou  hast  mercifully 
forgiven  me,  yet  I  will  never  pardon  myself; — though 
I  firTdy  trust  thou  hast  forgotten  my  iniquities,  yet  I 
will  never  forget  them,  but. grieve  over  them  to  the 
last  moment  of  my  life.  The  more  mercy  and  ten- 
derness I  have  experienced  from  thee,  the  more  rea- 
son I  have  10  deplore  ray  misfortune  in  having  ever 
oft'cnded  so  good  a  God,  This  <!ay  shall  he  the  be- 
ginning of  my  perfect  conversion — from  this  moment 
IiKward,  the  recollection  of  my  past  ingratitudt;  acd 
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lAy  ineflaUt;  goodnesB  shal!  be  ever  present  to  my 
mmd,  and,  with  the  BHsiatanee  of  thy  grace,  shall  be 
a  double  motive  for  detesting  sin,  and  faithfully  ob- 
serving^ iny  resolutions,  which  I  fervently  renew,  and 
once  mote  present  to  t^  divine  Majesty.  Do  not  re- 
fuse to  receive,  0  my  God !  the  remainder  of  my  life. 
I  am  heartily  sorry  for  the  years  I  have  misspent ;  they 
have  gone  down  aa  a  shadow ;  they  have  passed  away 
without  fruit ;  but  as  I  cannot  recall  them,  I  will  at 
least  think  of  them  in  the  bitterness  of  my  soul.  O ! 
let  the  ardour  with  which  I  pursued  a  life  of  sin,  be 
ii)  future  applied  to  lh;  service,  that  where  sin  hatli 
abounded,  thy  divine  grace  may  be  still  more  abun 
dant.  Let  the  change  in  my  conduct  be  visible  to  all, 
and  may  I  henceforward  edify  more  than  I  have  hith- 
erto scandalized, 

0  DIVINE  Lord !  vouchsafe  graciously  to  remenbet 
thy  holy  thoughts  from  all  eternity,  ajid  chiefly  that 
tender  design  of  becoming  m^i  for  the  redemption  of 
the  world.  Pardon  me,  through  the  merits  of  these, 
all  my  vain  and  evil  imaginations,  as  well  as  the  bad 
tlioughts  I  may  have  excited  in  others. 

O  moat  compassionate  Jesus !  I,  a  wretched  sinner, 
dare  to  present  thee  all  the  words  of  salvation  which 
have  fallen  from  thy  sacred  lips,  and  which  others 
have  uttered,  or  shall  hereafter  utter  to  the  glory  of 
thy  name;  and  I  earnestly  beseech  thee,  through 
these  expressions,  full  of  ^ory  to  God,  and  peace  to 
men,  to  forgive  whatever  I  have  said  offensive  to  thy 
divire  Majesty,  or  what  others,  through  my  means, 
may  have  sinfully  uttered. 

O  most  amiable  Lord  Jeans  Christ  I  remember  aU 
Ihy  good  works  thou  hast  performed  for  our  salvation, 
and  through  their  infinite  merits  graciously  pardon  my 
reiterated  offences  against  thy  holy  law.  Mercifully 
direct  all  my  thoughts,  words,  and  actions  to  thy 
greater  glory,  and  regulate  them  by  the  model  of  thv 
ftwn  hle^ed  life. 


B>  Google 


19S  OP  SiTISFACTtOS. 

0  Jesus  CamsT,  Saviour  of  the  world !  who  inYi- 
test  the  sinner  to  return,  to  thee,  kindly  reeeiving,  re- 
fresh ng  and  consoling  hirn;  remember,  that  with 
thy  prec  o  13  blood  thou  wert  pleased  to  redeem  my 
smlul  Buul ;  to  thy  sacred  wounds  I  therefore  flee  for 
lefuge  and  as  in  thy  mercy  thou  didat  pray  for  thy 
enem  es  and  sacrifice  thy  life  for  thy  tormentors, 
Tou  hsafe  to  impart  to  rae  the  benefits  of  thy  sacred 
death  and  passion.  Grant  that  I  may  never  again 
cr  e  fy  thee  by  any  wilful  offence,  but,  sincerely 
fir  e  m;  for  the  past,  and  resolutely  striving  against 
present  temptations,  I  may  fervently  persevere  to  the 
end  n  thy  love  and  service.  Into  thy  hands  I  cum- 
mend  y  vhole  being,  0  Jesus,  Sonof  David!  have 
mercy  on  me. 

O  HOLY  Virgin,  and  all  ye  Saints  and  Angels,  Wests 
and  extol  the  Lord  for  hia  mfinite  mercies ;  beg  of  him 
to  accept  the  confession  I  have  made,  to  supply, 
through  his  goodness,  for  all  its  deficiencies,  and  gra- 
"ciously  to  confirm  in  heaven  the  sontonoe  of  absoln. 
tion  \diieh  has  been  pronounced  upon  me  on  earth. 


OP  SATISFACTION. 

Before  you  leave  the  chapel,  perform,  if  possible, 
with  the  greatest  devotion,  or  at  least  as  soon  as  you 
conveniently  can,  the  penance  imposed  on  you  in  con- 
fession. This  leads  to  Satisfaction,  the  third  part  of 
the  Sacrament  of  Penance. 

Salisfaclion,  as  your  Catechism  tells  you,  is  the 
pecfoimance  of  the  prayers  and  other  good  works  en- 
joined by  tliG  Priest  to  whom  you  confess,  ad  a  pen- 
wice  for  your  sins.  It  is  likewise  the  reparation 
which  you  owe  to  God,  or  yout  neighbont,  for  the  in- 
jaries  done  hy  vour  offences.  To  satisfy  fot  sin,  i( 
to  do  or  to  suffer  aomethin<r  in  atonement  for  it.     All 
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■ia  miiat  be  expiated  by  peiiunce,  either  in  tliie  life  or 
[n  the  next,  except  when  remitted  by  acts  of  perfect 
charity,  ox  in  baptism,  whei^  alone  sin  is  forgiven 
without  sny  obligation  of  penanee.  BatafteraChiiB- 
tian  has  ungratefully  abused  this  first  grace,  and  of- 
fenils  his  Creator  anew,  it  is  just,  that  though  he  is 
pirdoned  m  the  Sacrament  of  Penance,  yet,  that  Gixl 
should  require  some  satisfaction ;  iest,  a^  St.  Chry- 
Bostom  says,  we  become  more  ciiminal  by  impunity. 
It  IS  for  this  reason  that  Penance  is  imposed  In  the 
Tribunal  of  Confession,  where  Absolution  remits  the 
eternal  punishment  due  to  sin,  but  does  not  dispense 
from  the  penalties  which  must  be  suffered  either  here 
or  hereafier.  But,  as  the  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
the  Tribunal  of  Penance,  imitates  rather  the  mercy 
than  the  justice  of  God  in  his  judgment  of  sinners,  he 
does  not  always,  particularly  towards  youth,  impose 
euch  severe  penance  as  would  authorize  a  penitent  to 
look  on  it  as  a  sufficient  satisfaction  for  sin.  A  great 
deal  is  left  to  yonrown  fervour,  therefore  you  should 
never  forget  that  your  sacramental  penance,  though 
perfectly  sufficient  for  the  integrity  of  the  sacrament, 
ia  not  always  adequate  to  the  satis&ction  due  to  God ; 
— that  satisfaction  must  be  proportioned  to  the  num- 
ber (tnd  enozmity  of  the  offences  committed.  This 
circumstance  would  urge  many  to  embrace  a  life  of 
fervour  and  pnance,  if  they  had  any  idea  of  the  rig- 
orous penalties  which  God  adjudges  to  a  single  trans- 
gression. Of  this  you  may  form  some  idea  from  the 
example  of  David,  who  by  a  sin  of  vanity,  which  was 
not  in  appearance  very  grievous,  and  which  beside 
had  been  previously  pardoned,  was  nevertheless  puj- 
ished  by  the  loss  of  seventy  thousand  of  his  subjects. 
You  may  also  conceive  what  proportionable  satisfac- 
tion for  sin  is,  by  the  severe  penances  of  the  primitive 
ages,  and  still  more  by  the  dreadful  twments  of  pur- 
gatory, which  far  exceed  all  the  pains  that  could  be 
endured  in  tills  world,  and  which  are  reserved  foi 
Ihoae  Binners  whose  offences  have  been  remittnd,  but 
17 
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Qot  Bofficiently  saEisfieii  for  in  this  life.  Whence  jira 
can  perceive  how  great  is  the  eiror  of  those  who 
never  think  of  domg,  or  suffering  any  thing  in  satis- 
faction  for  their  sins ;  or  who,  at  moat,  content  them 
Belves  ""ith  the  Penance  enjoined  in  Confession  ;  not 
reflecting  that  the  infinite  justice  of  God,  which  so 
often  visibly  inflicted  such  severe  punishments  on  re- 
pentant and  pardoned  sinners,  will  not  be  satisfied 
wish  a  few  prayers  or  good  works,  as  a  reparation  for 
so  much  anger  and  pride — so  much  continued  negli- 
gence in  spiritual  duties — so  many  lies — disobedience 

the  same,  always  equally  hateful  to  God,  always 
equally  deserving  of  punishment  propordoned  to  its 
enormity.  When  once  it  is  committed,  it  must  nol 
only  be  pardoned,  but  lilcewise  fnlly  atoned  for,  before 
a  Bool  can  enter  heaven.  Therefore,  if  you  be  wise, 
you  will  faithfully  follow  the  advice  of  St.  Augustine, 
who  counsels  sinners  to  prevent  the  punishment  of 
God  by  punishing  themselves.  Never  look  upon  your 
sins  as  atoned  for,  because  they  have  been  confessed ; 
though,  on  the  other  hand,  the  pain  and  humiliation 
of  confessing  our  sins  are  ofien  accepted  by  God  as  a 
great  part  of  the  punishment  due  to  sin,  particularly 
with  regard  to  those  who  have  great  difficul'jes  in 
eonfesBing,  and  great  courage  in  overcoming  those 
difficulties.  Be  careful  to  endeavour  to  satisfy  for 
your  sins,  and  lessen  the  immense  debt  you  have  con- 
tracted, by  embracing  for  this  end  every  means  within 
your  reach ;  among  which  means,  the  chief  are,  regu 
lar  and  fervent  recourse  to  the  Sacraments,  as  the 
roincipal  channels  through  which  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ  are  applied  to  our  souls — great  devotion  to,  and 
confidence  in  the  death  and  passion  of  our  divine  Re- 
deemer, and  the  holy  custom  of  uniting  not  only  your 
eaeramentai  penance  to  his  sufferings  and  infinite  me- 
rits, but  also  every  thought,  word,  and  action  ofyour 
life,  performing  all  in  the  spirit  of  penance. — Grea 
pBtieiice^nd  humility  in  afflictions  and  oroMea,  i*  iIm 
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U  excellent  and  efficacioas  mode  ( f  satisfying  foi 
Nn:  yon  shoald  receive  those  which  I  rovidencesenda 
fon,  not  only  with  patience,  but  ever  with  gratitude, 
Buch  as  you  would  feel  towards  any  person  who  fur- 
nished you  with  money  to  pay  a  debt  which  you  could 
nototherwise  discharge.  If  the  pains  and  afflictions 
of  this  life  were  vi-jwed  in  thai  true  light,  how  many 
would  escape  the  intolerable  pains  of  purgatory, 
where  they  will  find,  that  an  hour's  suffering  tliere  is 
more  intolerable  than  years  of  penance  here ;  and  also, 
that  years  of  suffer  ing  there  are  less  meritorious  than 
an  hour's  voluntary  penance  in  this  world. 

You  should  likewise  be  ;)aificularly  fervent  in  your 
endeavours  to  gain  all  the  Indulgences  held  forth  by 
the  Church  to  her  {children,  and  comply  faitlifuUy  with 
the  conditions  under  which  they  are  granted. 


OF  INDULGENCES. 
An  Indulgence,  as  your  Catechism  explains  it,  is 
releasing  from  the  temporal  punishment  due  to  sif 
sfter  the  guilt  is  remitted  in  the  Sacrament  of  Pa- 
in the  primitive  ages,  when  the  penitential  canons 
were  in  force,  that  is,  when  canonical  penances  were 
imposed  on  sinners,  those  penances,  in  cases  of  per- 
secution, or  extraordinary  fervour  on  the  part  of  the 
Sienitent,  were  remitted  or  changed  for  some  less  pain- 
Ill  work,  and  that  remission  or  exchange  was  called 
411  Indulgence. 

An  Indulgence,  therefore,  is  not  a  pardon  for  sin, 
because  sin  must  be  remitted  before  an  Indulgence 
oan  be  gained. — It  is  not  leave  to  commit  sin,  as  is 
said  by  some  who  know  notliing  of  its  nature,  for  no 
power  on  earth  could  give  that  permission— but  it  ia 
ft  releasing  of  the  temporal  punishments  which  re- 
•uun  d»e  to  sin  already  pardoned.     Those  temporal 
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puniihments  God  inflicts  on  sinners,  whose  crimes  h« 
has  fotrgiven,  in  the  same  inannej'  as  a,  good  parent 
punishes  a  child  to  give  him  a  horror  of  Ida  fault,  and 
prevent  his  relapsing  again  into  the  same.  Thispun- 
iahment,  which  rernains  due  to  sinners  whose  crimes 
have  been  forgiven,  is  suffered  either  in  tliis  world  b; 
sicknesa,  pains  of  mind  or  hody,  ioss  of  goods,  or  vol- 
nnlaty  penances ;  or  else  in  the  next  world  by  the  fire 
of  purgatory ;  and  it  is  from  the  neeessity  of  that 
atonement  that  an  Indulgence  dispenses. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  Indulgences,  jiis.  a  Plenary 
InduWnce,  and  a  partial,  or  limited  Indulgence. 

A  Plenary  Indulgence,  duly  gained,  is  a  full  and 
entire  remission  of  all  the  temporal  punishment  due  to 
sb. — The  most  celebrated  Plenary  Indulgence  is  a 
JuMee,  so  called  from  the  Old  Law,  which  decreed 
a  general  release  from  debts,  bondage,  and  other 
grievances.  This  Plenary  Indulgence  was  in  early 
times  granted  every  hundredth  year ;  it  was  after- 
wards cnnfined  to  every  fiflieth,  and  is  now  granted 
every  tweoty-fiilh  year,  and  also  on  any  other  inipor- 

to  8t  Peter's  Chair. 

A  partial  Indulgence,  such  as  of  ten  years,  or  a 
hundred  days,  or  forty  days,  dispenses  from  as  much 
ot  he  temporal  punishment  due  to  sin,  as  would  be 
remitted  by  ten  years,  a  hundred  days,  or  forty  days 
of  the  canonical  penances  formerly  imposed  on  sin- 
ners. So  that  a  person  who,  for  example,  gains  aB 
Indulgence  of  seven  years,  is  released  from  as  much 
punishment  due  to  his  transgressions,  as  be  would  ho 
if  he  had  performed  a  course  of  seven  years'  canoni- 

There  are  certain  dispositions  and  particular  condi 
tions  required  for  the  gaining  of  every  Indulgence 
whether  it  be  plenary  or  partial. — The  essential  dia 
position  is,  bejng  in  the  state  of  grace  ;  and  the  con 
ditions  asiially  prescribed  by  the  Church  are,  a  good 
"     '"    "    '  '  1,  with  a  certain  number  of 
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pisTers  for  the  following  infentiona : — 1st,  Tho  exa!- 
talion  and  prosperity  of  the  holy  Catholic  Church. 
Sdly,  The  extirpation  of  heresy,  and  Ihe  conversion 
of  sinners.     Sdly,  Union  among  Christian  Kings  aoA 

Yoo  have  "n  this  book  &  method  of  offering  joni 
communion  for  the  gaining  of  an  Indulgence ;  and  as 
to  the  prayers  to  be  said  for  that  purpose,  fivn  Paters 
and  Aves,  with  the  Creed,  the  Psalm  Miserere,  or  the 
Acts  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  are  those  which  are 
nsually  said,  if  there  be  no  patticuiat  prayers  specified. 
A  Method  of  offering  the  Penance  enjoined  in  Con- 

Accustom  yourself  to  direct  year  intention  before 
you  recite  your  sacramental  Penance,  fervently  oni- 
ling  it  10  the  Bofferings  and  merits  of  Christ.  This 
mav  be  done  by  the  following  or  any  other  short 

O  MY  God  and  my  Creator !  I  olFer  thee  the  pen- 
ance I  am  about  to  perform ;  it  was  thou  who  im 
posed  it  on  me  by  the  ministry  of  my  confessor,  and  I 
desire  to  perform  it  with  the  utmost  contrition,  demo- 
tion, and  humility.  But,  Lord!  since  thoa  well 
knowest  it  is  inadequate  to  my  sins,  wid  that  an;; 
thing  I  could  do  would  be  incapable  of  hlottingout  the 
least  of  my  offences,  permit  me  to  unite  this  penance, 
as  well  as  all  the  actions,  pains,  and  sufferings  of  my 
life,  which  t  now  offer  in  Ae  spirit  of  penance,  tolhs 
bitter  sufferings  of  my  Redeemer  ;  to  the  great  sac- 
rifice of  expiation  which  Jesus  offered  on  Mount  Cal- 
vary for  my  sins ;  also  to  the  merits  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  to  the  penance  and  sufferings  of  all  the  saints 
and  all  the  just,  that  thereby  the  deficiencies  of  my 
impnrfect  satisfaction  may  be  abundantly  supplied  for. 

When  you  have  finished  your  Thanksgiving  after 

Confession,  and  said  your  penan'^,  call  to  min  ]  for  a 

■HHaent,  before  you  leave  the  cbapel,  those  woidi 
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■cliicb  Jesns  Christ  addressed  to  the  iniirm  man  to 
the  Piobalica,  whom  he  had  miraculously  cured :  Be- 
hvld,  thou  art  made  whole — sin  no  more,  lest  somt 
wane  thing  Happen  to  thee,  St.  John,  v.  14.  Consider 
these  woriJs  as  addressed  to  yourself,  now  that,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  you  liave  reason  to  ?.ope  yon  are 
healed ; — take  care  that  you  sin  no  mote,  lest  you 
may  never  again  receive  so  many  graces ;  or  that  tha 
woret  of  aJl  misfortnneB  befall  yon,  in  the  privation  of 
die  opjiortnnity,  or  even  of  the  desire  of  returning  to 
God  anew :  then,  indeed,  as  the  Gospel  says,  wonld 
your  latter  state  be  worse  than  the  former. — If  your 
communion  has  been  deferred  by  your  director,  let  it 
be  your  first  and  principal  care  to  comply  with  any 
conditions  required  from  you  for  absolution ;  such  as 
amendment  of  life,  correction  of  any  bad  habit,  recon- 
ciliation with  your  neighbour,  &c.  But  if  you  have 
been  permitted  to  communicate,  endeavour  most  ear- 
nestly to  prepare  for  worthily  receiving  that  adoralilo 
sacrament  which  will  fortify  you  in  your  good  resolu- 
tions, infuse  abundant  grace  into  your  soul,  and  be« 


OF  FIRST  COMMUNION. 
From  the  moment  vou  were  old  enough  to  under- 
Etiind  what  is  meant  by  the  adorable  Eucharist,  yon 
should  look  forward  with  a  holy  impatience  to  you.- 
fir.st  Communion,  and  never  pass  a  day  without  hum 
bly  and  fervently  begging  the  Almighty  to  prepare 
you  for  that  happiness.  Each  time  that  you  .lee  your 
elder  companions  communicate,  you  should  mate  a 
spiritual  communion,  by  an  act  of  Paith  in  the  adora- 
tue  Eucharist,  an  act  of  hope,  of  love,  and  ardent  de- 
sire to  communicate  yourself;  looking  on  those  who 
enjoy  such  a  happiness  as  objects  of  that  holy  envy 
which  is  vary  allowable  and  innocent,  sinne  the  angeli 
tbemaelva  1  would  envy  a  Christian  Iho  felicity  aud 


honour  of  receiring  the  Almighty,  if  it  were  poBsU>la 
for  them  lo  desire  any  thing  they  do  not  possess. 

If  these  were  your  dispositions  with  regard  to  the 
holy  Conjnunion,  so  long  as  your  extrente  youth, 
ignorance  of  the  Christian  Doctrine,  or  any  other 
eauae,  deferred  your  iirst  Communion,  you  need  nol 
be  told  to  rejoice  from  your  heart,  now  that  you  have 
been  chosen  to  prepare  for  that  most  solemn  duty ; 
you  will  naturally  feel  delighted  at  the  prospect  of 
Boon  enjoying  the  happiness  you  so  much  desired. 
Your  first  care  should  he  to  make  your  moat  humble 
and  gratefid  thank^vings  to  God.  There  is  reason 
to  hope  that  it  is  He  who  has  selected  you  for  his 
temple,  since  that  choice  was  not  made  without  con- 
sulting his  Divine  Majesty,  and  imploring  the  light 
of  his  Holy  Spirit  by  prayer.  But  that 
which  should  predominate  over  all  others  ( 
'laaion,  is  a  holy  fear  of  the  awful  duty  for  which 
you  are  now  going  to  prepare,  and  a  deep  sense  of 
its  great  responsibility.  This  disposition  is  of  the 
utmost  iinportanoe,  so  much  so,  that  the  first  Com- 
munion is- always  deferred  until  children  are  old 
enough  to  discern  the  body  of  the  Lord ;  that  is,  as 
your  Catechism  says,  until  they  are  of  aji  age  to 
understand  what  the  blessed  Eucharist  is ;  how  they 
Boould  prepare  to  receive  it  worthily ;  the  terrible 
misfortune  of  an  unworthy  Communion,  and  the  risk 
those  ran  who  prepare  negligently  for  an  action  of 
such  importance,  that  thereby  they  may  learn  to  trem- 
ble at  their  own  weakness,  to  trust  unreservedly  in 
God's  grace,  and  at  the  same  time  to  leave  nothing 
m  tlieir  own  power  undone  for  rendering  themselves 
leas  unworthy  of  the  happiness  of  communicating. 
You  have  now  attained  that  age,  anil  you  do  not,  it 
is  hoped,  resemljle  many  children,  who  are  more  de- 
lighted at  the  thoughts  of  making  their  iirst  Com- 
munion, than  impressed  with  Uie  necessity  of  sparing 
no  exertion  to  make  it  well.  But  as  so  much  de- 
penda  on  thia  sentiment  a*  holy  fear,  which  should 
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f      g  f   m    I      J      p         f  Ijaving  to  ;perfirm  h 

h  1  m        d  awfu5  of  all  duties,  yon 

h    Id  1(1  tly  beg    f  God  to  enlighten  youi 

d     ta  d    t       tl  I*  s  your  heai't,  that  yoa 

y  li     w      d  f    1  wh     y   i  are  about,  and  never  be 

I      g!  1  p    par    lightly  for  a  Sacrament, 

h   h  d  b  in         uld  dare  to  receive,  had 

h       m       dp         d  d  from  God  himself.     En- 

d        ur  1  k  ve  a  just  notion  of  this 

ei  k    by      flee  serioosly  that  your  first 

C  mm  w  Ih  parison  the  moat  impor- 

la  y  1!  have  to  perform.     This  is 

h  wh   h  p    h  ps  your  eternal  salvation 

m       y  d  pe  d     b  e  nothing  more  directly 

1    ,d  111       h  a  hell,  than  the  good  at 

bad  f  h    'i    ram         now,  that  is  often  decided 

by   h    fir     C      m  Those  who  are  so  happy 

as      m  k       w     111     b      n  well,  and  receive  in  the 

fir  f    h        S         r    abundant   graces    and 

speoial  assistance  for  persevering  m  his  holy  service ; 

whereas  thoee  who  are  so  truly  unfortunate  as  to 

profane  the  precious  body  and  blood  of  Jesus  Christ 

the  very  first  time  they  receive  it,  make  at  once  rapid 

strides  in  guilt — they  become  old  in    '       hil   th  y 

tre  yet  children  ;  their  hearts  are  hard      d      i 

alter  life  is  toooften  depraved;  their  end      i  rt 

and  theii  eternity  miserable : — all  wh   h  m  y  b 

traced  to  the  crime  of  an  unworthy  firs   C      m 

How  many  perhaps  of  the  blessed  i     h  w 

their  happiness  to  the  care,  the  fervo  dp     ty 

of  heart  with  which  they  approached   f       h     fa 

lime,  the  holy  communion  I  how  many  of  the  damned 

in  hell  would  now  be  reigning  with  God,  if  in  Iheii 

early  youth  they  had  not  drawn  down  the  divine  ven- 

f^ance  on  themselves  by  an  unworthy  eommunion  \ 
hese  considerations  should  animate  you  to  entei 
with  all  the  fervour,  good-will,  and  steadiness  yon 
are  capable  of,  or  the  six  weeks'  preparation  you  ara 
lequired  to  make  for  this  most  important  duty.    That 


B>  Google 


6iae  will  appi!3i  shorC  indeed,  when  you  lefleci  au 
the  great  work  you  have  to  prepare  for,  viz.  nutbing 
less  thin  the  reception  of  the  Almighty  himself,  the 
Bame  God  for  whose  coming  the  world  waa  four  thou- 
sand years  sighing,  and  whom  the  blessed  Virgin, 
though  exempt  from  the  araallest  stain,  prejiareo  to 
receive  in  her  sacred  womb  by  years  of  retirement 
and  prayer.  You  cannot  therefore  be  too  careful  in 
banishing  from  your  mind  every  other  concern  beside 
your  Communion,  which  is  now  for  you  the  one 
thing  necessary.  Recollect  that  you  are  provided, 
by  t5od's  particular  providence,  with  every  possible 
means  for  acquiring  the  essential  dispositions  fur  a 
worthy  Communion.  If  you  were  situated  like  many 
other  children,  who  are  as  deserving  aa  you,  and  yet 
are  deprived  of  the  advantages  you  enjoy,  you  would 
be  obliged  in  eonseienoe  to  seek  after  instruction — to 
study  your  religion  and  your  obUgatioiis,  and  to  ajara 
no  pains  for  acquiring  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
Christian  Doctrine,  before  you  could  presume  to 
make  your  first  Communion.  Left  to  yourself,  how 
much  difficulty  would  you  perhaps  find  in  learning  all 
you  are  bound  to  know!  How  great  a  risk  would 
yon  run  in  approaching  the  holy  Communionj  igno- 
rant of  half  the  happiness,  or  half  the  obligations  of 
those  who  receive  that  adorable  Sacrament!  But 
God,  who  specially  loves  vou,  has  spared  you  all 
that  difficulty,  and  put  it  ijmoat  out  of  your  power 
to  profane  the  Sacrament  through  ignorance, — you 
have  not  to  seek  for  instruction;  God  has  sought 
afber  you,  to  bestow  on  you  that  favour,  and  not  only 
that,  but  the  blessing  likewise  of  good  advice,  good 
example,  and  spiritual  assistance  of  every  kind ;  con- 
sequently any  defect  of  dispositions  would  be  much 
more  criminal  and  more  UMTateful  in  you,  than  in 
those  who  make  tlieir  first  Communion  without  half, 
or  perhaps  any  of  the  advantages  you  enjoy.  In  a 
word,  it  will  be  solely  and  entirely  your  own  fiiult, 
;f  you  do  not  raoks  your  first  Commnnijn  with  the 
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two  eBBentlal  dispositions  required  fur  that  aoleini 
duw. — Those  dispositions  are, 

First,  To  be  fully  instructed  in  your  religion ,  and 
Seconilly,  To  be  in  the  state  of  grace 
You  cannot  fait  to  acquire  both  these  di&positiuna 
if  you  go  through  in  the  proper  spurit  the  prepara- 
tion appointed  for  firat  Comraunion.  Thai  prepara- 
tion, which  consists  in  the  daily  instructions  on  the 
Christian  Doctrine,  given  to  those  who  are  prepar- 
ing for  lirst  Communion — in  the  general  confession 
they  are  required  to  maJte — the  three  visits  daily  to 
the  blessed  sacrament  appointed  for  them — and  lastly 
the  spiritual  retreat,  will  be  useful  to  each  individad 
only  inasmuch  as  she  endeavours  to  enter  into  the 
spiiitof  those  regulations;  because  all  the  exertions  of 
others  for  your  good,  will  be  unav^ling  without  youi 
own  efforts.  Your  duty,  then,  during  the  lime  set 
apart  for  the  preparation  for  your  first  Communion,  is, 
First,  to  attend  to  the  instructions  you  receive 
with  the  reverence  and  respect  which  are  due  to  the 
word  of  God — as  also  with  application  and  fear,  con- 
sidering the  account  you  will  have  to  render  of  so 
great  a  grace,  and  with  a  serious  desire  of  profiting 
of  all  you  hear,  and  reducing  it  1<i  practice. 

Secondly,  you  must  carefully  watch  over  your 
conduct,  not  only  to  avoid  the  least  wilful  transgres- 
sion, but  likewise  to  correct  any  faults  which  may 
nave  been  pointed  out  to  you  as  obstacles  to  Ho'l'a 
grace.  Redouble  your  attention  to  prayer ;  be  ex- 
tremely diligent,  gentle,  and  docile ;  and  do  not  fail 
'.J  give  that  general  edification  nhith  is  so  juitly 
expected  from  those  who  are  preparing  for  thpir  first 
Communion. 

Thirdly,  when  you  are  malting  your  ^pueral  con- 
fession, endeavour  to  give  your  wnoie  mmd  and 
heart  to  that  great  work,  and  go  through  it  with 
that  application,  seriousness,  contrilion,  and  sincerity 
which  would  mark  this  important  action  were  tt  t* 
be  your  last:  thereby  you  Wil'  morally  msure  thi 
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rtiird  disposition  for  a  good  Communiopi,  and  repair 
any  defects  which  may  have  been  in  your  past  con- 
fessions ;  those  made  in  early  youth  being  often 
unhappily  defective  in  some  essential  point,  such  as 
want  of  sufficient  examination,  sincere  contrition, 
firm  resolution  of  amendment,  or  full 'and  entire  ac- 

La.  y  when  you  enter  into  the  retreat  which  is 
app  ed  for  the  three  days  immediately  preceding 
he  fes  al  on  which  yoti  are  to  communicate,  you 
shou  d  enew  all  your  joy  at  the  near  approach  of  the 
happ  es  day  of  your  life,  and  consider  that  a  vast 
d       dep  nds  on  spending  those  last  three  days  with 

tea  fe  our.  The  six  preceding  weeks  were  devoted, 
ve  of  them  to  a  course  of  instructions  that  you  may 
acquire  the  first  disposition  for  a  good  communion,  viz. 
a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Christian  doctrine — 
and  the  sixth  week  was  employed.in  making  a  general 
confession  to  insure  your  communicating  with  the 
second  and  most  essential  disposition  for  doing  so 
worthily,  viz.  purity  'of  heart.  But  it  is  intended 
that  during  the  time  of  your  retreat  you  should  pre- 
pare for  receiving  absolution  in  perfect  dispositions 
of  contrition,  and  firm  purpose  of  amendment,  as 
likewise  to  excite  those  sentiments  of  lively  faith, 
firm  hope,  sincere  love,  profound  humility,  and  ardent 
desire  to  communicate,  which  are  the  ornaments  with 
whsiCh  pt«fidur  heart 

ad        dFhpp  hdd  your 

tr  m  h  d    h      pir  reat; 

h  ur  lo  h     gh         d  your 


I  h  d  pre- 

so   m    ac  h      perm    ed  to 

y  u  h  uld    Bually  p  ak   f  God, 
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of  tho  happiness  you  expect,  and  thereby  nram^ 
aniiiiate  each  other.  Do  not  forget,  that  it  is  vem 
easy  to  be  dissipated  and  distracted  with  a  few  com- 
paiiions,  or  even  with  one;  consequently,  that  iho 
essentia!  of  retreat  is  to  keep  your  heart  united  to 
God,  and  likewise  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible, 
at  your  age,  to  gain  any  thing  like  interior  recollec- 
tion, if  you  do  not  keep  a  guard  over  yourself  ex- 
teriorly, and  carefully  observe  the  rules  of  silence, 
laid  down  for  the  few  days  of  your  retreat. 

If  you  observe  these  recommendations  during  your 
preparation  for  your  first  communion,  you  will  do  aH 
m  youi  power  towards  disposing  yourself  for  the  first 
entfince  of  your  Creator  into  your  bosom,  and  render 
it  truly  the  happiest  and  most  salutajy  event  of  youi 
Ufa.  But  as  your  doing  bo  depends  particularly  on 
the  special  grace  of  God,  who  alone  can  make  you 
desire  what  is  good,  and  strengthen  you  to  aocom- 
plish  it,  your  genera!  practice,  from  the  moment  you 
are  chosen  for  communion,  should  be  to  implore  the 
divine  assistance  to  make  it  worthily.  This  you  can 
do,  by  constantly  raising  your  heart  to  God  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  and  by  acquitting  yourself  with 
great  devotion  of  the  three  visits  to  the  Blessed  Sa- 
crament appointed  for  each  day.     At  the 

1st.  Recite  the  Hymn  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the 
Acts  of  Faith,  Hope   and  Charity      At  the 

3d,  Say  the  Lita  y  ol  Jeoui  1  e  folio  ving  Prayer, 
and  a  Hail,  holy  Queen  for  the  convets  on  of  sin- 
ners.    At  the 

3d  visit,  say  the  L  tany  of  ll  e  Blessed  1  irgin, 
a  Pater   and  Ave  for  the   souls    n  purgatorj,  and 
the  short  Act  of  Conseorat  o    to  the  sacred  Heart 
or  Jesus. 
A  Prayer  to  he  saut  oh  h  preparing  for  Jirst  Com- 
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iidat  commuid  that  they  should  not  be  foibiddeo  to 
i^praach  th;  sacred  person,  I  see  that  thou  ^t  iii  the 
holy  Eucharist  the  same  God  of  goodness  and  mercy 
Hince  thou  now  invitBBt  me  not  only  to  approach  thee, 
but  to  receive  thy  adorable  body  and  blood.  I  am 
transported  with  joy,  when  I  thinlt  tliat  the  happy 
day  I  have  so  long  desired  is  now  approaching ;  my 
heart  is  filled  with  gratitude  and  astonishment  at  the 
thoiMht  that  tlion  wilt  really  bestow  on  me,  who  am 
nothing  but  i  weak  child,  and  a  great  sinner,  the  moat 
precious  of  all  ihy  gifts.  But  yet,  O  eternal  Ma- 
jesty !  this  prospect  ought  to  make  me  fear  as  much 
as  rejoice.  What  should  become  of  me,  if  1  were 
to  receive  thse  unworthily?  How  many  have  bad 
tliat  terrible  misfortune,  who  were  not  ao  young,  so 
weak,  or  so  imperfect  as  I  am !  Alas !  that  day  which 
I  have  looked  forward  to  as  the  happiest  of  my  life, 
may  become  the  moat  unfortunate  of  ail.  Ah,  Lord! 
is  it  I  who  am  the  person  who  should  betray  thee ! 
T,  whom  thou  hast  loved  so  much,  and  so  particularly 
loaded  with  fevoursl  Could  1  be  bo  hardened,  as  to 
repay  all  thy  mercies  by  profiming  thy  sacred  boily 
and  blood,  on  thy  first  a()lemn  entrance  under  my 
roof?  No,  my  good  God!  with  the  assistance  of 
thy  grace  I  will  never  do  that.  Thcmgh  I  ar- 
dently long  for  my  first  conununiori — though  I 
prefer  the  happiness  and  honour  of  receiving  thee,  to 
all  the  pleasures  and  dignities  that  could  be  enjuyed 
on  earth,  yet  I  entreat  thee,  with  the  utmost  sinceri- 
ty, rather  to  take  me  out  of  life,  than  permit  that  1 
sliould  live  to  communicate  anworthily.  I  depend 
on  thee  alone,  not  on  my  own  efforts,  for  avoiding  so 
great  a  misfortune,  and  also  for  acquiring  ail  the  dis- 
jwaitions  necessary  for  receiving  thee  worthily.  I 
tirnnk  thee  ftom  my  heart,  for  the  reUgious  advantages 
which  I  enjoy,  and  which  are  now  more  necessary 
and  more  valuable  to  me  than  ever.  I  beg  of  thee, 
by  that  precious  blood  which  purchased  them  for  me, 
lo  give  me  grace  to  profit  of  them  all  to  the  utnuMl 
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of  my  abUity.  Knlighten  my  undersianding,  that  I 
may  comprehend  the  instructions  I  receive ;  strengthen 
my  niemorj,  that  I  may  retain  them;  and.  above  all, 
penetrate  my  heart  with  thy  fear  and  lore,  that  tha 
sacred  seed  of  thy  word  may  sink  so  deeply  into  my 
heart,  as  to  produce  a  hundred-fbld.  I  ask  the  same 
fevooTs  for  all  my  companions,  who  are  preparing 
with  me  for  the  happiness  of  communicating ;  grant 
most  mercifully,  that  we  may  all  receive  thy  adorable 
body  and  Mood  with  hearts  purified  by  a  good  con- 
fession from  every  stain  of  sin,  and  animated  with  a 
Lvely  faith,  firm  hope,  ardent  love,  sincere  humility, 
and  with  every  other  fervent  disposition  thou  requirest 
from  us,  that  thereby  our  first  communion  may  be  to 
as  a  happy  pledge  of  oifr  eternal  union  with  thee  in 
heaven.    Amen. 


Instructions  and  Devotions  for  Communion. 
As  you  have  been  so  happy  as  to  be  early  impressed 
with  the  sentiments  of  profound  veneration  and  re- 
spect due  to  the  most  adorable  of  all  mysteries,  and 
fully  instructed  in  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  known 
concerning  the  holy  Eucharist,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
tell  you,  3iat  a  diligent,  fervent  preparation  should 
precede  the  holy  communion.  However,  as  early 
impressions  are  quickly  effaced,  if  they  be  not  oc- 
casionally renewM,  you  are  most  earnestly  lecom- 
mended,  at  each  of  your  communions,  to  endeavom 
to  revive  in  your  soul  the  same  sentiments  with  which 
you  were  penetrated  the  first  time  yoa  were  admitted 
to  the  holy  table — the  same  value  for  the  hononr  of 
communicating — the  same  ardent  desire  of  that  hap- 
piness— the  same  holy  fear  of  profaning  the  most 
eacred  of  alt  mysteries ;  or  rather,  to  leave  nothing 
undone  which  may  render  your  heart,  at  each  com- 
munion, more  pure,  niore  ardent,  and  more  humWo 
than  the  preceding,  and  thereby  each  time  ieea  un> 
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worthy  of  thepresence  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  ulessed 
Aloysius  of  Gonzaga,  whom  the  Church  holils  forth 
to  youth  as  a  striking  example  that  the  most  exalted 
sanctity  is  perfectly  attainable  in  the  tenderest  years, 
may  be  said  to  owe  his  angelical  life  on  earth,  and 
his  actual  fellowship  with  the  angels  in  heaven,  to 
his  ardent  devotion  to  the  holy  communion,  to  his 
fervent  esactnesa  in  preparing  for  that  awful  duty, 
and  to  the  abundant  fruits  which  he  consequently 
drew  from  a  participation  of  this  divine  sacrament. 
His  whole  life  may  be  said  to  have  been  devoted  to 
the  adorable  Eucharist ;  for,  having  merited  by  the 
most  unsullied  innocence,  ardent  piety,  and  faithful 
discharge  of  duty,  the  privilege  of  weekly  commun- 
'on,  while  yet  very  young,  he  invariably  employed 
the  first  three  days  of  the  week  in  thanksgiving 
for  communion,  and  the  three  last  in  preparing  for 
so  great  a  benefit.  How  happy  would  you  be,  if  you 
[lersevered  to  the  end  of  your  life  in  imitating  smJi 
example. 

You  are,  no  doubt,  convlnefld  that  one  communion 
is  the  most  precious  benefit  which  man  can  receive, 
or  even  God  himself  bestow.  You  also  know,  that  to 
communicate  is  the  most  holy,  the  most  awful,  and 
infinitely  the  most  important  action  of  your  life ;  you 
should,  therefore,  he  careful  to  act  conformably  to 
that  belief,  otherwise  your  being  instructed  in  what 
you  ought  to  do,  would  render  you  much  more  guilty 
than  others.  Yon  should  accustom  yourself  to  look 
upon  every  enjoyment  and  advantage  in  this  world  a? 
mere  trifles,  when  compared  with  the  honour  and  hap- 
piness of  receiving  your  Creator  in  the  holy  Com 
munion ;  and  all  occupations  and  pursuits  as  folly , 
when  they  interfere  with  the  great  duty  of  preparing 
for  so  solemn  an  action. 

Preparation  forthe  holy  Communion  is  of  two  kinds, 
viz.  remote  and  immediate. — You  should  endeavour 
most  earnestly  to  acquit  yourself  of  both,  because  the 
graces  received  in  the  holy  Communion  are  proper 
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tioned  to  the  dispositions  of  those  who  c< 
[f,  for  example,  you  draw  water  from  a  fountain  in  t 
Tosee]  that  is  email,  anil  aX  the  same  time  half  filled 
with  other  things,  you  will  of  course  receive  much 
lesa  water,  than  if  you  took  a  larger  vessel  complete- 
ly emptied.  So  it  is  with  those  who  communicate! 
if  they  approach  the  adorable  Eucharist  with  a  hearl 
free  indeed  froiu  mortal  sin,  but  attlie  same  time  con- 
tracted and  choked  up  by  attachment  to  the  world,  by 
many  venial  ft,ults  and  wilful  imperfections,  and  totally 
divested  of  that  ardent  piety,  purity  of  heat,  and  de 
roCion,  which  induces  the  Almighty  to  enrich  hia 
creatures  with  abundant  blessing,  it  is  clear  that  the 
graces  they  receive  will  be  few,  and  that  those  who 
malie  many  such  communions  will  not  advance  as  f:a 
in  virtue,  as  a  person  better  disposed  would  by  once 
r'-ceiviug  the  bread  of  life. 

Remote  Preparation  for  the  holy  Communion,  con- 
sists in  that  luibitual  oare  which  all  persons  should 
take  to  lead  a  christian,  regular,  holy  life,  and  to  keen 
their  conscience  free,  not  oiJy  from  mortal  sin,  wluch 
is  the  great  obstacle  to  a  worthy  communion,  but  also 
irom  that  fatal  attachment  to  any  venial  sin,  ivhich  is 
the  obstacle  to  a  profitable  communion.  This  remoCo 
preparation,  properly  speaking,  should  extend  from 
one  communion  to  another — each  reception  of  the  holy 
Eucharist  should  be  a  prepajration  for  the  foUowing-, 
and  thanksgiving  for  the  foregoing  commraiion.  You 
should  communicate  at  stated  periods,  once  a  month, 
once  a  fortnight,  or  oftener,  according  to  the  advice 
tf  your  director.  In  proportion  as  the  happy  days  of 
oominunion  draw  near,  your  longing  desires  to  be 
oniied  to  your  God  should  increase ;  your  thoughts, 
affections,  and  actions,  even  the  most  indilferent, 
should  1)6  directed  as  a  preparation  for  your  approach- 
ing happiness ;  ahove  all,  your  watchfulness  ovei 
yourself,  and  endeavours  to  correct  your  habitual  fail- 
ing, should  redouble.  ThuB  wouid  remote  prepa- 
nlion  for  tlie  holy  Eucharist  conduce  1^  the  sanctifi. 
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cation  of  your  whole  life,   and  each  c 

oome  a  perfect  preyaration  for  your  \iaiieiim,  or  las 

reception  of  the  precious  body  and  blood  of  Jesni 

Immediate  Preparation  for  Communion  consists,  aa 
your  Catechism  points  out,  "  in  being  in  the  state  of 
grace,  penetrated  with  a  lively  faith,  aniniated  with  a 
firm  hope,  and  inflamed  with  an  aident  chaiity."  If 
jon  have  done  every  thing  in  your  power  to  make 
your  confession  according  to  the  method  yon  have 
been  taught,  and  with  all  the  dispositions  which  have 
been  so  fully  explained ;  if  you  sincerely  detest,  not 
only  grievous  sins,  but  every  venial  offence  of  yoor 
life,  and  generally  every  spot  and  stain  which  may  be 
an  otetacle  to  the  grace  you  hope  to  receive,  you  may 
trust  in  the  mercy  of  your  Creator,  that  you  have  ac- 
quired the  flrst  immediate  dispositions  for  a  good  and 

sanctifying  grace,  and  that  purity  ofheart  which  Jesus 
Christ  recommends  to  all  communicants,  by  washing 
the  feet  of  his  Apostles  before  he  administered  to 
them  his  adorable  body,  though  he  had  expressly  as- 
Bured  them  that  they  were  clean ;  that  is,  exempt  from 
every  grievous  sin.     But  remember,  that  if  you  ex- 

EBCted  the  visit  of  any  person  whom  you  loved  and 
ighly  respected,  you  would  not  be  content  with  pre- 
paring a  perfectly  clean  chamber  for  his  reception, 
you  would  also  endeavour  to  ornament  it  as  much  as 
possible ;  consequently,  you  should  not  be  satislied 
with  liaving  cast  out  the  filth  of  sin  from  that  heart  in 
which  God  himself  is  so  soon  to  lodge ;  you  should 
endeavour  to  adorn  and  beauti^  it  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tent of  your  ability.  The  ornaments  of  the  soul  are 
virtues :  one  single  act  of  love,  of  contrition,  of  hu- 
mility, one  victory  over  any  particular  failing,  sinful 
inclination,  or  passion,  exalts  and  advances  a  soul 
moro  in  the  sight  of  God,  than  all  the  brilliant  acliieve- 
tnents  of  the  greatest  conquerors ;  and  also,  is  more 
effectual  in  preparing  a  soul  for  communion  than  many 
J8» 
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lon^  prayers,  which  often  proceed  only  from  the  Hpa 
Be  therefoie  particularly  careful,  when  preparing  fot 
oommunion,  to  profit  of  every  little  opportunity  of 
overcoming  yourself ;  such  as,  being  silent  whenyim 
are  inclined  to  speak  impatiently;  beaiing  with  the 
little  trisils  which  the  tempers  or  inclinations  of  othora 
may  occasion ;  behaving  with  gentleness  and  forbear- 
ance, when  spoken  to  unkindly ;  endeavouring  to 
oblige  every  one,  particularly  those  who  may  have 
disobliged  you ;  being  strictly  obedient  and  docile  t« 
your  superiors,  and  oniformly  exact  to  all  the  rules 
of  your  Bcbool,  oftering  up  your  studies,  and  the  salu- 
tary restraints  you  are  under,  as  a  preparation  tor 
oommunion ;  conquering  your  own  will,  and  cheer- 
fully yielding  to  that  of  others ;  avoiding  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  ill  temper,  even  in  looks,  and  taking  care 
0  bear  aU  tbe  little  inconveniences  you  may  have  to 
suffer  from  cold,  heat,  or  fatigue,  withoat  those  idle, 
superfluous  complaints  which  are  so  common,  yet 
which  never  diminish  the  evil.  These  little  acts  of 
virtue  aie  the  gems  with  whicU  Jesus  desires  to  find 
your  heart  ornamented.  If  you  be  on  your  guard,  yOn 
will  find  innumerable  occasions  for  thus  proving  your 
desire  to  receive  worthily  a  God  who  does  so  much  for 
you,  and  who  has  prepared,  in  Ihe  holy  Communion, 
BO  great  and  precious  a  recompense  for  the  sacrificea 
you  may  have  to  offer  him  when  he  enters  your  heart. 
The  immediate  preparation  should  commence  at 
least  three  days  before  your  communion ;  that  is,  you 
should  spend  those  three  days  as  retired  as  the  duties 
of  your  state  of  life  will  permit;  but  at  all  events,  in 
a  spirit  of  reooUoction,  in  watchfulness  over  yourself, 
and  in  the  practice  of  those  acts  of  virtue  alluded  to, 
which  are  consistent  with  all  circumstances  and  con- 
ditions. You  should  likewise  discharge  your  apirituaj 
duties  most  fervently,  particularly  your  meditations, 
for  which  the  following  considerations  are.  arranged. 
If  you  require  any  instructions  as  to  the  method  of 
loeditation,  you  will  find  suificient  in  the  explanatiea 
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ef  that  i.oly  exercise  to  be  found  in  this  book.  But 
though  you  ouglit  to  prepare  for  communion  as  fer- 
vently as  if  every  thing  depended  on  yourself,  yet  you 
Bliould  be  firmly  persuaded  that  all  your  own  efforts 
however  fervent  they  may  be,  codd  never  dispose 
your  soul  for  a  worthy  communion ;  that  must  be 
chiefly  the  work  of  God,  who  will  not  refuse  to  do  for 
you,  if  yoa  humbly  and  constantly  implore  it,  all  that 
he  knows  to  be  beyond  your  ability.  Avery  enlight- 
ened spiritual  writer  observes  on  this  subject,  that "  if 
a  great  monarch  were  to  condescend  to  lodge  with  a 
poor  widow,  he  would  not  expect  that  she  should  pro- 
vide him  with  accommodations  suited  to  his  rank — 
he  would  know  her  poverty,  and  therefore  would  send 
the  officers  of  his  household  to  prepare  all  things  ne- 
cessary." Let  one  of  your  chief  petitions  to  God  be 
that  be,  in  like  manner,  would  deign  to  prepare  his  own 
dwelling  in  your  soul ;  that  aS  he  knows  your  poverty 
and  weakness,  he  himself  would  supply  for  all  your 
defipienoiea,  and  send  forth  his  Holy  Spirit  into  your 
heai  t ;  that  he  would  also  employ  the  ministry  ojf  his 

make  all  things  ready  for  the  reception  of  so  great 
and  good  a  King.  For  this  intention,  say  devoutly, 
on  the  three  days  preceding  your  communion,  the  fol- 
bwing  Prayer,  and  beg  the  same  grace  frequently  by 
short  aspirations,  which  you  know  may  bo  made  Lu  the 
most  distracting  occupations. 
A  Prayer  to  ie  said  for  three  Says  before  Com- 

0  AOOHABI.E  Jesus!  who  hast  left  us  the  precious 
iroasure  of  thy  sacred  body  and  blood,  to  be  the  food 
and  life  of  our  souls,  discover  to  me  the  extent  of  Ihe 
happiness  I  hope  to  enjoy  in  a  few  days,  by  receiving 
thee  in  the  holy  Eucharist.  I  am  soon  to  approach 
Ihy  sanctuary,  to  sit  at  thy  table,  and  be  honoured 
with  the  actual  presence  of  that  Omnipotent  Being, 
oefotc  whom  the  angels  themselves  tremble.     0  my 
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God !  I  rejoice  at  the  prospect  of  so  great  a  b]es»n^ 
I  Mrdoiidy  desire  to  receive  thee,  and  adore  thee  is 
ihe  centre  of  my  soul.  I  earnestly  beg  thy  powerful 
grace,  that  ray  sins  may  not  be  an  obstacle  to  the 
blessings  which  always  follow  from  a  worthy  com- 
munion. 0  merciful  Jesns!  thou  seest  my  heart, 
thon  knoweat  that  I  would  prefer  all  the  miseries  of 
this  world,  and  even  a  thousMid  deaths,  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  receiving  thee  unworthily.  Thou  art  too  mer- 
ciful, too  good  to  permit  that  I  should  commit  that 
evil  which  I  sincerely  dread ;  therefore  I  firmly  trust 
in  thee,  and  now  place  my  whole  heart  and  soul  in 
thy  divine  hands,  thsUthoumayest  thyself  prepare  the 
abode  thou  art  so  soon  t«  enter.  I  desire  that  every 
moment,  from  this  to  the  happy  day  of  my  common- 
ion,  may  be  spent  in  the  fervent  exercise  of  all  the 
virtues  that  should  adorn  thy  sanctuary ;  particularly 
lively  faitii  in  this  adorable  mystery,  firm  hope,  ardent 
love,  sincere  contrition,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  lie 
united  to  thee,  .  Give  me,  I  conjure  thee,  light  to  dis- 
cover my  sins,  and  grace  to  detest  and  sincerely  con- 
fess them;  that  ttie  meritsof  thy  precious  Wood  being 
applied  to  my  soul  in  the  tribunal  of  penance,  I  may 
approach  to  thee,  clothed  with  the  wedding  garment 
of  innocence,  and  receive,  in  the  holy  communion, 
those  graces  necessary  for  persevering  in  thy  service 
to  the  end  of  my  life.     Amen. 


MEDITATIONS 


PiasT  Dav. 

0»  the  opposite  Dispositions  of  Communicants. 

Th»  pieparalory  icls  fnr  Meditation  will  be  found  In  Ihe  toun 
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ieatk  to  the  wicked,*  because  this  bread  of  life,  though 
the  source  and  fountain  uf  life  itself,  can  as  little 
strengtlien  those  who  are  Bpiritiially  dead  in  mcrtal 
ain,  as  food  could  strengthen  a  dead  body.  Such  sonls, 
fer  from  particiiiating  in  the  rfivjne  treasures  con- 
tained in  Uie  holy  Eucharist,  defile  themselves  with 
the  guilt  of  the  moat  horrible  of  all  saerilegei ;  they 
insult  the  Almighty  himself — attack  and  profane  tlie 
adorable  humanity  of  Jesus  Christ — they  trample  on 
the  blood  of  the  new  covenant — and,  to  crown  all 
their  misfortunes,  they,  as  the  Apostle  says,  eat  ond 
drink  their  own  damnation.  Ponder  well  the  import 
of  those  awful  words ; — consider,  thai  like  the  Jews, 
who  consented  that  the  hlood  of  Jesus  should  fall  on 
them  to  their  destruction,  anworthy  communicants 
ratify  themselves  the  sentence  of  their  condemnation 
— a  sentence  which  they,  as  it  were,  write  on  their 
own  hearts — a  sentence,  which  begins  to  he  in  some 
measure  executed,  even  in  this  life,  for  the  justice  of 
God  often  abandons  the  profaners  of  his  adorable  body 
to  such  obduracy  and  insensibility,  that  they  at  length 
sink  into  a  species  of  spiritual  letha:^ :— -after  hav- 
ing braved  the  greatest  of  all  dangers,  they  seem  to 
fear  no  other,  and  they  thoug-htlessly  run  on  from  sir. 
to  sin,  until  at  length  the  time  for  repeiLtance  and 
mercy  is  over.  Trace  these  dreadful  evils  to  theit 
source,  and  you  will  find  them  all  to  originate  in  mor- 
tal sin,  that  sovereign  evil,  without  which  there  would 
1  e  no  evil ; — that  groat  &ad  only  obstacle  to  the  de . 
«'gns  of  Jeaus  in  the  institution  of  the  adorable  Eu- 
c'larist — that  fatal  source  of  the  SBCtileges  which 
have  ever  been  committed  against  the  most  holy  of 
»ll  mysteries.  Endeavour  to  conceire  a  lively  horror 
of  mortal  sin — a  sincere  conviction  that  it  is  the  great- 
est of  all  evils,  the  most  dreadful  of  all  misfortunes. 
If  your  heart  he  deeply  impressed  with  these  senti 
inenis,  they  will  prove  your  greatest  security  against 

*  Mori  iBt  caliB.-  Lauda  Sion,  Hjihd  Ca  Co^ui  Gliriul. 
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inonrring  the  guilt  of  sacrilege.  Divine  Jesusl  pono- 
trate  my  heart  with  eo  gres,t  a  honor  of  sin,  tliat  I 
may  dread  nothing  so  much  aa  becoming  thy  enemy 
by  any  mort^  offence,  and  that  I  may  tren-h!e  at  the 
rery  idea  of  profaning  thy  most  sacred  body  and  blood, 
n.  Point. — Consider,  secondly,  that,  next  to  the 
misfortune  of  unworthily  communicating,  there  can 
be  few  states  more  dangerous,  than  that  of  persona 
who  approach  the  adorable  Eucharist  with  wilful 
tepidity,  negligence,  and  indevolion.  For  this  there 
ara  three  solid  reasons,  which  you  should  seriously 
lionaider.  First,  such  communicants  are  deprived  by 
their  own  faults  of  ahnost  all  the  graces  annexed  to 
the  holy  Eucharist,  and  thus  run  an  evident  risk  of 
drawing  little,  if  any,  profit  from  Communion.  Sec- 
ondly, they  contract  a  fatal  habit  of  approaching  the 
sacrament  of  infinite  love  in  a  careless  and  lukewarm 
manner,  and  are  thereby  in  imminent  danger  of  soon 
committing  sacrilege.  Thirdly,  nothing  Is  more  com- 
mon than  illusion  on  this  important  matter ;  for  many, 
whose  tepid  and  negligent  dispositions  appear  to  them- 
selves nothing  worse  than  venial  sin,  are  really  guilty, 
in  the  eyes  of  God,  of  that  criminal  indolence  and 
Aoth  which  is  a  grievous  offence.'    In  the  same  man- 

of  sufficient  horror  of  mortal  sin;  so  are  fruitless,  tepid 
communions,  caused  by  the  little  care  which  Chns- 
tians  take  to  avoid  venial  sin.  Instead  of  looking  on 
a  deliberate,  though  slight  offence  of  God,  as  a  real 
evil,  and  a  great  misfortune,  they  commit  faults  with- 
out number  or  remorse.  Though  they  do  not  aban- 
don at  once  the  holy  habit  of  approaching  regularly 
the  sacrament  of  our  altars,  yet  they  appear  as  care- 
less about  the  correction  of  their  faults,  as  if  they  never 
were  tocoram'micate;--<heydischarge  their  spiritual 
duties  carelessly — and  continue  heaping  one  fault  on 
anodier,  nntil  they  lose  all  remorse  for  what  they  term 
Mily  slight  faults.  Such  persons  evince  their  habitual 
doth,  dissipation,  and  tepidity,  in  preparing  for  Com- 


mnnion.  A  confession,  whi<^  the;  intend  shcmld  io- 
ciuileall  n>onalain,  and  a  few  vucal  prayers,  comprise 
the  whole  of  their  preparation  for  the  most  solemn  of 
ali  duties.  The  God  uf  all  sanctity  is  then  introduced 
into  a  soul  deRled  with  innnmerBble  stains.  T).  e  God 
of  infinite  love  enters  a  heart,  which,  as  he  himself 
declares,  he  rejects  and  abominates,  because  it  is 
tepid,  and  neither  liot  nor  cold.  Such  Communions, 
as  may  be  expected,  are  fruitless,  or  rather  they  are 
too  often  fruitful  in  great  evils,  and  are  ahnost  a,  cer- 
tain road  to  sacrilege.  O  how  much  should  they  ho 
dreaded '. 

III.  Point. — Consider,  thirdly,  thatif  anunwoEthy 
Communion  is  the  most  dreadful  of  all  misfortunes, 
!Uid  a  tepid  or  negligent  Communion  the  greatest  of 
all  dangers ;  so  also  is  a  worthy  Communion  the  moat 
precious  and  glorious  advantage  that  a  creature  can 
enjoy.  Next  to  the  clear  view  and  full  possession  of 
God  in  heaven,  there  can  be  no  happiness  so  great  as 
that  of  communicating.  If  our  tiiith  were  lively,  we 
should  be  so  convinced  of  this  truth,  that  the  prospect 
of  a  communion  would  fill  us  with  transports  of  joy : 
— we  would  long  for  the  happy  day  which  was  to 
unite  us  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  be  so  completely  occu- 
pied with  the  expectation  of  such  a  blessing,  as  to  be- 
come almost  insensible  to  all  other  enjoyments.  To 
produce  those  sentiments  in  your  heart,  you  need  but 
reflect  on  a  few  of  the  advantages  of  a  good  Com- 
munion. Consider,  tiiat  this  most  holy  Bacrament 
increases  and  preserves  grace,  which  is  the  fife  of  the 
soul;  it  enlightens  the  mind  with  the  brightestlight,. 
inflames  the  heart  with  the  sacred  lire  of  charily  i  it 
points  out  and  makes  US  love  our  duties;  it  strengthens 
na  to  fulfil  them ;  it  moderates  the  violence  of  pas- 
sion, and  it  penetrates  the  soul  with  such  sweet  and 
hilly  peace,  as  must  he  fe[t  to  be  understood.  To  say 
(tU  in  one  word,  a  worthy  Communion  unites  us  so 
intimately  to  God,  and  procures  for  us  such  an  ahiui- 
(but  in&sim  of  his  gitU  and  graces,  as  caused  a  far 
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locx  of  tlie  Cliurch  to  say,  thac  "  a  single  CummonuiB 
would  suffice  to  make  a  saint."  Consider  these  tni^i 
Beriously.  Refleol  with  holy  traaBport  on  tlie  glor? 
tmd  happiness  witliin  yout  reach.  Convinced  of  the 
infinite  excellence  of  the  adorable  Sacrament  which 
voa  are  jirepating  to  receive,  banish  all  other  cares, 
that  you  may  devoutly  dispose  yoaraelf  for  that  won- 
derful union  with  God,  which  was  never  granted  to 
angels.  But  as  this  work  is  far  heyond  your  power, 
beg  earnestly  of  that  God  of  lore,  whom  you  are 
about  to  receive,  to  give  you  such  ardent  desires  of 
enjoying  the  happiness  of  worthy  communion,  as  will 
urge  you  to  remove  every  obstacle  lo  so  great  a 
blessing.  0  my  good  Gfod  !  if  1  really  felt  liow  de- 
lightful it  is  to  be  united  to  thee,  how  soon  would  I 
despise  evei  y  other  pleasure,  and  ^h  after  thee  alone 
for  whom  alone  I  was  created.  ITiou  knowest  thai 
1  desire  at  least  to  receive  thee  worthily ;  deign  then 
to  penetrate  my  soul  with  reaueet  and  love,  that  I  may 
HO  fervently  piepace  for  thy  heavenly  visit,  as  never 
to  find  deatli  in  ilte  fountain  of  life. 


Second  Dkv. 
The  Passion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Chmt  apjihed  in 
the  Hobj  Communion. 
1.  Point. — CoNsiiJEa,  first,  that  when  Jesus  Christ 
instituted  at  his  ieist  Supper  the  adorable  Sacrament 
of  his  Body  and  Blood,  he  commanded  his  Apostles, 
and  in  their  persons  all  creatures,  ixi  call  to  mind  hii 
Passion  and  Death  as  often  as  they  communicated. 
Such  a  command  ought  not  to  have  been  necessary ; — ■ 
gratitude  for  the  benefit  of  redemption — love  for  the 
God  who  died  for  us — compa.3sion  for  his  excessive 
edferjigs — contrition  for  the  share  we  had  in  oe- 
oasioning  them,  are  ail  motives  which  should  make 
die  suflerings  of  Christ  a  subject  familiar  to  oui 
thoughts,  and  impress  on  the  mird  and  heart  of  every 
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Christian  a  lively  image  of  Jesus  crucified.  But  oui 
divine  Redeemer  well  knew  the  frailty  and  ingrati 
tude  of  man ;  he  Ittiew,  that  the  greater  number 
would  eeldom,  if  ever,  call  to  mind  his  sufTeriogs,  and 
Iherefore  he  left  them  not  only  a  precious  and  strik- 
ing memorial  of  his  Passion  m  the  holy  Euchatist, 
but  also  3  command  to  think  on  him,  on  his  infinite 
k)ve  and  buffering,  in  receiving  his  adorable  Body. 
Do  iJiis  m  rememhrance  of  me.  Luke  xsiL.  19.  En- 
deavou;  now  U)  comply  must  fervently  with  this  eom- 
majid  of  your  divine  Redeemer.  Place  yourself  in 
s|iirit  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  and  consider  how  much 
it  cost  your  Redeemer  to  purchase  for  you  the  hajipi- 
ness  of  communicating.  Fat  from  being  admitted 
to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  sacramental  union 
wiih  God,  you  would  havfi  been  condemned  to  eter. 
nal  separation  from  him,  if  Jesua  had  not  died  to 
save  you.  Tour  approaching  happiness  is  then  the 
purchase  of  yonr  Redeemer's  sufferings — the  adora- 
bl  b  d  you  are  going  to  recerve  as  your  spiritual 
f  J  s  he  same  which  was  exposed  t«  insult,  con- 
te  Of  and  misery,  during  tliree  and  thirty  years ; 
sc  u  ^ed  at  a  pillar,  crowned  with  thorns,  and  at 
1  n  h  gnominiously  nailed  to  the  cross.  Ah !  if 
h  e  e\  cssive  torments  had  made  a  de^  impres- 
s  on  on  our  heaits,  how  differently  sboidd  we  feel 
d  spo  d  in  approaching  that  adorable  sacrament, 
h1  en  the  memory  of  his  passion  is  renewed  !  Beg 
ot  J  ua  himsotf,  with  the  greatest  earnestness,  to 
g  e  you  the  dispositions  he  requires.  0  my  cruci- 
n  d  Sa  out  1  thou  didst  suffer  such  torments  for  my 
snivation,  as  would  separately  have  caused  thy  death, 
if  a  miracle  did  not  preserve  thy  life  to  endure  still 
muiC.  Why  have  I  been  so  ungrateful  as  to  forget 
all  Ihou  hast  done  for  my  sinful  soul !  Vouchsafe,  0 
divine  Jesus!  to  enter  my  heart,  notwithstanding  its 
unworl  "linuas ;  that  I  may  not  only  learn  to  die  to 
myself,  by  reflecting  on  thy  sufferings,  but  also  liv« 
(0  thee,  by  the  efficacy  of  Uiy  adorable  body. 
19 
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n.  Poinl. — Consider  your  divine  Saviour  pro«> 
Irate  on  the  (mrtti,  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemani, 
renting  with  grief,  and  exhausted  with  a  bluodj 
sweat,  occasioned  hy  excessive  interior  anguist,  a> 
tlie  ifiew  of  the  sins  of  all  nmnkind ;  parviculaTly  the 
ingratitude  of  those  who  are  loaded  witti  hia  metoiea— 
the  pride  and  vanity  of  those  who  are  early  instructed 
in  the  divine  truths  of  his  holy  gospel — the  tepidity, 
sloth,  and  indifference  of  those  from  whom  he  has  a 
right  to  expect  the  most  ardent  love  ; — in  a  word,  the 
foresight  he  had  of  the  abuse  of  his  graces,  and  the 
little  fruit  that  many,  even  among  his  most  favoured 
servants,  would  draw  from  his  sacred  passion  and 
death.  This  was  truly  the  chalice  which  Jesiia 
dreaded  to  drink,  and  which  made  his  sacred  heart 
sorrowful  even  unto  death,  as  we  may  easily  con 
ceive  by  our  own  experience,  since  we  feel  that  an 
unkind,  ungrateful  action  of  a  friend,  would  grieve 
us  more  than  many  injuries  heaped  on  us  by  ao 
enemy.  Consider  now,  that  sonong  aU  the  benefils 
Jesus  Christ  bestowed  on  the  world,  none  is  so  pre- 
cious, or  so  peculiarly  the  finiit  of  his  sacred  passion, 
as  the  holy  Eucharist ;  consequently,  those  who  draw 
little  or  no  profit  from  that  fountain  of  grace,  and 
who  feel  little  love,  gratitude,  and  resfoct  for  so  as- 
tonishing a  mark  of  God's  tenderness,  are  certcdnly 
those  who  should  reproach  themselves  with  having 
contributed  most  to  the  interior  sufferings  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Refiect  seriously  on  yourself,  and  beg  of 
God  to  enlighten  your  mind,  that  you  may  see 
whether  you  be  not  of  this  number.  You  caimot 
doubt  of  your  being  among  those  whom  he  has  most 
loved  and  favoured; — early  instruction,  particular 
graces,  spiritual  assistance,  and  a  thousand  other 
marks  jf  hie  tenderness,  prove  to  you  that  Jesua 
thought  of  you  in  the  height  of  his  suiferings,  and 
destined  for  you  a  particular  share  in  the  fruits  and 
merits  of  his  sacred  passion.  What  use  have  yoi 
made  of  those  specistl  blessinga  1     Have  you  beei 


b>  Google 


!ilS 

moM  grateful,  from  having-  been  more  farouieil! 
Has  the  knowledge  of  ycur  duty  caused  you  to  dis- 
charge it  better  1  What  profit  ha,ve  you  drawn  from 
jrour  communions  1  Where  are  the  faults  you  have 
corrected,  or  the  viTtiies  yon  have  acquired,  ailer  bo 
many  times  receiving  the  Almighty  himself  I  Ask 
your  own  eonscienee  these  qnesEions ;  it  is  better  you 
should  do  so  now,  than  defer  so  necessary  an  ex- 
amination to  tha,t  tribunal  of  justice  where  we  must 
all  appear,  to  account  for  that  precious  blood,  which 
OUT  sins  and  hip  inhnite  love  caused  Jesus  to  shed  in 
the  course  of  his  sacred  Passion. 

III.  Point. — Consider,  seriously,  that  aflier  Jesus 
had  been  in  an  agony  three  hours ;  after  he  had 
prored  the  efficacy  of  iiis  sacred  Blood,  by  the  won- 
derful conversion  of  a  great  criminal,  and  expressed 
his  ardent  thirst  for  the  conversion  of  all  men,  he 
expired.  Then  the  earth  shook  to  its  centre ;  from 
which  you  should  learn  how  much  cause  sinners 
have  to  dread  the  rigorous  justice  of  God,  who  did 
not  spare  his  only  begotten  Son.  The  rocks  were 
rent,  to  show  you  that  your  heart  should  be  broken 
with  sortov/  M  the  recollection  of  your  Redeemer's 
Buiferings,  even  though  it  were  as  cold  and  as  hard  a^ 
marble.  The  opening  of  the  sepulchres,  and  resur- 
rection of  the  dead,  admonish  you,  that  if  you  would 
participate  in  the  fruit  of  our  Redeemer  s  Passion 
and  Death  by  a  worthy  Communion,  you  must  open 
■he  sepulchre  of  your  conscience,  and  cast  out  all  the 
dead  works  of  iniquity  by  a  candid  and  eontnte  ct  o- 
fession.  Reflect  partictlarly,  that  the  sepulchre  in 
which  Jesus  would  have  his  moat  precious  body  laid, 
was  new,  no  person  having  been  laid  there  before ; 
'Si.  John  six.)  therefore,  the  soul  which  prepares  to 
oeoome  the  repository  of  the  same  precious  body, 
should  be  renovated  by  contrition,  and  a  firm  resolu- 
tion of  leading  a  new  life,  and  banish  all  that  eould 
tlisuirb  iJie  foign  of  Jesus  Christ  in  her  heart.  Ar« 
theie  youi  dispcsitiuis  i    Have  the  foregoing  ri}- 
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flections  ani  naled  you  to  renounce  all  Bach  vajn  pint- 


la  may  unfortunately  lead  you  to  crunify  agaio 
Jie  Son  of  God  1 — This  is  the  moment  to  form  those 
salutary  resolutions,  if  you  have  hitherto  neglectei? 
doing  ao.  Penettat'ed  with  that  holy  fear  of  the 
judgments  of  God,  and  that  firm  confidence  in  his 
mercy,  which  the  aniieringa  of  Christ  should  natural- 
iy  inspire,  examine  your  heart  at  the  foot  of  the 
cross,  and  see  all  that  so  great  Eui  example  demands 
from  yon.  Do  not  the  exeessive  torments  of  Jesua 
reproach  yoii  with  immottifieation  and  self-seeking  I 
Dues  not  the  hard  bed  of  the  cross  condemn  youi 
Mitauhment  to  your  own  ease,  and  your  horror  of  the 
least  inconvenience  i  Can  you  reflect  on  auoh  iUine 
patience,  meekness,  and  charity,  without  detestmg 
your  fretful,  uncharitable  conduct  towsids  your  fel- 
low-creatures, your  irritable  and  uniractable  temper  1 
The  silence  of  Jesus  is  a  miracle  of  meekness — have 
yon  imitated  it,  when  undeservedly  or  even  justly 
reproved  1  The  first  words  of  our  divine  Redeemer 
on  the  cross,  are  a  prayer  for  his  execntioners — is  it 
thua  you  return  good  for  evil ;  or  rather,  are  you  not 
perhaps  actually  criminal  in  the  eyea  of  God,  by 
anger,  contempt,  coolness,  or  want  of  charity  towards 
your  neighbour  !  Such  is  the  examination  you  should 
make  at  the  foot  of  the  croaa ;  for  certain  it  is,  that 
your  crucified  Lord  is  the  model  on  which  you  will 
finally  be  judged.  The  day  will  come  when  a  crucifix 
for  the  last  lime  will  be  presented  to  yon.  To  those 
who  have  endeavoured  W  avoid  sin,  which  erncilied 
their  Lord,  and  to  imitate  the  virtues  which  the  croaa 
teaches,  the  sight  of  that  affecting  object  in  the  last 
awful  ceremony,  will  he  a  source  of  the  greatest  con- 
solation and  confidence.  To  some,  it  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  an  anticipated  condemnation.  It  is 
in  vour  power  now  to  choose  either :  perhajB  on  the 
resolutions  which  yon  make  in  this  very  meditation, 
and  the  fruits  of  amendment  you  draw  from  it,  de- 
fends  yotir  etoma).  salvation,     Reaolve,  th^i,    getit. 
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ronsly  lo  make  a  frienil  of  Him,  who  will  one  <lay  bs 
four  judge,  and  henceforward  never  to  look  on  i 
oTueifix  without  thinking  of  your  obligation  Ui  imitate 
the  vitlues  of  your  crucified  Lord.  0  my  merciful 
Reiieemer !  prostrate  m  spirit  at  the  foot  of  thy  cross, 
1  thank  thee  for  all  thou  hast  done  and  suffered  foi 
my  salvation.  I  beg  of  thee,  by  the  efficacy  of  thy 
precious  blood,  to  soften  the  obduracy  of  ray  heart, 
to  enlighten  my  mind,  and  to  strengthen  my  will, 
that  I  may   faithfully  accomplish  all  iliat  thou  re- 


Thibd  Day. 
Oa  tile  chief  Virtues  which  shovld  adorn  a  Vom- 


I.  Poirtt. — Consider  thai  the  holy  Eucharist  is 
c^ed  a  mystery  of  faith,  andtliat  faith  is  perhaps  the 
most  necessary  virtue  for  a  good  Communion ;  he- 
cause  without  faith,  we  should  discover  nothing  more 
than  ordinary  food  in  the  bread  of  life.  In  this 
sacred  mystery  all  is  obscure,  bevond  the  reach  of 
our  understanding,  and  imperceptible  to  our  senses; — 
we  see  nothing,  feel  nothing,  taste  nothing  but  com- 
mon bread — we  hear  nothing  estraordinary,  so  that 
it  is  the  voice  and  light  of  faith  alone,  which,  as  the 
Chnrch  says,  supplies  the  defect  of  the  senses,*  and 
firmly  persuades  us  that  the  adorable  Eucharist  is  not 
bread,  though  it  appears  so  to  us,  but  the  living, 
glorious,  immortai  body  of  Jesua  Christ.  Ah !  hop 
grateful  should  you  be  for  that  precious  gift  of  faith, 
by  ivhieh  you  are  enabled  to  penetrate  tiie  veils  that 
conceal  the  Almighty  from  our  view !  With  wha* 
Bston'shmimt  and  delight  should  you  be  penetrated 
BOW  that    faith  assiiias   you   that   your  God,  yool 
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CrBatoT.  will  ao  soon  be  your  guest !  With  wh  t 
Iitcifomid  liumility,  reverence,  and  awe,  should  you 
await  the  visit  of  that  divine  Being  who  drew  the 
world  out  of  tiothing  hy  his  infinite  power,  who  rules 
it  by  his  wisdom,  and  who  could  in  an  instant  destroy 
it  by  one  act  of  his  will !  He  it  is,  whom  I  am 
going  to  receive  :  yes,  I  firmly  believe  it,  because 
Tesus  Christ,  the  iafallible  truth,  has  said,  tttis  is  my 
body.  But  has  my  faith  all  the  requisites  for  en- 
abling nie  to  malte  a  good  ^id  fervent  Communion  f 
Beside  being  firm,  is  it  livefy,  active,  supported  by 
good  works ;  or  rather,  does  it  bear  any  resemblance 
to  that  fruitless  and  dead  faith,  of  which  the  Apostle 
speaks — to  the  faith  of  many  nominal  Christians, 
whose  belief  and  conduct  are  In  direct  opposition ! 
O  Liird  !  ftom  thee  I  received  ray  faith,  even  before  1 
was  'capable  of  feeling  the  value  of  that  precious  gift :  to 
thee  I  must  now  owe  its  increase  :  give  it,  I  beseech 
thee,  all  the  animation  and  efficacy  thou  requirest. 

II.  Point. — Consider  that  there  is  no  sacrament  so 
calculated  to  excite  the  moE^  tender  and  unbounded 
confidence  in  God  as  the  holy  Eucharist.  It  is  the 
precious  pledge  of  eternal  life ;  the  greatest  of  God's 
gifts ;  therefore  He,  who  is  bountifm  enough  to  give 
such  a  blessing,  cannot  refuise  any  favour,  since  all 
others  are  less  than  that  which  is  offered  to  us  m  one 
Communion.  0  consolatory  thought !  O  solid  foun- 
dation for  hope  and  confidence  '.  To-morrow  I  shall 
receive  my  God ;  to-morrow  that  compassionate 
Saviour  will  visit  me,  whose  mortal  life  was  a  series 
of  mercies — who  never  refused  to  pardon  a  repentant 
sinner — who  received  ail  who  approached  his  sacred 
persftn — who  deigned,with  his  own  divine  hands,  to 
touch  and  heal  the  lepers  themselves,  and  to  whom 
no  one  was  ever  known  to  apply  in  vain.  He  la 
more  anxious  to  grant  me  favours,  than  I  could  be  to 
receive  them.  Ah !  if  the  poor  of  this  world  could 
become  rich,  by  only  relying  with  confidence  on  the 
liberaS  f  of  a  powerful  benefactor — if  tlie  sick  hsuj 
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a  certainty  of  receiving  health,  by  resigning'  Ihem- 
selvea  to  tlie  care  of  i  physician — if  the  afflicted 
could  be  consoled  by  confiding  in  a  friend, mho  would 
be  found  indigent,  weak,  or  dejected,  throughout  tlie 
worM  1  But  the  liberality  or  kindness  of  creatures 
is  always  Uniited  and  insufficient,  whereas  that  of  the 
Almighty  has  no  bounds,  except  those  limits  which 
we  ourselves  too  otlen  put  to  it  by  disirost.  He 
will  have  mercy  on  us  aceordit^  to  <na-  hope  m  him, 
as  the  prophet  says.  O  my  God !  how  true  it  is, 
that  the  man  is  blessed  who  hopes  in  thee ;  since  that 
Boul  cannot  want  any  thing,  who  confidently  expects 
all  &om  thee.  0 !  since  I  am  going  to  receive  the 
greatest  gift  thou  canst  bestow,  why  should  1  not 
firmly  trust  thaf  thou  wilt  strengthen  my  weakness, 
inflame  my  insensibility,  and  give  me,  by  this  Com- 
munion, the  grace  to  do  all  that  is  necessary  for  ob- 
taining the  effect  of  thy  promises,  since  hope  with- 
out good  works  is  no  better  than  presumption.  Yes, 
my  God,  I  hope  for  aU  this,  and  hoping  in  thee,  I  can 
never  be  confounded. 

III.  Potjit. — Consider  why  did  Jesus  Christ  re- 
solve to  remain  on  our  altars  to  the  end  of  time,  in  a 
state  of  degradation  and  obscurity  ^  Because  he 
loves  you  too  much,  to  leave  you  an  orphan.  Why 
does  be  conceal  his  adorable  majesty,  his  divinity, 
and  even  his  humanity,  in  this  sacrament  ?  It  is,  as 
St.  BernMd  says,  "  that  the  excess  of  his  love  alone 
may  appear,  and  that  the  splendour  of  his  glory  may  not 
deter  you  from  approaching  him  with  confidence." 
Why  will  this  divine  victim  of  love  descend  from 
heaven  to-morrow,  and  renew  the  oblation  of  himself 
on  our  altars  1  To  give  you  in  his  precious  body 
and  blood  the  most  amazing  proof  of  bis  tenderness, 
and  to  afford  you  by  liis  actual  presence  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  asking  and  receiving  whatever  you 
desire,  that  your  joy  may  he  complete.  All  this  ii 
■0  certain,  that  you  may  truly  say  with  the  Apostle, 
Ut  hat   loved  me,  and  delivered  himself  jor  im 
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Were  I  alone  to  be  redeemed,  he  wwild  have  died 
for  mv  sake ;  and  were  I  alone  to  communtuate,  he 
would  descend  from  heaven  to  become  my  nourish- 
ment.  0  infinite  Inve !  0  mystery  of  charily !  how 
Uttle  ait  thou  understood  by  those  who  aie  the  ob- 
jects of  thy  tenderness !  how  little  impression  baa 
the  infinite  love  of  God.  made  on  the  hearta  of  his 
creatures  I  Consider  seriously,  whether  you  be  nol 
amongst  the  number.  Are  you  not  perhaps  at  this 
moment  unmoved  by  the  love  Jesus  manifesla  in 
shoosmg  you  to  become  his  temple  ?  Search  into 
the  cause  of  your  insensibility — is  it  not  your  neg- 
lect of  that  serious  meditation  on  the  benefits  of  God, 
in  which,  as  the  Prophet  says,  the  fire  of  charity  ii 
snkindled?  Are  not  your  affections,  which  should 
belong  to  God,  thrown  away  on  creatures,  which  are 
the  work  of  his  hands  1  If  so,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  you  are  a  stranger  to  that  ardent  love  which 
animated  the  saints,  and  enabled  them  Ui  do  so  munh 
for  the  divine  honour.  Beg  of  that  God  of  love  who 
came  to  cast  fire  upon  earth,  to  give  you  that  sin- 
cere, generous,  atdeirt  love,  which  you  cannot  have 
without  his  assistance.  O  adorable  Benefactor  of 
my  soul !  I  now  feel  that  I  was  made  to  love  thee, 
and  that  my  heart  can  never  find  true  rest  but  in  thee. 
"  0  eterntd  Beauty '-  too  late  have  I  known  thee !  O 
infinite  goodness !  loo  late  have  1  loved  thee."  Ah ! 
my  good  God !  thou  didst  form  my  heart,  thou  alone 
canst  inDame  its  affections-  I  beg  of  thee,  by  all 
the  love  thou  hast  ever  felt  for  man ;  and  in  particu- 
lar, by  that  infinite  charity  which  invites  me  lo  ap- 
proach thy  altars,  that  then  wouldst  give  me  as  the 
ftuit  of  this  meditation,  the  most  lively  and  ardent 
charity-  I  resolve  most  seriously,  to  endeavour  on 
my  part  to  obtain  that  most  precious  gift,  by  mak- 
ing lienceforward  frequent  acts  of  thy  love — by  per- 
forming all  my  actions  through  a  motive  of  love— 
bv  detesting  and  avoiding,  for  thy  love,  alt  that  di»- 
plenseB  thee.     Give  efficacy,  0  Lord  \  to  theBS  r6< 


Wilutions,  for  on  thee  alone  I  depend  ;  thon  art  the 
God  in  whom  I  firmly  lielieve  ;  thou  art  the  foon- 
lation  of  my  hope,  and  the  only  worthy  object  of  my 
love. 

Immediate  Preparation  for  Communion. 

From  the  evening  before  the  day  on  which  you  in- 
tend to  communicate,  you  should  retire  from  all  that 
could  distract  your  mind ;  and  as  fai  as  your  situation 
and  duty  permit,  observe  more  than  oidinary  silence 
and  recollection. 

Endeavour  to  excite  the  fervour  of  devotion  by  fre- 
quent aspirations ;  such  as,  O  divine  Lord,  prepare 
Come,  Lord,  and  do  not  delay. 


•rty  sold  panielh  after  thee,  0  my  God, 

Immediately  on  your  awaking  in  the  morning,  call 
to  mind  the  happiness  you  expect ;  and  to  animate 
your  fervour,  imagine  your  Angel  Guardian  says  to 
you,  as  an  Angei  formerly  did  to  the  Prophet  Ellas, 
arise  and  eat,  3  Kings  xix.  5.  When  yon  are  dress- 
ing, think  with  holy  fear  of  that  man  who  dared  to 
present  himself  at  the  marriage  feast  without  a  nup- 
tial garment.  Beg  of  God,  as  you  are  accustomed  to 
do  every  morning,  but  wilh  more  than  ordinary  fer- 
vour, not  only  to  restore  to  you  the  garment  of  inno- 
cence which  you  lost,  but  also  to  clothe  you.  with  the 
wedding-robe  of  charity,  that  you  may  be  less  unwor- 
thy ta  appear  before  his  ddviae  Majesty.  When  you 
have  entered  the  chapel,  which  you  should  take  care 
to  do  at  least  half  an  hour  before  the  holy  sacrifice 
commences,  imagine  that  your  heavenly  Father  cornea 
out  to  meet  you,  as  the  Gospel  represents  the  father 
of  the  prodigal  <Md  to  have  done  ;  and  endeavour  ta 
eonceivethe  same  sentiments  of  humility,  contrition, 
snd  confidence,  which  filled  the  breast  of  fiiat  penitent. 
Then  oocupy  yourself  until  Mass  begins,  either  in 
priyingmenlall/,  without  any  set  form  of  words,  or  ia 
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Pra.vbrs  bkfohe  Communion. 
An  offering  of  the  holy  Communion. 
0  DIVINE  Lord  !  T  offer  thee  the  communion  I  am 
about  to  make,  in  union  with  the  superabundant  merits 
of  Jesus  Christ  thy  beloved  Son,  and  the  infinite  lov« 
of  hia  adorable  heart.  In  union  with  the  merits  of  the 
blessed  Virgin,  and  the  ardent  love  of  her  sacred 
heart ;  in  union  with  the  merits  and  love  of  those 
haiipy  Bonis  who  enjoy  thy  glorious  vision  in  heaven, 
and  of  the  just  who  still  live  upon  earth.  0  my  God ! 
I  earnestly  desire  to  approach  to  thee  in  ihia  adora- 
■,,  with  that  lively  faith,  that  profound 


It  love,  with  which  so  many  holy  soula  are 
inflamed,  in  partaking  of  this  sacred  banquet ;  accept 
at  least  my  desire,  and  supply  by  thy  mercy  all  my 
deficiencies.  I  offer  my  Communion,  and  the  adora- 
ble Saoiiiice  at  which  I  am  going  to  assist,  to  render 
Ihee  the  honour  and  glory  which  ate  due  to  thy  in- 
finite Majesty ;  to  satisfy  thy  justice,  which  I  have 
irritated  by  my  sins ;  to  thank  thee  for  the  innumer 
ible  henefils  which  I  have  received  from  thy  liber- 
klity ,  and  to  obtain  from  thy  infinite  mercy  the  graces 
which  are  necessary  for  me,  particularly  the  grace  to 
Bubdue  my  predominant  passion,  and  to  acquire  the 
virtue  in  which  I  am  moat  deficient,  but  especially  the 
grace  of  a  happy  death. 

I  hkewise  offer  my  Communion,  O  merciful  Fa^ 
ther !  in  memory  of  the  Passion  and  Death  of  thy 
dear  Son,  my  divine  Redeemer,  to  enter  into  his  views 
and  designs,  to  accomplish  his  most  holy  will,  to  love 
him  with  more  ardour  and  perfection ;  to  participafa 
in  the  merits  of  his  labours  and  sufferings ;  to  acquire 
his  spirit ;  to  imitate  his  virtues ;  to  model  my  life  od 
his  ;  and  to  make  to  his  adorable  heart  a  public  repa- 
ration for  all  the  sacrilegious  • 
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DM,  md  profanatioTis,  which  are  cnnimitted  ?igatnal 
bim  in  this  auguEt  sacTvnent  of  his  love.  I  otler  It, 
O  God  of  nnbounded  liberality !  to  thank  thee  for  all 
tlis  graces  thou  hast  bestowed  on  mankind,  particu- 
larly for  all  those  thou  hast  confetred  on  thy  blessed 
Mother,  as  likewise  on  the  Angels  and  the  Saints,  es- 
pecially on  my  Angel  Guardian  and  holy  Patron.  1 
offer  it  likewise  for  the  triumph  of  our  holy  religion 
(he  exaltation  of  the  Catholic  Church,  the  conversion 
of  infldela,  heretics,  schismatics,  and  all  those  who  ar* 
in  the  unhappy  state  of  mortal  ain ;  also  for  the  neces- 
Bities  of  my  relatives,  ftiends,  associates,  benefactors, 
and  enemies ;  for  the  perseverance  of  the  just,  the 
comfort  of  the  afflicted,  and  the  deliverance  of  the 
suffering-  souls  in  purgatory.  In  a  word,  for  alt  thosd 
for  whom  I  am  obliged  to  pray ;  and  I  desire  to  enter 
into  all  the  intentions  requisite  for  gaining  the  indul- 
gences which  are  held  forth  by  the  Church  to  worthy 


An  Act  of  Faith. 
Thou  hast  declared,  0  eternal  Truth!  that  thoa 
art  really  present  under  these  lowly  elements,  which 
present  nothing  more  to  my  senses  than  mere  material 
bread !  I  believe  it  most  firmly,  and  require  no  other 
assurance  than  thy  own  divine  words.  Tes,  I  openly 
confess  that  it  is  diou  thyself  I  am  going  to  receive  ; 
thou  who,  bom  for  my  sake  in  a  stable,  Wert  pleased 
to  die  for  me  on  a  cross ;  and  who,  glorious  in  heaven, 
art  siill  concealed  under  these  mysterious  veils,  I  do 
not  desire  to  behold  thee ;  for  were  I  to  touch  thy 
wounds,  and,  like  St.  Thomas,  examine  thy  sacred 
tide,  I  could  not  exclaim  with  more  confidence  thanl 
now  do,  thou  art  my  Lord  and  my  Ood,  John  xs.  39 
Wert  thou  to  speak  to  me  from  this  very  tabernacle, 
thy  voice  would  affect  me  less  than  that  which  ce- 
■oands  in  thy  gospel ;  though  my  senses  te]l  me  the 
•oQtrary,  I  submit  them  entirely  to  the  obedience  df 
faith;  and  were  I  to  die  a  thousand  deaths  in  testi- 
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noni  of  this  truth,  I  remain  immovable  in  this  decia 
rabi^  ;  Thau  art  realli.  a  God  hidden,  a  God  Saviour 
tun.  XX.  /  believe.  Lord ;  kelp  thou  my  ■anbelief 
M.A  a.  33. 

An  Act  of  Fear. 

Perhaps,  0  Lord !  I  am  so  unfortuti!ite  as  to  be 
guilty  of  some  hidden  sins,  which  may  he  an  obstacle 
lo  the  graces  thou  desirest  to  bestow  on  me  1  Perhaps, 
like  Judas,  I  may  giye  thee  the  kiss  of  peace  to-day, 
and  to-morrow  betray  thee  1  In^ead  of  coming  to 
me  as  to  a  fidthful  disciple,  perhaps  thou  approaches! 
me  with  horror  and  indignation,  as  to  a  concealed  ene- 
my ^  How  can  I  answer  for  the  exactness  of  my  con- 
fession, the  fervour  of  my  contrition,  or  the  sincerity 
of  my  resohitiunsi  Is  it  not  custom,  or  human  re- 
spect, that  brings  me  at  present  to  the  foot  of  thy 
altar?  In  renouncing  my  faults,  have  I  not  spared 
some  fiivourite  though  secret  passion  ?  Like  thy  dis- 
ciples, with  the  most  heartfelt  anguish,  I  ask  thee, 
"Is  it  I,  O  Lord?"  But  Judas,  who  was  to  perpetrate 
the  most  abominable  treachery,  proposed  the  same 
question.  Is  not  my  anxiety,  as  his  was,  only  false 
and  apparent!  I  am  terrified,  O  my  God,  at  the 
thought,  and  it  is  to  thyself  I  have  recourse,  to  pre- 
serve me  from  so  shocking  a  profanation.  Is  it  I,  O 
Lord,  is  it  I  who  will  be  guilty  of  sacrilege  ?  No, 
thou  wilt  never  permit  it ;  for  thou  seest  that  I  would 
not  willingly  incur  this  guilt,  and  that  there  is  nothing 
I  dread  more  than  so  great  a  misfortune.  Alter  hav- 
ing been  as  diligent  as  I  could,  1  will  now  rest  entirely 
on  thy  infinite  metcy.  Depart  from  me,  0  Lord,  lie- 
cause  lama  sinful  creature,  Luke  v.  Have  cimrage 
(kild,  thy  sim  are  forgiven  thee,  Matt,  is. 
An  Act  of  CoTiirition. 

Ah,  my  God !  I  am  not  so  happy  as  to  possess  an 
ioooconl  and  pure  heart :  this  thou  alone  canst  create 
it  must  be  the  work  of  thy  all'powerful  grac«.  Alaa 
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I  have  no  trace  of  that  precious  innocente  which 
makes  some  happy  souls  so  aceeplable  in  thy  sight, 
but  at  least  I  hope  that  my  heart  is  truly  contrite  anij 
humble,  and  as  such  that  thou  wilt  not  despise  it,  not 
teject  the  tender  of  its  affections,  O  my  God !  1 
BOTercignly  detest  my  sins,  because  they  are  displeas- 
ing te  Uiy  dirioe  Majesty ;  they  are  always  m  my 
eight,  and  the  bitterness  of  my  regret  serves  as  a  con- 
tinual punishment  for  my  rebellion  against  thy  holy 
law.  Look,  O  Lord !  on  the  face  of  thy  Christ,  thy 
only  beloved  Son,  in  whom  thou  art  well  pleased  ;  re- 
member the  labours  of  his  penitential  life,  the  bitter- 
ness of^his  sacred  paasion,  the  anguish  of  his  igno- 
minious death.  I  oifer  thee  his  mfinite  and  super- 
abundant merits,  that  thou  mayest  mercifully  pardon 
my  crimes,  and  take  not  vengeance  of  my  manifold 
offences.  Ah !  divine  Jesus !  why  cannot  I  partici- 
pate in  that  mortal  anguish  which  overwhelmed  thy 
soul  in  the  Garden  of  Olives,  when  (hou  didst  present 
thyself  to  thy  Eternal  Father  as  a  victim  of  atonement 
to  his  offended  justice  1  1  nnite  my  feeble  sonow  to 
thine,  and  firmly  resolve,  with  thy  divine  assistance, 
to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  fatore  xa- 
lapses,  and  to  suffer  every  affliction  in  e^iation  of 
my  former  transgressions.  Remove  from  me,  O  Lord, 
si!  dangerous  occasions  of  sb,  and  assist  me  with  thy 
powerful  grace ;  should  my  passions  at  any  time  rebel 
against  thy  holy  law,  shorten  my  days  if  necessary, 
and  prevent  by  my  death  the  only  evil  I  dread,  that 
of  offending  thee  mortally.  But,  I  do  not  merely  de- 
test the  grievous  offences  of  my  sinful  life,  I  abhor 
every  thing  that  could  have  displeased  thee  in  il.e 
slightest  degree,  or  that  could  have  impeded  the 
course  of  thy  grace ;  for  thou  art  infinitely  deserving 
of  all  my  love,  and  of  the  utmost  fidelity  in  thy  service, 
]  hope  thou  hast  already  cleansed  my  soul  from  the 
■tain  of  sin  in  the  sacrament  of  penance,  hut  I  desire 
to  become  still  purer  in  thy  sight ;  vouchsafe  then  to 
vathme  yet  more  from  my  iniquity,  and  cleanse  me 


logic 


frnm  my  sin.     Create  a  dean  heart  m  me,  O  God. 
andrenew  a  right  spirit  viitldn  my  hvxiiels,  Ps.  1. 

^n  Act  of  Hope. 
Taon  comest  to  me,  O  my  divine  Redeemer !  thou 
eeeliest  to  l)ecoine  my  guest,  and  to  abide  in  the  inmost 
lecesses  of  my  soul.  What  may  I  not  espect  from 
thy  escessive  goodness  and  mibounded  liberality  1  I 
present  myself  before  thee  with  all  the  confidence 
which  thy  tenderness  inspires.  I  come  on  thy  gra- 
cious invitation,  and  confidently  hope  tjiat  thou  wilt 
enlighten,  comfort,  and  strengthen  me ;  for  art  thon 
not,  O  divine  Lord  i  the  master  of  my  heart!  and 
when  shall  that  heart  be  more  absolutely  under  the  in 
fluence  of  thy  grace,  than  when  thou  shalt  have  taken 
possession  of  it  by  thy  sacramental  presence  1 

An  Act  of  Humility. 
Who  am  I,  O  God  of  glory  and  majesty !  who  am 
I,  that  thou  shouldst  deign  eren  to  look  on  my  unwor- 
thiness  1  Whence  am  f  honoured  with  this  unspeak- 
able favour,  that  my  Lord  and  my  God  should  come 
in  person  to  visit  me  1  How  shall  I,  a  sinner,  a  worm 
of  the  earth,  a  mere  contemptible  nothing,  venture  to 
approach  tlie  God  of  all  sanctity  1  How  shall  I  pre- 
sume to  eat  the  bread  of  angels  *  Ah,  Lord !  I  do  not 
deserve  Ihis  mark  of  thy  predilection,  this  additional 
proof  of  thy  tenderness  and  love.  The  consideration 
of  thy  exalted  greatness  and  my  profound  misery, 
penetrates  me  with  awe  and  confusion.  .  I  have  not 
words  to  express  the  sentiments  of  my  heart.  With 
the  utmost  sincerity,  I  can  only  declare  the  extent  o'' 
my  unworthiness,  and  admire  that  infinite  goodness 
which  induces  thee  to  stoop  to  the  lowest  and  basest 
of  thy  creatures.  0  compassionate  Lord !  thou  know- 
est  all  my  warns,  and  thou  art  desirous  to  relievfi 
them;  for  this  purpose  thou  hast  expressly  invitednie 
to  approach  thy  altar,  and  to  liecome  a  guest  at  thy 
wicred  table.     Behold,  I  come  on  thy  i: 
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AN  ACT  OF  DESIRK— OF  LOVE.  33] 

pieaent  m3^elf  before  thee  with  all  my  nenessitiu 
and  miserieB,  acknowledging  that  I  atn  but  dust  aod 
ashes,  and  infinitely  unworthy  that  thou  shouldat  enter 
under  my  toof.  Whence  is  this  to  me  }  Luke  xL 
^Vhatis  man,  O  Lord,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  or 
the  son  of  man  thai  thau  shouldst  visit  Aim  ?  Pb,  t  iii 

An  Act  of  Desire. 
O  Mv  God,  my  joy,  my  life,  my  tteaaure !  hasten 
the  moment  which  my  heart  desires.  Come,  0  ami- 
able Jesus '  come  and  delay  no  loignr.  Come,  to 
purify,  sanctify,  and  inflame  my  soul.  When  shall  I 
have  the  iiappiness  to  be  truly  thine  *  When,  0  in- 
finite Charity !  shall  I  live  only  by  thee  and  for  thee  1 
Come,  and  work  this  miracle  of  mercy,  in  giving  thy- 
self wholly  and  entirely  to  thy  unworthy  creatu  "^ 
my  sovereign  Beatitude !  disengage  from  this  m 
my  heart  from  the  slavery  of  its  passions  and  vices ; 
adorn  it  with  thy  virtues,  and  extinguish  in  it  every 
other  desire  but  that  of  loving  and  pleasing  thy  divine 
Majesty.  Let  others  sigh  ailer  the  false  enjoyrnents 
of  this  life ;  for  my  pait,  nothing,  without  thee,  in 
heaven  or  on  earth,  sViill  ever  content  the  desires 
which  thou  thyself  hast  excited ;  for  what  have  1  in 
heaven,  and  besides  thee,  what  do  I  desire  on  earth  1 
Lot  me  see  thee,  love  thee,  seek  thee  alone,  O  God 
of  my  heart,  my  consolation,  my  life,  my  happiness, 
and  my  all  1 

An  Act  of  Love, 
O  liiviNK  Jesus  i  the  God  of  my  heart  and  the  life 
of  mj  soul '.  as  the  hart  pants  after  the  fountains  of 
water,  so  does  my  soul  pant  afler  thee,  the  fountain 
of  life,  and  the  ocpan  of  all  good.  I  am  overjoyed  at 
the  happy  tidings,  that  I  am  to  go  into  the  house  of 
ihe  Lord ;  or  rather,  that  our  Lord  is  to  come  and 
take  up  his  abode  under  my  roof  0  happy  moments ! 
when  shall  T  be  admitted  to  the  embraces  of  the  Uv. 
ing  God  1    0  I  come,  divine  Jesus !  and  take  (iiSL 
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if  my  heart  for  ever.     I  offer  it  lo  thoa 

without  reserve,  and  I  desire  to  consecrate  it  to  thee 
eternally ,  I  love  thee  with  my  whole  heart  and  aoui , 
at  least  I  desire  to  love  thee  sovereignly  and  entirely ; 
nothing  less  than  infinite  lave  could  induce  thee  to 
visit  thy  unworthy  creature.  0 1  teach  me  to  .nake 
a  suitable  return  of  lore,  and  to  serve  thee  faithfully 
during  the  remainder  of  my  life. 


A  METHOD  OP  HEARING  MASS 


riSce  sbundanl  ireasgres  of  Brace,  ihere  is  no  meiliocl  mote  effl 
cacloUB  Ihan  lo  untie  oorselves  wllh  Jesu9  Chrlat,  who  isaloiiu 
Dur  FDesl,  Meaisloi.  end  Viclim.  Separaiec]  Sratn  hint,  we  arg 
nothing ;  bul  even  In  the  oyea  of  Goii  lilmseir  ws  are  Irolj  grem 
Vand  wilh  his  beloved  Son.  TJniled  [bus  wllh  Jesus  Chrial, 
coieted  b3  il  weieivilli  hie  raelice,  present  younelf  hefoie  Ihr 
ihione  of  mercy,  saying : 

DiviNB  Jesus !  Mediator  of  the  New  Testament ! 
who  didst  ascend  into  heaven,  lo  appear  in  the  pre- 
sence of  God  for  ns,  (Heb.  ix.  24.)  yet  daily  de- 
Bcendest  on  our  altars,  to  renew  that  sacrifice  by 
which  we  were  all  redeemed,  mercifully  penetrate 
my  heart  with  a  just  sense  of  the  happiness  and  the 
ftdrantage  of  assisting  at  a  sacrifice,  by  which  I  can 
shmidantly  satisfy  the  justice  of  God,  honour  his 
divine  Majesty,  acknowledge  bis  infinite  mercies,  and 
obt^n  the  graces  necessary  for  serving  him  on  earth 
and  enjoying  him  in  heaven.  Permit  me,  0  divihe 
Jesus!  to  asefind  this  new  Calvary  with  thee,  that 
my  whole  soul  may  do  homage  to  the  greatness  of  thy 
majesty;  thai  my  heart,  with  all  its  aifeetiuns,  may 
acknowledge  thy  infinite  love ;  that  my  memory  may 
dwelt  oa  the  ddiririble  mysteries  here  renewed ;  and 
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diat  tlie  sacrifice  of  my  whole  being  may  accoTipaij 
thai  which  thou  art  about  to  offer.  Alas  I  I  ma  an- 
worthjr  to  join  with  thy  mhiister  in  adoring  thee ;  I 
can  neither  feel  the  extent  of  thy  blessings,  nor  ae- 
bnowledge  them  as  I  ardently  desire  to  do ;  but,  0 
Lord  !  be  thou  with  me,  that  by  thee,  and  with  thee, 
I  may  worthily  assist  at  these  tremendous  mvMeriea 

Frimt  the  Gloria  in  excelaia  to  the  Epistle. 

AI  the  Oioria  in  eicelsis  you  may  dovouily  jotn  In  Ihe  prayw 
of  the  Church,  and  ai  ihe  DoniimM  voblsaim  aiid   folfowlng 


Sid  10  Magilaf ent  with  th. 


0  SiVIOUR  of 
that  thou  1  aa 
that  thy  sa  d 
that  thou  a 
a  gift 


bo 


tow  sweet  is  the  hope, 
m  ansgresaions ; 

h  d    h  m  away;  and 
P    d      by  the  most 


Lordt  let  his 
my  Boul,  th      h 

\  fe'e 


h     g    lie 


/  h  h 


With  the  fer- 
myself  at  thy 
rom  thy  own 
of  peace  and 


adorable  lips    h 
mercy ;  let  m        i 
that  thoa  has  p    d  m        pe  ,  and  granted 

me  pardon      A  as       w      li  h        have  neither 

her  humility  nor  her  coatrition,  her  fervour  nor  hei 
love  to  offer ;  but,  0  my  God  I  I  venture  to  say,  that 
my  hopes  are  established  on  still  surer  grounds  tlian 
would  be  those  virtues,  were  I  happy  enough  to 
possess  them.  If  many  sins  were  pardoned  her,  be- 
catise  she  loved  thee  much,  still  greater  eiimes  will 
he  remitted  to  me,  because  thou  hast  infinitely  loved 
me,  a  wretched,  creature.  O  adorable  Jesus  1  ui  thy 
love  and  mercy  I  firmly  trust ;  deign  then  to  do  fo» 
me  what  is  altogether  above  my  strength  and  capaci- 
ty ;  puriiy  luy  soul,  and  prepare  it  for  the  reception 


y ;  puriiy  n: 
>i  thy  life-g: 
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At  the  Epistle  and  Gospel. 
I  iiEC.iEVE,  0  my  God  I  every  article,  proposed  bj 
Ihe  holy  Catholic  Church  to  my  belief;  and  through 
Ihy  grace  I  am  disposed  W  die,  rather  liian  relinqiiiah 
the  precious  gill  of  faith,  which  elevates  me  to  the 
adoptiou  of  the  Sons  of  God,  and  makes  me  heir  and 
joint-heii:  with  Jeans  Christ.  Horn.  viii.  15, 17.  I  he- 
lieve ;  O  divine  Lord !  penetrate  my  heart  and  sou! 
with  the  entire  import  of  these  short  but  oomprehen- 
Bive  words,  and  let  them  produce  one  of  those  pro- 
digies of  grace  and  oonversion,  which  so  often  fol- 
lowed firotrt  similar  confessions.  I  believe  all  thou 
hast  revealed,  without  exception  or  reserve ;  for  thvu 
hast  the  words  of  eternal  Itfe,  and  thou  art  likewise 
ike  way  and  tlte  truth.  St.  John  six.  6.  On  thy 
unerring:  word  I  also  most  firmly  believe  that  thou 
art  really  present  in  the  attest  sacrament  of  which 
I  am  about  to  participate.  0  what  miraeies  are  con- 
tained in  this  sacred  and  ever  adorable  mystery  1  In- 
comprehensible as  they  are,  I  believe  them  all ;  I 
adore  thy  omnipotence,  which  is  a  sufficient  pledge 
of  their  possibility ;  and  thy  boundless  love  proves  to 
me,  in  an  endearing  manner,  that  they  are  real. 
Were  my  faith  as  animated  as  I  hope  it  is  sincere,  my 
heart  would  be  inflamed  at  the  near  approach  of  its 
heavenly  guest,  and  every  movement  of  my  hody  and 
soul  would  be  a  transport  of  gratitude  and  ardent 
love.  Come,  then,  0  Lord !  thou  art  the  God  in 
whom  I  firmly  believe.  Come,  for  thou  art  the  sup- 
port and  term  of  my  hope,  and  thou  art,  by  eseel- 
ieiico,  the  adorable  object  of  my  most  fervent  love. 
Come,  enliven  and  increase  in  my  soul  the  divine 
virtues  infused  therein  on  my  admission  into  the 
bosom  of  thy  Church.  Come,  and  purify  my  bap- 
tismal rube,  that  I  may  present  myself  before  thea 
with  a  nuptial  garment,  and  may  not  deserve  o  be 
eioludad  &om  the  marriage  feast. 
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Reoeive,  0  Lord,  thia  spotless  host,  which  th; 
minister  offers  thee  in  the  name  of  thy  Church.  Re- 
ceive, etf'nal  Majesty !  thia  obktion  of  hreaii  and 
wine,  whjin  will  soon  become  the  body  and  blood  of 
Jeaua  Christ,  who,  to  render  thee  in  the  name  of 
weak  mortals  the  ailoration  thoa  meritest,  rouchsafed 
to  clothe  himself  with  our  miseries — to  heeorae  sus- 
ceptible of  death,  and  to  immolate  himself  daily  on 
our  altars  as  the  precious  victim  of  our  salvation.  O 
omnipotent  Lordl  behold  me  at  thy  feet  loaded  with 
miseries,  and  charged  with  innumerable  debls,  which 
would  overwhelm  me,  were  I  not  provided  by  thyself 
with  a  treasure  of  infinite  value  to  acknowledge  thy 
meroies,  to  satisft  thy  justice,  and  to  obtain  for  my- 
self and  others  the  graces  thou  desirest  to  bestow. 
Animated  with  the  most  lively  confidence  in  the 
merits  of  my  Redeemer,  I  ofier  thee  once  more  his 
sufferings  and  death;  and  I  make  this  offering  for 
the  great  ends  for  wliich  he  instituted  this  adorable 
mystery. — I  offer  thee  this  saered  Victim  to  adore 
Ihee  as  my  God,  to  testify  my  love  for  thee,  my 
sovereign  Benefactor  I  to  thank  thee  for  the  blessings 
thnit  hast  bestowed  on  all  mankind ;  to  implore  thy 
mercy  on  behalf  of  all  those  in  a  dreadful  state  of 
mortal  sin,  and  to  obtain  the  deliverance  of  the  suffer- 
ing souls  in  pur^lory  To  this  offering  I  unite  ar 
unreserved  oblation  of  my  whole  being,  and  I  desire 
to  do  so  with  the  most  generous  and  ardent  love.  I 
conjure  thee,  0  my  God!  by  the  perfect  oblation  of 
my  divine  Saviour  on  the  altar  of  the  cross,  to  par- 
don my  past  ingratitude,  and  to  grant  me  the  inesti- 
mable grace  of  preservation  from  all  mortal  sin. 
But,  O  my  sovereign  Benefactor!  how  shall  I  thank 
'tee  for  the  precious  gilt  of  thy  body  and  blood 
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which  ihus  enables  me  to  satisfy  my  obligation !  I^ii 
gift,  which  the  homs^e  of  angek  and  men  wotJd  bs 
insufficient  to  acknoivledge,  can  only  be  repaid  hj 
itself.  I  then  offer  thee  my  Redeemer  himself,  as  a 
aaijrilice  of  praise,  and  pay  my  vouis  to  Ihce,  (Pa. 
cxv.  18.)  in  union  with  him  in  whom  from  all  eternity 
thou  wert  well  pleased. 

At  the  Preface. 


Permit  not,  0  Lord !  that  my  mind  should  wander 
from  the  consideration  of  the  adorable  mysteries  now 
celebrating  on  this  altar.  Enlighten  my  understand- 
ing, inflame  and  animate  every  ailection  of  my  heart, 
(hat  I  may  be  attentive  to  these  miracles  of  mercy 
and  love.  0  give  me  to  understand  the  breadl/i,  and 
ler^gth,  and  height,  and  depth  (Ephes.  iii.  18.)  of 
that  love  which  will  soon  veil  thy  glories  under  the 
humiliating  fomia  of  bread  and  wine !  O  that  my 
heart  were  penetrated  with  ardent  love,  that  I  might 
be  enabled  to  aclaiowledge  less  unworthily  thy  infi- 
nite greatness  and  bonndless  mercies.  Prostrate  in 
spirit  before  that, throne  of  glory  where  the  cherubim 
and  seraphim,  with  aU  the  heavenly  host,  adore  thy 
awful  Majesty,!  conjure  thee  to  receive  my  homage, 
n  with  the  transports  of  admiration  and  love 


slcan  w  leoTthy  tj  receive  power,  and  divinity,  and 
wisdom,  and  strength,  mid  honour,  and  glory,  and 
ienedictjon,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.  Apoo  v  13. 
From  the  Canon  to  the  Elevation. 
Ah  !  my  God,  why  do  I  not  sigh  for  thy  coming  on 
this  altar,  with  as  much  ardour  as  did  the  ancient  pa- 
Brlaichs  and  prophets ;  with  as  much  pure  desire  as 
thy  Ueaaed  Mother,  the  first  and  most  peifect  adoiei 
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«  my  heait,  soul, 
»as,  in  uniuii  with 
the  admirable  dispositions  of  thy  saints ;  but  partieu- 
lacly  in  unii^n  with  the  love  and  devotion  of  that  in- 
somparable  Virgin,  in  whose  pure  soul,  prepared  by 
(ty  divine  spirit,  end  adorned  with  the  treasures  of 
thy  grace,  Ihou  didst  delight  to  dwell.  I  oiFer  thee, 
to  atone  for  my  coldness  and  tepidity,  her  sacred  heart, 
with  ail  llio  love  with  which  it  ever  was,  and  for  all 
eternity  will  be  animated.  I  offer  thee  her  heavenly 
contemplations,  her  purity,  profound  humility,  and  suf- 
ferings at  the  foot  of  the  cross ;  beseeolir^  thee, 
through  her  intereession,  to  pardon  the  iniquities  uf 
her  unworthy  servant. 

And  *ou,  0  most  sacred  Virgin !  obtain  for  me  a 
share  in  the  holy  dispositions  that  adorned  thy  soul 
from  the  moment  of  thy  immaculata  conceplion ;  since 
1  am  also  destined  for  the  residence  and  sanctuary  of 
a  God.  0  assured  refuge  of  sinners !  I  address  thee 
with  the  most  lively  confidence,  beseeching  thee  to 
obtain  that  I  may  be  worthily  replenished  with  him 
who  was  born  of  thee — with  him  who  is  the  desire 
and  expectation  of  all  nations. 

At  the  Conseciation. 

The  monienls  which  tmmedlBIely  precede  [he  descent  of  our  d[- 

(od  wlihlviVmMlMveiy  senMinsnla  oThunimV.  sdoraUont^oie" 
tni  gTBiiindB. 
Therefore,  while  ell  Tieeien  eOenae  in  sdmlniion  and  rcei-en 

jouprofcuiiJlj-  humlile  yauraelf  Ijeliire  God,  End  with  lively  faith, 

ihe  Hilar";  thai  beins  waahad  away  by  the  tide  of  thai  precious 
bliwd  whtch  willsoun  flow  thereon,  Ihey  maj  be  no  otaslacjBlotho 

0  Jesds  1  brightness  of  eternal  light,  tinspoiled 
miT7  or  o/  God's  Majesty !  {Wisd.  vii.  36.)  my  sove- 
reign Life,  and  only  Good !  thou  art  He  whom  1  have 
so  liiDg,  so  ardent!]'  desired '.  He  whom  I  acknow- 
ledge for  my  Iiord  and  my  God,  and  who  atone  ait 
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worthy  of  the  homage  aiid  adoration  of  mei.  Mid  an- 
gela.  O. Monarch  of  heaven  and  earthi  might;  in 
word  and  work  !  Luke  sxiv.  19.  Verily  thou  art  a 
ladden  God,  the  God  of  Israel,  the  Saviour ;  (Isa. 
xlv.  15.)  but  the  shades  wlueh  conceal  thy  majijstj 
are  those  of  Ihe  tenderest  love. 

O  divine  Jesus!  thou  art  novv  glorified  by  the  ho- 
nt^es  of  numberless  angels  who  invisibly  assist  at 
these  sacred  mysteries.  0  how  should  their  adora- 
tions and  love  confound  and  humble  me.since  it  is  not 
for  them,  but  for  me,  that  thou  art  hidden  and  degra- 
ded on  the  altar!  O  holy  angels!  blessed  spirits ! 
love  and  adore  the  Almighty  for  me,  and  redouble 
your  ardours  to  supply  for  my  insuiBciency. 

ProOT  the  Elevation  to  the  Pater  noeter. 

RowlhalyourSavloiirhimselflspreaBmiiniheaUBr,  eodsavoiii 
wanis  Knrl  miseries  10  liiia,who  deaicea  nothing  aioie  atdendy 

O  ADonABLE  Jesus !  the  happy  moment  is  fast  ap- 
proaching, when  that  sacred  body  which  was  immola- 
ted on  the  cross  will  abide  in  my  heart,  and  that  pre- 
cious blood,  which  was  shed  with  so  much  anguish 
for  my  ransom,  will  be  really  and  truly  applied  as  3 
sovereign  remedy  to  my  soiu.  My  God !  is  it  possi- 
ble that  thou,  whom  the  heavens  cannot  contain,  will 
confine  thy  greatness  within  the  narrow  limits  of  my 
heart ;  that  thou,  before  whom  the  angels  themselves 
are  not  pure,  will  unite  thyself  to  a  soul  like  mine,  dis 
figured  and  defiled  with  innumerable  crimes !  0  Lard, 
with  the  most  sincere  conviction  of  my  wretchedness, 
I  protest  with  the  centurion,  that  [  am  no*  worthy 
thou  shotddst  enter  vnJer  m,y  roof.  St.  Matt,  viii,  8. 
Shalll  then  say  with  St,  Peter:  L<ipart  fromme,  0 
Lord,  for  lama  sinfitl  creature  7  St.  Luke  v.  S 
Shall  I  depart  from  this  sanctuary,  which  I  am  un 
worthy  to  enter,  and  relinquish  that  happiness,  foj 
which  my  soul  sighs,  but  which  I  shall  never  merit! 

Ah!  no,my  divine  Saviour!  I  will  not  leave  thee 
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for  to  whnm  should  I  go, but  to  thee?  Hast  thira  not 
invited  all  thai  labour  and  are  heavy  laden  {St.  Matt. 
is.  38.)  to  approach  thee  1  Therefore,  notwithBtand- 
ingthe  miseries  of  my  soul,  I  come,  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  i/iAouwiif,  Mom  can»(maie  me  dean.  St, 
Matt.  viii.  2.  I  aiu  weak,  but  thou  wilt  be  my  sove- 
reign strength ;  I  am  poor,  but  thou  wilt  adom  my 
Boiil  with  tiie  riches  of  thy  grace :  thon  wilt  destroy 
my  pride,  by  tlie  force  of  thy  profound  humiliations  in 
the  centre  of  my  BonI !  thou  wilt  warm  my  tepidity, 
by  tlie  lire  which  thou  earnest  on  earth  to  enltindle ; 
(St.  Luke  xii,  49.)  thou  wilt  communicate  to  me  thy 
divinity  itself,  tltat  I  may  not  live,  but  that  thou  may- 
est  live  in  me.  Come,  tiien,  O  my  God !  the  desire 
of  the  eaerlasting  hills,  (Gen.  ix.  26.)  the  friend  of 
sinners,  the  commrt  oftiieaSlicteAjt/iehopeofallthe 
ends  of  the  earth,  (Ps.  kiv.  6.)  come  into  my  house, 
and  let  salvation  enter  with  thee;  (St.  Luke  six,  9,) 
come,  that  my  soul,  united  with  thee,  may  mag-nify  ita 
Lord,  and  my  spirit  rejoice  in  God,  my  Saviour, 
Ihid.  i,  46,  47. 

Frmn  the  Pater  noster  to  the  Agnus  Dei. 
At  Ae  Paler  notlirjoa  should  clemully  repeat  (hel  eacred 
pnjer,  in  which  all  oihois  aro  coniaincd,  am)  rejoice  in  ralieciins, 
thai  Fouare  suthorizerl  bj  Chilel  himself  to  address  the  Alniighly 
as  your  Falher.  Truallng,  Iherefore,  In  [he  lendernesB  of  Ms  a^ 
ternal  heaR,  bee  of  him  [0  nourish  you  Ihis  day  nilh  [he  true 

0  Father  of  my  soul,  who  residest  in  the  highest 
heavens,  and  yet  attendest  to  the  wants  of  thy  chil- 
dren on  earth, behold  thy  prodigal  but  repentant  child, 
who  returns  to  thee  penetrated  with  regret  for  evet 
having  sought  to  shake  off  that  yoke,  which  thou  thy- 
self hast  pronounced  to  bo  sv>eet  and  light,  ft  Matt. 
ri.  30.  Pardon  me,  0  my  divine  Benefactor !  for 
Aou  knowest  the  clay  of  which  I  am  formed ;  thou 
rememberest  that  I  am  bnt  dust.  Ps.  c.  11,  14.  For- 

et  my  criminal  abuse  of  thy  mercies,  for  the  sake  of 
im  in  whose  ntme  I  dare  to  address  tiee  as  my  Fa- 


dier,  roy  Fiiend,  and  only  happiness.  0  givemothj 
divine  apirl  t  that  spirit  of  love  and  adoption,  whion 
will  cause  me  to  have  recourse  to  thee  in  ail  my  ne 
cessities.  Give  me  a  docile,  oVedient,  and  submissive 
heart,  that  thy  supremely  just  and  adorable  will  may 
be  the  rule  of  all  my  actions.  But  above  all,  O  divine 
Lord !  give  me  ike  bread  of  life,  the  food  of  immor- 
tality; give  me  thy  divine  Son!  give  me  him  ;'n  whom 
thou  wert  always  well  pleased,  (St.  Matt.  iii.  17.) 
that  being  instructed  by  Ihg  wisdom  and  thy  word,  I 
may  never  deviat*  from  the  respect  andiovedue  from 
a  child  to  the  best  and  most  indulgent  of  fathers. 

Frtmt  iAe  Agnus  Dei  to  the  Communion. 

Thfl  inlerval  belween  ihe  Agnu^Bei  and  Ihe  time  Kir  communl 
Bnljven  your  hope  !u  Him  who  cflmes  lo  uKs  ana/  ;oui  oHencsi 
Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the 
world !  let  me  not  be  excluded  from  a  share  in  tliy 
universal  mercies.  Cleanse  and  purify  my  soul ; 
adorn  it,  I  entreat  thee,  with  those  virtues  wluch  will 
render  me  less  unworthy  of  participating'  in  the  food 

0  adorable  Jesus!  I  am,  it  is  true,  wretched  ana 
unworthy ;  but  hast  thou  not  denominated  thyself  the 
Father  of  the  poor ;  and  shall  not  that  endearing  titla 
encourage  me  to  recur  to  thee,  as  to  my  Father,  and 
the  best  of  friends  1  Yes,  my  God,  I  will  go  ^thee, 
for  thou  well  knowest,  that  had  I  the  heavens  and  the 
earth  at  mydispceal,  I  would  sacrifice  all,  rather  than 
forego  the  happiness  I  am  now  going  to  enjoy.  What 
have  I  in  heaven,  and  beside  thee  what  do  I  desire 
uponeoTlhi  T%m  art  the  God  of  my  heart,  emd  the 
God  tha.ismyporti(m  for  ever.     Pa.  Ixxii.  35, 26, 

0  amiable  Virgin !  tiiou  who  art  styled  by  excel- 
ence  Blessed  among  women,  show  thyself  now  n^ 
tender  laother  and  powerful  advocate ;  obtain  foi  im 
the  grace  to  receive  with  faith,  purity,  fervour,  uid 
buraility,  the  divine  object  of  thy  ardent  love 
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Blessed  spnita !  you  who  unceaBingly  attend,  love, 
and  adore  the  Almighty  Being  I  am  about  to  recehe, 
intercede  for  me  at  this  awful  moment,  and  supply  by 

four  ardent  charity  for  the  tender  devotion  «ith  whioli 
would  wish  to  reeewe  my  Redeemer  tmder  my  roof. 

At  the  Confiteor. 


hollneeB.    HumbW  acknowledging  and  Blncerelf  deusUncIheni, 
join  ill  Ihe  ainJilehT,  and  endesvoui,  in  [he  spirit  af  b<t.nia\t,  and 

or  Imperfection. 

O  DivmB  Redeemer  of  my  soul !  into  thy  sacred 
heart  I  cast  all  my  offences ;  they  are  not  more  nume- 
tous  than  thy  mercies,  nor  can  theyequalthe  tender- 
ness of  that  lore  which  invites  me  to  receive  thee. 

O  Jesus !  veiled  as  thou  art,  I  acknowledge  thee 
for  my  Lord  and  my  God ;  I  adore  thee  with  all  the 
Dowors  of  my  sou],  and  I  fervently  love  thee  with  my 
whole  heart. 

From  the  Communion  to  the  End  of  Mass. 
After  having  hecnniE  [he  living  lemple  of  the  Divinily,  yon 
Hhoutd  remain  fbr  some  momenu  proecreu  89  ll  vrere  allhe  sacred 
(eel  Dfyour  divine  Lord.  Peoelraled  with  the  prolband  adoration 
and  reepBcl  which  shonirt  tea  all  from  the  pteBonoe  of  the  iliniahiT, 
produce  occasional  ehocl  acts  of  flillh,  hope,  graltlude.  and  pnnci- 

•uggest,  or  elae  by  Ihe  following  ptayete. 

0  DIVINE  Lord  !  thou  hast  at  length  satisfied  the 
earnest  desires  of  my  heart.  I  possess  thee,  I  emhrapa 
thee ;  0  make  me  entirely  thine. 

O  Jesus!  thou  who  constitutest  the  happiness  of 
t.^ie  b'essed  !  is  it  possible  that  thou  art  at  thb  moment 
preseni  in  my  heart!  Yes,  I  firmly  believe  that  1 
possess  thee,  with  all  the  treasure  of  thy  merits, 

O  most  sacred  Viigin !  who  so  long  bore  and  so 
fervently  loved  the  God  I  now  possess,  praise  and 
magnify  his  goodness.  Offer  him  for  me  those  joya 
whjcb  filled  thy  pme  soul  at  the  moment  of  his  incar- 

ai 
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nation  in  tti;  sacred  womb,  anH  assist  me  to  mak« 
Bome  return  for  his  unbounded  mercies. 

Remember,  OdivineLord!  thatone  visit  from  thee 
would  suffice  to  sanctity  ttie  greatest  sinner  :  perinil 
not  tlien  that  I  sIiouM  receive  thee  in  vain  :  let  not 
thy  precious  blood  fall  on  my  heart,  without  producing 
therein  the  fruits  of  firtue  thou  hast  so  long  expected. 
O  take  me  out  of  life  this  moment,  rather  than  permit 
me  to  relapse  into  sin. 

Adorable  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth !  thou  heboid  est 
in  my  heart  thy  beloved  Son ;  he  is  ail  mine ;  his 
abundant  merits  belong  to  me  at  this  moment.  I  ofTei 
them  to  thee,  0  my  God '.  and  in  return  T  ask  for  the 
moat  ardent  love,  smcere  humility,  and  above  all,  the 
grace  never  to  offend  thee  by  any  mortal  sin. 


Devout  Prayers  after  Communion. 
I  BiiTUHN  thee  my  most  fervent  thanks,  O  amisble 
Jeaus !  for  the  blessing  I  now  enjoy ;  I  praise  and 
glorify  thee  with  al!  my  soul,  for  the  numberless  fa- 
vours I  have  received  from  thy  goodness  and  libe- 
rality. I  adore  thee  now  reposing  in  my  breast,  0  my 
God,  and  my  All  \  a  thousand  times  welcome  !  O 
most  gracious  Lord  Jesus  Christ !  how  sweet,  mild, 
and  merciful,  art  thou  to  all  thosa  who  invoke  thea : 
for  when  I  hadno  being,  thou  didst  create  me;  when 
I  was  thy  enemy,thou  earnest  from  heaven  to  redeem 
me ;  and  becaose  without  thee  I  was  helpless,  thou 
hast  given  me  thy  sacraments,  with  numberless 
graces,  to  fortify  my  weakness,  and  facilitate  my  sal- 
vation ;  but  to  crown  all  thy  favours,  thou  givest  me 
thy  own  body  and  blood  for  the  nonrishment  of  my 
ioul.  Thou  shouldsl  retire  from  me,  because  I  am 
Bsinful  creature, — dust  and  ashes, — the  destined  food 
of  worms;  —yet  thou  comest  expressly  to  visit  me 
•od  take  possession  of  my  whole  sonl      0  Lord,  nijf 
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[iod,haw  wonderful  is  thy  name  throughout  the  ea'ih! 
What  return  shall  I  make  to  the  Ijord  for  all  lie  lias 
given  to  me  1  0  that  thou  wouldsl  fii!  my  lips  with 
praises,  that  all  the  days  of  my  life  I  may  sing  forlii 
thy  glory,  and  celebrate  thy  wonderful  works. 

BlesB  my  God  for  me,  0  ye  Angela  and  Saints ; 
hank  my  Lotd  for  me ;  love  my  Jesus  for  me ;  and 
sing  forth  his  praises  to  supply  for  my  deficiency.  0 
Beauty  evei  ancient  and  ever  new!  Too  late  hasel 
known  thee,  too  late  have  I  loved  ihee.  When  shall 
the  time  come,  that,  disgusted  with  all  earthly  things, 
I  shall  seek  my  happiness  in  thee  alone,  and  find  rest 
U>  my  soul  ^  O  heavenly  manna !  0  adorable  Hacra- 
ment !  0  inestimable  pledge  of  God's  love  to  man- 
kind !  0  standing  memorial  of  Christ's  passion  and 
death!  0  inexhaustible  fountain  of  divine  grace !  0 
boundless  mercy !  0  divine  charity !  0  sacred  fire 
aver  bunting  and  never  decaying !  Hail,  0  merciful 
Jesus !  my  only  happiness  and  delight ! .  the  joy  of  m^ 
soul,  and  my  portion  for  ever !  May  my  soal  be  sensi- 
ble of  thy  adorable  presence,  and  may  I  taste  how 
soverei™ly  sweet  thou  art  in  the  sacrament  of  thy 
love.  Purify  ray  heart,  O  divine  Lordl  from  the 
dross  of  all  earthly  affections ;  enable  me  to  curb  my 
vtcions  inclinations,  and  to  withstand  Uie  dangerous 
attacks  of  nly  infernal  enemy — deign  to  bestow  on  me 
those  virtues  that  will  render  me  pleasing  in  Ihy  sight, 
particularly  ardent  charily,  profound  humility,  heroic 
patience,  and  perfect  obedience.  0 1  may  I  prove 
the  extent  of  ray  gratitude  by  the  most  constant  fidelity 
in  thy  service,  and  may  I  rather  die  than  ever  again 
offend  thee  by  any  mortal  sin. 

0  that  I  could  have  the  happiness  of  seebg  thea 
loved  and  faithfully  served  by  ail  creatures.  ^  ouch- 
safe  to  let  the  light  of  thy  countenance  shine  upon 
Ihoae  who  are  in  the  darkness  of  infidelity ;  and  dispel 
their  errors,  that  they  may  embrace  the  truth,  and 
faithfully  practise  all  it  requires.  Grant  peace  and 
■iiion  Ui  all  Christian  Princes,  and  preserve  us  from 
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Ae  dreaJfuI  Bcnnrsrea  of  war,  famine,  and  pestilence 
Convert  all  tl.oae  who  are  in  the  unhappy  state  of 
moittj  ain,  aiid  reconcile  those  who  are  at  varlajice. 
HavB  mere  i  on  my  parents,  friends,  benefactors,  and 
enemies,  and  mercifnlly  grant  them  all  the  graces 
they  stand  in  need  of.  Reiorm  a!l  abuses,  and  remove 
all  scandals  from  thy  Church.  Comfort  all  that  are 
under  any  affliction,  sickness,  or  violence  of  pain. 
Suppoit  those  who  are  under  temptation ;  protect  such 
as  are  in  danger ;  and  grant  the  grace  of  a  happy  death 
to  all  those  who  are  in  their  last  agony.  Extend  thy 
merey  likewise  to  the  souls  of  sH  the  faithful  depart- 
ed, and  mercifully  admit  them  to  the  enjoyment  of 
thy  eternal  glory.  Grant  to  us  all  relict  in  our  re- 
spective necessities,  remission  of  ali  our  sins,  the 
grace  of  final  perseverance,  and  life  ererlaatiiiji, 
Amen. 

A  rt  Act  of  Adoration. 
[JsDKR  these  sacred  veils,  where  thy  love  for  man 
conceals  the  splendour  of  tliy  Majesty,  I  most  hum- 
bly adore  thee,  0  Almighty  God.  The  grandeur  of 
Ihe  heavens  is  as  nothing  in  thy  eight ;  they  shall 
perish,  but  thou  shalt  remain  for  overl  The  earth 
thou  hast  poised  in  thy  hand,  the  ocean  b  before  the« 
but  as  a  drop  of  water ;  all  nature  bends  and  trem- 
bles in  thy  presence.  How  then  shall  I  extol  thee, 
immortal  King  of  Angels!  What  homage  can  I 
give,  proportirmed  to  thy  greatness!  Thou  a 
perfect  image  of  thy  eternal  Father's  subsi 
thou  art  the  splendour  of  his  glory !  Thoa  art  his 
powerful  word,  supportiiig  all  things ;  thee  he  hath 
seated  at  his  right  hand.  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for 
ever  and  ever ;  a  sceptre  of  justice  is  the  sceptre  of 
ihy  reign.  I  bow  before  thy  sacred  Majesty  ;  I  ac- 
knowledge, with  the  sineerest  gratitade,  that  thou 
art  my  Redeemer,  my  Creator  and  the  supreme 
Arbiter  of  my  eternal  destiny,  t  desire  to  humbl* 
mvaelf  as  profoundly  for  thy  sake,  as  thou  ail  hum' 
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bled  for  my  loie  in  the  centre  of  my  soul ;  and  to 

consecrate  to  the  glory  of  thy  name  the  whole  extent 
of  my  being. 

An  Act  of  Oblation. 
When  I  reflect,  0  my  God  !  on  the  iiinumerabje 
blessings  and  favours  thou  hast  heaped  on  me,  from 
the  first  moment  of  my  exislenee  to  the  present 
hoar,  I  am  penetrated  with  confusion ;  and  my  heart, 
overpo^ve^ed  with  gratitude  and  love,  is  unable  to 
express  what  I  feel.  I  am  surrounded  on  all  sides 
with  thy  benefite  ;  it  is  thou  thyself  who  loyest  and 
servese  me  in  the  creatures  that  minister  to  my 
wants  :  those  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  my  exist- 
ence, and  who  give  me  such  proofs  of  their  tender- 
ness, are  but  the  instramenJs  of  Ihy  providence,  and 
the  channel  of  thy  mercies  on  ray  behalf.  Thou  art 
not  only  the  God  of  the  Universe,  thou  art  also,  in  a 
special  manner,  a  God  to  me ;  so  interested  art  thou 
in  all  that  concerns  my  welfare,  that  thy  attention 
seems  to  be  fixed  on  me  alone.  Thou  hast  given 
me  all  that  I  am,  and  even  all  that  thou  art  thyself. 
I  can  call  thee,  with  as  much  reason  as  David  could, 
the  God  of  my  salvation  and  my  mercy ;  my  refuge 
and  my  support;  my  treasure  and  my  inheritance. 
What  do  I  say  *  Dost  thou  not  deign  at  present  to 
become  my  nourishment,  to  incorporate  thyself  with 
my  Tery  substance,  that  I  may  know  the  extent  of 
thy  love,  and  possess  within  my  breast  a  pledge  of 
eternal  life  ?  How  great,  then,  will  he  my  ingra:ti- 
tude,  if  henceforward  I  do  not  endeavour,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  ability,  to  correspond  with  this  infinite 
love,  this  marked  predilection !  0  my  God  !  may 
1  never  be  unmindful  of  thy  favours — may  my  right 
hand  be  forgotten,  and  my  tongue  cleave  to  iny  mouth, 
if  ever  I  neglect  to  extol  thy  mercies !  But  how 
shall  I,  a  wretched,  miserable  creature,  make  thee  a 
■uitable  return  for  all  thou  hast  dime  for  me  ?  In 
myself  1  have  nothing ;  but  do  1  not  possess,  in  th« 
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invalnAble  gift  I  have  just  Teceived,  an  ftdeqasta 
thanksgiving — an  offering  woithy  of  thy  eupreraa 
greatness  ?  Accept  then,  O  omnipotent  Lord,  the 
uninterrupted,  praise  and  thanksgivings  wluch  thy 
dear  Son  offeied  thee  from  the  moment  of  liis  in- 
catnation  to  the  close  of  his  mortal  life ;  parti- 
cularly at  the  institation  of  this  sacrament,  when 
fully  sensible  of  our  weaioesa,  and  of  the  infinite 
value  of  the  benelita  then  bestowed,  he  raised  his 
eyes  to  thee,  0  omnipotent  Father !  and  in  our  name 
gave  thanks.  The  sacrifice  of  ray  whole  being  is 
not  worthy  to  be  presented  lo  thee ;  but'  in  offering 
thee  to  thyself,  I  look  on  ray  debts  as  abundantly 
discharged.  May  thy  infinite  mercies  be  for  ever 
eialted,  for  having  given  me  so  excellent  a  means 
of  repaying,  in  some  manner,  all  the  obligations  I 
have  contracted  towards  thy  justice  as  well  as  tliT 
merey. 


A  METHOD  OF  HEARING  MASS 


At  the  Commencement  of  the  Mass. 

ncDor  aJkiva  which  God  cooJd  bestow  on  hia  creuLura,  uideaTour 
Id  lesdr;  the  lirsl;  gredtuda  wblch  should  penetrsle  your  souL 
For  this  puipoae  TOO  could  do  nothing  betlsr,  ornorg  sccerubls 
ID  God,  then  id  assist 'hosw  at  the  adorahia  sscriflcc ;  thus  offeiiDg 
to  the  Almighty  the  anlrTicUiaof  thsiikegiilng  piopoidanad  to 
tie  heneHt  yea  have  nceived. 

0  DIVINE  Jbsus!  I  posisess  thee  now;  thou  thy- 
self, omnipotent  as  thou  art,  can  give  me  nothing 
more  estimable,  more  precious,  O  my  God  !  how 
canst  thou  possibly  endure  thy  present  habitation,  hi 
more  wietched  than  the  stable  in  which  thou  weit 
bomt — how  canst  thou  remain  with  a  soul  so  un- 
grateful, eti  tepid,  and,  even  at  this  moment,  so  little 
MDOtraleJ  wiUi  a  sense  of  thy  divine  preaenoe  !     0 
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God !  how  hast  thov,  multiplied  thy  mercies  in  faroiiT 
of  thy  least   deserving  creature]     Siiould  pot  thn 


pxofcion  of  thy  benefita  terrify  me,  when  I  consider 
my  poverty,  misery,  and  inability  to  acknowledge  at 
repay  them  \  Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  O  divine 
Benefactor  of  my  soul !  when  was  I  ever  so  rich  as 
at  present?  Convmoed,  then,  of  my  persona!  indi- 
gence, yet  filled  with  gratitude  tor  the  dignity  to 
which  I  am  raised  by  the  union  I  have  contracted 
with  my  Redeemer,  1  will  again  offer  thee,  0  King 
of  heaven  and  earth !  a  victim  of  thanksgiving  pro- 
portioned to  thy  gifts ;  I  will  offer  thee  a  host  of 
praise,  immolated  not  only  on  thia  altar,  but  in  the 
midst  of  my  heart. 

And  thou,  0  Jesus !  aweei  and  mild,  atid  plenteoiu 
tn  mercy,  {Ps.  xxxv.)  give  ear  to  mv  earnest  peti- 
tion; let  me  be  now  bo  cloBely  united  to  thee,  that  I 
may  become  one  with  thee ;  create  within  me  that 
humble,  meek,  and  fervent  heart,  which  will  make 
me  pleasing  and  acceptable  in  thy  sight;  let  thy  di- 
vine presence  fill  my  soul  with  consolation  and  peace, 
and  let  thy  mercies  be  now  upon  me.  according  to  the 
hope  I  hove  placed  in  thee. 

At  the  Gloria  in  excelsis. 
Yon  mav  (biTenlir  renesl  Ihe  eisria  in  e-ircelsia,  a  pra;ei 

10  gite  glorj  lo  Goil,  not  only  on  iaeh"bul°aim  "rcBiJing  wlThin 
jour  breaal. 

0  God  of  my  soul !  worthy  and  adorable  object 
of  the  praise  and  benediction  of  all  creatures  1  permit 
me  to  sing  to  thee  a  new  canticle,  because  in  my 
fiivour  thou  hast  done  wortderfid  things.  (Ps.  xcvii. 
I.)  Permit  me  to  bless  thy  adorable  name,  because 
thou  art  good,  and  thy  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  In 
union  with  him  who  is  the  splendour  of  thy  glory, 
andikefigmv  of  thy  ^stance,  (Heb.  i.  3.)  I  praise 
thee,  I  bless  thee,  I  adore  thee,  and  rejoice  in  all 
that  glory,  that  felicity,  which  is  essential  to  thyself, 
■nd  which  the  ingratitude  of  thy  creatures  can  novel 
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leesen.     Why  cannot  1  e  ttol  thy  goiidueBs  with  lip* 

Eurified  as  were  those  of  thy  Prophet  ?  Why  cannol 
,  O  Jesus !  residing  in  my  heart !  hum  with  the 
ardours  which  consumed  the  heavenly  spirits  who 
first  Bung  the  praises  of  thy  hidden  majesty  ^  More 
ardont,  though  infinitely  less  favonred  than  I  am,  they 
proclaimed  with  joy  th^  bleasinga  thou  wert  come  to 
scatter  on  earth,  O  that  I  had  the  hearts,  the  voieea 
of  men  and  angels,  to  thtuik  thee  for  those  with 
which  thy  coming  this  day  has  enriched  me.  0 
King  of  Peace  !  reign  in  my  soul  and  let  thy  do- 
minion be  absolute  over  ail  its  powers,  affections, 
desires,  and  movements  Let  my  perverse  itiolina- 
lions  become  submissive  to  the  orders  of  thy  amiable 
providence,  that  1  may  have  no  will  but  thine,  no 
pursuit  but  that  of  pleasing  thee  ;  and  no  desire  but 
that  of  enjoying  thee  eternally. 

At  the  Gospel. 

iDiRKlne  Ton  heiit  the  voice  of  tlio  Elernal  Falhsr,  saying  i  T&tt 

Umy  bdovfm  Bon,  htartjehlm.  Si.  Mnu.  ivli.  5.    Llsun  with  do- 

apnsllei,  ho  baa  comn  ibia  day  In  peiEon  10  leach  and  enlighlen 

0  ETERNAL  THUTB !  how  happv  31^  thosB  who  listcn 
»i  thy  divine  inspirations,  who  hide  thy  words  in  their 
hearts,  that  they  may  never  sin  against  thee.  (Ps. 
oxviii.  11.)  0  that  my  ways  may  be  henceforth  dx- 
Tected  to  keep  Ihy  jjistifications.  {Ihid.  ver.  5  )  0 
thai  I  may  this  day  learn  from  thy  own  ips,  that  true 
life  consists  in  knowing  and  loving  thee  alone.  Eter- 
nal wisdom,  proceeding  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Most 
High !  my  heart  is  at  fiiis  moment  thy  throne  and  thy 
possession ;  teach  me  to  practise  the  virtues  of  hu- 
mility, charity,  and  obedience.  But,  alas  divine 
Jeaus  1  I  deserve  not  thy  heavenly  lessons,  I  am  un- 
worthy that  thou  shouldst  speak  to  my  soul,  for  1  have 
oflen  transgressed  thy  law,  tram  j  led  on  lliy  graces 
NiJd  dighted  thy  inspirations.     I  have  gone  astray 


s4g 

friHn  thee  like  a  sheep  that  was  lost ;  but,  0  cliarita 
We  Pastor !  seek  thy  servant,  because,  amia  all  hit 
wanderings,  1  have  never  forgotten  thy  command- 
ments ,  (ibid.  ver.  176.)  I  have  never  ceased  to  ac- 
knowledge thee  for  my  God,  my  Redeemer,  my 
heaienly  Guide.  O  had  1  Bed  from  sin  with  the 
horrnr  it  la  calculated  to  inspire — had  I  valaed  as  I 
ought,  the  graces  which  were  purchased  for  me  by 
thy  precious  blood,  how  near  should  I  be  Co  thee  at 
this  moment ;  how  pleasing  would  my  soul  be  in  thy 
sight,  how  deal  would  it  be  to  thy  merciful  heart ',  O 
my  God!  the  hope  and  salvation  ot  those  who  trust 
in  thee !  enlighten  my  darkness,  thai  I  may  knoio  thy 
testim<niiei,foT  I  kaoe  inclined  my  heart  to  keep  them 
forever.     (u,\.i.) 

At  theOSerVay. 


0  ADORABLE  Jescs  !  how  msetisible  should  I  be  to 
my  own  eternal  and  temporal  welfare,  did  I  refuse  my 
heart  to  thee,  for  whom  it  was  created,  and  who  alone 
can  satisfy  its  desires!  Yet,  my  God!  in  offering  thee 
all  (hat  I  have,  what  do  1  present  f — A  soul,  redeemed 
indeed  by  thy  precious  blood,  but  stained  with  such 
sina  as  should  render  it  hateful  in  thy  sight ;  an  un- 
grateful heart,  which  thou  bast  repeatedly  demanded, 
but  which  I  have  so  long  refused.  0  my  God  !  canst 
thou  accept  now  a  gifi  which  tby  mercy  alone  could 
have  caused  thee  to  require  1  Yes,  divine  Jesus ! 
tbou  wilt  now  accept  my  offering,  for  I  present  it  to 
thee,  not  as  my  heart,  but  as  (Ay  sanctuary :  not  sin- 
gle, bat  incorporated  with  thee  by  as  strict  a  union  as 
a  God  can  contract  with  hia  creature.  0  most  mer- 
ciful Lord !  do  thou  crown  all  thy  mercies,  by  be- 
stowing on  me  that  humble,  contrite  heart,  which  is 
Iha  only  offering  then  desireat  to  receive  from  thy 
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0  divine  Lord !  assisted  by  that  fftaue 
which  I  have  this  day  abundantly  received,  i  now 
make  thee  a  free  oblation  of  my  whole  being,  which 
1  am  determined  never  more  to  reclaim. 

At  the  Preface. 

Emet  [nui  the  ejritil  orih«  Church,  ssH,  in  union  with  Ibe  mln 

O  Kins  of  heaven  and  earth !  thou  art  he,  whoss 
greatness  and  whose  majesty  no  created  intelligence 
can  ever  comprehend,  and  whose  amiable  perfections 
no  human  heart  can  ever  sufficiently  love  \  how  then 
shall  1  presume  to  appear  before  thee  1  how  shall  1 
pronounce  thai  sacred  name  I  am  so  unworthy  to 
utter  ?  Tet,  my  God,  permit  me,  for  the  sake  of  the 
adorable  Victim  I  have  received,  to  offer  thee  my 
most  fervent  adoration,  in  union  with  the  angels  whc 
surround  this  altar ;  or  rather,  itL_  union  with  the  ac- 

jtabie  adorations  of  my  divint 

Holies,  the  Lord  of  Angels ! 

By  thee,  0  greatHigk  Prieal,  who  hath  penetra- 
ted  tlie  heavens,  (Heb.  iv.  14.)  I  can  join  worthily  in 
the  praises  which  resound  in  the  heavenly  Jerusa- 
lem !  Thou  art  come  to  me  this  day  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord.  Blessed  for  ever  be  that  iniinite  mercy 
which  is  come  to  pardon  me  ;  biessed  be  that  inve, 
which  is  come  to  mflame  nie  ;  blessed  be  that  libe- 
rality, which  is  come  to  enrich  me.  O  Son  of  David ! 
Son  of  the  Most  High  Godl  may  never-ending  Ho- 
sftnnas  celebrate  thy  mercies  leaped  on  me ;  and  may 
f,  through  thy  infinite  goodness,  one  day  join  in  the 
Tiraise  which  will  ascend  before  thy  tlu;one  fti  al^ 
eternity. 

At  the  Canon. 

jli  ihiB  aolemn  pari  of  ihe  Maaa,  let  the  cimadera\oD  of  the  lov* 
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downhla  \l(e  focibsai. 

0  DmsE  .Tesos!  fi.e  Redeemer  of  all  mankind! 
who  art  come  U>  save  even  those  wjio  wero  lost ! 
whose  adorable  blood  was  shed  for  many  to  the  fs- 
iniasion  of  sins !  deign  to  listen  to  the  prayers  I  now 
affer,  not  for  myself  alone,  but  for  the  great  family  of 
Tiankiod  whose  Creator,  Lord ,  and  Sovereig'n  Mastei 
'hou  art ; — permit  nie  to  offer  my  supplications  for 
the  pi;ace  and  proBperily  of  thtit  Holy,  Catholic,  and 
Apostolic  Church,  which  was  founded  on  thy  unerring 
word,  established  by  thy  miracles,  enriched  by  thy 
merits,  and  peopled  by  thy  sainta ; — of  that  Church, 
whose  unworthy  child  I  am,  in  whose  hosom,  throug-h 
thy  grace,  I  resolve  to  live  and  to  die  ; — that  Church, 
whioh  has  this  day  imparted  to  me  her  most  precious 
treasure,  in  giving  me  the  adorable  body  and  blood  of 
her  heavenly  Spouse. 

0  my  God !  bless,  Banctify,  and  protect  the  Pope, 
thy  representative  on  earth;  have  mercy  on  the 
Bishops,  Priests,  and  all  who  labour  in  thy  vineyard ; 
animate  them  with  zeal  for  the  salvation  of  souls, 
who  are  the  purchase  of  thy  blood ;  give  them  pru- 
dence, peraeveranoe,  humility,  and  patience ;  inflame 
their  hearts  withtiat  ardent  zeal  which  consumed  thy 
holy  Apostles.  Render  their  lives  as  holy  as  the  law 
they  inculcate ;  make  them  all  according  to  thy  own 
divme  heait,  and  let  their  light  so  shine  before  men, 
that  they,  seeing  their  good  works,  may  glorify  their 
Father  who  is  in  heaven,  (St.  Matt.  \.  IQ.)  O  ay 
r  thai  iJiAirA  M  firtiHtaMe  to  mvuRLK 


I  I  seek  not  that  which  ts  prqfitaUe  to  myself, 
but  to  many,  thai  they  may  he  saved  i  (1  Cor.  x.  33.) 
therefore  (most  earnestly  conjure  thee  to  show  forth 
the  riches  of  thy  infinite  mercy,  by  pardoning  those 
who  are  in  the  dreadful  state  of  mortal  sin.  Thou  art 
llie  Lamb  that  was  slain,  and  hast  thou  not  redeemed 
us  to  Gad  in  thy  blood,  out  of  eveiij  tribe,  and  tongtie, 
and  people,  andnatipn,  and  hast  made  ns  tti  "ur  God  s 
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langdom.  (Apoe.  t.  0,  10.)  Let  none  then  lie  ssr- 
cludftd  from  that  navinf;  faith,  whicli  is  the  only  aui« 
roiid  to  thee  ;^et  all  hear  thy  voice,  0  goorl  Pastor 
of  our  Boula !  that  all  may  follow  thee,  and  1st  iJieie 
be  but  one  shMpfold  and  one  Shepherd.  Permit  me 
also,  adorable  Jesus !  to  implore  thy  mercy  on  all  who, 
having  received  from,  thee  the  preoioua  gift  of  faith, 
have  suffered  the  light  to  become  darkness  in  their 
hearts.  0  Lord,  forgive  them,  fru  tliey  know  not 
wliat  they  do  ;  cunvert  them,  and  thoj  sliall  be  con- 
verted ;  teach  them,  before  it  be  too  late,  that  Ikeyare 
creaieJ  to  love  and  serve  thee  alone,  and  let  that  im- 
portaiit  truth  be  so  deeply  impressed  on  their  hearts, 
that  they  may  sincerely  return  to  thylove  and  service 

At  the  Eleration. 

Iiuplora  at  lliis  Bwfiil  momenl,  thai  Liveiy  feilh  which  will  ena- 

nol  onW  on'thii  Jiar,  but  In  the  caiilro  of  your  Uveas!.    Chooeing 

Rsileeide^r.aDddi/cbselo&im'sn  [he  desires  Bad  necssaliles  of 
yogr  aoul. 

0  DiVME  Lord  !  by  ivhat  miracle  of  mercy  do  I 
again  behold  thee  on  this  altar  1  Ah  !  my  God ! 
when  wilt  thou  set  bounds  to  that  love  which  is  so 
often  abused  t  when  wilt  thou  shield  thy  too  often 
slighted  Majesty  ftom  the  insults  it  receives  in  tliia 
meffable  mystery  ^  0 !  that  I  could  repair  them  all 
in  this  roonieat  by  the  sacriUce  of  ten  thousand  lives ! 
O !  divina  Jesus  !  how  true  it  is,  that  thy  delight  is 
to  iewith  the  children  of  men  f  (Prov.,viii.  31.)  foe 
though  thy  eternal  throne  is  surrounded  by  heavenly 
spirits,  who  adore  thae  as  a  God  of  infinite  majesty, 
and  who  love  thee  as  the  aonrce  of  infinite  guodness 
itself;  yet  tliou  bowest  the  very  heavens  to  come  un 
this  altar,  and  even  into  the  wietohed  mansion  of  my 
caul,  I  need  not  then  ascend  to  heaven  to  find  thee, 
O  Lord;  I  need  not  even  seek  thee  on  Uiia  altar,  fm 
in  this  happy  moment  I  enjoy  thy  sauramental  pre- 
seoce.     0  divine  Lord !  what  groat  things  liaat  thoB 
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done  in  my  soul !  But,  rny  God !  what  can  !«  the 
reason  that  1  am  so  Uttle  sensible  of  thy  adorable 
presence  1  How  is  it  possible  that  1  conceal  firo  in 
my  bosom,  and  yet  do  not  iiuni?  [Prov.  vii.  27.) 
Why  am  I  so  slothful  and  tepid,  when  I  possess  iu 
my  aoul  the  principle  of  life  1  Alas  !  how  little  re- 
turn of  gratitude  hast  thou  ever  met  in  my  heart  !■ — 
Dut,  my  God,  what  can  resist  theeT  Hast  thou  not 
often  triumphed  over  hearts  equal  even  iu  malice  to 
miue  1  Do,  then,  I  conjure  thee,  that  for  which  thou 
art  come ;  transform  ma  into  thyself,  and  let  me  ex- 
perience the  effect  of  the  petition  thou  didst  deign  to 
make  on  out  behalf,  viz.  that  we  should  be  one  with 
thee,  as  thou  and  thy  heavenly  Father  art  one,  (St 
/cAraxTii.  31.) 


At  the  second  Memento. 
Fid  xohrtlBetime  Ihaaght  U  pray  Jn 
mttS  tnm  Iheir  »r«» ;  (2  Mac.  1 
xeWsnui  ibe  bliaa  of 

of  ihfi  Mosi'Hlgh,  1 


lAa^lij  ropas,  ba- 
le inKieaioflhelr 

0  Almicihtt  God  !  the  resurrection  and  the  life ! 
lie  that  believelh  in  thee,  even  though  he  were  dead, 
shall  certainly  live,  and  enjoy  in  Uij  kingdom  the 
true  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  Look  then,  I 
beseech  thee,  with  compassion  and  me-cy  on  those 
fiufferinf!  Bonis  who  have  always  believnl  and  con- 
fessed thy  name.  0  sovereign  Lord !  ■  remember 
(hat  they  were  the  wart  of  thy  own  hana^;  (Job  x. 
3.)  created  in  thy  power,  redeemed  in  tiy  mercy, 
preserved  in  thy  goodnesi,  and  formed  t«  thy  adora- 
ble image.  Ah  1  why  then  hidest  thou  thy  adorable 
fece  from  those  who  have  been  dear  to  thy  sacred 
heart,  and  who  long  to  behold  and  enjoy  thee,  thea 
sovereign  Beatitude?  Accept,  O  etenmJ  God!  it 
their  favour,  the  adorable  victim,  who  now  offoji 
himself  to  thee  on  this  altar,  and  whom  I  likewisi 
ooBsess  in  the  centre  of  my  soul.     Apply  to  thea 
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dsu,  O  Liird,  the  indulgence  which  thy  Church  thb 
ds,y  holds  forth  in  thy  name  to  worthy  communicants, 
and  iet  not  my  imperfect  dispositions  be  an  obstacle 
tu  tlie  exercise  of  thy  mercy  on  their  behalf.  In 
consideration  of  thy  beloved  Son,  cease  to  remembei 
rheir  iniquities,  and  take  no  further  revenge  of  *.heir 
sins.  I  particularly  implore  thy  mercy,  O  Lord  t  fut 
my  parents,  friends,  and  benefactors ;  for  all  those 
who  are  most  abandoned  ;  for  those  to  whose  suifer- 
ings  I  may  have  been  accessary;  for  all  who,  during 
life,  iJere  most  devoted  to  the  adorable  sacrament 
of  thj  love,  and  also  for  those  who  were  the  fervent 
clients  of  thy  blessed  mother.  O  almighty  Lord ', 
transport  them  into  thy  bosom,  where  they  shall  be 
replenished  with  the  goods  of  thy  house  ;  confirm 
them  ia  thy  sight  forever,  that  they  may  joyfully  sing 
a  hymn  U>  thee  in  Sion,  and  pay  to  thee  a  vow  in 
Jerusalem.     (Ps.  briv.  1.) 

At  the  Pater  noster. 

(eDclern«s9  of  hia  good  parBnl  bsa  teen  iiifiiiiiel)r  Hu^saed  tn 
rour  farouf  by  yaui  hern  en  I  y  Fachei. 

Alhightt  Lord  !  how  shall  I  presume  to  address 
thee  as  my  Father,  since  by  my  abuse  of  thy  mercies 
I  liave  forfeited  the  title  of  thy  child  *  O  my  God 
1  acknowledge  that  I  have  squandered  thy  graces, 
thai  I  have  been  deaf  to  thy  voice,  and  have  aban- 
doned Ihee,  my  only  good,  I  have  sinned  against 
heaven  and  before  thee,  and  were  I  treated  aa  I  de- 
serve, I  should  be  for  ever  excluded  from  tliat  king- 
dom which  I  was  created  to  enjoy.  Yet  notwiUi' 
standing  all,  I  will  not  despair,  tor  I  possess  v 
•oul  the  awoEt  pledge  of  my  forgiveness ; — thou 
not  behold  me  without  looking  at  the  same  time  on 
the  face  of  that  dear  Son,  whose  delight,  while  on 
earth,  and  whose  food  it  was  to  do  thy  will.  Bnt.  0 
mr  Godl  hast  tLou  not  already  anticipated  my  cod- 
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rendim !  Didst  thou  not  see  from  afar,  by  facilita- 
ting to  ine  the  means  of  return  to  thy  arms  1  Didsi 
thou  nol  clothe  me  in  the  tribunal  of  thy  mercy  with 
the  robe  of  innocence !  And  this  very  day  hasl  thou 
not  fed  me  with  the  heavenly  banquet,  which  is  only 

Stepared  for  the  children  of  thy  kingdom  ?  Why 
idst  than  load  me  with  mercies,  often  denied  to  those 
whom  thou  hast  always  with  thee,  and  who  have 
never  disobeyed  thee  in  any  thin^  1  Ah !  it  is  be- 
cause I  was  lost,  and  thou  hast  found  me,  because  1 
was  dead,  and  by  thy  all-reviving  grace  I  am  now 
reanimated.  0  ooraplete  thy  mercies,  infinite  gwod- 
neas ;  restore  unio  me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation ;  (Pa. 
i,  14.)  restore  unto  me  that  peace  and  happiness  1 
once  enjoyed  in  thy  service.  I  am  not  worthy  to  be 
eallad  thy  child,  but  I  entreat  thee  once  more,  in  the 
nameoffliy  beloved  Son,  to  receive  me  among  the  last 
of  those  who  are  happy  enough  to  love  and  serve  thee. 

At  the  Domine  non  stun  dignus. 


of  heaci,  w  deasro)'  every  vice  in  jout  aoul,  patlioularlj  thai 
pride,  wlilch  ie  the  beginning  ef  alt  sin,    (Ecclti.  i.  IS.) 

DiviNB  Jesds!  I  was  not  worthy  to  receive  thee — 
I  am  unworthy  to  possess  thec—and  I  acknowledge 
myself  infinitely  undeserving  of  Ihy  stay  in  my  sinnil 
heart.  O  may  the  love  and  htunility  of  Ais  thy 
minister,  and  of  all  those  happy  souls  who  are  at  £h  is 
moment  about  to  receive  thee  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  supply  for  the  Uttle  preparation  thou  h*st 
found  in  my  heart ;  and  may  their  thanksgiving  and 
lively  gratitude  offer  thee  such  homage  as  thou  canst 
never  expect  Ui  receive  from  me.  My  God !  since 
thou  hast  condescended  lo  enter  under  my  roof ;  since 
hou  hast  come  in  person  to  heal  my  soul,  when  one 
vord  would  have  sufficed,  leave  me  not  without 
ifibetiog  the  cure  for  which  thou  art  come ;  depai* 
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not,  until  thou  hast  panted  on  the  ruins  oF  my  piide 
and  vanit;  the  diviie  vbtues  of  humility  and  nieek- 
nesB,  so  strongly  it  euLated  by  Ihy  d  vine  eximple 
Teaeh  me  I  besepch  thee  to  walk  m  thy  footsteps , 
makf'  choice  of  mv  heart  to  model  it  after  thine, 
and  to  Sklora  it  with  the  solid  virtues  of  oharitj, 
patience,  compassion  for  the  poor  and  afflicted,  a 
Wely  horror  oi  sin  and  all  that  offends  thy  divine 
Majesty, 

At  the  Blessing  and  last  Gospel 

aiclionuf  jour  d  V  ne  GUBE    iHa       mav  en*  a  as  a  n  fmoriai 

Mt  God,  thou  shalt  never  leave  me  tmtil  thou  blew 
me — until  ^ou  givesi  me  that  efficacious  benediction 
which  will  be  the  safeguard  of  thy  graces.  That 
the  world  may  know  I  smofirely  iove  thee,  and  have 
had  the  happiness  of  receiving  thee,  I  will  follow 

thee,  and  serve  ihee  faithfully  to  the  last  in '  ■' 

111!    witl 


my  life  ;  but  yet,  my  God !  with  what  d_  . 
should  I  make  these  promises !  How  often  have  I 
promi'ied  to  be  faithful  to  thv  law,  and  yet  on  occa- 
sions of  trial,  how  repeatedly  have  I  transgressed ! 
Thou  hast  given  me  thy  pretious  body  and  blood,  yet 
I  have  ungratefidly  refused  thee  the  most  trifling 
sacrifices.  Thus  have  I  hitherto  acted,  and  what! 
once  did,  I  may  and  certainly  shall  do  again,  if  not 
supported  by  thy  powerful  grace.  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing my  experience  of  past  weakness,  I  do  again 
proraise  to  keep  thy  commandments,  to  love  thee  and 
serve  thee  with  all  my  heart  and  soul.  Remain  with 
me.  O  divine  Lord,  by  the  influence  of  thy  all-powet- 
ftil  grace  ;  talce  my  whole  being,  and  reign  over  ma 
so  absjlotely,  tl.at  I  may  never  acknowledge  any 
King  ot  Master  but  thee.  May  I  rather  die  than 
forg^  thy  infinite  goodness  and  unspeakable  mercies- 
may  these  saifie  mercies  gioe  Ihee  glory,  and  m;^ 
'ibej  follow  wie  all  the  days  of  my  life.     (Pi>.  cvi.  8 
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H.  0.)  In  the  strenrth  of  the  heavenly  nourish- 
ment I  have  received,  may  I  w^  steadily  in  the 
paths  of  virtue,  until  I  come  to  that  happy  tegion 
where  I  shall  eternally  sing,  Benediction,  and  glory 
and  wisdom,  and  thanksgiving,  honour,  and  power, 
and  strength  lo  our  God,  for  ever  and  ever,  ATiien 
{Apoo.  V.  13.) 

A  Prayer  lo  be  said  three  Days  after  Communion 

I  HdVE  not  forgotten,  0  my  good  G.od!  the  great 
nappineas  which  I  have  so  lately  enjoyed  in  receiving 
^e  adorable  Sacrament  of  thy  Body  and  Blood.  Pene- 
ti'ated  with  the  sineereat  gratitude  for  all  the  graces 
bestowed  on  me  in  ray  late  Communion,  I  once  more 
most  humbly  and  fervently  thank  thee  for  them.  Aa 
I  never  could  thank  thee  sufficiently  for  such  a  favour, 
I  offer  thee  thy  own  adorable  Heart  as  a  supplement 
for  the  insufficiency  of  my  gratitude  and  love.  0  di- 
vine Heart  of  Jesus !  which  was  pierced  for  me  on 
the  cross,  that  I  may  at  all  times  find  a  refuge  in  thee, 
receive  me  now,  for  I  never  more  sincerely  desired  to 
consecrate  myself  to  the  service  of  my  Creator,  to 
love  him  fervently,  and  to  live  for  him  alone.  I  never 
dreaded  my  own  inconstancy  and  weakness  mmt 
than  at  present ;  for,  alas !  I  know  that  I  am  still  ca- 
pable of  offending  thee,  my  divine  Saviour,  even  after 
all  thou  hast  done  for  me.  It  appears  to  me  now  that 
[  am  determined,  firmly  determined,  to  remember  and  to 
observe  the  sacred  obligations  of  my  baptism — to  re- 
nounce the  levil,  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  my  own  will 
— to  prefer  death  itself  to  the  misfortune  of  offending 
thee — and  lo  prove  by  my  conduct  that  Ihe  grace  of  my 
last  communion  has  not  been  received  in  vain.  Bui 
how  long  will  these  dispositions  last  ?  1  havo  mai)e 
thee  many  promises  before,  and  have  ungratefully 
broken  them.     Alas,  my  God !  shall  I  be  so  unfot' 

unaCe  as  to  lose  the  fruit  of  my  communion,  and  again 
relapse  into  sin  1  No,  thou  wilt  not  permit  it ; — if  1 
distrust  myself,  it  id  to  trust  more  Jirmly  in  Utee.     I 
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have  rec  sired  the  adorable  sacrament  which  fortified 
the  martyrs ;  why  then  should  it  not  fortify  me  1 
Thou  art  as  willing'  to  be  my  sovereign  strength  as 
thou  wett  to  be  theirs.  Into  thy  hands  then  I  recom- 
mend my  whole  being — with  alt  the  confidence  of  a 
uhild  I  east  myself  into  the  arras  of  my  divine,  indul- 
gent Parent.  In  thy  sacred  heart,  0  Jesus !  I  place 
all  my  resolutions,  particularly  those  of  suffering  sll 
that  can  be  endured,  rather  tlian  offend  thee  mortally, 
and  of  malting  every  necessary  effort  to  correct  my 
nabitual  faults.  I  most  humbly  implore,  through  thy 
divine  Heart,  and  the  intercession  of  thy  blessed  Mo- 
ther, the  grace  to  persevere  in  ihese  my  good  pur- 
posee.     Amen. 


MEDITATIONS 


First  Dav. 
On  the  Sentiments  ivhieh  the  holy  Communion  should 
produce  in  owr  Souls. 
I.  Point. — Consider  with  astonisnment  the  excess- 
ive liberality  with  which  Jesus  Christ  has  treated  you , 
by  this  one  Communion  you  are  infinitely  elevated 
above  all  that  the  world  calls  great— you  are  happier 
thftnif  you  enjoyed  a!  the  delights  of  the  ui 
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richer  than  if  you  possessed  all  its  treasurea — and 
more  dijfnified  than  if  jou  waie  its  sole  sovereign. 
Ah !  if  yon  understood  the  gift  of  God,  if  yna  had  a 
just  idea  of  jonr  own  dignity,  how  soon  would  yon 
despise  every  thing  in  this  world !  Penetrated  with 
gratitude  for  the  greatness  of  the  benefit  you  have  re 
eeived,  you  should  exclaim  with  the  Royal  Prophet ; 
What  shall  1  render  to  the  Lord  for  all  he  has 
done  for  me  1  how  shall  I  testify  my  gratitude  ?  Do 
not  on  this  important  matter  deceive  yourself  as  many 
do.  Do  not  imagine  that  so  great  a  benefit  as  a  Com- 
munion iiS  worthily  acknowledged  by  the  most  fervent 
expressions  of  thsuiksgiving.  It  is  not  those  who  say. 
Lord,  Lord,  that  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven ;  nor  is  it  those  that  multiply  acts  of  gratitude, 
who  aflerwards  prove  themselves  truly  grateful  for 
Ihe  happiness  of  communicating.  "  Sincere  gratitude 
for  any  benefit,"  says  St.  Thomas,  "  consists  chiefly 
m  esteeming  Uie  benefit  as  it  deserves,  and  in  en- 
deavouring to  malte  our  benefactor  an  adequate  re- 
tain." THiis  is  seldom  thought  of  by  the  generality 
of  conmiunicanta  ;  they  would  be  ashamed  of  treating 
an  earthly  friend  or  benefactor  with  indifference ;  they 
would  reproach  themselves  with  insensibility,  if  they 
received  favours  from  a  feDow-oreature  withouj  feel- 
ing them,  and  would  be  delighted  at  an  opportunity 
of  repaying  them  with  gratitude.  It  is  Giw  aione,  in 
this  mystery  of  love,  miose  goodness  is  scarcely  ever 
felt  or  acknowledged,  and  whose  most  precious  fa- 
vours do  not  often  induce  his  servants  to  make  him 
even  a  trifling  return.  Let  not  this  be  your  case ;  be 
you  at  least  that  thankful  Samaritan,  whose  first  care 
was  to  cast  himself  at  the  feet  of  his  Benefactor, 
penetrated  with  gratitude  for  the  favour  ho  had  re- 
ceived, aud  disposed  no  doubt  to  acknowledge  it  to 
the  best  of  hia  power.  Return  this  day  to  give  glory 
to  Him,  who  has  given  you  his  precious  body  and 
biuod,  his  soul  and  divinity,  and  thus  rendered  you  in 
■ome  respeot  an  object  of  envy  to  the  angels  them- 
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mind,  that  you  may  understand  the  greafne 
favour  <:onferred  od  you  |  and  also  lo  tonch  jour  heart, 
that  you  may  feel  your  obligation  of  acknowledging 
it  by  every  means  in  vnur  power. 

11.  Poimt. — Cast  yonrself  in  spirit  at  the  feet  of 
yonr  Creator,  and  present  to  him  the  sacrifice  of 
thanksgiving  which  he  deserves,  viz.  a  voluntary,  un- 
reserved oblation  of  your  whole  being.  Can  that  bo 
too  much  for  him  who  has  created  you  to  his  image 
and  likeness,  and  redeemed  you  with  his  precious 
blood!  or  rather,  what  oan  be  enon^h  for  him  who 
has  loved  you  so  far  as  to  give  you  himself?  If  yon 
would  really  and  entirely  belong  to  God,  you  should 
make  a  two-fold  sacrifice — a  sacrifice  of  your  body 
with  ell  its  senses,  and  of  yout  heart  and  soul  with  all 
their  powers  and  affections.  First,  you  should  con- 
secrate your  body  to  God ;  that  is,  you  should  in 
iiitare  bear  in  mind  the  union  yon  have  contracted 
with  God,  Mid  respect  in.  yourself,  the  temple  of  the 
Divinity — a  temple,  of  which  he  has  so  lately  taken 
possession;  consecrated  by  his  presence,  purified  by 
his  blood,  and  enriched  with  die  most  precious  jrifts 
of  hia-holy  spirit.  This  is  the  sacrifice  to  which  St. 
Paul  exhorts  all  Christians,  hut  particularly  commu 
nioants,  when  he  says:  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by 
the  merey  of  Godt  that  ycu  present  your  bodies  a  liv' 
ing  sacrifice,  holy,  pleasing  lo  God.  (Rom.  xii.  1.) 
Reflect  also,  that  as  a  material  temple  is  not  alone 
consecrated  to  God  internally,  hnt  is  known  before  it 
is  entered  to  be  a  house  of  God,  bv  its  external  so- 
lemnity ;  so  should  your  modesty  and  christian  deport- 
ment manifest  to  every  one  that  you  are  really  con- 
secrated to  God,  and  become  the  living  temple  of 
Jeaus  Christ.  To  animate  you  to  this  meritorious 
oonBBcratiiJn  of  your  senses  to  God,  consider  how 
Blrongiy  St.  Clirysoslom  recommends  it,  when  ha 
eays ;  It  is  not  just  that  those  eyes  which  have  be- 
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neld  the  divine  and  sacred  Host  should  afierwaida 
delight  in  the  vanity  and  idle  follies  of  the  world— 
that  thcise  lips,  wliich  received  and  touched  the  God 
of  heaven,  ^ould  ever  be  profaned  by  frivolous  dis- 
courses—that your  tongue,  on  whioh  the  iiody  of 
Jesua  Christ  reposed,  should  ever  become  instrumen- 
tal in  ksseniog  the  repntation  of  others,  or  in  wound- 
ing charity.  Present  your  resolutions  on  this  head 
to  God  through  the  glorious  Queen  ofVirgins.  Sel 
before  your  eyes,  and  resolve  in  every  action  of  your 
life,  to  imitate  this  incompajable  model  of  your  sex, 
whom  St.  Anselm  describes  as  having  "  nothing  disa- 
greeable in  her  looks,  nothing  inconsistent  in  her 
words,  nothing  imprudent  in  her  actions ; — whose  de- 
portment was  not  assuming ;  whose  voice  was  not 
loud  or  arrogant ;  and  whose  exterior  modesty  was 
a,  finished  portrait  of  her  interior  purity."  O  most 
blessed  Virgin !  lake  me  under  thy  protection,  and 
preserve  me  from  defiling  by  sin  the  temple  of  thy 
only  beloved  Son. 

ni.  Point. — Consider  that  your  immortal  soul  was 
created  by  God  for  himself;  stamped  with  his  own 
sacred  iiuage ;  redeemed  with  his  blood,  adorned  with 
his  graces,  enriched  with  his  merits,  and  often 
strengUiened  with  that  sacrament  of  life  which  yon 
have  so  lately  received.  Its  value  mast  then  be  great, 
since  God  himself  did  not  think  it  loo  dearly  pur- 
chased by  the  blood  of  his  only  Son.  Yes,  you  can- 
not be  too  deeply  convinced  that  your  immortal  soul 
is  your  great  and  only  treasure ;  to  save  that,  no  pains 
can  be  excessive,  no  security  too  great ; — tf  that  be 
lost,  all  is  lost ;  and  if  you  be  so  happy  as  to  save 
that,  though  you  lose  ail  the  rest,  all  is  gained.  Wial 
will  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
tote  his  own  sovi!  (Matt.  xvi.  36.)  What  does  it 
now  avail  many  of  the  damned,  to  have  been  on  earlh 
hoijoured,  loved,  respected,  endowed  with  such  beauty, 
talents,  wit,  or  accompllshmenls  as  made  them  the 
idi/.B  ai  en  vy  of  all  around  them  ^    Alas '.  what  doM 
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all  thai  avail  them  now,  sinoe  they  unfortunntBly  lart 
their  souls  1 — Dwell  on  this  irreparable  misfortane, 
bimJ  you  will  soon  feel  the  justice  and  neeessity  of 
curbing  your  passions,  and  leading  a  virtuous  life. 
Your  last  words,  perhaps,  may  be  a  recommendation 
of  your  soul  into  the  hands  of  God ;  but  remember 
that  the  best,  the  only  means  of  securing  for  it  an 
asylum  in  the  bosom  of  its  Creator,'  is  by  frequently 
consecrating  all  its  powei^  to  his  honour  and  glory  ; 
by  making  use  of  your  memory  to  recall  the  benefits 
and  mercies  of  God;  by  employing  your  understand- 
ing in  meditating  on  his  holy  kFi  that  you  may  mode] 
your  life  on  all  it  prescribes ;  and  by  renouncing  your 
will  so  perfectly,  as  to  have  no  other  will  than  the  will 
of  God.  But  the  vielim  of  thanksgiving  which  God 
peculiarly  requires  from  you,  is  your  heart  and  all  its 
affections.  This  is  the  sacrifice  which  will  give  value 
to  every  other,  and  without  which  all  others  would  be 
vdn ;— it  is  that  which  above  all  others  you  should 
endeavour  to  make  perfectly,  because  it  is  the  offering 
wliich  God  himself  condescends  to  ask ;  Son,  give 
me  thy  heart.  Consider  how  early  you  were  taught 
to  say  :  My  God,  I  give  thee  my  heart.  These  ace 
the  first  words  you  daily  utter,  still  perhaps  you  have 
not  yet  really  offered  your  whole  heart  to  God.  Ah! 
delay  no  longer  :  to  whom  does  it  so  justly  belong  1 
who  ever  Icved  you  so  much  as  God  %  who  can  make 
you  happy,  out  God  1  O  divine  Lord!  how  true  itis, 
that  I  have  never  been  satisfied  but  when  I  endeav- 
oured to  serve  thee,  to  act  fprthee,  to  give  myself  to 
thee.  How  sincerely  I  regret  having  ever  cast  away 
a  ainglethought,asingle  affection,  or  a  single  moment 
of  my  existence,  on  any  object  less  than  thee,  my 
Creator  and  my  God !  Penetrated  with  gratitude  for 
that  innr.ite  mercy  which  induced  thee  to  give  thyself 
to  me  in  the  adorable  Eucharist,  I  most  fervently  wish 
that  1  could  make  thee  a  sacrifice  worthy  of  thyself; 
but  as  that  is  impossible — as  thou  knowest  my  pov- 
erty, and  wilt  he  content  with  the  little  I  can  give 
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peunil  me  to  offer  thee  my  whole  being,  mybodviiny 
soul,  my  bfe,  my  iictionB,  my  wilt,  and  above  ail,  my 
heart  and  affections.  0  my  God!  accept  this  obla- 
tion, in  union  with  the  sacrifice  which  Jesus  ofTcred 
thee  on  the  cross,  and  in  union  with  the  eatly  conae- 
cration  which  his  blessed  Mothei  made  of  herself  to 
Ihee  in  the  Temple. 

Sboond  Day. 
On  the  Imilation,  of  Jestis  Ckmt, 
T.  Point. — CoNsroER  attentively,  that  as  one  of  the 
chief  ends  for  which  Jesus  gives  himself  to  us  in  the 
holy  Communion,  is  to  unite  ns  to  himself,  and  to 
m^  na  one  with  him,  those  who  communicate  are 
much  more  strictly  bound  than  all  others  to  endeavour 
to  resemble  their  Redeemer.  St.  Thomas  says,  that 
in  the  holy  Eucharist  Jesus  Christ  applies  hie  most 
sacred  body  like  a  seal  on  the  heart  of  man,  to  revive 
that  adorable  image  of  the  Divinity  to  which  we  were 
created ;  and  to  tjansform  hia  creatures  into  himself, 
by  imprinting  on  the  soul  the  image  of  his  adorable 
perfections,  and  infusing  into  the  heart  abundant 
graces  to  imitate  his  virtues.  To  become  a  perfect 
imitation  of  Jesus  Christ,  you  should  conform  your 
judgment,  your  opinions,  your  ideas,  your  heart,  feel- 
mgs,  and  all  your  affections,  to  those  of  your  divine 
Lord — thinking  and  reasoning  like  Jesus,  and  jud^ng 
of  all  things  heie  below  as  he  judged  of  them.  The 
thoughts  of  Jesus  were  always  directed  to  God,  or 
bent  on  somelhing  relative  to  the  glory  of  God.  How 
do  you  act  in  this  respect  1  Have  yuu  ever  reflected 
on  the  benefit  and  even  necessity  of  banishing  idle  oi 
useless  thoughts  t  Are  you  convinced,  that  to  re* 
press  those,  and  substitute  a  frequent  and  respectful 
teeoUection  of  God,  would  be  the  best  guard  you  could 
have  against  those  thoughts  of  vanity  or  pride  whicn 
are  so  common  ajid  so  sinful  when  indulged  ?  Jeaiui 
Christ  ]odgOd  of  all  things  as  God  judges  of  diem. 
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he  viewed  the  thingsof  this  world  in  thuliglitofGoil 
and  pronounced  on  every  thing  passing  in  it  accord 
ingly.  He  valued  what  God  vdues,  ana  despised  aH 
lliat  God  despises.  His  ador.aWe  heart,  inflamed  with 
love  for  God,  and  desire  for  his  glory,  was  incapable 
of  a  angle  sentiment  of  joy,  of  sorrow,  of  fear,  of 
hope,  of  consolation,  or  sadtiess,  but  according  as  ths 
interests,  the  giory,  the  worship  of  his  heavenly  Fa- 
ther were  concerned.  Examine  your  mind  and  heart 
on  this  most  perfect  and  adorable  model.  Be  ashamed 
of  the  trifles  with  which  yon  have  been  hitherto  de- 
lighted, or  the  insignificant  incidents  at  which  you 
have  been  grieved.  Consider,  what  would  Jesus  havo 
thought  of  them,  how  he  would  have  regarded  whal 
you  so  much  value  or  so  greatly  apprehend.  O  my 
divine  and  adorable  Master !  instead  of  looking  on  aU 
things  as  thou  aeest  them,  and  as  1  myself  shall  sea 
them  after  death,  1  have  consulted  my  interests,  my 
passions,  my  imagination,  and  the  corrupt  maxims  of 
the  world,  in  forming  my  opinions  and  ideas.  I  have 
unfortunately  sought  after  those  very  things  which 
thou  didst  shun — I  loved  what  thou  didst  hate — I  have 
hated  what  thou  didst  love.  Thou  didst  pronounce 
those  biessed  and  happy  who  suffer,  and  I  have  always 
considered  them  as  objects  of  compassion — thoudidsl 
despise  and  flee  from  the  riches,  honours,  and  plea- 
•ures  of  this  world,  and  I  have  desired  and  esteemed 
them  as  great  advantages.  0  ray  God !  enlighten 
me  to  see  and  detest  my  folly. 

n.  Point. — Consider,  that  the  first  lesson  which 
Jeans  Christ  gives  you  in  his  early  years,  is  the  ne- 
cessity of  becoming  more  virtuous,  more  rational,  as 
you  become  older ;  for  Jesus,  as  the  Gospel  says, 
increased  in  grace  and  wisdom  with  God  and  man. 
(Luke  ii.  59.)  Learn  from  this,  that  as  every  day, 
every  hour  the  Almighty  adds  to  your  life,  every 
grace,  every  instruction  you  receive,  should  advance 
you  in  the  road  of  solid  virtue.  In  particular,  every 
fone  you  have  the  happmess  cf  communicating,  yoa 
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should  grow,  like  Jesus  in  grace  and  wisdom  before 
God  and  man ;  that  is,  God  should  discern  in  yom 
heart,  and  those  with  whom  you  associate  should  wit- 
ness in  your  conduct,  an  increase  of  the  fear  and  love 
of  God.  Those  faults  and  failings  which  were  ex- 
cusable some  years  ago,  before  you  were  admitted  to 

Examine  whether  you  may  not  unfortunately  have 
lost  much  of  the  feironr  with  which  you  first  ap- 
proached the  adorahle  Euchajist,  and  never  forget  thai 
not  to  go  forward  in  virtue,  is  to  go  back. 

Jesus  Christ,  while  yet  a  child,  is  found  among  the 
Doctors  in  the  Temple,  asking  them  qoestions,  and 
listening  to  the  word  of  God  with  profound  venera- 
tion. Did  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  the  Fountain  of 
all  Knowledge,  require  instruction  1  ,  Was  there  any 
thing  for  him  to  learn,  or  any  person  on  earth  who 
uould  teach  him  T  Certainly  not ;  bat  on  this  occa- 
sion he  woafd  teach  you  with  what  ardour  you  should 
seek  after  instruction — how  thankfully  and  respect- 
fully you  should  receive  it — how  highly  you  should 
value  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  word  of  God. 
He  would  fdao  unpresa  on  your  mind  an  essential  duty 
of  youth,  which  is,  to  venerate  age,  and  love  the  so- 
ciety of  the  virtuous.  But  t!ie  chief  virtue  which 
characterized  the  youth  of  Jesus  Christ  was  obedi- 
ence ;  so  strongly  would  he  recommend  this  to  you,, 
that  he  has  scarce  permitted  any  other  account  of  hia 
early  years  to  reach  us,  than  that  he  was  subject  to 
his  blessed  mother  and  his  reputed  father.  He  obeyed 
them  in  all  things,  at  all  tmies,  with  cheerfulness  and 
exaciness :  consei^uently,  to  imitate  yout  adojjible 
model  in  this  important  point,  you  must  resolve  to  re- 
spect and  love  your  parents,  or  those  who  hold  their 
place ;  to  submit  to  their  authority  with  docility,  be- 
cause tliey  are  deputed  by  God  to  command  you ;  and 
with  confidence,  because  they  have  also  received 
light  to  direct  your  inexperience.  Remember,  that 
Jesus  Christ  -vas  not  less  submissive  to  the  otdeia  of 
23 
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Heiod,  one  af  the  most  wicked  of  men,  than  ns  waa 
iu  those  of  his  blessed  mother,  the  most  petfrwt  of 
fireatuies,  bscaiise  it  was  God  ^onewhom  he  obeyed 
in  all  superiors.  Impress  this  lesson  on  your  mind, 
and  guajd  against  a  fault  so  common  to  youth,  vh. 
that  of  obeying  only  those  who  may  please  you,  a^d 
totally  forgetting  that  duty  with  regard  to  others.  If 
you  do  not  respect  the  authority  of  Uod  in  all  your 
Buperiora ;  if  you  do  not  love  God  in  them  all,  and 
remember  that  it  is  he  who  inspires  your  parents  them- 
selves with  theii  tenderness  towards  you,  and  their 
solicitude  in  providing  for  your  welfare,  you  can  never 
acquire  that  amiable  docility,  which  is  a  virtue  so 
necessary  to  yonth,  that  without  it  you  cannot  become 
Tirtuous,  learned,  or  happy.  O  Jesns !  my  God,  im- 
press on  my  heart  the  image  of  thy  divine  childhood; 
thy  purity,  simplicity,  obedience,  and  docility  !  infnsa 
into  my  soul  the  horror  thou  hadst  of  fin,  that  I  may 
dread  it  as  the  only  real  evil,  the  only  obstacle  to  my 
lesembling  thee. 

111.  Point. — Consider,  that  the  hidden  life  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  a  model  which  you  should  continually  study, 
because  it  was  during  those  years  that  Jesus  has 
given  you  an  example,  that  you  should  follow  hia 
footsteps.  (I  Pet.  ii.  31.)  Daring  thirty  years  of 
subjection  and  labour,  Jesus  deigned  in  a  peculiar 
manner  to  heeome  the  mode!  of  all  Christians.  Con- 
template that  model  attentively,  and  consider  with 
astonishment,  that  he  who  had  descended  from  heaven 
to  instruct,  convert,  and  save  the  whole  universe, 
employed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  seclusion , 
ahowing  no  otherwise  the  perfection  of  t''e  Divinity 
which  resided  in  him,  than  by  obeying  his  parents, 
Bsrving  and  assisting  them,  and  fulfilling  in  aU  things 
the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father.  The  accomplish- 
ment of  that  adorable  will  was  the  only  object  of  liis 
most  vehement  desires ;  it  was  so  necessary  to  hia 
happiness,  ^lat  he  himself  declared  it  to  he  his  food, 
the  support  of  his  existence,  the  end  of  his  mkuot 


on  ewth.  This  pure,  upright,  and  divine  intentioa 
of  accomplisKing  the  will  of  God,  so  dignified  and 
enhanced  the  merit  of  our  Redeemer's  actions,  that 
oue  word,  on3  sigh,  one  tear,  one  thought  of  Jesus 
Christ,  was  more  meritorious  in  the  sight  of  God, 
than  the  labours  and  austerities  of  all  the  saints. 
Leatn  dien,  from  the  hidden  life  of  Jesus,  that  lesson 
of  perfect  conformity  to  the  will  of  God,  by  which 
alone  you  can  resemble  him,  and  attain  true  sanctity. 
Resolve,  in  every  stage  of  your  life,  to  place  all  your 

ferfection  in  being  about  Ihe  business  of  your  heavenly 
'ather ;  that  is,  in  faithfully  discharging  the  duties 
which  Providence  has  allotted  you,  wtaever  they 
may  be.  If  you  be  firmly  convinced  that  this  faith- 
ful, cheerful,  persevering  discharge  of  duty,  is  true 
sanctity,  and  a  real  imitation  of  Jesus  Christ,  you  wil] 
carefully  avoid  that  disedifying  aysteoi  of  devotion 
pursued  by  many  of  your  sex,  who  say  long  prayers ; 
epend,  or  rather  lose  much  time  in  chapels;  who  fre- 
quent the  sacraments,  yet  whose  hands  are  empty 
befoie  God,  because  they  do  iheir  own  will,  and  not 
his ;  because  their  devoUon  is  little  better  th^i  sloth, 
which  leads  them,  under  cover  of  piety,  to  neglect 
those  domestic  duties  which  God  had  allotted  them, 
and  which  should  be  their  conscientious  pursuit  and 
their  glory. — {See  the  Holy  Woman,  Prov.  xxxi.  10.) 
In  the  public  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  was  a 
series  of  miracles  and  wonders,  humility,  patience, 
mortification,  meekness,  and  unexampled  charit;, 
were  lessons  which  he  never  ceased  to  preach  to  the 
world.    The  imitation  of  Jesus  Christ  ir    ' ' 


is  a  point  of  the  utmost  importance,  because  charity 
was  a  favourite  virtue  of  Jesus — the  virtue  to  which 
he  sacrificed  his  life — the  virtue  by  which  he  would 
have  his  real  followers  distinsuished— and  the  virtue 
■Iso  which  St.  Francis  of  Siles  calls  the  peculiai 
ftoit  of  a  good  commnnion.  Resolve,  then,  that  the 
fruits  of  your  having  been  so  lately  united  to  the  God 
of  Charity  shoubl  appear  evidjsnt  by  youi  geitleoaiis, 
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patience,  fowiearance.  silence  on  the  defects  of  othe^^ 
wid  endeaTOurs  to  serve  and  oblige  all,  particuk/lj 
those  who  may  appear  to  yon  least  amiable  or  de- 
serving.  Conclade  this  meditation,  by  fervently  and 
humbly  begging  of  God  to  ingress  the  trnths  it  con- 
tains BO  deeply  on  your  heart,  that  your  ideas  and 
aonduct   may,   in   future,   be   happily  regulated   bv 


I.  Point. — CoNsmEB,  that  Christians  in  general 
frustrate  more  or  less  the  designs  of  Christ,  in  iiisti- 
Inting  this  mystery  of  love  ;  some  by  constantly  re- 
lapsing into  mortal  sin  after  their  Communion ;  others 
by  committing  venial  sins  habitually,  or  by  persevering 
in  their  onlinar;  failings,  and  Utkini;  no  pains  to 
amend  their  lives. 

As  to  the  iiiat  description  of  relapsing  sinners,  vtz. 
those  who  banish  Jesus  from  their  hearts  by  grievous 
sin,  their  misfortune  is  so  great,  that  it  can  never  be 
excessively  dreaded,  or  sufficiently  deplored.  They 
are  eompareii  by  Ihe  holy  fathers  to  the  Jews,  be- 
cause, like  them,  they  receive  Jesus  Christ  with  feel- 
ings of  joy  and  gratitude,  but  shortly  after  cruuify 
him  by  sin;  thev  are  even  likened  to  Judas,  the  most 
unfortunate  of  all  men,  because,  like  him,  they  no 
sooner  comiannica^e,  than  they  betray  their  Lord  anJ 
divine  Gaest.  Alas !  would  it  not  be  better  tliat  such 
persons  never  communicated,  never  received  those 
graces  of  which  they  never  profit  1  Do.  you  most 
earnestly  beg  of  God  to  enlighten  your  mind,  and 
give  you  a  clear  idea  of  the  dreadful  risk  which  re- 
&paing  sinners  run,  and  also  to  penetrate  your  hear! 
with  a  sincere  horror  of  their  ingratil.ude.  To  con- 
ceive their  danger,  you  need  only  reileol  on  those 
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•wful  words  of  St,  Pail!,  who  says,  that  it  is  impoi- 
tiblefor  those  who  u-ere  once  enlightened,  have  tasted 
alio  the  heavenly  gtft,  and  were  made  partakers  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  are  fallen  away,  to  be  renewed 
again  ,iii  penance;  (Heb.  vi.  4.  and  6.)  that  is,  Bin- 
■lere  converaion  becomes  extremely  difficult  for  thoaa 
who,  though  fully  enlightened  by  instruction,  frs- 
quently  nourished  with  the  heavenly  gift  of  Christ's 
Bacred  body,  and  also  strengthened  by  the  Sacrament 
of  Confinuation,  nevertheless  persevere  in  a  fatal 
habit  of  repenting,  confessing,  communicating,  and 
then  relapsing ;  salvadon  for  them  must  indeed  be 
most  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  Why  t  because  the 
ordinary  means  of  salvation  becomes  useless  to  them ; 
the  bread  of  the  strong  does  not  fottify  their  souls, 
therefore  the  sacraments,  which  are  a  source  of  grace 
and  salvation  to  other  sinners,  become  the  chief  sub- 
ject of  their  condemnation.  As  to  their  ingratitude, 
what  can  be  more  ungrateful,  than  to  trample  on  the 
sacred  blood  which  purified  their  souls  \  to  insult  a 
"  '  -ain  who  so  often  received  (hem  with  mercy ! 
'ill  never  be  guilty  of  such  ingratitude — I 
will  never  expose  my  soul  to  such  danger ;  but  I  must 
not  depend  on  my  own  strength ;  though  I  trust  in 
the  mercy  of  God,  that  the  spirit  of  sin  has  gone 
Ibrth  from  me,  yet  has  he  not  perhaps  already  fia»d 
that  he  would  return  ?     (Luke  is.  34.)     Does  he  not 

fierceive,  with  envy  and  rage,  that  my  soul  is,  as  the 
lospel  Baya,  swept  and  garnished?  (Ibid.)  That 
it  is  purified  by  a  good  confession,  and  adorned  with 
the  robe  of  sanctifying  grace ;  with  the  ornamenta 
of  virtuous  desires  and  holy  resolutions  1  Has  not 
thai  wicked  spirit  determined  to  disturb  the  happi- 
ness I  now  enjoy,  and  to  temp*  me  again  with  seven 
times  more  violence  than  before  *  0  my  God!  my 
strength !  my  refuge !  thou  knowest  that  the  least 
temptation  would  be  too  strong  for  me,  if  I  be  aban 
doned  to  myself.  0  stay  with  me,  then,  my  God  i 
potact  laa  tiom  mine  enemies ;  and  rather  tike  ma 

as* 
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oat  of  ths  world,  than  permit  me  to  conumt  on* 
mortal  sin. 

II.  Point. — 'riie  second  descnption  of  rehpsing 
sinners,  are  those  who  communicate  regihrly  yet 
cnntinae  to  conim  t  venial  sins  delibersitely  an  1  ^er 
severe  in  a  course  of  tepidity  and  neg-hgence  Tiijse 
are  persons  whose  example  you  should  mo'.t  cart, hilly 
guard  a^nst,  became  you  would  be  more  lik<.h  to 
inutate  them  than  notorious  sinners  The  danger  »l 
persevering  in  ordinary  faults  and  habitual  nesligpni,e, 
requires  even  more  serious  reileetion  on  your  part, 
than  the  misfortune  of  falling'  into  grievous  sin  ;  be 
cause,  as  yet  the  fear  and  love  of  God  must  have 
Buificientinfluence  over  your  mind,  to  make  you  t/eui 
ble  at  the  idea  of  committing  mortal  sin  after  corn- 
lapses  int«  venial  sin  to  appear  much  less  criminal 
imd  dangerous  than  they  really  are.  That  you  may 
conceive  how  important  it  is  to  profit  of  each  of  yout 
communions,  reflect  seriously  on  the  parable  of  the 
slothful  servant  in  the  gospel,  who  buried  the  talen' 
he  received  from  his  master.  Take  particular  notice, 
that  he  is  not  accused  of  having  made  bad  lise  of  it  ■ 
hia  only  crime  is,  not  having  made  any  use  of  so  fa 
vourable  a  means  for  promoting  his  own  interests 
On  his  master's  return,  be  is  not  found  richer  than 
before,  though  he  could  have  become  so  ;  he  frus- 
trates the  benevolent  designs  of  his  Lord,  and  on 
that  account  alone  he  is  treated  with  the  utmost  se- 
verity, and  deprived  of  the  talent  bestowed  on  him, 
which  is  ttaiisferred  to  another.  This  is  a  eiear  and 
striking  figure  of  those  who  receive  the  adorable 
Eucharist,  yet  bury  that  precious  talent;  tiat  is 
make  no  use  of  it  for  advancing  the  business  of  iheit 
•alvation ;  who,  after  years  spent  in  regularly  fte- 
quenting  llie  sacraments,  are  not  perceived  o  have 
Borrected  one  single  fault,  or  acquired  one  single 
virtue.  This  dangerous  and  disedifying  system  ii 
cliiefly  a(lributed  to  your  sex,  and  perhaps  with  too 
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mnoh  justice  ;  for  how  many  women,  to  the  disgraoa 
of  leligidii  a,oA  scandal  of  their  neighbour,  continue 
from  one  communion  to  another  as  proud  and  vain, 
as  negligent  in  their  spiritual  exercises,  and  thought- 
leaa  of  thei):  domestic  duties ;  as  attttched  to  the 
vanities  of  the  world  and  to  their  own  will ;  as  im- 
patient and  peevish,  talkative  and  uncharitable,  sloth- 
ful and  idle,  as  if  they  never  communicated.  0  !  how 
much  have  those  to  fear,  who  thus  destroy  with  one 
hand  what  they  build  up  with  the  other !  Such  per- 
sons injure  the  cause  of  religion  much  more  tlian  de- 
clsjed  sinners.  One  young  person,  who  frequents 
the  sacraments  without  becoming  more  faithful  to 
God,  more  useful  and  amiable  in  her  family,  mora 
edifying  to  her  neighbour,  gives  more  scandal  than 
twenty  others,  whose  heads,  it  is  true,  appear  turned 
with  the  vanities  and  pleasures  of  the  world,  but 
wh()se  example  has  no  weight,  because  they  never 
received  the  benefit  of  instruction,  the  help  of  the 
sacraments,  or  perhaps  even  the  light  of  faith.  Con- 
sider theae  troths  seriously :  beg  of  God  most  ear- 
nestly to  penetrate  your  heart  with  a  holy  fear  of  the 
account  you  will  have  to  render  for  the  very  Com- 
munion you  have  just  made.  Resolve  to  make  every 
effort  necessary  on  yom  pact  for  profiting  of  so  great 
a  grace ;  he  on  your  guard  against  your  accustomed 
faults ;  endeavour  at  least  lo  lessen  their  number, 
that  when  you  next  communicate,  your  divine  Lord 
may  have  no  cause  to  reproach  and  punish  yoa  like 
the  slothful  servant  of  tiie  gospel.  0  my  God !  hy 
ihat  infinite  mercy  which  caused  thee  to  die  for  my 
salvation,  ^id  thafiuHnite  love  which  induced  thee  Co 
visit  me  in  thy  adorable  Sacrament,  deign  to  preserve 
me  from  exposing  myself  by  negligence  or  sloth  to 
the  loss  of  the  blessing  I  have  received. 

III.  Point. — After  having  seriously  considered  tha 
ingratitude  and  misfortune  of  relapsing  sinners,  you 
must  alieady  have  flrmly  resolved  never  to  become 
Bse  of  thsir  unhappy  number.     This  firm,  del«m)in- 
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ed  lesulution,  shaiild  be  the  happy  elTect  of  the  union 
yott  hare  bo  lawly  contracted  with  Jesus  Christ,  and 
of  all  the  graces  you  have  received  this  last  week. 
But  perhaps  you  have  already  often  determined  to 
serve  God,  and.  made  the  same  resolution  alYer  each 
of  your  Communions,  which  is  now  recommended  to 
you  ;  whence  came  it  therk  that  you  ha  ve  been  so 
negligent  1  Why  have  you  fallen  away  Irom  yciui 
first  ferrom  t  why  axe  you  now  the  very  same  as 
you  were  when  you  first  received  your  Saviour  in  tliis 
adorabje  mystery  1  It  is  because  your  resolutions 
hitherto  have  been  only  vague  and  verbal  resolutions, 
such  as  Telapsing  sinners  themselves  seldom  fail  1^ 
make,  such  as  many  of  the  damned  frequently  have 
made.  But  if  you  sincerely  intend  to  avoid  being 
ranked  among  relapsing  sinnerB,  which  you  are  aa 
yet  too  young  to  merit  altogether,  you  would  do  well 
to  dwell  on  the  following  reasons  or  motives  for  per- 
severance.— First,  Consider  that  your  divine  Re- 
deemer, whom  yoH  have  received  in  the  Sacrament 
of  his  Love,  wiU  at  all  times  be  as  great,  as  good,  aa 
amiable,  as  merciful,  as  worthy  of  your  whole  heart, 
as  he  now  appears ;  consequenUy,  though  you  may 
change,  though  your  fervour  and  desire  to  advance  in 
virtue  may  lessen  in  a  month  hence,  perhaps  in  less, 
you  should  nevertheless  persevere  in  your  good  reso- 
lutions, for  the  same  reasons  which  caused  you  to 
make  them.  You  shonM  say  to  yourself;  is  not  God 
the  same  now  as  when  I  felt  that  he  deserved  any 
exertion  I  could  make  for  his  sake  1  None  of  the 
truths  of  reli^on  have  changed — death  is  just  as  un- 
certain— judgment  as  terrifying — hell  as  formidable — 
eternity  as  long,  as  when  they  made  such  deep  im- 
pression on  my  mind. — Secondly,  Reflect  on  the 
difficulty  you  wUl  certainly  find  in  returning  to  God, 
if  once  you  completely  fall  off  from  your  present 
good  purposes.  How  much  did  it  perlw.ps  cost  yoo 
to  enter  into  yourself — to  examine  your  lonscience— • 
to  prepare  for  your  late  Confession  and  Cominunioa 
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Would  you  theHi  by  relapsing,  furnish  aa  much,  or 

etilty  for  a  future  occasion,  and  at  length  for  the  bed 
ef  death ! — Thirdly,  Consider  the  nncertainty  of  your 
having  a  wish,  or  even  an  opportunity  to  approach  the 
eaoramenta,  if  the  grace  you  have  just  received  ba 
abused.  A  desire  to  be  reconciled  to  God  depends 
on  a  peculiar  grace,  of  which  those  who  relapse  de- 
serve to  be  deprived ;  and  as  to  time,  how  do  you 
know  whether  you  may  not  die  in  a  week  or  a 
uiontk  1 — Whether  your  late  Communion  may  not  be 
your  last !  These,  and  many  other  good  reasons  for 
continuing  to  act  as  you  are  now  determined  to  do. 
will  strengthen  your  resolution,  if  you  seriously  re- 
flect on  them,  whenever  you  feel  tempted  to  relapse. 
Remember,  however,  that  your  best  resolutions  will 
be  vain,  if  you  were  not  also  resolved  to  adopt  the 
best  means  calculated  to  ensure  perseverance.  Those 
ara  many,  but  the  chief  are,  Iirst,  such  a  horror  of 
sin,  as  will  dispose  you  to  suflfer  all  that'conld  be 
endured  in  this  world,  rather  than  offend  God  mor- 
ally.— Secondly,  great  care  in  avoiding  the  commis- 
sion of  venial  sins  deliberately,  and  with  a  clear,  dia 
tinct  viev  a  V  u  a  e  go  o  offeid  God.  This 
point  is  of  so  n  u  h  CO  seque  c  haf  you  should 
take  care  no  o  pass  o  e  1  gh  ly  because  those 
multiplied  eual  fau  s  hou  h  shgh  in  themselves, 
are  most  dange  ous  n  he  r  consequences.  You 
would  no  onse  o  s  a  low  a  small  quantity  of 
poison  frequen  ly  hough  j  oa  were  sure  it  would  not 
Kill  you ;  vhy  hen  shou  d  yo  on  any  occasion, 
consent,  by  a  de  be  ate  en  al  faul  o'swallow  even 
B  small  po  on  of  e  dead  po  son  of  sin  ?  Alas ! 
it  is  by  do  ng  so  f  equen  1  tha  m  ny  who  began 
well,  becan  e  so  w  eak  n  ae  ha  hey  were  ever- 
come  by  the  flrst  temptation,  and  miserably  lell  into 
mortal  sin ;  because,  as  your  catechism  lelh  you, 
venial  sin,  (particular.y  of  habit  and  deliberationt 
Wvee  the  soil  feeble  and  drowsy,  and  esposes  hei 
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to  fall  into  mortal  sin.  The  other  means  of  persft 
venng  sure,  attention  to  the  presence  of  God,  exact. 
ness  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties,  but  i^hielly,  and 
above  all,  tervent  prayer.  Perseverance  is  the  most 
difficult,  the  most  rsie,  and  the  most  necessary  of 
virtues ;  vou  should  therefore  earnestly  and  daily  im- 
plore it  oi  Him  who  is  the  giver  of  all  good  gifts. 

Conclude  your  meditation,  by  begging  that  peeuliai 
assistance  from  God,  without  which  you  can  do  noth- 
ing, and  placing  your  resolutions  in  the  adorable  Heart 
af  Jesus,  and  in  the  sacred  hands  of  your  blessed  and 
glorious  Patroness,  the  Mother  of  God. 


Pre  PARATioK /or  Cohpirjiation. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  say  much  here  in  the  way  of 
Inslroction  for  Confirmation,  You  already  know  from 
your  Catechism,  that  the  Sacrament  you  are  about  to 
receive  was  instituted  to  make  you  a  "  strong  and 
perfect  Ckrisiiaa;"  that  it  derives  its  name  from  its 
chief  effect,  which  is  to  confirm  and  fortify  in  the  path 
of  virtue — that  its  minister  is  a  Bishop  only — its  mat- 
ter chrism,  solemnly  blessed  on  Holy  Thursday — its 
form,  "  Isi^  thee  ivith  the  sign  of  the  Cross;  Icon- 
firm  thee  v)ilk  the  chrism  of  soitmnoti,  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  tie  Holy  Ghost, 
Amen."  That  it  imprints  an  indelible  eharaeter  on 
the  soul — that  the  heavenly  Spirit  it  imparts  is  tha 
Holy  Ghost,  the  third  Person  of  the  adorable  Trinity 
— and  lastly,  that  its  effects  are  to  produce  in  the  soul 
such  strength,  fortitude,  and  courage,  as  to  enable 
Christians  to  persevere  steadily  in  virtue,  arj  to  pro- 
fess their  faith  in  all  circumstances,  c  en  before 
tyrants  and  persecutors,  if  called  upon  to  do  so.  All 
those  points,  and  every  thing  else  neuessary  to  be 
known  concerning  your  holy  religion,  have  been  fully 
explainett  to  you ;  so  that,  as  far  as  regards  instrue 
tion,  you  are  already  prepared  for  Confamation  ■  but 
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Aat  put  of  the  preparation  which  is  moat  essentia', 
and  which  no  one  can  make  foryou,ia  that  of  acquire 
Uig  the  proper  dispositions  for  the  Sacrament.  On 
those  the  fruits  of  Confirmation  depend :  withont 
them,  as  you  well  know,  you  would  receive  nothing 
from  the  sacrament  but  the  character,  and  he  denied 
all.  the  gifts  and  graces  bestowed  on  tliose  who  are 
duly  disposed.  Endeavour  therefore  to  prepare  with 
great  fervour  for  the  happiness  yon  expect.    The  fo!- 


many  who  were  coiJirmed  before,  as  it  often  happens, 
tiat  persons  receive  this  saerainenl  when  very  young, 
ignorant,  or  otherwise  badly  disposed.  If  you  be  of 
&is  number,  you  should  endeavoor  to  repair  your  loss, 
and  pre[>are  to  assist  at  the  administration  of  the  sa- 
crMuent  as  fervently  as  if  you  had  never  received  it. 
Sincerely  desire  on  your  part  to  receive  the  Holy 
Ghost;  do  all  that  depends  on  you  to  prepare  yoi« 
soul  for  the  coming  of  that  Divine  Spirit,  and  then 
confidently  hope  that  the  gifts  and  graces  of  Confirma- 
tion, which  were  not  granted  you  on  receiving  that 
Bactament,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  dispositions, 
will  he  now  infused  into  your  soul,  and  that  the  Al- 
mighty will  forget  and  pardon  in  his  mercy  the  sins 
and  ignorance  of  your  youth ;  more  particularly  as 
children  are  not  always  accountable  for  faults  com- 
mitted in  approaching  the  sacraments,  before  they 
were  sufficiently  instructed. 

On  the  oiher  hand,  if  you  be  among  those  who  were 
fiilly  instructed  before  Confirraatjon,  and  who,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  have  no  grounds  to  fear  any  se- 
rious defect  in  your  dispositions,  when  you  were  con- 
firmed, you  may,  nevertheless,  have  muOd  to  reproach 
yourself  with,  as  to  your  conduct  afterwards,  and  very 
great  need  of  renewing  the  promises  and  resolutions 
you  then  made.  Consequently,  there  is  no  one  who 
■honld  look  on  the  ceremony  of  her  companions'  Cod. 
firmation  as  a  matter  which  does  not  concern  hor ;  ua 
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the  Ronl.rai'y,  the  administration  of  this  Baerajnenl 
shouH  make  e.ich  of  those  who  were  eonfixmed,  esi- 
mine  whether  her  conduct,  since  her  Confirmation,  hai 
reallj  been  that  of  a  strong  and  perfect  ChriHiiaii. 
Yon  know  that  those  who  assist  at  the  administration 
of  this  sacrament,  participate  in  the  git^s  and  graces 
ef  the  Holy  Ghosl,  in  proportion  to  the  sincerity  of 
their  desires  for  that  happiness,  aad  the  eiforts  they 
shall  have  made  to  merit  so  great  a  blessing.  Von 
should  therefore  rejoice,  when  an  opporfunitv  occurs 
of  renewing  your  sacred  engagements  with  God,  and 
endeavour  W  profit  of  it  to  the  utmost  of  your  ability. 
If  you  have  been  confirmed,  accompany  your  com- 
panions, as  far  as  depends  on  you,  in  the  following 
preparation  for  and  thanksgiving  atter  Confirmation ; 
these  exercises  will,  of  course,  be  particularly  at- 
tonded  to  by  those  who  are  expecting  to  receive  tie 


I*reparationfor  Confirmation,  as  well  as  for  the  holy 
Commiunion,  is  divided  into  distant  and  immediate 
preparation.  The  distant  preparation  consists,  first, 
in  becoming  fully  instructed  in  the  principles  of  the 
Christian  Faith  and  Doctrine,  and  ardently  desiring 
to  receive  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  instruction  you  have 
received,  and  the  desire  you  also  probably  feel  in  a 
great  measure ;  at  least,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  ex- 
cite it  in  your  ieart,  when  you  consider  attentively, 
that  Conftrmation  imparts  that  same  Divine  Spirit 
who  descended  on  the  Apostles — that  Spiritof  Light, 
who  in  a  moment  taught  them  all  truth — that  Spirit 
of  Charity,  who  infiamed  them  with  such  transports 
»f  love— that  Spirit  of  Wisdom,  who  spoke  by  their 
tongues,  and  converted  thousands — that  Spirit  of 
Strength  and  Fortitude,  who  banished  every  shadow 
of  their  natural  timidity  and  fear — that  sweet,  con- 
soling Spirit,  who  alone  could  comfort  them  for  the 
absence  of  their  Divine  Master.  How  many  spiritual 
adrantafres  may  you  also  expect  from  the  visit  of  such 
a  juest ;  advantages  in  stme  measure  similar  lo  ibosii 
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deiived  from  it  by  the  Aposiles.  They  sincerelT 
loved  their  Loid  and  Master,  they  wished  to  serve 
him,  to  preach  his  gospel,  to  piomote  his  glory ;  yet 
nntil  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  they  had  not  the 
courage  or  strength  to  oppose  their  enemies,  or  pro- 
elaim  lo  the  world  those  truths  for  which  they  afier- 
waida  laid  down  their  Uvea.  You  also  have  formed 
many  resolutions  of  leading  a  life  worthy  of  a  Chris- 
tian ;  but  how  little  ground  have  you  for  depending 
on  yourself;  how  soon  would  you  forget  all  your 
good  purposes ;  how  little  courage  and  resolution 
would  you  have  in  overcoming  yourself,  if  God  did 
not  mercifully  impart  to  you  peculiar  graces  of 
strength,  light,  fervour,  and  perseverance!  Now, 
where  could  you  hope  more  confidently  for  Chose 
graces  than  from  the  Sacrament  you  are  going  to  re- 
ceive 1  Confirmation  is  peculiarly  instituted  for  the 
purpose  of  conferring  them.  O  how  ardently  should 
you  desire  lo  receive  such  spiritual  assistance  !  How 
grateful  should  you  be  lo  God,  who,  knowing  your 
weakness  and  inconstancy,  has  mercifully  provided  it 

The  immediate  pnparation  necessary  for  Confir- 
mation is  pointed  "ut  by  the  conduct  of  the  Apostles 
before  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  After  havina: 
been  purified  from  sin,  and  inflamed  with  the  love  of 
God  by  their  long  and  intimate  cominunieati^in  with 
Jesus  Christ,  they  retnmed  Iq  Jerusalem  immediate- 
ly after  the  ascension  of  their  Divine  Master.  There 
Uiey  spent  ten  days  retired  in  the  cenacle,  perseTering 
with  o«5  accord  mprayer,  (Acts  i.  14.)  and  earnestly 
supplicating  the  descent  of  the  promised  Comforter. 
Whence  you  perceive  that  immediate  preparation  for 
Confirmation  consists,  first,  in  being  in  a  state  of 
grace;  secondly,  in  spending  some  time  inretitement; 
mud  thirdly,  in  earnestly  begging  of  God,  by  fervent 
prayer,  to  give  you  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  dispose 
your  heart  for  his  reception.  You  are  fully  aware  tit 
the  atiaoluio  necessity  of  the  first  of  those  dispositiooB, 
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BircB  you  know  that  Confirmation  is  a  Sacr;miwn  irf 
the  living,  which  would  not  only  be  unprofitable,  but 
inJMriouB  to  a  soul  dead  in  mortal  Gin  The  Holy 
Spirit  of  Wisdom,  saya  the  Scripture,  will  not  enter 
a  maliciovi  soul,  nor  dwell  in  a  body  subject  to  sin, 
(Wisd.  i.  i.)  Your  first  concern,  then,  should  be,  to 
make  yon  confession  with  all  the  dispositions  yon 
know  to  be  necessary  for  obtaining  pardon  from  Grod, 
and  ail  the  graces  annexed  t«  the  sacrament. 

Situated  as  yoa  ate  now,  it  is  not  necessary  to  re- 
mind you  of  the  second  immediate  preparation  [or 
Confirmation,  -vie.  a  short  retreat  in  imitation  of  the 
Apostles.  You  will  conform  to  the  general  luie  in 
that  respect,  and  would  do  well  to  observe  the  few 
recommendations  given  for  the  time  of  retreat,  to 
those  preparing  for  their  first  communion. 

The  third  immediate  preparation  is  an  increased 
desire  to  receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  persevering 
mpplioations  to  obtain  that  gieat  gifl  from  God.  To 
comply  with  this  duty  of  prayer,  you  should,  in  the 
first  place,  discharge  with  great  fervour  your  accus- 
tomed spiritual  exercises,  as  well  as  the  additjonal 
devotions  of  retreat ;  secondly,  you  should  earnestly 
implore  the  Divine  Spirit  lo  descend  on  you  with  hia 
seven-fold  gifts.  This  will  be  best  done  by  the  fol- 
lowing or  any  other  short  aspirations  frequentlv  re 
pflated  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

Come,  0  Holy  Ghost!  replenish  my  heart,  and  en- 
kindle in  it  the  iire  of  thy  love. 
O  Divine  Spirit !  take  Ml  possession  of  my  whola 

O  sacred  Light  1  enlighten  my  understanding. 

Divine  fire  of  Love  I  inflame  my  heart. 

0  Spirit  of  heavenly  Fortitude !  strengthen  me.  and 
inspire  me  with  Christian  courage. 

0  Spirit  of  Truth !  come,and  teach  me  alltruth;  come 
an!  shonr  me  the  vanity  of  the  world ;  come,  sod 
male  me  a  strong  and  perfect  Christian. 
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Thirdly,  beseech  ihe  Almighty  with  eamcslneai 
and  humility  to  impart  to  you  his  heavenly  Spitit. 
Call  to  mind  the  consolatory  promise  which  Jesus 
Christ  made,  that  his  heavenly  Father  tnill  give  hia 
good  Spirit  to  (hem  thai  ask  it.  (Luke  xi.  13.)  Lastly, 
address  yourself  to  the  Holy  Ghost  himself ;  implore 
with  confidence  his  descent  into  yout  heart,  and  also 
those  seven-fold  gifts  which  are  the  peculiar  graees 
conferred  by  Confirmation.  Yout  Catechism,  which 
explains  their  separate  effects,  tells  you  that  they 
serve  as  a  great  help  to  virtue,  and  to  make  us  perfect 
in  the  ways  of  God :  therefore  you  should  earnestly 
beg  them  of  Him  who  is  the  giver  of  every  perfect 
gift.  For  this  intention  you  would  do  well  to  say 
daily  the  following  short  prayers,  with  the  hymn  Vent 
Creator  Spiritus,  eight  or  ten  days  before  youreeeive 
the  Sacrament  of  Conhrmation. 

A  Prayer  iefore  Confirmation. 

0  God  of  infinite  goodness !  who  wert  graciously 
pleased  at  my  baptism  to  make  me  thv  child,  and  to 
imprint  on  my  sonl  the  character  of  a  Christian,  mer- 
cifuHy  pardon  my  having  hitherto  so  badly  corre- 
sponded  with  thy  unbounded  mercies ;  receive  my 
fervent  thanksgiving  for  all  the  faronrs  bestowed  on 
me  from  my  birth  to  this  moment,  particularly  for  my 
being  now  ranked  among  those  who  are  to  be  pecu- 
liarly consecrated  to  thee  by  the  Sacrament  of  Con- 
firmation. Thou  oflerest  me  the  greatest  of  thy 
gifts ;  thou  art  about  to  seal  my  soul  with  the  sacred 
character  of  a  soldier  of  Christ,  in  addition  to  tl'at 
which  already  distinguishes  me  as  a  Christian.  O 
my  good  and  merciful  Father !  encouraged  by  such 
special  marks  of  predilection,  I  venture  to  implore 
with  confidence  that  then  wouldst  thyself  infuse  into 
my  heart  all  the  dispositions  necessary  for  becoming 
Ibe  residence  of  thy  holy  Spirit.  Alas !  my  Gad,  1 
un  far  from  possessing  those  sentiments  of  faith,  love, 
bnmility,  and  forviiur,  which  should  now  animate  my 


B>  Google 


880  A  PRAVER  TO  THE  HOLY  OH09T,  ETC 

soul ;  but  it  will  be  eas;  for  thee  to  grant  (hein  to  ms 
I  miKt  BJncerely  detest  every  sltiof  my  life,  and  everj 
(aiilt,  or  even  imperfect  inclination  which  may  be  an 
obiitaclB  to  the  graeea  tliou  desitest  to  bestow  on  tliy 
UEworlhy  ehild.  Do  thou  deign  to  purify  me  from 
every  stain,  by  applying  to  my  soul  the  infinite  ;tieril* 
of  thy  death  and  passion.  I  purpose  most  sincere 
tn  serve  thee  wiih  fidelity  from  this  day  forward  ;  bv 
I  fee!  tliat  I  am  too  weak  to  execute  my  resolutio  , 
it  left  to  myself;  therefore,  I  conjure  thee  to  imparl 
to  me  thy  holy  Spirit,  that,  like  ^le  Apostles,  I  may 
be  endued  with  strength  -from  on  high,  and  inspired 
uritli  courage  and  res<3ution  to  prove  Tuyself  in  reality 
thy  follower.  I  desire  t«  receive  this  most  precious 
favour ;  but  do  thou  tender  this  desire,  still  more  ar- 
dent, and  accept,  on  my  behalf,  the  fervent  desires 
which  animated  the  heart  of  thy  blessed  Mother  and 
the  Apostles  pre-iious  to  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  let  their  perfect  dispositions  in  every  othei 
respect  atone  and  supply  for  my  deficiencies. 

Prayer  to  ike  Holy  Ghost,  to  beg  the  Descent  of  thai 
divine  Spirit  with  his  aevejt-fold  Gifts, 
O  HKAVENtY  SpiMT !  whom  I  earnestly  desire  to 
receive  in  the  Sacrament  of  Confirmation,  meroi 
fiilly  deign  to  descend  an  nie  with  all  thy  giAs  and 
gtaces.  Grant  rpe,  I  conjure  thee,  the  gift  of  Wis- 
dom, that  I  may  despise  in  future  the  vain  pleasures 
of  the  world,  aid  take  delight  in  the  service  of  God. 
Grsit  meithe  gift  of  Understanding,  that  I  may  com- 
yiehend  the  truths  which  my  holy  religion  teaches — 
the  gift  of  Counsel,  that  I  may  discover  and  avoid  the 
snares  of  the  devil  and  the  *orld — the  gift  of  Forti- 
tude, that  I  may  steadily  execute  my  good  resolutions, 
and  imitate  the  glorious  example  of  many  of  my  age  and 
sex,  who  preferred  torments  and  death,  rather  than  to 
offend  God.  Bestow  on  me  the  gift  of  Knowledge. 
that  I  mav  discern  and  ftuthfliU^  execute  the  will  of 
Sod  in  all  circumstances — the  gift  of  Piety,  tlut  mf 
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heart  may  he  penetrated  with  lender  love  foi  God 
and  fo.-  all  tli^  regards  his  moat  holy  service  — Ihe 
gift  of  Fear,  that  my  soul  may  be  liUed  with  a  salu 
tacy  apprebeiision  of  the  divine  judgments,  and  dread 
noUiing  so  much  as  to  fall  unprepared  into  the  hands 
of  the  living  God.  O  eternal  Light!  0  infinite 
Charity !  0  increated  Wisdom,  who  replenishost  the 
hearts  of  the  faithful,  end  kindlest  in  Sheni  the  fire  of 
thy  love!  O  holy  Spirit!  who  didst  inspire  ths 
prophets,  who  presides!  over  the  Chiireh,  who  con- 
vtutest  sinners,  and  sanctlfiest  milliona  tl^t  Usten  to 
thy  inspirations,  despise  noC  my  yo\ith,  my  ignoranoe, 
and  weakness ;  in.  a  moment  thou  couldst  enlighten 
the  darkest  understanding,  and  soften  the  hardest 
heart.  0!  come  then  iiit« my  heait;  come, heaven- 
ly Spirit ;  and  do  not  delay. 

0  sacred  Virgin!  Spouse  of  ihe  Holy  Ghost,  whose 

fire  soul  was  the  chosen  tahernacle  of  tliat  heavenly 
piiit,  and  who  above  all  creatures  wert  plentifully 
enriched  with  his  choicest  gifts  and  graces,  intercede 
for  me,  and  by  thy  powerful  prayers  prepare  me  for 
the  happiness!  so  smoerely  desire. 

Glorious  Apostles!  who  received  the  plentitude  of 
the  Divine  Spirit,  obtain  for  me  oy  your  prayers  a 
share  in  the  perfect  dispositions  which  prepared  vou 
to  receive  that  consolatory  Spirit. 

The  Ceremony  of  Confirm atiok. 

On  the  morning  of  your  Confirmation,  renew  with 
ledoahled  fervour  your  desire  to  he  replenished  with 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Assist  at  the  holy  Sacrifice  of  the 
Mass  with  partieular  devotion,  and  offer  up  the  adora- 
ble Victim  of  our  Altars  to  atone  for  all  the  sins  of 
your  life,  and  to  obtain  any  disposition  which  the  all- 
aeeing  eye  of  God  may  dfccern  to  he  still  wanting  in 
your  heart. 

After  the  holy  Sacrifice  is  concluded,  call  to  mil!'' 
rtie  explanation  wlueh  has  been  given  you  of  ei 
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eereinonj  used  in  the  administration  of  the  Sacrament 
of  Confinnation,  that  thereby  you  mayreteive  it  with 
more  devotion  and  reverenoe ;  then  devoutly  join  in 
the  prayers  offered  for  you  by  the  Bishop  in  adminis. 
tering  the  Sacrament.  The  ceremony  is  as  follows; 
First,  the  Bisliop  turning  towards  those  to  be  coQ' 
"irmcd,  says  ; 

May  the  Holy  Ghost  come  down  upon  yoa,  and 
the  power  of  the  fHosc  High  keep  you  from  aJl  sin. 

JG.  Amen. 

Signing  himself  with  the  sign  of  thesJJ^ross,  he 

Sish.  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  lord. 

R.  Who  made  heaven  ind  earth. 

BisL  O  Lord,  hear  my  prayer. 

R.  And  let  my  cry  come  unto  thee. 

Bis/i.  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

R.  And  with  thy  spirit. 

Then  he  extends  his  hands  over  ihose  to  he  eon 
firmed,  and  addresses  a  solemn  prayer  to  the  Eternal 
Father,  begging,  through  Jesos  Christ  his  divine  Son, 
that  he  would  send  down  his  holy  Spirit,  with  all  his 
gifls  and  graces,  into  their  souls. 

Bish.  Let  us  pray.  0  almighty  and  everlasting 
God !  who  haat  vouchsafed  to  regeneraio  these  thy 
servants  by  water'  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  who  hast 
given  them  the  remission  of  all  their  sins,  send  forth 
ui>on  them  thy  seven-fold  holy  Spirit,  the  Paraclete 
from  heaven. 

R.  Amen. 

Bish.  Ths  spirit  of  wisdom  and  of  understanding 

R.  Amen 

Bisk.  The  spirit  of  counsel  and  of  fortitude. 

R.  Amen. 

Bisk.  The  spirit  of  knowledge  and  of  ])iety. 

R.  Amen. 

Bisk.  Replenish  them  with  the  spirit  of  thy  fear, 
and  sign  them  with  the  sign  of  the»fCros3  of  Christ, 
ji  thy  mercy,  unto  life  everlasting ;  thiongh  t.ho  sams 
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JesDB  GhrJBt  thy  Son  our  Lord,  who  lireth  and  reign- 
eth  wiih  thee  in  the  unity  of  the  same  Holy  Spirit 
one  God,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

Then  the  Bishop,  making  the  sign  of  the  Cross  on 
the  forehead  of  each  of  those  who  ate  to  be  confirmed 
with  holy  ch.-isra,  and  calling  her  by  the  name  she  has 
phosen,  says :  N.  I  sign  tlee  with  the  sign  of  the 
Cross,  and  confirm  thee  with  the  chrism  of  salya- 
lioii,  in  the  name  of  the  Fathei^  and  of  the  Son>5", 
and  of  tie  Holy"{d5host. 

After  which,  he  gives  the  person  confirmed  aslight 
stroke  on  the  cheek,  saying  at  the  same  time.  Peace 
be  vHlh  thee. 

As  soon  as  yon  return  to  your  place,  after  having 
been  confiimed,  raise  your  heart  to  God  in  sentiments 
of  the  most  lively  gratitude.  Imagine  you  are  among 
the  Apostles  after  the  descent  of  flie  Holy  Ghost,  and 
join  most  devoutly  in  the  transports  with  which  they 
glorified  Qod.  You  need  not  be  recommended  to  ob- 
serve the  most  edifying  recollection  and  modesty 
while  the  Bishop  continues  to  administer  the  Sacra- 
ment. The  adorable  guest  you  have  received  will 
excite  you  to  sentiments  of  ttie  most  profound  vene- 
ration and  humility,  particularly  when  you  consider 
how  unworthy  you  are  of  his  presence ;  you  may  em- 
ploy those  few  moments  in  reflecting  on  your  happi- 
ness, and  thank  God  for  it  in  any  terms  your  devotion 
may  suggest.  The  sentiments  of  the  heart  are  at  all 
times  prefertJile  to  any  set  form,  but  more  partiou- 
.arly  at  a  time  when  you  ni  '  "  '  ■■  ■  ■■ 
tie  suggested  by  tlie  divini     , 

After  all  have  been  confirmed,  the  Bishop  wasnea 
his  hands ;  in  the  mean  time  the  following  Anthem  ii 
iaid ;  Confirm,  0  Lord,  that  which  thou  hast  wrought 
in  us  from  thy  holv  temple  which  is  in  Jerusalem. 
Glmy  be  m  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the 
Holy  Ghost,    As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  &o. 

"Confirm,  O  Lord,"  &c.  as  above. 

Then  the  Bishop  standing,  turned  towards  the  altar 
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tftys  the  following  prayers,  ir.  which  you  should  de 
"Toutly  join. 

Biah.  Show  us,  O  Lord,  thy  mercy 

JJ.  And  CTant  us  thy  salvation. 

Bish.  0  Lord,  hear  my  prayer. 

R.  And  let  my  cry  come  unto  Ihee. 

Sish.  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

E.  And  with  thy  spirit. 

Bish.  Lei  us  pray.  O  God,  who  garest  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  thy  Apostles,  and  hast  been  pleased  to  or- 
tiain  that  by  them  and  their  successors  tliat  same  di- 
vine Spirit  should  be  given  to  the  rest  of  the  faithful, 
mercifullv  look  down  upon  what  we  thy  servants  havo 
done,  and  grant  that  the  hearts  of  these  thy  faithful, 
whose  foreheads  we  have  anointed  with  the  sacred 
chrism,  and  signed  with  tlje  sign  of  the  Cross,  may, 
by  the  same  Holy  Spirit  coming  down  unto  them,  and 
by  his  vouohsating  to  dwell  in  them,  be  made  Iha 
temple  of  his  glory,  who  with  the  Father  and  tho 
Holy  Ghost  liveth  and  reignelh  God,  woilil  without 
end.     Amen. 

Then  the  Bishop  concludes  the  ceremony  by  giving 
a  solemn  Benediction  to  al!  present  in  these  words : 

Behold,  thus  shall  every  man  be  blessed  who  fear- 
eththe  Lord.  May  the  Lord  bless»Jyou  out  of  Sion, 
that  you  may  see  the  good  ttengs  of  Jerusalem  all  the 
days  of  vour  life,  and  that  you  may  live  with  him  for 
all  eternity.    Amen. 

When  preparing  for  Conlirmation,  you  were  in- 
structed ir.  the  obligations  you  were  about  to  contract 
by  that  sacrament,  you  did  not  of  course  neglect  re- 
flecting on  their  importance,  and  resulvingto  comply 
with  them  to  the  utmost  of  your  power.  Now,  how- 
ever, thai  yai  have  been  confirmed,  you  would  do 
well  to  renew  those  good  resolutions,  and  again  con- 
sider the  motives  wMoh  induced  you  to  form  thenj. 
Jesus  Christ  promised  that  the  Holy  Ghost  shoiiid 
recall  to  the  minds  of  the  Apostles  all  whalsoevet  ha 
had  said  to  them : — the  presence  of  the  same  Divine 
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Spiiit  will  assist  you  also  to  recollect,  to  comprehend, 
•nd  to  impiove,  fiom  tJie  instructions  you  have  re 
eeived  in  his  name. 


their  conduct  after  tftedescentof  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
two  principal  fruits  you  should  draw  from  the  sacta- 
ment  you  have  juat  received :  First,  they  became 
courageous  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ.  Before  the  de- 
scent of  the  Divine  Spirit,  they  were  so  timid,  that 
the  most  courageous  amongst  them  was  by  a  few 
words  intimidated  into  a  denial  of  his  Diiine  Master 
and  all  abandoned  Jesus  Christ  in  his  ds.ngera  and  hu- 
miliations :  but  no  sooner  had  they  received  the  pro- 
mised strengthening  Spirit,  than  they  boldly  professed 
themselves  followers  of  Him  whom  so  short  a  time 
before  they  had  shamefully  abandoned  ;  they  preachr 
ed  the  sacred  name  of  Jesus  aloud  to  those  who  had 
but  him  to  death.  As  St.  Chrysostom  says  :  "  they 
weie  assailed  by  all  descriptions  of  persons,  and 
threatened  with  all  sorts  of  torments,  Are,  sword,  and 
%rild  beasts  :  yet,  like  generous  champions  of  Christ, 
they  treated  them  all  with  as  much  contempt  as  if 
they  were  painted  enemies."  Considerthese  glorious 
models,  and  remember,  that  you  have  now  been  signed 
with  the  sign  of  the  Cross,  and  thereby  peculiarly  en- 
listed under  its  banner,  to  fight  the  battles  of  Christ ; 
first,  against  the  world,  by  opposing  its  false  maxims 
uid  dangerous  customs ;  secondly,  against  the  flesh, 
cy  combating  your  passions,  bad  habits,  aad  evil  in- 
clhiations ;  tm«lly,  against  the  devil,  by  resisting  hia 
temptations  and  suggestions.  This  is  the  glorious 
waifare  in  which  you  are  now  engaged  :  it  will  re- 
quire many  sacrifices  and  much  courage ;  but  you 
have  received  graces  in  proportion,  since  you  have 
been  visited  by  the  same  strengthening  Spirit  who 
comforted,  fortified,  inspired,  and  sanctified  the  Apos- 
tles. 

Tbtt  second  elTect  produced  In  the  Apostlee  by  the 
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desoont  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  was  their  wonderftt 
change,  from  wavermg  and  imperfect  disciple*,  at 
Christ,  into  strong  and  perfect  Christians.  They  had 
always  been  followers  of  our  Redeemer,  and  weca 
sincerely  attached  to  his  divine  person ;  but  Ihey 
were  still  stioject  to  many  failings;  they  weie  ft*- 
qneniiy  influenced  by  the  false  maxims  of  the  \vorld ; 
desirous  of  its  honours,  and  ao  dnll,  as  scarce  ever  to 
comprehend  thoroughly  the  heavenly  doctrine  which 
Cht^t  so  often  preached  to  them,  conoeming  the  con- 
tempt of  the  world,  or  the  love  of  the  cross.  It  waa 
not  so  afler  they  received  the  Holy  Ghost ;  no  sooner 
had  that  Spirit  of  Light  descended  on  them,  than  they 
were  literally  changed  into  new  men ;  their  under- 
standings were  opened,  so  that  they  perfectly  com- 
prehended those  divine  lessons  of  virtue  which  the 
gospel  teaches,  but  which  before  appeared  to  them  sb 
many  mysteries.  Their  false  notions  were  rectified, 
so  that  they  valaed  and  sought  after  the  sufferings 
and  humiliations  from  which  they  once  fled,  and  con- 
sidered it  a  folly  to  glory  in  any  thing  beside  a  close 
resemblance  with  their  criicified  Master.  "  O !"  ex- 
claims St.  Leo,  "  how  quickly  is  that  learned  which 
God  deigns  to  teach !"  As  Uiis  same  powerful  Mas- 
ter has  now  blessed  you  vuith  his  presence,  and  speaks 
to  your  heart,  liis  divine  lessons  should  produce  in 
you  also  this  second  effect  of  Confirmation,  which  is, 
to  render  you  a  strong  and  perfect  Christian.  What 
is  it  to  be  a  strong  and  perfect  Christian  1  Remem- 
ber it  well,  and  imprint  it  on  yoor  mind,  that  the  sa 
cred  i:  haracter  you  have  just  been  sealed  with  may 
.not  tend  to  your  eternal  condemnation.  It  is  to  glory 
in  your  name  of  Christian ;  it  is  to  follow  Christ,  from 
whom  you  derive  that  glorioos  name ;  to  profess  hia 
doctrine,  not  only  in  words,  hut  by  tho  tenour  of  your 
life ;  to  vatue  nothing  so  much  as  virtue ;  to  dread 
nothing  so  much  as  sin ;  to  despise  the  world,  in  soora 
being  a  slave  to  its  opinions,  its  menaces,  or  its  de< 
oeitfiil  promises ;  and  above  all,  to  show  forth  in  jou 
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"ondi  et  the  twelve  fruits  cif  the  Holy  Ghost,  which 
ihoiihl  bi!  the  lasting  and  solid  eifects  of  Confirmatioii 
k  those  who  worthily  receire  that  saerament,  and 
who  correspond  with  the  graces  it  confers :  therefore, 
as  you  have  reason  to  trust  in  the  lioerey  of  God,  that 

Em  did  not  fall  in  a,iiy  of  the  essential  dispositions  for 
onftrmation,  yon  have  now  only  to  profit  of  the  great 
gift  you  have  received,  and  to  let  every  one  see  that 
this  sacrament  has  produced  in  you  the  fruits  of  tr.e 
Holy  Ghost,  viz.  Charity,  Joy,  Peace,  Patience,  Lon- 
ganimity, or  Perseverance,  Goodness,  Benignity, 
Slildiiess,  Fidelity,  or  Sincerity,  Modesty,  Continen- 
cy,  and  Chastity.  Yon  know  the  meaning  of  those 
virtues,  w(d  the  method  of  exercising  them ;  but  you 
should  particularly  attend  to  those  which  peculiarly 
appertain  to  your  sex  and  present  age ;  such  aa 
Charity,  which  does  not  merely  consiBt  in  loving  God, 
but  also  in  loving  your  neighbour  for  his  sake ; — Pa- 
tience, which  is  exercised  on  a  thousand  little  occa- 
sionS:  that  too  ofien  serve  to  irritate  those  who  did 
not  correct  their  tempers  in  their  youth  ; — and  Mild- 
ness, which  is  so  peculiarly  necessary  and  attractive 
in  your  sex ; — Modesty,  tiat  amiable  virtue,  which 
renders  those  who  are  so  happy  as  to  possess  it,  si- 
lent and  reth^ng,  diffident  of  their  abilities  and  opin- 
ions, reserved  in  their  manners,  and  strictly  careful  in 
regulating  their  words,  actions,  and  desires,  according 
to  the  exact  rules  of  Christian  decorum,  despising, 
with  the  wisdom  and  generosity  of  a  Christian,  all  the 
follies,  fashions,  and  customs  of  others.  These  vir- 
tues in  particular,  are  the  fruits  you  should  draw  from 
yoor  Confirmation ;  they  are  the  ornaments  of  your 
sex ;  without  them,  every  gift  from  nature,  every  ad- 
vantage from  education,  every  accomplishment, would 
expose  you  rather  to  contempt,  danger,  and  ridiculoi 
than  to  esteem  or  admiration.  Beg  them  most  ear- 
nestly, from  ihfl  heavenly  Spirit  you  have  received 
and  also  implore  the  other  frails  of  his  holy  presence, 
(uulicularly  Charity,  which  is  the  perfection  of  eveij 
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virtae,  and  which  in  itself  contains  them  alt.  Foi 
this  intention,  and  in  thanltsgiving  for  the  inestimable 
advantages  you  hare  received,  say  devontly  the  fol- 
lowing prayer  every  day  for  a  week  or  fortnight  aftei 
Confirmation. 

A  Prayer  after  Confirmation. 

Is  i;  possible,  O  my  good  and  merciful  Creator,  that 
thou  hast  so  far  overlooked  my  misery  and  unwor- 
thinees,  as  to  make  ray  soul  the  tabernacle  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit !  Can  I  believe  that  I  am  now  honoured 
with  the  presence  and  enriched  with  the  gifts  and 
graces  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ^  Yes,  I  firmly  hope  that 
thou  hast  not  been  deaf  to  my  petitions ;  1  hope  I  au> 
now  in  possession  of  that  saered  gift  I  so  ardently  de- 
sired. 0  my  God !  accept  the  praises  of  thy  angeia 
and  saints  in  thankegiving  for  thy  unbounded  meriiiea 
in  my  regard.  May  the  blessed  Mother  of  thy  Di- 
vine Son,  and  the  glorious  ehoir  of  Apostles,  thank 
thee  for  me.  May  the  Cross  of  Jesus  Christ,  with 
which  my  forehead  has  been  signed,  defend  me  from 
all  ray  enemies,  and  save  me  at  the  last  day.  May  the 
inward  unction  of  sanctifying  grace,  figured  by  the 
chrism  with  which  1  have  been  anointed,  penetrate 
my  soul,  soften  my  heart,  strengthen  my  will,  and 
Bonsecrate  my  whole  being  to  thy  service. 

O  heavenly  Spirit '  third  person  of  the  adorable 
Trinity  1  whom  I  have  received,  and  most  fervently 
adore,  deign  to  take  eternal  possession  of  my  soul, 
create  and  maintain  therein  the  purity  and  sanctity 
which  becomes  thy  temple.  0  Spirit  of  Wisdoml 
preside  over  allmythoughts,  words,  and  actions,  from 
this  hour  to  the  moment  of  my  death.  Spirit  of  Dn- 
di  rsianding '.  enlighten  and  teach  me.  Spirit  of 
Counsel !  direct  my  youth  and  inexperience.  Spirit 
of  Fortitude !  strengthen  my  weakness.  Spirit  of 
Knowledge !  instruct  my  ignorance.  Spirit  of  Piety  t 
make  me  fervent  in  good  works.  Spirit  of  Pear !  re- 
etrain  me  from  all  evil.     Spirit  of  Peace!  give  me 


thy  peace :  I  neither  desire  nor  ask  the  peace  which 
Ihe  world  gives — the  false  peace  found  in  pleasure 
and  Belf-gratification — but  the  solid,  lasling  peace, 
which  I  know  from  my  own  experience  is  only  found 
in  the  aeirice  of  God.  Teach  me  m  future  to  place 
"  '  ness  and  peace  in  serving 
enderiy  loved  me — in  coro- 
ir,  who  has  chosen  me  fof 
^  :o  and  obeying  thy  voice, 
0  Divine  Spirit !  who  hast  deigned  W  maJce  my  soul 
Ihy  habitation.  Heavenly  Spirit !  dwelling  within 
nie,  let  thy  sacred  presence  change  my  heart,  and  in- 
fluence the  whole  tenour  of  my  future  life.  Let  all 
my  works  be  fruits  of  Charily  ;  infuse  into  my  heart 
the  joy  of  a  good  conscience,  and  teach  me  to  delight 
in  the  service  of  God,  and  to  despise  the  false  Joys  of 
the  world.  Give  me  grace  to  preserve  peace  with 
God,  my  neighbour,  and  myself: — give  me  pu/ieice 
lo  bear  with  all  the  ills  of  this  life ; — make  me  per- 
senere  in  the  service  of  God,  and  enable  me  to  act  on 
all  occasions  with  Goodness,  Benignity,  Mildness,  and 
Fidelity.  Let  the  heavenly  virtues  of  Modesty,  Can- 
Hitency,  and  Chastity,  adorn  the  t«mple  thou  hast 
chosen  for  thy  abode.  O  Spirit  of  Purity  I  by  thy 
hll-powerful  grace  preserve  my  soul  from  the  misfor- 
tune of  sin,  which  for  all  eternity  will  be  distinguish- 
ed by  the  double  title  and  sacred  character  of  a  Chris- 
tian by  Baptism,  and  a  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ  by  the 
Sacrament  of  Confirmation.     Amen. 


On  the  Prerenob  of  God. 
Thkre  is  no  practice  of  piety  so  universally  nee 
lected  by  young  persons,  as  that  of  reflecting  on  Ihfc 
presence  of  God,  or  in  other  words,  the  recollcNilion 
of  the  divine  presence.  To  that  question  of  the  Gate- 
ehism  which  asks,  Where  is  Gad}  they  all  readily 
answer,  that  God  is  eve-ry  where  ;  yet  uothing  is  to 
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rue  with  Ihem  as  to  think  of  God  any  where  but  ii 
his  temple,  or  even  to  reflect  that  it  is  a  duty  to  da  sa 
St  any  time  but  at  prayer.  You  perhaps,  no  less  than 
others,  are  negligent  in  tius  respect ;  you  receive  tha 
blessings  of  tho  Almighty  without  thinking  of  thelt 
Briurce.  Fiom  morning  till  night  you  are  guarded 
fiom  a  thousand  dangers  by  his  wateiiful  ProTidenco, 
nourished  and  clothed  by  his  infinite  liberality;  yel 
seldom,  perhaps  never,  during  the  day,  do  you  reflect 
on  the  presence  and  goodness  of  your  Benefactor,  or 
raise  your  heart  in  thanksgiving.  This  is  worse  than 
tlioughtlessness — -it  is  great  ingratitude,  whinh  you 
wouM  be  sorry  to  be  guilty  of  towards  a  fellow-crea- 
ture. But  the  chief  cause  why  young  persons  who 
are  instrocted,  and  otherwise  well  disposed,  do  noi 
aim  at  this  virtue,  is,  that  they  fancy  it  is  some  high 
point  of  perfection  reserved  »  the  saints,  and  beyond 
their  age  and  abilities.  This  false  notion  which  they 
generally  entertain  of  its  great  diffioulty,  is  an  error, 
b  which  it  is  the  interest  of  the  devil  to  keep  them ; 
because  it  is  eertab,  that  the  enemy  of  their  salva- 
tion could  not  succeed  in  half  his  attempts  against 
them,  if  they  did  not  quite  forget  the  presence  ofCkid. 
If  this  be  your  idea  also,  you  will  perceive  how  great 
your  mistake  is,  when  you  learn  that  the  rea!  practice 
of  this  virtue  merely  consists  in  three  things,  which 
arepossible  to  every  one. 

First,  m  never  committing  any  deliberate  fan!t,fe. 
cause  God  is  present ;  calling  to  mind,  when  you  ars 
Winpted  to  sin,  that  God  is  looking  on,  (o  see  whether 

giu  love  him  sufiiciently  to  overcome  yourself,  and 
e  devil,  for  his  sake. 

Secondly,  in  offering  each  of  your  actions  to  God, 
with  a  pure  mtention  of  pleasing  him. 

Thirdly,  in  frequently  raising  your  heart  to  God  iii 


a  habitual  recollection 
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of  God  is  not,  you  perceive,  any  thing  beyond  yum 
oomprehenaion  or  ability  ;  on  the  contrary,  circuni' 
Btanced  as  yoii  are  at  preaent,  yoa  should  find  it  ex- 
tremely easy.  The  regulations  to  whicL  you  are  now 
ohliged  to  conform,  are  precisely  calculated  lo  habit- 
nate  you  to  the  practice  of  those  three  points  in  which 
the  virtue  of  the  presence  of  God  consists. 

You  are  under  the  eye  of  some  person  whom  yoo 
would  not  grieve  or  displease,  by  committing  any  fault 
in  her  presence ;  her  company  is  no  impediment  to 
your  recreation ;  on  the  contrary,  it  contributes  to 
your  pleasure,  and  it  only  proves  a  restraint  when 
you  are  tempted  to  act  wi^eng.  In  the  very  same 
manner  should  the  presence  of  God  influence  joui 
ponduct  during  your  life.  It  should  prevent  your 
committing  deliberate  fitults,  yet  never  appear  a 
gloomy  or  troublesome  restraint,  as  so  many  young 
persons  falsely  imagine  it  to  be. 

Beside  the  general  oblation  of  the  thoughts  and 
actions  of  the  day,  included  in  your  morning  prayers, 
you  have  a  public  offering  made  of  your  studies  and 
other  such  occupations,  before  their  commencement. 
This  is  to  habituate  you  to  that  purity  of  intention,  and 
recollnotion  of  God,  which  is  the  second  requisite  for 
walking  worthily  in  his  divine  presence. 

The  aspiration  which  is  m^e  aloud  for  all  when 
the  cloclc  strikes,  is  intended  to  remind  yon  of  the 
divine  presence,  and  to  teach  you  the  holy  practice 
of  frequently  raising  jour  heart  to  God  in  the  midst 
of  your  studies  and  other  occupations ;  therefore  it 
will  be  entirely  your  own  fault  if  yoa  do  not  enter 
the  worW  with  a  happy  facility  of  remembeiing  Him 
who  never  forgets  you — a  holy  horror  of  committing 
any  fault  in  the  presence  of  Him  who  etmld  that 
instant  punish  it — and  a  confirmed,  habit  of  effeiing 
all  your  actions  to  that  divine  Being,  wlir  will  not 
let  M.  cup  of  cold  water  given  for  hia  sake  go  uure- 
warded. 
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On  the  Sign  of  Ihe  CKosa. 
There  is  nothing  which  csn  more  effectually  aaain 
ycra  to  recollect  the  presence  of  God,  and  remind  you 
of  tlie  duty  of  consecrating  all  that  yon  say  or  do  to 
hia  honour  a,nd  glory,  than  the  frequent  and  devout 
ase  of  the  sign  of  the  Close.  Thia  sacred  sign  has 
■Jnrays  heen  used  by  the  Church  ti)  signi^,  that  all 
graces  and  spintual  assistance  are  derived  from  tha 
cross  and  passion  of  Jesus  Christ,     When  aocom- 

Cnied  with  corresponding  sentiments,  it  is  an  excel- 
it  form  of  prayer,  a  fervent  act  of  faith,  of  hope, 
■ind  of  charity,  beside  being  a  public  and  SQleiuo 
Profession  ot  our  belief  ut  those  mysteries  of  oui 
'cligion,  which  we  must  all  believe  and  profess  in 
flrder  to  be  saved ;  namely,  the  Unity  and  Trinity 
)f  God,  the  Incarnation,  Death,  and  Resurrection  of 
rar  Saviour. 

The  sign  of  the  Cross  should  always  be  dear  to 
you  as  the  sign  of  a  Christian,  the  badge  of  a  Chris- 
tian, wid  the  glory  of  a  Christian — as  uie  distinctive 
mark  of  Christ's  true  followers, — as  a  memorial  of 
the  sufferings  of  Christ  on  the  Cross,  and  of  your 
own  deliverance  from  eternal  death  by  and  tlirough 
those  sufferings.  To  merit,  by  an  application  of  this 
Having  sign,  the  fruits  of  that  Cross  and  Passion  which 
it  represents,  you  should  accustom  yourself  to  make 
it  devoutly,  freciaentl^,  and  openly.  You  should 
make  it  devoutly,  that  is,  with  gratitude  fur  the  bleas- 
inga  which  you  enjoy  through  that  Pav^on,  and  with 
■incere  sorrow  for  your  sins.  Remember  tliat  a 
precipitate,  diaiespeciful,  as  it  were  half  method  of 
signing  yourself  with  the  Sign  of  the  Cross,  is  in 
reality  to  dishonour  it,  and  to  liken  yourself  to  those 
who  professedly  deride  and  contemn  it.  Next,  yon 
shouid  make  thd  Sign  of  the  Cioes/Tequenlly.  This 
is  inculcated  by  the  example  of  the  primitive  Chris- 
tians, wh't  by  thb  sacred  sign  consecrated  themselTea 
10  (lod,  and  irnptored  his  blessing  in  every  acticfio.  It 
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B  also  Btrong'ly  recnnimended  by  all  lh<  great  eaintu 
and  lathers  of  the  Church ;  amcng  the  test,  by  the 
devout  St.  Ephrem,  who  says,  speaking  on  this  Sub- 
ject :  "  Cover  thyself  with  the  sign  of  the  Cross,  aa 
vrith  a,  shield,  signing  with  it  thy  limbs  and  thy  iieart. 
Ann  tliyself  with  this  sign  at  thy  studies,  and  at  all 
liiriQS,  for  it  is  the  conqueror  of  death — the  opener  of 
the  gates  of  paradise — the  great  guard  of  the  Ubureh. 
Fail  not  to  carry  this  armour  about  with  thee  in  every 
place,  every  day  and  night,  every  hour  and  moment. 
Whether  thou  art  at  work,  or  eatesl,  or  drinkest,  or 
traveilest,  or  whatsiwver  else  thou  dost,  sign  and  arm 
thyself  with  the  saving  Sign  of  the  Cross.  Sign 
with  it  thy  bed ;  and  whatever  thou  usest,  sign  it  at 
first  with  the  Sign  of  the  Cross,  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  This 
is  an  invincible  armour,  and  no  one  can  hurt  thee,  if 
thou  art  armed  with  it."  Endeavour  to  reduce  this 
Btrong-  adm<jnition  so  fervently  to  practice,  that  your 
most  devout  and  ordinary  actons,  the  beginning  and 
endofall,yourduties,inaybe  theSignof  theCtuss; — 
but  be  particularly  exact  in  following  the  directions 
of- your  Catechism  on  this  head,  and  never  fail  to 
make  it  with  faith,  devotion,  and  confidence,  in  all 


openly,  because  it  is  by  this  sign  that  you  show  your- 
self a  Christian,  and  prove  that  you  do  not  blush  at  the 
Cross  and  humiliations  of  vour  God  and  crucified 
Saviour.  "While  others,"  says  a  pious  author, 
"  boast  of  ribbons  and  stars,  whioh  are  ^om  and 
gazed  on  because  they  aie  badges  of  worldly  honour, 
conferred  by  the  great  ones  of  the  earth  ;  you  should 
think  it  the  greatest  happiness,  the  greatest  honour, 
to  bear  that  holy  ensign  of  the  King  of  kings,  which 
is  expressive  of  his  greatest  mysteries."  Therefore, 
fer  from  refraining  from  this  sacred  Sign,  which  woald 
point  you  out  as  a  Christian  to  utter  strangers  in  the 
mrthest  qnaiiei  of  tiie  globe  you  sliould  ulwan 
25* 
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make  it  openly  and  without  he9ita.tiDn.  Remembeii 
hoivever,  that  you  aie  to  be  guided  in  this  most  par 
ticulaily  by  prudent  e,  which  should  direct  and  ac- 
company every  action  to  make  it  virtuous.  You  can- 
not make  the  Sign  of  the  Cross  too  frequently,  or  too 
tpenly  at  present,  nor  perhaps  in  future,  if  you  he  in 
Jie  bosom  of  a  Catholic  and  pious  family;  becauso 
yoa  will  he  sure  of  that  aaeced  sign  being  duly  re- 
verenced ;  but  there  are  occaaions  in  which  it  would 
ae  more  prudent  to  refrain  fi:om  making'  the  sign  of 
the  Cross  outwardly,  as  oilen  as  you  are  now  accus- 
tomed to  make  it.  For  example,  to  make  the  Sign 
of  the  Cross  when  the  clock  strikes,  as  you  are  now 
in  the  habit  of  doing,  may  perhaps  expose  that  sacred 
sign,  as  likewise  the  cause  of  piety  in  general,  to 
laughter  and  derision.  Therefore,  on  that  account, 
through  respect  for  the  Sign  of  the  Cross,  and  not 
from  any  apprehension  of  drawing  ridicule  on  your- 
self, you  would  do  better  to  confine  yourself  to  that 
elevation  of  heart  to  God,  and  simple  thought  of  the 
passion  which  should  always  accompany  the  outward 
Sign  of  the  Cross,  to  make  it  meritorious  and  saluta- 
ry. Be  careful,  however,  not  to  confound  those  oc- 
casions with  others  in  which  your  not  making  the 
Sign  of  the  Cross  may  be  taken,  if  not  for  a  denial 
of  your  faith,  at  lea^t  for  a  wish  to  conceal  it.  Among 
those,  you  may,  for  eicample,  consider  the  custom  of  ■ 
ttlessing  yourself  before  and  ailer  meals ;  because  is 
all  companies,  though  composed  of  different  per- 
Buasions,  Catholics  are  exp^ed  to  make  the  Sign 
of  the  Cross.  Then,  and  on  all  such  occasions,  you 
ahouid  call  to  mind,  that  those  who  deny  Jesus  Christ 
before  men,  shall  be  denied  by  him  before  his  Father, 
{St.  Matt.  X.  33.)  and  do  not  hesitate  to  show  your- 
self a  Catholic  by  making  the  Sign  of  the  Crosi 
openly,  devoutly,  and  with  that  generous,  noble  spe- 
cies of  pride,  which  made  St.  Paul  glory  in  this  Croai 
of  our  Iiord  Jesus  Christ,  by  which  the  world  wti 
•racified  '^0  him,  and  he  to  (he  world. 
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On  Meditation. 

It  will  be  in  vain  for  you  to  promise  yourself  anj 
solid  or  permanent  fruits  from  tii*i  best  instructions 
and  most  Christian  education,  if  you  do  not  learn 
eaily  to  consider  Meditation  as  one  of  your  most  im- 
portant, indispensable  duties,  and  as  sadi  persevere 
in  it  with  the  utmost  exactness,  A  great  deal  de* 
pends  on  yonr  conceiving  such  correct  ideas  of  this 
holy  exercise,  as  wJQ  prevent  your  being  misled  by 
•he  illusion  of  those  who  call  Meditation  an  exercise 
of  extreme  difficulty,  or  else  of  too  great  sublimity 
for  ordinary  Christians.  This  opinion  may  easily  be 
traced  to  the  devil,  the  great  enemy  of  all  good ; 
particularly  as  it  is  universally  held  by  such  as  are 
most  in  the  habit  of  listening  to  his  suggestions. 
Those  who  pronounce  most  decidedly  on  the  difficul- 
ty or  impossibility  of  Meditation,  are  always  the  very 
persons  who  never  even  attempt  it,  and  who  certainly 
on  that  account  alone,  are  of  all  others  least  qualilied 
to  give  an  opinion  on  an  exercise  of  which  they  have 
no  experimental  knowledge.  Still,  notwithstanding 
the  unfounded  prejudices  entertained  against  Medita- 
tion, nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  this  exercise 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  those  who  would  work  out 
their  salvation,  and  tmt  it  is  so  easy,  and  so  adapted 
to  the  most  limited  understanding,  that  every  person 
is  capalile  of  it. 

Awaie  of  this  important  truth,  consider  that  Medi- 
tation is  indispensably  necessary,  according  to  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  holy  Fathers  :  St.  Augus- 
tine and  St.  John  Chrysostom  assert,  that  reflection 
ftid  consideration  of  the  truths  of  salvation  are  the 
foundation  of  good  works ;  and  certainly  it  is  cleat 
to  every  one,  that  those  who  do  not  meditate  or  re- 
fleet  on  the  maxims  of  the  gospel,  on  their  various 
duties,  on  the  obstacles  which  impede  their,  progress 
in  virtue,  and  the  means  best  calculated  for  removing 
them  lUD  a  very  great  risk  of  forgetting  those  max- 


B>  Google 


ims,  neglecting'  those  duties,  yielilhig  to  tijose  oltst^ 
des,  and  slighting  tliose  means ;  consequently,  «/ 
being  lost  etetndly.  On  the  contrary,  those  who 
nveditaCe  assiduously,  moraUy  insure  their  salvation; 
because  Meditation  naturally  produces  such  good  de- 
sires, holy  affections,  and  efhcacious  resolutions,  aa 
at  length  excite  to  the  execution  of  good  designs,  to 
the  perfect  amendment  of  life,  a«d  to  the  habitual 
practice  of  virtue.  How  consolatory  is  it  to  think 
that  an  exercise  so  necessary,  is  likewise  so  easy ! 
In  effect,  nothing  more  is  requisite  for  Meditation, 
than  to  be  a  reasonable  creature,  because  Meditaiioti 
is  nothing. more  than  an  exercise  of  the  three  powers 
of-  the  soul,  memory,  understanding,  and  will ;  that 
is,  cm  application  of  those  three  powers  to  some  par- 
ticular subject,  whether  spiritual  or  temporal.  There 
fore  it  is  clear  that  Meditation,  rightly  understood,  is 
not  only  easy,  but  universally  practised,  since  all 
from  the  first  to  the  last,  hate  some  object  in  view 
some  scheme  to  accomplish,  some  business  to  pur 
sue ;  and  there  is  no  one,  if  he  wishes  to  avoid  being 
rash  or  foolish,  who  does  not  frequently  reflect  on 
and  adopt  the  means  most  likely  to  insure  success. 
The  greatest  saint  is  not  distinguished  from  the 
greatest  worldling  precisely  by  meditating  or  reflect- 
ing more  frequently  and  profound^,  but  by  the  dif- 
ference in  the  subject  of  his  reflections.  On  the 
concerns  of  the  soul  alone  Meditation  is  found 
troublesome  and  diflicult.  For  example,  what  difli- 
culty  does  a  merchant  find  in  meditating,  that  is,  in 
reasoning  and  reflecting  on  commerce  ] — a  farmer 
upon  husbandryl — a  tradesman  upon  his  employ- 
ment 1  Those  persons  frequently  call  tc  mind  what 
they  hoard  for  or  against  the  plans  they  pursue,  and 
thus  they  exercise  the  memory ; — they  make  serious 
reflections  upon  what  they  found  profitable  or  the  re- 
verse; and  consider  frequently  how  far  their  plans 
are  calculated  to  insure  success,  or  expose  them  la 
&ilaTe  ;  this  is  the  exercise  of  the  understanding.— 
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Lastlj,  how  ty  p         is 

nave,  iheir     fl  in       u 

teiU  hopes  es  ese      axa         ang 

of  the  wU  se  fl 

urge  them  p  ga 

Ihey  foresee,  and  adopt  such  measuras  as  may  repair 

^st  losses,  and  insure  ultimate  adrantage. 

This  is  what  is  called  Meditation,  and  is  it  not  cleai 
that  it  is  practised  by  every  description  of  persons  ? 
What,  then,  can  hinder  those  who  reflect,  or  medi- 
tate on  temporal  concerns,  from  doing  the  same  in 
the  momentous  business  of  their  eternal  salvation  ? 
Why  should  not  they,  in  the  same  manner,  reflect  on 
what  may  conduce  to  or  hinder  their  attainment  of 
eternal  felicity  1  Why  should  not  they  examine  well 
the  state  of  their  soul,  its  dispositions  and  inclinations, 
and  consider  what  they  ought  to  piursue  or  avoid  ^ 
The  whole  secret  is,  to  thmk  of  eternity  as  often,  at 
least,  as  we  do  of  time ; — to  feel  as  much  interest  for 
our  soul  as  we  do  for  our  body ; — and  to  ha  as  will, 
ing  to  encounter  difficulties  and  overcome  obstacles 
for  immortal  treasures,  as  we  are  for  perishable 
goods.  But,  alas !  the  want  of  these  dispositions  is 
precisely  what  constitutes  the  diificulty  of  Meditation 
on  spiritual  matters.  With  desolation,  says  the  Holy 
Scripture,  is  the  land  made  desolate,  because  there  is 
none  that  tkijiketh  in  his  heart  on  the  danger  he  runs 
of  eternal  perdition,  or  on  the  means  of  saring  him 
self  from  atispeabable  misery.  Still,  as  the  depo- 
sitions for  Meditation  are  acquired  and  perfected  by 
the  habit  of  this  exercise,  you  cannot  be  too  strenu- 
ously exhorted  to  adopt  and  persevere  in  the  holy 
custom  of  devoting  a  short  time  daily  to  Meditation 
nn  some  of  those  ^eat  truths  of  salvation,  which  at 
the  hour  of  death,  will  most  certainly  appear  ta 
Jou  as  the  only  subjects  worthy  of  your  serious  con- 
aide  cation. 
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TAb  Method  oJ  Meditatioh, 

Ist.  Cali.  to  mind  the  presence  of  God,  by  a  eIioh 
act  ot  faith,  which  teaches  us  that  God  is  every 
where  and  profoundly  adore  and  humble  yourEel. 
Before  that  infinite  Being,  to  wJioin  no  mortal  is  wor 
tiiy  to  Bpeak. 

3d.  Make  a  short  act  of  contrition,  to  cleanse  yoiu 
»ou!  from  sin,  that  being  the  great  obstacle  to  com 
munication  with  God. 

3d.  Implore  his  divine  assistance  and  the  light  ot 
his  Holy  Spirit,  to  make  the  meditation  you  are  going 
about  in  a  manner  pleasing  to  his  divine  Majesty,  and 
profitable  to  yoor  aonl. 

Then  call  to  mind  the  Christian  Truth,  or  mjs 
tety,  on  which  you  desire  to  meditate.  Tliinking  oti 
that,  to  the  beat  of  your  power,  is  the  proper  exercise 
of  the  memory.  It  is  sJmost  morally  Impossible  but 
some  reflection  will  arise,  or  present  itself  to  yoiu 
mind,  concerning  the  truth  you  ha^e  present  to  yout 
recollection.  'Any  reflections,  even  one  considera- 
tion, however  simple,  would  suffice,  if  you  dweU  on 
it,  and  endeavour  to  penetrate  it  well.  These  re- 
jections will  naturally  lead  you  to  consider  the  state 
of  your  soul,  to  draw  from  the  truth  on  which  you 
meditate,  some  conclusion  for  the  reformation  of  your 
life.     Thus  you  exercise  your  anderstaTiding. 

Prom  the  understanding  having  been  convinced 
a^d  enlightened  by  reflection,  the  will  must  conse- 
ij^ently  be  affected  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
objects  reflected  upon, — For  example,  sach  alarming 
truths  as  the  rigorous  jastice  of  God, — Hell — or 
Eternity,  will  produce  in  our  hearts,  fear,  horror, 
aversion,  ^d  sorrow.  Those  subjects  that  aro 
amiable  and  attractive, — as  the  birth  of  the  divine 
Infant  Jesus, — the  adorable  Sacrament  of  our  Altars, 
will,  on  the  contrary,  excite  feelings  cf  love,  admi- 
taCion,  gratitude,  desire,  hope, and  confidence;  andia 
producing  sucn  acts  consists  the  exenise  of  the  will. 
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Preparalnry  Ads  for  Meditation. 
O  BTER^AL  and ,  omnipotent  Being !  befoie  whom 
ihE  Angels  trfiinble,  I  firmly  believe  that  I  am  in  thy 
tdorabte  presence,  and  I  acknowledge,  iii  the  face  of 
heaver,  and  eaith,  that  I  am  raoBt  unworthy  of  the 
honnar  and  happiness  of  conversing  with  thy  Divine 
Majesty.  But,  0  dearest  Lord,  since  I  know  it  is  thy 
will  that  I  should  pray,  and  that  thon  hast  perhaps 
annexed  my  salvation  to  serious  reflection  on  the 
trulJis  of  eternity,  I  approach  to  thee,  notwithstanding 
my  wretchedness,  and  beseech  thee  to  accept  on  my 
behalf  the  divine  dispositions  of  Jesus  Christ  my 
Saviour,  when  he  entered  the  Garden  of  Olives  to 
pray. — Eternal  Father !  I  offer  thee  my  memory, 
and  entreat  thee  to  banish  from  it  every  eactlily  idea. 
Adorable  Jesus!  I  offer  thee  my  understanding; 
deign  to  dissipate  its  darkness,  and  fill  mv  soul  with 
the  light  of  thy  grace.  Divine  Spirit!  T offer  thee 
my  will,  and  beseech  thee  to  render  it  conformable 
lo  thine,  and  to  inflame  it  with  the  lire  of  perfect 
chaiity. 

Act  ofContrilKm. 
I  MOST  sincerely  regret,  O  merciful  Father !  every 
ain  and  fault  of  my  whole  life,  particularly  those 
which  may  at  this  moment  prove  an  obstacle  to  the 
graces  thou  desirest  to  bestow  on  me  in  this  medita- 
tion. 0  adorable  Jesus !  let  thy  infinite  merits  atone 
for  my  offences,  Mid  deign  to  efface  them  by  thy  pre- 
cious blood,  that  my  heart  may  be  purified,  and  dis< 
posed  to  receive  the  impressionsof  thy  grace.  I  re- 
nounce every  thought  or  affection  which  may  distraci 
me  in  thy  divine  presence ;  and  I  conjure  thee  to 
grant,  through  the  intercession  of  thy  blessed  Mother 
and  my  good  Angel,  that  this  meditation  may  conduce 
lo  thy  honour  and  my  salvation.     Amen. 

't'  Medllallone  are  genemUy  divided  into  Ino  onhres  pansi 
ItU  fa,  me  same  subjecl  U  copsiiieied  under  difl^renl  poinu  of 
Ttlw.  or  else  ics  principal  clccuniecauceaaie  (ipuBtel;  reUecwd  ct 
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TbPfbllowlngMedilBllonor  Scalh  Isflivliled  ialo  three  pninli 
flral,  on  the  oeru^dtj  of  death ;  aecond,  on  Ihe  uncerlainty  of  ilme , 
third,  on  lbs  conaequence  efdeath.  The  oielhod  ofeiercieiug  the 
Ihiaepowole  ar[heBau]aiilhlBsul)|eel  Ja  pointed  ontcteBrly.  that 
Ihlaone  meditation  amy  serve  In  ineltuct  rau  in  IbepIentobepDI- 
•aedinieaecllngon  lU oilier  ChtlsilanTruIha. 

On  Death. 

I.  Point.-— 0/i  the  Certainly  of  Death. 

ExEBCiSB  your  Memory,  by  calling'  lo  mind  liiai 
nothing  is  more  eerlain,  more  inevitable  tlmn  death. 
Ii  is  a  solemn  decree,  pronounced  without  exceptio* 
against  ail  creatures,  which  condemns  each  and  ererj 
one  to  die.  It  is  an  awful  Iruth,  which  needs  no  elu- 
cidation, as  the  experience  of  every  day  and  every 
hour  proves  that  nothing  is  so  certain,  so  unavoidabln 

After  your  memory  is  fully  possessed  with  the  sub 
ject,  exercise  your  understanding  by  the  following  oj 
any  other  reflections  which  may  present  themselves 
on  the  foregoing  truth.  Consider,  that  death  should 
make  a  deep  impression  on  our  hearts  and  minds, 
because  it  concerns  every  one  without  exception. 
There  is  no  day  nor  hour  in  which  many  are  not  car- 
ried to  the  silent  tomb — so  that  in  eighty  or  ninety 
yeaia  henoe,  death  will  have  swept  away  the  millions 
who  now  cover  the  face  of  the  earth  j  or  if  a  few  sur 
vive  that  perio'i  (which  is  but  an  instant  compared  W 
eternity)  they  will  only  linger  for  a  moment  on  the 
verge  of  the  graye,  every  instant  expecting  the  stroke 
of  death.  This  terrible  truth,  though  nniversally  be- 
lieved, makes  little  impression  on  the  generality  of 
poisons,  because  they  forget  their  last  end — they  ban- 
ish from  their  thoughts  the  idea  of  death,  as  if  the 
(brgetfulness  of  that  most  important  of  all  events  were 
a  means  of  retarding  its  execution,  a.id  form  schemes 
and  projects  without  any  reference  to  eternity  :  ihe 
greater  number  live  as  if  they  were  never  to  die,  auj 
take  as  much  pains  for  acquiring  the  riches,  honours, 
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snii  pleasures  of  Ihis  world,  as  if  thev  were  certain 
ef  remaining  here  always. 

Apply  these  considerations  to  yourself.  Heath  ia 
to  be  jpj  fate  as  well  as  that  of  others.  I  have  al- 
ready passed  some  years  of  my  life ;  and  where  ars 
toose  years  i  They  ate  gone  down  as  a  shadow,  and 
are  already  almost  effaced  from  ray  memory :  ihouch 
I  am  now  young,  and  perhaps  have  reason  to  hope  for 
a  long  life;  yet,  were  I  to  enjoy  the  longest  that  ever 
was  spent  on  earth,  it  will  certainly  have  an  end ;  I 
■hall  die  at  last.  It  shai]  be  said  of  me,  as  I  have 
oilen  heard  it  said  of  others ;  "  She  is  dead— she  ex- 
pired such  a  day — suck  an  hour." 

When  you  bkve  seriously  weighed  this  important 
troth,  you  will  naturally  feel  astonished  at  ti)e  fot- 
getfulness  of  death  which  prevails  among  Christian^; 
you  will  contenui  the  pleasures  of  the  world,  which 
must  shortly  terminate,  and  compassionate  the  blind- 
ness of  those  who  forget  their  last  end,  and  thereby 
render  their  temporal  death  the  commencement  of 
eternal  death.  Above  all,  you  will  be  penetrated  ttdth 
sentiments  of  regret,  foe  having  ever  imitated  their 
thoughtlessness ;  and  thence  will  result  a  firm  reso- 
lotion  of  living  henceforward  in  such  a  manner  as  may 
enable  you  to  meet  death  with  confidence  and  tran- 
quillity. 

Those  sentiments,  which  are  called  the  affectiona 
of  the  will,  produced  by  meditation,  you  may  simpiy 
indulge,  espressing  them  to  God  mentally,  or  as  fol- 

O  how  great  is  the  folly  of  those  who  never  think 
of  death  until  it  has  actually  overtaken  tliem  \  Why 
should  the  pleasures  of  this  world  be  valued  or  sought 
after,  since  we  are  certain  that  death  will  put  aa  end 
to  them  all  ?  Why  should  its  trials  and  pains  be  so 
much  dreaded,  since  they  also  will  end  with  death  t 
Death  is  only  terrible  to  the  wicked — it  is  fertile  just 
Uie  end  of  all  their  miseries,  and  the  beginning  of  all 
^beir  happiness.  I  can  now  render  it  one  or  Uie  odiei 
26 
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(br  myself.  0  my  God !  imprint  on  my  heart  tlu 
thought  of  death,  that  I  may  learn  to  dread  and  also 
to  desire  its  approach.  Divine  Jeeua !  teach  me  IP 
tremble  at  the  ceitainty  of  death,  which  has  eternally 
eeparated  so  many  from  thee ;  teach  me  also  to  desire 
it,  as  theonly  means  of  beingunited  to  thee  eternally. 
May  I  frequently  remember  my  last  end,  that  the 
salutary  thought  may  prevent  my  offending  thee,  and 
thereby  render  the  moment  of  my  death  far  more  de- 
Birable  tlian  terrific. 

II.  Point  — The  JJncerlaitity  of  ihe  Hour  of  Death, 
Exercise  of  the  Mejitory. — Call  to  mind  those 
words  of  our  divine  Lord,  which  prove  tliat  death, 
tliough  in  itself  the  most  certair)  of  all  events,  is  the 
most  uncertain  as  to  the  time  it  may  happen.  You 
know  not  the  day  nor  the  hour — you  know  not  when 
the  Son  of  nian  wiU  come — he  will  come  like  a  thief 
in  Ihe  night,  when  you  least  expect  him. 

Kxercise  of  the  VnAerstanAing. — lieSeet,  that  as 
we  are  quite  uncertain  as  to  the  moment  of  death,  and 
cannot  procure  ourselves  an  additional  day  or  hour  of 
life,  nothing  can  be  more  rash  than  to  remain  in  a 
Biate  in  which  we  would  not  wish  to  be  found  at  the 
hour  of  death.  How  many  sinners  .are  there  living 
ai  present,  who  perhaps  will  experience  the  horrors 
of  an  unprovided  death !  Surely  to  depend  on  health, 
Btiength,  or  any  thing  else  whatsoever,  as  a  preser- 
vative from  speedy  death,  is  the  most  unaceoontable 
of  all  follies.  Jesus  Christ  himself  has  warned  ns 
that  he  would  come  when  we  do  not  expect  him ; 
thousands  of  persons  who  were  in  the  enjoyment  of 
health  and  spirits,  yet  were  carried  off  without  so 
much  as  an  instant  to'  call  on  God  for  mercy,  or  to 
prepare  for  appearing  in  his  presence,  should  warn  us 
of  tht  danger  we  are  in  of  being  surprised  by  death, 
and  ciiDvince  us  all  that  these  great  trnths  are  not 
■imple  threats,  as  sc  muiy  are  inclined  to  c 
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Apj^tcation  of  these  Reflections  to  yoiaself. 
It  is  then  possible  that  I  may  not  live  another  year, 
Wiotner  week,  or  even  another  day.  If  death  should 
come  this  moment,  would  it  iind  me  prepared  to  meet 
its  HUnmiona !  Am  I  in  that  stale  in  wliich  I  should 
wish  to  be  found  at  the  moment  of  death  1  I  need 
only  consult  my  conscience.  What  does  it  reproach 
me  with  1  what  would  I  fear  most,  if  1  were  1.0  die  ia 
a  day,  or  an  hour  1  or  if  I  were  certain  I  had  but  an- 
other year  to  live,  how  would  I  spend  it  ] 

Exercise  of  the  Will. — I  have  often  deserved  to 
be  deprived  by  an  untunely  death  of  the  graces  and 
blessings  which  I  abused ;  yet  I  have  been  spared 
through  the  infinite  patience  and  goodness  of  God. 
O  how  sincerely  I  regret  my  folly,  in  expoeing  my- 
self to  the  danger  of  being  surprised  by  death  in  the 
state  of  sin !  To  be  aware  of  the  infinite  importance 
of  dying  well,  and  also  that  every  moment  may  be  my 
last,  should  suffice  to  make  me  resolutely  undertake 
all  that  I  knou'  ia  necessary  for  dying  well.  It  is  not 
when  death  actually  seizes  on  me,  that  I  should  pre- 
pare for  its  approach ;  now  is  the  time — I  will  care- 
fully profit  of  it,  since  I  know  not  how  soon  it  may 
end.  O  divine  Jesus '.  give  me  grace  to  be  always 
ready  for  a  surnmona,  which  I  may  every  moment  ex- 
pect. I  resolve  most  iirmly  to  watch  continually  over 
myself,  to  perform  my  actions  as  a  preparation  for 
death ;  and,  above  all,  to  approach  Ae  sacraments 
each  time  as  if  it  were  to  be  the  last.  Alas !  I  do  not 
know  at  this  moment  whether  I  may  live  to  receive 
them  again.  0  my  God !  penetrate  my  heart  with  a 
salutary  contempt  for  this  world,  which  may  end  ta 
me  this  very  day,  and  give  me  grace  to  value  the  op. 
portunity  I  still  enjoy  of  preparing  for  eternity 
III,  Point. — On  the  canx^ijuenee  of  D talk. 
Exercise  of  the  Memory. — Call  to  mind  the  piin- 
ripa!  consequence  or  effect  of  death  with  legard  t« 
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(his  TCorld  and  tlte  next.  First,  death  sepuates  from 
all  earthly  objects,  ^d  reduces  the  body  to  a  heap  of 
dust  and  corrujition ;  secondly,  it  presents  the  aool 
alone  before  God,  to  give  an  exact  account  of  all  hei 
thoughts,  words,  actions,  and  omissior.s,  ftom  the  first 
oae  of  reason  to  the  last  moment  of  her  existence. 

Exercise  of  the  Understanding. — Consider  bow 
very  instructive  the  effects  of  deaUi  are  with  regwd 
to  this  world,  and  how  awful  they  are  with  respect  to 
the  next.  No  sooner  has  death  put  an  end  to  the  ca- 
reer of  a  soul  on  earth,  than  she  is  totally  and  eter- 
nally separated  from  the  parents  she  so  much  loved ; 
from  the  goods  she  possessed  ;  from  the  friends  with 
whom  she  was  connected ;  from  the  pleasures  and 
honours  she  enjoyed ;  from  the  very  fcody  she  anima- 
ted ;  in  a  word,  from  all  tiiat  is  temporal,  fj'om  all 
things  besides  her  sins  and  her  good  works,  such  as 
they  may  be  at  the  moment  of  iier  separation  ftom 
this  world.  She  is  no  longer  seen  on  earth,  no  li^ng- 
er  heard ;  and  in  a  short  time  no  longer  loved,  6t 
even  thought  of.  Ah  I  how  little  do  Christians  reflect 
on  those  certain  consequences  of  death !  surely  if  they 
did,  they  would  now  treat  the  world  aa  they  will  one 
day  be  treated  by  it ; — they  would  sincerely  despise 
it,  and  courageonsly  forsake  those  pleasures  and 
friends,  amusements  and  vain  honours,  which  will  for- 
sake them  in  the  silent  tomb.  But  after  all,  the  pri- 
vation of  such  advantages  is  not  considered  aa  a  iosa 
by  Christians  who  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  great 
trutiis  of  eternity.  The  consequences  of  death  with 
regard  to  the  next  world,  are  to  present  the  soul  be- 
fore God — to  enlighten  her  with  the  pure  light  of  truth 
— to  show  her  clearly  the  nothingness  of  all  thai 
passes  awav  with  tune ;  so  that  the  loss  or  possession 
of  God  will  then  he  the  only  object  of  her  solicitude. 
She  will  be  judged  according  to  the  Gospel — the 
Commandments — the  duties  of  hsr  situation  in  life — 
■ad  ft  sentence  of  el  emal  happiness  or  eternal  iniaei 
■hall  be  pronounced  on  her  accordingly. 
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Application  of  these  Reflections  to  yourself. 

I  shall  rayaelf  experience,  sooner  or  later,  tLew 
eonaequeoces  of  death.  When  I  shall  have  expired, 
die  first  emotions  of  the  few  who  may  sincerely  lore 
me  will  be  regret ;  but  a  very  short  time  will  suffice 
to  console  them,  and  wipe  away  their  tears.  I  shall 
be  forgotten,  and  in  process  of  time  not  one  on  earth 
will  know  that  I  ever  existed ;  even  though  I  should 
be  recollected,  regietted,  and  loved  after  my  death, 
of  what  use  will  that  be  to  me  in  those  terrible  mo- 
menta when  I  shall  stand  alone  before  God,  obliged 
to  render  an  exact  account  of  all  the  thoughts,  words, 
actions,  and  omissions  of  my  life  % 

Exercise  of  the  Will. — 0  how  wise  were  those 
who,  looking  forward  to  the  consequence  of  death, 
despised  all  earthly  pleasures,  and  considered  the 
opinion,  praise,  and  honours  of  the  world,  as  mere 
vanity !  Where  are  all  those  who  made  so  many  sac- 
rifices tfl  the  world?  whose  idol  was  their  body,  whosa 
reputation  among  men  was  dearer  to  them  than  their 
innocence  before  God;  who  preferred  the  esteem  of 
creatures  to  the  friendship  of  their  Creator  \  Alas ! 
(hey  are  dead — their  bodies  are  mouldered  in  the 
earth,  and  their  souls  barning  in  hell.  While  the 
names  of  the  humble,  mortified,  retiring  servants  of 
God  ate  handed  down  to  posterity,  the  very  names  of 
those  who  served  tlie  world  are  forgotten.  It  is  then 
(he  height  of  madness,  to  cleave  to  such  vain  and 
short-lived  advantages  as  worldly  pleasures  or  hon- 
ours, and  absurd  in  the  extreme,  to  seek  after  the  es- 
teem of  creatores!  My  God !  give  me  grace  to  per- 
ceive daily  more  raid  more  the  nothingness  of  this 
world,  that  by  a  Christian  life  I  may  effectually  dis- 
pose myself  for  appearing  before  thee,  my  God,  my 
Sovereign  Lord,  to  whom  alone  I  will  adhere  during 
life,  ^nce  thou  alone  wilt  remain  to  me  sfter  death. 
A  Prayer  after  Meditation. 

I  luutK  thee,  0  my  God !  with  all  tlie  affecUoa 
26* 
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of  my  heart,  for  having  psrmilteii  me  to  converse  witk 
thee,  and  for  all  the  graces  thou  hast  bestowed  on  me 
daring  '.he  holy  time  of  meditation.  Paidon  me,  I 
conjure  thee,  every  distraction  I  have  been  guilty  ofl 
or  any  other  fault  I  committed,  and  vouchsafe  to  en- 
able me  to  accompliEh  the  resolitiona  I  have  made  in 
thy  presence.  Grant  in  particular,  that  the  fruit  of 
my  meditation  may  be  an  increase  of  love  for  thee, 
and  charity  towards  my  neighbour ;  a  lively  sorrow 
for  my  past  offences,  and  a  heartfelt  det^staLion  of 
sin,  anif  every  occasion  that  may  lead  thereto.  Ac- 
cept, O  Lord !  a  renewal  of  the  consecration  1 1  ave 
already  made  to  thee  of  my  whole  being ;  of  ei  cry 
day,  hour,  and  moment  of  my  remaining  life;  and 
vouchsafe  to  assist  me  so  powerfully  by  thy  grace, 
that  I  may  endeavour  in  al!  things  to  copy  thy  saered 
life,  and  thus  fulfil  the  obligations  I  contracted  at  bap- 


On  the  predominant  Passions. 

It  is  not  usual,  that  in  young  persona,  whose  char 
actetshave  not  taken  any  settled  form,  any  vice  should 
have  gained  so  decided  an  ascendency,  as  to  enable 
themselves  or  others  to  discern  clearly  the  nature  of 
their  predominant  passion.  GeneraEy  speaking,  they 
should  be  more  anxious  to  correct  all  their  faults, 
than  to  find  out  the  chief  among  them ;  as  that  is  not 
discernible  until  they  are  placed  amidst  the  hasy 
scenes  of  the  world.  Still,  as  they  cannot  be  made 
acquainted  too  early  with  the  evil  consequences  of 
vice,  it  would  be  advisable  for  them  to  examine  occa- 
sionally (heir  dispositions,  lest 'any  evil  propensity 
may  talte  root  in  their  hearts,  thereby  become  th* 
principle  of  their  actions,  and  frnstrate  the  ends  pro 
posed  ji  the  most  Christian  education. 

The  predominant  passion  of  most  persons  is  Pride, 
which  never  f^ls  to  produce  not  only  thoughts  of 
ja'de  and  vanil/,  but  also  such  haughtiness  of  uaa- 
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per  and  self  sufiijiency,  as  to  render  them  absolatelj 
diaguBting  and  ridiculous.  Incessantly  endeavcuring 
to  attract  admiration,  and  become  the  sole  object  of 
attention,  tliey  spare  no  pains  to  outdo  others,  to  set 
themselves  off,  and  by  their  conceited  airs,  thek  for- 
wardness, their  confidence  in  their  own  opinion,  and 
neglect  or  contempt  of  that  timid,  gentle,  retiring 
manner,  so  amiable  and  attractive,  particularly  in 
youth,  Vhey  defeat  their  own  purpose,  and  become  as 
contemptible  as  they  aim  at  beina  the  eontraiy. 
MMiy  are  so  little  sensible  of  the  awful  duties  ira 

Eosed  by  ChristiMi  Charity,  as  to  be  ever  ready  to 
lame,  criticise,  and  condemn  dl  who  come  under 
their  observation.  This  is  one  of  the  most  dunger- 
ous  propensities,  as  the  occasions  for  manifesting,  it 
occur  incessantly,  and  freciuently  lead  to  mortal  sin. 
rhe  persons  thus  uncharitably  disposed,  talk  contin- 
Qally  of  the  faults  of  others,  which  they  are  always 
inclined  to  exaggerate,  though  often  those  defects 
exist  only  in  the  detractor's  embittered  imagination, 
which  represents  others  in  bo  unfavourable  a  point  of 
view,  as  to  subject  their  actions  to  the  most  unkind 
ct^nsure.  To  this  may  be  added  a  satirical  propensi- 
ty, which  criticises  and  turns  every  thing  and  every 
person  into  ridicule,  sparing  neither  superiors,  friends, 
enemies,  nor  even  the  most  sacred  characters,  as 
Clergymen.  This  disposition  never  fails  to  make 
numerous  enemies ;  and  though  occasionally  encour- 
aged by  laug-hter  and  smiles  of  approbation,  it  never- 
theless is  generally  as  hated  as  it  is  hateful. 

Those  whose  temper  is  violent  and  unrestrained, 
cannot  be  ignorant  that  Anger  is  their  predominant 
passion — their  frequent  unreasonable  and  impetuous 
sallies  of  anger,  on  the  slightest  occasions,  render 
intercourse  with  them  as  unsafe  as  it  would  be  with 
a  maniac. — Such  dreadful  and  melancholy  conse- 
quences have  followed  from  even  one  fit  of  passion, 
■B  to  render  any  family  truly  unhappy,  who  may  pes- 
■ma  a  member  with  a  lioE^nt  temper.    Those  who 
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feel  inclined  tn  this  passion,  shou]d,  while  young,  dm 
all  tiieir  efforts  to  ovatcome  so  dangerous  a  ilisposi- 
Uon.  Reason,  alTection  for  their  fa.mity,  considera- 
tion for  ai!  those  with  whfim  they  may  be  connected, 
and,  above  all,  religion,  fuinish  powerful  motiTea 
and  means  for  reducing  any  temper,  however  violent, 
to  the  standard  of  Christian  meekness.  The  chief 
among  those  means  is  prayer,  and  the  next,  perhajw 
most  efficacious,  is  absolute  silence  under  all  emotions 
of  anger. 

There  are  many  i»ther  persons  who,  though  they 
do  not  rank  among  the  passionate,  are  nevertheless 
the  pests,  particularly  of  domestic  society.  Their 
predominant  passion  is  a  certain  ill-humour,  fretful- 
nets,  peevishness,  and  irrilability,  which  pervades 
their  words,  manners,  and  even  looks;  and  it  la 
usually  brought  into  action  by  such  mere  trifles,  as 
leave  no  chance  of  pea.ce  to  those  who  live  in  the 
house  with  them.  Childron  and  servants  are  the  or- 
dinary butts  of  their  spleen  ;  and  even  their  best 
inends,  their  superiors  themselves,  are  not  always 
secure  from  their  ill-tempered  sallies,  and  their  in- 
ceHsant  eompiaints.  In  a  word,  Iheir  sourness,  their 
dissatisfied,  discontented  manner,  effectually  embit- 
ters every  society,  and  throws  a  gloom  over  the  most 
innocent  amusements.  As  this  luckless  disposition 
is  peculiarly  that  of  women,  young  persons  cannot  be 
loo  earnestly  reconimended  to  combat  in  youth  any 
tendency  thereto,  lest  they  become,  when  older,  the 
greatest  torment  of  that  societf  they  are  certainly 
mtended  to  bless  and  ornament. 

Sloth,  which  is  the  predominant  passion  of  many 
persons,  is  alone  one  of  those  vices  most  difficult  to 
correct.  It  shows  itself  by  habitual  indolence,  and 
such  negligence  and  apathy,  that  no  duty,  hovcever 
serious,  can  rouse  a  person  of  this  character  to  ex- 
ertion. Days,  weeks,  and  even  years,  pass  over 
without  any  account  of  how  they  have  passed ;  foi 
Aough  the  indolent  form  many  projects  of  amend- 
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*ciit,  jet  those  projecls  are  never  e.teoutud,  teeausa 
procrastinaiion  is  the  daughter  of  slotJi.  Any  time 
but  the  presiiDl  appears  calculated  for  (he  discharge 
of  duty,  precisely  beeause  the  most  heroic  efforts  in 
prospect  cost  lesa  than  a  single  actual  eKcrtinn. 
j.'hence  it  follawa,  that  spiritual  duties  are  so  long 
neglected  and  deferred,  that  the  torpor,  which  in 
youth  could  easily  have  been  broken  off,  g^uns  such  an 
ascendency  as  to  become  almost  unconquerable,  and  at 
length  reduces  the  soul  to  that  dreadful  state  generally 
called  tepidity,  which  is  only  another  word  for  sloth 
in  spiritual  matters.  Then  it  is  tliat  every  social  and 
personal  duty  is  abandoned ;  children,  servants,  alTaiis 
spiritual  and  temporal,  order,  cleanliness,  everything 
is  neglected,  and  permitted  to  run  into  aueli  disorder 
and  confusion,  as  to  render  the  persons  degraded  by 
'  '      ■  '  '*  a  themselves,  than  to 


their  friends  and  ti 

passion  which  leads  m  ^  . 

ler;  for  after  all,  the  inanimate  victim  of  sloth,  who 
has  lived  without  energy,  without  sentiment,  almost 
without  a  soul,  will  at  last  be  effectually  roused  by 
death,  whose  approach  is  terrible  indeed  to  those  who 
lead  a  useless  inactive,  idle,  and  consequently  most 
sinfiil  life. 

Those  whose  predominant  passion  is  deceit,  are 
frequently  not  considered  dangerous  characters,  until 
after  they  have  given  many  persons  cause  to  repent 
having  had  any  intereourse  with  them.  Their  man- 
ners are  generally  as  insinuating  as  their  motives  are 
base  and  interested.  They  are  usually  distinguished 
by  a  total  disregard  for  truth ;  a  base  system  of  ap- 
pearing to  coincide  with  every  one,  the  better  to  gain 
that  confidence  which  they  only  intend  lo  abuse  ;  de- 
eciliui  expressions — eternal  majioiUvring — ecjuivoca- 
4ons — and  so  great  an  opposition  to  candour  and 
plaindealing,  as  to  adopt  a  thousand  underhand  means 
fai  carrying  on  their  most  simple  and  ordinary  trans- 
letiona,  thnreby  engaging  themselves  and  others  in  ■ 
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labyrinth  of  difHculUea,  and  spending'  their  whole  lifil 
b   perplesitiea,   entanglement,   and   hazard.     Inde- 

rdenfly  of  religion,  Ae  natural  desire  we  all  haTe 
happiness  and  security,  should  be  motives  enough 
for  using  efforts  to  counteraot  every  tendency  to  thia 
mean  vice.  It  proves  in  genera!,  sooner  or  later,  its 
own  punishment ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  deep-laid 
schemes,  the  cunning  and  arlilices  of  those  who  seein 
to  live  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  their  fellow- 
nreatures,  yet  the  depravity  and  meanness  of  their 
motives  in  all  their  actions,  are  seen  through  much 
clearer  and  more  frequently  than  they  ate  aware, 
Beside,  one  Ue  or  trick  often  requires  many  more  to 
prop  its  crazy  superstructure,  and  to  invent  those 
their  mind  must  be  incessantly  on  the  rack ;  but  aa 
their  craft  is  generally  discovered,  they  are  exposed 
to  such  contempt  and  distrust  as  deprive  them  of  all 
credit.  Even  when  by  chance  they  intend  to  deal 
fairly  and  openly,  they  aie  carefully  shunned,  because 
a  long  hahit  of  dissimulation  has  so  indelibly  stamped 
their  character  with  the  stigma  of  insincerity  and 
knavery,  as  to  render  truth  and  falsehood  equally  dis- 
believed from  their  lips.  In  a  word,  they  are  in- 
variably, in  the  close  of  life,  so  hated,  despised,  and 
distrusted,  as  to  become  outcasts  in  society,  a  burden 
to  themselves,  and  almost  as  degraded  and  unhappy, 
even  in  this  life,  as  they  deserve  to  be. 

The  capital  fault  of  some  persons  is  inordinate, 
nngoverniile  curiosity ;  a  vice  which  is  a  certain 
taSi  to  many  sins,  particularly  in  youth.  It  should, 
however,  be  observed,  that  there  are  two  kinds  of 
curiosity,  one  allowable,  and  even  commendable,  the 
other  dangerous  and  sinful,  They  may  be  easily 
distinguished  one  from  the  other  by  their  diffeidnt 
effects.  That  species  of  curiosity  which  is  Innocent 
and  desirable,  especially  in  young  persons,  consist* 
in  a  laudable  desire  of  useful  information ;  tliia  thii« 
ifter  knowledge,  when  well  regulated,  produces  emo- 
latioQ,  a^lication  to  study,  patience  and  perseverauci 
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In  diflicalties,  good  employment  of  time,  and  a  lure 
fiir  the  society  and  convecsalion  of  the  learned. 
The  vice  of  curiosity,  on  the  contrary,  is  the  bana 
of  useful  acquirement,  because  it  consists  chiefly  in 
an  eager  desire  to  hear  and  see  Wery  insignificant 
trifle  that  passes,  and  gives  persons  so  much  to  do 
with  the  concerns  of  others,  as  to  leave  them  no 
lejaure  to  attend  to  their  own.  Curious  persons  are 
^ways  on  the  look-out  for  what  is  termed  newa ;  and 
ns  that  levity  and  shallowness  of  mind  which  pro- 
duces misguided  curiosity,  creates  also  a  taste  f6c 
unnecessary  talk,  they  are  never  so  well  satisfied  as 
when  they  nave  discotered  a  nundjer  of  incidents  to 
circulate  among  their  friends  and  acquaintance. 
Their  inquisitive  air, — their  prying  and  intrusive 
manners, — their  incessant  questions, — their  eager  im- 
patience to  be  informed  of  every  incident  tlfat  takes 
place,  and  minute  inquiries  into  the  ttHairs  of  others, 
would  lead  to  the  idea  that  they  were  commissioned 
to  investigate  the  origin,  ancestors,  names,  tempers, 
fortunes,  and  faults  of  every  individual  who  falls  in 
their  way.  Even  the  secrets  of  families,  which 
cariosity  itself  should  respect,  are  not  too  impenetra- 
ble for  the  inquisitive,  nor  are  the  most  insignificant 
domestic  occurrences  below  their  notice.  On  the 
contrary,  to  gain  such  infomiation,  they  do  not  hesi- 
tate descending  so  low  sa  to  question  children  suid 
servants ;  thereby  giving  occasion  to  innumerable 
crimes  against  charity,  often  a^nst  truth.  Another 
propensity  of  curious  persons  is  a  desire  to  heat  and 
Bee  precisely  those  things  which  they  have  been  toid 
were  dangerous,  and  to  read  every  species  of  ptihli- 
eation  which  they  have  been  recommended  to  avoid, 
01  know  to  be  exceptionable.  This  contemptible  dis- 
position can  oidy  be  rectified  by  many  years'  strict 
attention  to  the  short  rule  of  never  interfering  in 
what  does  not  concern  us,  except  when  charity  or 
iu^  dictates  the  contrary. 

"niere  are  few  persons,  even  amongst  the   beat 
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Christians,  who  have  not  hsd  occasionally  to  legreA 
effending  vriih  the  tongue;  but  the  faults  comiuitted 
and  mbohiofs  occasioned  by  those  whose  unbridled 
pasaioa  for  talk  is  their  predomiuaDt  failing,  can 
scarcely  be  estimated.  This  propensity  generally 
characterizes  persons  of  weak  heads,  racant  minds, 
and  shallow  understandings,  who  seem  absolutely  in- 
capable of  one  instant's  serious  reflection,  and  know 
not  what  it  is  to  think  two  minutes,  even  before  they 
undertake  lo  decide  on  the  most  important  mattevs. 
Those  who  talk  always,  cannot  hope  always  to  talk 
sense,  consequently  their  least  material  faults  are  ab- 
surd, random  opinions,  giddy,  inconsistent  expressions, 
and  frequent  faults  against  poUtene^  and  good-breed- 
iiig;  for  the  volnbility  of  great  talkers  never  allows 
others  to  deliver  an  opinion,  or  finish  any  sentence 
without  helping  them  out  Their  laughable  and  dis- 
gusting egotism,  perpetual  telatjona  of  their  own  un- 
important adventures,  ideas,  or  opinions,  which  they 
are  too  frivolous  to  perceive  are  interesting  only  in 
their  own  eyes ;  their  system  of  laughing,  whisper 
mg,  and  ridiculing,  generally  mark  out  great  talkers 
a^  persons  of  little  or  no  intellect,  though  they  often 
do  not  want  sense,  if  they  could  but  prevail  on  them- 
selves to  be  silent,  and  reflect  ever  so  little  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  use  of  that  gift.  But  those,  how- 
ever, are  the  least  serious  faults  produced  by  excess^ 
ive  love  of  talk.  Sins  against  charity,  breaches  of 
confidence,  discovery  of  the  secrets  of  others,  indis- 
creet conununication  of  their  own  alTairs,  and  those 
of  their  families,  to  acquaintances,  strangers,  even  to 
servants ;  remarlcs  on  the  defects  of  others — breaches 
of  truth — habitual  exaggeration — loss  of  time^dissi- 
palion  and  levity,  are  all  the  infallible  consequences 
of  a  passion  for  talking,  beside  the  dreadful  evils 
which  unguarded  repetition  of  stories  has  been  know* 
to  produce  in  society,  by  disuniting  the  members  of 
femilics — irritating  and  disgusting  friends — breeding 
disturbances,  &c. ;  evils  which  are  much  easier  □'sri 
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idmted  tlian  remove^-  Could  those  a^elese  beings, 
whose  occupation  is  talk,  foresee  the  mischief  which 
they  occasion,  even  by  one  word,  which  often  escapea 
their  tongue  anil  memory  at  the  same  time,  how  bit. 
lerly  would  they  regret  the  deaj-ly-bought  pleasure 
of  tallting !  how  carefully  would  they  sludy  the 
nrtue  of  silence  and  prudent  restraint,  and  thiir, 
spare  themselves  the  regret  of  having  unfeelingly 
pabiished  faults  too  true  to  be  contradicted,  and  atones 
too  mischievous  in  their  effects  to  be  easily  reme- 
died; thus  inflicting  wounds  they  cannot  afterwards 

There  are  some  persons  who  possess  many  amiaUe 
qualities,  yet  destroy  the  effect  of  them  all  by  one  pre- 
dominant falling,  a  fund  of  caprice  and  iticonslanc^ . 
Those  persons  rarely  succeed  in  gaining  one  sincere 
friend;  on  the  contrary,  they  seldom  fail  to  disgust 
those  whom  they  had  at  first  attracted,  because  they 
freqitently  receive  with  marked  reserve  one  day,  those 
whom  they  treated  with  kindness  the  day  before.  On 
one  occasion  those  changeable  beings  will  scarce  al- 
low others  to  join  in  a  conversation — the  next,  they 
wil!  not  by  a  single  word  manifest  a  desire  to  please. 
Their  projects  or  undertakmgs  are  as  variable  as  their 
ideas,  and  are  never  pursued  with  such  steaillness  as 
would  encourage  any  rational  person  to  join  in  them ; 
nor  can  it  ever  be  conjectured  from  the  projects  of  one 
day  or  hour,  what  those  of  the  nest  may  be.  They 
eagerly  seek  one  moment  after  those  ohiocts  which 
the  next  they  despise  ;  and  are  one  day  dissolved  in 
?ain  joy,  another  oppressed  with  melancholy.  But 
what  is  infinitely  worse  than  all  is,  that  this  irrational 
capricioasness,  beside  rendering  them  the  jest  of  oth- 
ers, and  a  burden  to  themselves,  materially  endangers 
their  eternal  salvation.  Their  ideas  and  feelhigs  oti 
spiritual  matters  are  just  as  variable  as  on  all  othei 
oc^aiiions ;  their  plans  of  amendment  and  regularity, 
though  frequently  entered  on  with  ardour,  are  as  fre- 
»nenlly  abandoned  ;  consequently  there  can  be  no 
27 
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pereons  so  littlo  likely  to  gain  a  crown,  which  is  pro 
mised  only  to  perseverance. 

Selfishness  is  a  common  failing,  and  a  peciilisrij 
unamiable  one,  when  it  predontinates  in  a  character 
Those  patsons  who  make  self  their  idol,  are  from 
morning  till  night  occupied  in  providing  for  their  own 
individual  gratification  and  pleasure,  and  in  taldng 
measures  for  warding  off  from  themselves  every  thing 
in  tho  shape  of  trouble,  inconvenience,  provocation, 
&e. ;  thus  they  become  almost  the  sole  objects  of  their 
own  thoughts,  solicitudes,  and  exertions.  They  gene- 
rally manifest  their  predominant  failing  to  the  least 
attentive  observer,  by  an  habituaJ  inattentioa  or  indif- 
ference when  the  gratification  of  others  is  in  question ; 
— by  an  unfeeling  insensibility  for  the  nusfortunes  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  and  by  being  the  last  to  make 
an-  exertion  for  their  relief.  They  seem  almost  mca- 
pable  of  taking  part  in  the  pains  or  pleasures  of  oth- 
ers ;  every  speoies  of  misfortune  or  gratifioation 
pleases  or  grieves  them,  precisely  only  in  as  much  as 
thev  perceive  it  is  likely  to  affect  them  individnaliy. 

A  turn  for  unrestr^ned  extravagance  is  also  a  great 
fe,ult  when  it  predominates ;  it  is  directly  opposite  to 
generosity,  with  which  it  is  confounded ;  for  extrava- 
gant persons  are  generally  deprived,  by  unnecesBaty 
e.'qienses,  of  the  means  of  obliging  or  relieving  oth- 
3rs ;  beside,  they  are  much  remarked  for  hard-heait- 
edi.ess,  and  insensibility  to  the  wants  of  their  neigh- 
bour ;  for  a  total  neglect  of  the  obligation  of  charity, 
and  for  being  just  as  averse  from  supplying  the  real 
necessities  of  others,  as  they  are  prodigal  in  gratifying 
their  own  imaginary  wants.  Any  tendency  to  this 
destructive  passion  should  be  guarded  against,  and  if 

Sossible  corrected  even  in  early  years,  especially  In 
snraie  youth.  It  has  been  before  observed,  tiat  on 
tiiem,  in  a  great  measure,  depends  the  happiness  and 
peace  of  families,  which  should  be  a  powerful  motiTfl 
for  correctingeverydefect  of  tomporanddispoBitioDj 
it  may  here  be  added,  that  on  them  depends  ma^ni^Jl; 
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the  prosperity  of  their  families,  sinee  economy  and 
prudent  management  are  necessary  to  the  support,  at 
least,  of  ordinary  properties.  But,  unhappily,  to  them 
may  be  kid  ihe  ruin  of  many  opulent  fortimes ;  fo» 
females,  generally  speaking,  are  too  much  inclined  to 
the  passion  in  question — extravagance  is  too  often 
iheir  predominant  failing.  When  this  is  the  cnse, 
instead  of  conaidermg  the  circumstances  of  their  pa. 
rents,  they  endeavour  to  keep  pace  with  others  of 
more  opulent  fortunes  or  exalted  rank  ;  disregarding, 
or  perhaps  not  noticing  the  ridicule  to  which  their 
foolish  ideas  and  expenses  expose  them.  They  hurry, 
and  even  force  their  patents  or  husbands  into  the  most 
extravagant  and  imprudent  projects,  and  are  never  at 
rest  until,  at  any  expense,  they  have  gratified  their 
ambition,  and  attained  the  pinnacle  of  the  mode  with 
respect  to  houses,  furniture,  and  dress  ;  yet  these  are 
bat  a  few  of  the  mischiefs  produced  by  ungoserned 
extravagance ; — a  little  common  sense  would  greatly 
assist  religion  in  curing  this  mania. 

Excessive  Parsimoniousness,  on  the  contrary,  is 
the  leadmg  defect  of  others,  and  is  infinitely  a  greater 
nuisance  to  domestic  peace,  than  can  be  conceived  by 
those  who  have  not  witnessed  its  effects.  This  fault 
of  narrow-mindedness  is  frequently  the  characteristic 
of  women,  whose  dispositions  too  often  lead  them  to 
set  such  value  on  trifles,  as  to  sacrifice  for  their  pre- 
servation the  greatest  of  all  treasures,  their  own  peace 
of  mind,  and  that  of  their  families.  The  duties  of 
saving',  economizing,  and  prudent  management,  de- 
volve on  them :  but  when  a  propensity  to  stinginaes 
is  indulged,  and  suffered  tn  take  root,  their  economy 
degenerates  Into  downright  avarice,  and  prudence  Into 
B  sort  of  trifling,  fidgeting  vigilance,  which  is  eter- 
nally on  the  watch  to  retrench,  to  save,  to  discover 
what  may  be  done  without,  or  to  purchase  fur  less 
than  its  vsJuB  what  is  absolutely  necessary.  They 
t>^alar1y  accost  tradesmen,  shop-keepers,  fto.  witn 
a  determinaiion  to  bring  down  their  prices,  howevw 
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Just  and  moderale  they  may  be;  and  carry  on  all  tidj 
iealiiigs  at  least  with  the  appearance  uf  a  full  foxl 
tnoharitable  conviction  that  every  one  intends  to  chest 
Ihem.  All  peTsons  cannot  labour  too  early  in  cor- 
(ecting  every  tendency  to  thto  degenerate  propensity, 
which  seldom  produces  more  than  trouble  and  ansiety 
— for  certMfi  it  is,  that  the  fretting  and  fuming  of 
half-misers  over  mere  trifles,  k  in  the  end  very  in- 
adequately repaid  by  the  miserable  savings  of  the 

A  propensity  to  exiravasant  PaTiialities  is  a  faull 
which  frequently  predominates  in  some  warm,  im- 

Eetuous  characters.  Those  persons  are  distinguished 
y  a  precipitate  selection  of  fa,yourites  in  every  so- 
ciety ;  by  an  overflow  of  marked  attentions  to  the 
objects  of  their  predilection,  whose  interests  thes 
espouse,  whoso  very  faults  ^ey  attempt  to  justify, 
whose  opinions  they  support,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
and  whose  cause  they  defended  often  at  the  expense 
of  good  sense,  charity,  moderation,  and  even  coramun 
justice.  Wo  to  the  person,  whether  superior  or  in- 
ferior, who  ventures  to  dissent  from  them  in  opinion 
concerning  the  objects  of  their  admiration ;  that  alone 
exposes  them  to  aversion  and  -censure.  The  friend- 
ship or  affection  of  aunh  characters  does  not  deserve 
to  he  valued,  for  it  results  not  from  disoernraent  of 
Dierit,  but  blind  prejudice ;  beside,  they  are  reniaclia- 
hle  for  annoying  those  whom  they  thinit  proper  to 
rank  among  their  favourites,  both  by  expeetmg  to 
eneroas  (heir  whole  attention  or  confidence,  and  re- 
senting every  mark  of  kindness  they  may  think 
proper  to  show  to  others.  However,  as  their  affec- 
tions are  in  general  as  short-lived  as  they  are  ardent, 
BO  one  person  is  likely  to  be  tormented  long  with  the 
title  of  their  friend. 

Tlie  foregoing  are  the  chief  among  those  passions 
lo  which  the  generality  of  mankind  are  subject. 
There  are  also  a  variety  of  other  shapes,  in  which 
ifae  capital  silts  separately  piedominiite  in  difiereni 
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chatactera.  It  would  not  be  easy  to  enumerate  Ihem, 
bat  you  will  nut  find  it  jifficuit,  aided  by  the  grace 
of  God,  to  discover  your  capita!  enemy,  provided  yoa 
ardently  beg  that  grace  and  liglit,  and  are  sincerely 
desirous  to  overcome  it  to  the  utmost  of  your  power. 
Tlie  following  marks,  by  which  you  may  diaoern  youi 
rnling  passion,  are  pointed  out  by  St.  Cbtysostom, 
md  may  assist  your  examination  on  this  important 
point. — 1st,  Your  predominant  passion  is  that  pro- 
pensity, disposition,  or  failing,  which  is  the  ordinary 
cause  of  ^our  faults  and  sins.  2d1y,  It  is  that  which 
ohiefly  disturbs  the  peace  of  your  soul,  and  occasions 

¥>u  most  remorse  and  uneasy  reflections.  3dly, 
hat  of  which  you  are  obliged  to  accuse  yourself 
most  frequently  in  confession.  4thly,  That  which 
gives  occasion  to  the  greatest  conflicts  in  your  soul, 
and  which  you  feel  most  repugnance  to  overcome. 
5thly,  That  which  usually  influences  your  delibera- 
tions, intentions,  or  projects,  and  which  is  the  chief 
motive  of  all  your  actions :  that,  in  a  word,  which 
is  most  untcactable  and  deeply  rooted  in  your  heart  ■ 
for  if,  when  wounded  on  that  point,  you  fee!  sensibly 
hurt,  it  is  an  evident  mark  that  there  is  your  pre- 
dominant passion,  your  capita!  enemy,  the  greatest 
obstacle  to  God's  grace,  and  to  your  eternal  sal- 
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dholjanij  arcienl   uaageolLhe  ftUhful.     Il  ia  e  de^liod  par- 
Ucu.arly  celcuUicd  f<ir  U93l«ling  ynung  pcrBons  Ic.  snend  eacli 

miety  which  nccma  during  Ibe  Meek.— Ydu  would  da  well  to 
idopl  thin  devMlon. 

TllB  Hhon  Prayer  affiled  lo  each  Pracliee  you  can  say  u  youl 

la&yvlril  to  (he  BlesaedSaccsmenl,  or  at  an/ convenient  lima  It 
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(tally  aioldlng  sin,  by  parity  ofinler 
ud  by  rrequenl  use  of  Ihe  Aapirilion 
•ny  oUiM  your  devoUon  maj  au  jgesl 


This  day  is  set  apart  by  the  Almighty  himself  to 
be  kept  holy ;  that  is,  to  be  sanctified  by  works  of 
piety  and  particular  devotion.  You  are  instructed  aa 
to  the  method  of  sanctifying  the  Lord's  Day.  Ton 
know  how  much  those  deceive  themselves,  who  fancy 
that  they  comply  with  this,  precept  by  hearing  Mass ; 
therefore  you  will  be  doubly  culpable,  if  you  ever 
yield  so  far  to  the  bad  example  you  may  hereafter 
leoeire  in  this  respect,  as  to  malte  the  Sunday  a 
daj  of  particular  dissipation,  rather  than  devotion 
You  should  remember,  during  your  life,  that  the  pre- 
cept of  sanctifying  the  Sunday,  beside  obliging  to 
assist  deroutly  at  the  holy  Sacrilice  of  the  Mass,  re- 
quires that  the  greater  part  of  the  day  be  devoted  to 
works  of  piety ;  such  as  hearing  a  sermon,  and  the 
evening  Office  of  the  Churoh  in  your  parish  chapel, 
and  spending  some  time  in  teaching  the  Catechism, 
or  instructing  the  ianorant,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

Beside  those  public  duties  of  our  holy  religion, 
which  should  be  common  to  all  instructed  UhrisliaiiB, 
your  private  practice  for  this  day,  particularly  con- 
seeraled  to  the  adorable  Trinity,  may  be  thanksgiv- 
ing for  the  grea-  blessings  you  have  received  from 
the  three  divine  Persons  at  your  baptism,  when  you 
were  regenerated  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Make  a  short  re- 
flection on  the  solemn  engagements  you  then  entered 
upon,  and  which  yow  are  now  of  an  age  to  fulfd .  Ex- 
amine whetlier  you  really  do  what  you  then  promis- 
ed; whether  you  renounce  the  devil,  by  resisting 
bis  temptations ;  whether  you  renounce  the  world, 
I7   generously  despising   its  follies ;   and  whether 
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jroa  renounce  the  flesh,  by  conquering  your  sinful 
inclinaitions,  your  passions,  or  your  bad  habits ;  then 
implore  pardon  for  your  failings,  resolve  to  amend 
them,  and  renew  vour  baptismal  vows  in  the  follow 
ing  form. 

0  Blessed  Trinity,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost . 
The  source  and  founlain  of  all  good  !  I  most  firmly 
believe  in  thee,  I  most  humbly  adore  thee,  and  thank 
thee,  with  a  giateful  heart,  for  all  the  blessings  and 
benefits  1  have  received  from  thy  infinite  goodness! 
I  moat  fervently  consecrate  and  oifer  to  thee  an  un- 
reserved sacrifice  of  my  whole  being.  O  my  God, 
who  hast  a  right  to  every  day,  hour,  and  moment  of 
my  existence,  accept  as  the  first-fruits  of  this  week 
the  thoughts,  words,  and  actions  of  this  day,  which 
T  offer  thee  in  testimony  of  my  sincere  desire  tc 
aatiafy  my  obligation  of  keeping  it  holy  ;  roercifnily 
assist  me  to  spend  it  in  such  a  manner  as  may  drau 
down  thy  blessing  on  the  remainder  of  the  week. 
Increase  in  my  soul  the  heavenly  virtoes  of  Faith, 
Hope,  and  Charity,  which  I  received  at  Baptism,  and 
teach  me  to  make  Faith  the  rule  of  my  conduct,  that 
thereby  it  may  avail  me  to  life  everlasting.  Eternal 
Father !  take  possession  of  my  memory  ;  efface  from 
it  all  imagesof  vanity,  and  engrave  therein  the  recol- 
lection of  thy  adorable  presence.  Eternal  Sun! 
enlighten  my  understanding,  and  conduct  me  in  the 
path  of  salvation  by  the  light  of  Faith.  Holy  Spi-it ! 
sanctify  my  will  by  the  most  ardent  love ;  render  it 
submissive  under  the  contradictions  of  this  life,  and 
never  permit  that  by  attachment  to  mjr  own  ideas  ot 
judgment,  I  ehould  forfeit  the  blessings  of  peace 
offered  to  men  of  good-will  and  obedient  minds.  Holy, 
adorable,  undivided  Trinity,  by  whose  power,  mercy, 
Knd  providence  I  was  created,  redeemed,  legcneiated, 
■nd  preserved  to  this  moment,  receive  the  oblatior 
of  my  M-h  lie  being,  and  take  me  out  of  the  world 
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rather  than  peimit  me  to  eflaee  thy  sacred  image  la 
my  soul  by  mortal  sin.  I  adore  thee,  O  Hoiy  TVini- 
ty.  T  worship  thee,  I  most  humbly  give  thee  thanks 
for  having:  revealed  to  man  this  glorious,  this  incom- 
prehensiMe  mystery,  and  for  granting  to  thoae  who 
persevere  until  death  in  the  faiLiful  profession  of  it, 
tiie  reward  of  beholding  and  enjoying  in  heaven,  what 
we  now  believe,  and  adore  upon  eaith,  one  God  in 
three  persons,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost.     Amen. 

Aspration. — Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the 
Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost ;  as  it  was  in  the  begin- 
ning, is  now,  and  ever  shall  be.  world  without  end 
Arnen. 

Exercise  for  Monday — Devotion  for  the  Souls  in 
Purgatory, 
It  is  a  most  pious  and  meritorious  custom,  to  pray 
frequently  for  the  souls  in  purgatory,  and  to  ofFer  up 
ocuasionally  for  those  suiTering  friends  of  God  the 
holy  sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  the  holy  Communion,  and 
other  Bitisfectory  works  in  our  power.  This  devo- 
lion,  though  so  well  founded,  is  not  as  general  and 
jvely  as  it  should  be.  There  are  many  who  would 
make  any  exertion  or  personal  saoriiiee  to  save  a  fel- 
low-creature from  much  less  pains  than  are  endured 
in  purgatory,  yet  who  hear  with  onconcern  of  that 
prison  of  tire,  where  thousands  are  tormented;  amongst 
whom  are  perhaps  a  parent,  a  brother,  sister,  or  deal 
friend  of  theirs.  This  is  generally  owing  to  the 
wealtnoss  of  our  faith,  and  to  our  little  notion  of  the 
intolerable  pain  reserved  inthe  next  world  for  a  venial 
sin,  for  every  slight  fault  ortrivial  imperfection  which 
hae  not  been  atoned  for  in  this  life.  You  should  en- 
deavour from  your  youth  to  nourish  the  most  tender 
compassion  for  those  who  are  now  absolutely  incapa 
ble  of  assisting  themselves,  and  who  must  rcroaip 
■eparated  from  God  until  the  last  farthing  is  pai't, 
either  by  their  own  sufierings,  or  by  the  inlerposilion 


of  the  faithful  Many  powerful  motives  should  iniuoa 
yon  to  be  anvtiiz  the  moEt  fervent  in  assistiag  them : 
Ihe  chief  are,  that  by  this  spiritual  worli  of  mercy 
yoa  prove  your  love  for  God,  yon  benefit  your  neigh- 
Bour,  and  niBlerially  serve  yourself.  You  prove  your 
love  for  God,  by  interceding  for  those  who  are  sn  dear 
to  his  Divine  Majesty,  and  whom  he  eo  ardently  longs 
to  glorify  for  ever.  You  next  perform  an  act  of  the 
greatest  charity  towards  your  suffering  fellow-creaf 
tures,  and  by  endeavouring  to  shorten  their  banish- 
ment, confer  on  them  so  great  &  benefit,  that  you  can- 
not conceive  its  value,  unless  you  could  clearly  see, 
as  they  do,  what  it  is  to  be  separated  from  God. 
Lastly,  you  essentially  serve  your  own  soul,  by  pro- 
viding ior  yoniself  powerful  advocates,  who  will  not 
forget  you  when  they  stand  before  God. 

These  considerations  should  sufiioe  to  animate  yon 
to  do  all  you  can  for  the  souls  in  purgatory.  Devote 
then  fervently  the  prayers,  good  works,  and  the  va- 
rious actions  of  the  day,  to  their  relief.  OiTer  up,  in 
particular,  the  holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass  for  this  in- 
tention. You  have  a  devout  method  of  doing  so  in 
this  book,  and  are  already  in  the  habit  of  saying  the 
Beads  of  the  Dead  on  Monday ;  but  you  should  par- 
ticularly impress  on  your  mind,  that  sloth  or  negli- 
gence in  the  prayers  or  actions  which  you  offer  up  for 
those  suffering  souls  would  frustrate  your  own  inten- 
tions, and  make  you,  very  unworthy  of  being  heard 
on  behalf  of  others.  On  the  contrary,  so  far  from 
benefiting  (hose  for  whom  you  pray,  you  would  only 
expose  yourself  to  a  severe  purgatory  in  the  same 
fire  which  torments  them. 


O  Gon  of  all  halinesa ;  infinitely  pure  and  adorable 
Being!  how  great  must  be  thy  horror  of  the  least 
Main  of  sin,  since  tho«  punishest  so  rigorously  in  the 
flames  of  purgatory  the  venial  faults  of  those  whom 
ttiOH  w  tenderly  iovest     Ah !  meioifuUy  enlighten 
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mj  unierstajidiag,  that  the  torments  thou.  inflicteitOD 
the  least  offence  in  the  otlier  wovid,  may  teach  me  the 
enoimity  of  sin,  and  penetrate  my  heart  with  com- 
passion for  those  souls  who  are  row  enduring  inex- 
pressible pains,  for  such  failmgs  as  perhaps  I  too  oftea 
look  on  as  trivial.  My  God,  though  thy  justice  ban- 
ishes them  from  that  kingdom  wliere  nothing  deAled 
san  enter,  yet  suiely  thy  mercy  has  not  forgotten 
them;  no,  thou  art  too  good,  loo  compassionate  to 
ahandon  the  work  of  thy  own  hands.  Though  the 
season  for  merit  and  repentance  is  now  past  for  them, 
yet  thou  hast  left  them  a  resource  in  tiie  prayers  of 
thy  servMiiB  on  eaith.  Despise  not  then,  0  Lord, 
the  supplication  which  I,  thy  unworthy  child,  now 
make  for  those  who  can  no  longer  implore  thy  mercy 
for  themselTes.  Rememher,  O  infinite  Goodness, 
that  Ihey  are  all  the  work  of  thy  hands,  reileemed  by 
the  precious  blood  of  thy  only  Son ;  consider  that 
they  are  the  objects  of  thy  infinite  lore,  who  hum  with 
the  most  ardent  desire  to  be  united  lo  thee.  Have 
mercy  on  them  then,  0  infinite  mercy !  and  for  thy 
own  sake  stretch  forth  to  their  relief  those  sacred 
hands  by  which  they  were  formed  ;  apply  to  them 
once  more  the  merits  of  that  adorable  hlood  by  which 
they  were  redeemed.  1  most  humbly  offer  up,  to  im- 
plore th's  favt)ur,  the  adorable  Saciifice  of  the  Mass 
at  which  I  shall  assist  this  day,  or  to-morrow,  all  the 
Masses  which  will  be  celebrated  throughout  the 
«  flrid,  together  with  the  adorable  actions,  prayers, 
gnd  infinite  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  while  on  eiutb ;  to 
which  I  most  humbly  add  all  my  thoughts,  ivords,  ae- 
liona,  prayers,  and  suffetings  during  this  day.  Mer- 
cifully accept  this  oblation,  O  Lord,  on  behalf  of  all 
who  now  suffer  in  purgatory ;  particularly  those  foi 
whom  thou  desirest  I  should  pray — those  who  are 
most  dear  to  me — those  to  whose  sufferings  I  may 
nave  been  in  any  respect  accessary — tlusc  who  ata 
most  forgotten  by  otjiers,  and  who  have  no  one  to  pray 
6>r  them.     Give  them  all  speedy  repose  and  eternal 
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KHl,  O  merciful  Father  of  all  mankind !  and  give  ma 
the  graise  I  stand  in  need  of,  for  spending  this  day  in 
■ucn  a  manner  as  may,  through  thy  infinite  goodness, 
t»nd  to  the  great  object  I  dare  to  have  in  yiew,  which 
is  tlie  repose  of  thy  dear  and  siifTering  children. 

Aspiration. — Give  them,  O  Lord,  eternal  rest;  and 
let  perpetaal  light  shine  unto  them. 

El* 

Onb  of  the  greatest  proofs  which  the  Almighty  haa 
given  of  his  love  for  his  creatures,  is  his  having  ap- 
pointed angels  to  take  charge  of  them  through  life — 
to.  watch  over  them — to  protect  them  in  danger — lo 
admonish  them — to  pray  for  them,  and  never  fw  an 
instant  abandon  them,  until  after  death,  when  those 
hlessed  spirits  resign  theur  trust  into  the'handsof  Him 
from  whom  they  received  it.  O  how  dear  must  one 
soul  he  to  God!  how  precious  must  it  be  in  his  eyes, 
since  he  does  not  disdain  to  appoint  an  Angel  for  its 
guide  and  companion!  Still,  notwithstanding  the 
greatness  of  the  benefit,  it  is,  like  most  other  spiritual 
blessings,  much  less  valued  than  it  should  be.  There 
(ure  many,  who  never  think  of  the  services  they  re- 
ceive from  the  biased  Spirit  who  guards  them,  and 
who,  on  that  account,  are  deprived  of  many  spiritual 
advantages,  which  wonld  be  the  fruit  cf  more  devo- 
tion to  their  Angel  Guardians.  This  devotion  is  a 
debt  of  gratitude  due  from  ^  Christians;  but  it  is 
partioulaily  to  bo  recommended  to  young  persona ; 
because  the  inexperience,  thoughtlessness,  ignorance 
of  duty,  or  strong  passions,  often  attendant  on  youth, 
expose  them  to  a  thousand  spiritual  and  corporal  dan- 
gers, in  which  they  would  be  much  strengthened  and 
often  preserved  by  a  solid  devotion  to  their  good 
Angel.  Endeavour  to  excite  this  devotion  in  yonr 
heart,  by  reflecting  on  the  many  claims  this  heavenly 
Spirit  has  to  your  most  tender  gratitude  and  confi- 
deace.     Call  to  mind  the  charity  and  zeal  witli  whiefc 
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ne  took  charge  of  your  soul,  when  it  was  conlided  U 
him  at  your  birih ;  the  tender  cate  with  which  he  hai 
since  watched  over  jou,  bearing  patiently  with  your 
ingratitude,  grieving  over  your  fiiults,  reminding  you 
of  your  duly,  offering  your  prayers  to  God,  and  fre- 
quently imploring  graces  for  you ;  beside  other  good 
ofBces,  which  surely  merit  on  your  part  the  mosi 
lively  gratitude  to  God,  and  sincere  devotion  to  yoni 
heavenly  guide.  This  devotion,  lo  be  solid ,  should 
consist,  first,  in  such  profound  respect  for  tliat  pnie 
spirit  who  constantly  beholds  you,  as  will  teatrain 
you  from  acting  wrong,  thoi^h  you  were  quite  con- 
cealed from  human  observation ;  since  nothing  should 
be  done  in  the  presence  of  an  Angel,  ivhich  yon  would 
not  do  before  those  whom  you  most  respect.  Sec- 
ondly, it  should  consist  in  great  conlidenue  in  your 
powerful  advocate,  recommending  all  your  concerns 
to  his  intercession,  beseeching  him  frequently  to  oh- 
lain  for  you  the  virtnea  you  most  want,  the  grace  to 
conquer  yout  faults,  &e.  And  thirdly,  it  should  con- 
sist in  gratefully  thanliing  him  for  the  benelits  daily 
received  Ihrough  his  mediation.  Endeavour  to  ac- 
quit yourself  of  those  duties  with  fervour  through  life, 
bnt  particularly  on  this  day,  which  you  specially  dedi- 
cate to  honour  your  Guardian  Angel. 

Prayer. 
0  Angel  of  God  1  my  blessed  Protector  and  mosl 
amiable  Guardian !  to  whose  care  I  have  been  com- 
mitted by  my  Creator  from  the  moment  of  my  birth, 
■mite  with  me  in  thanking  the  Almighty  for  haviny 
^ven  me  a  friend,  an  instructor,  an  advocate,  and  a 
guardian  ui  thee.  Accept,  0  most  charitable  Guide ! 
V'f  fervent  thanksgiving  for  all  thou  hast  done  for 
UDe  ;  particularly  for  the  charity  with  which  Ihou  didst 
ni  dertake  to  accompany  me  through  life ;  for  the  joy 
with  which  thou  wert  filled,  when  I  was  purified  in 
tht^  waters  of  baptism ;  and  for  thy  anxious  solicitude 
in  'jratching  over  the  treasure  of  my  innoceuce.  Tliuu 


tnowest  the  numberless  graces  and  favours  whiol,  mj 
Creator  has  bestowed  01  me  through  thee,  and  the 
many  dangers,  both  sp'ritual  and  temporal,  trom 
which  thou  hast  preserved  me.  Thou  knowest  hiiw 
olen  thou  didst  deplore  mj  sins,  animate  me  to  re- 
pentance, ind  intercede  with  God  for  my  pardon. 
Ah  why  hare  I  so  little  merited  a  continuance  of 
thy  zealous  efforts  for  my  salvation  1  Why  have  I 
so  often  stained  my  sou!  hy  sin,  and  thereby  rendered 
myself  unworthy  of  the  presence  and  protection  of  an 
Angel,  of  so  pure  a  spirit  as  thou  art,  who  never 
Binned  1  Still,  as  my  ingratitude  and  thoughtlessness 
have  not  lessened  thy  charitable  interest  for  my  sal- 
vation, they  shall  not  diminish  my  confidence  in  thy 
^odness,  nor  prevent  my  abandoning  myself  to  thy 
eaxe,  eince  God  himself  has  intrusted  thee  with  the 
charge  of  my  sou!.  Penetrated  with  sorrow  foi  the 
little  progress  I  have  made  in  virtue,  though  blessed 
with  such  a  Master,  and  sincerely  determined  lo  cor- 
respond  in  future  with  thy  exertions  for  my  salvation, 
I  most  earnestly  entreat  thee,  0  protecting  Spiiit,  to 
oontinue  thy  zealous  efforts  for  my  eternal  interest ; 
to  watch  over  my  youth,  to  direct  my  inexperience, 
to  fortify  my  wetness,  to  shield  me  from  the  innn- 
meraole  dangers  of  the  world,  and  rather  to  obtain,  by 
thy  powerful  prayers,  that  my  life  may  be  shortened, 
than  that  I  should  live  to  commit  a  mortal  sin.  Re- 
member, O  most  happy  Spirit  I  that  it  was  one  act,  of 
profound  humility,  and  one  transport  of  ardent  love 
for  thy  Creator,  that  caused  Gud  to  establisl' thee  for 
ever  in  glory ;  obtain  that  liiose  virtues  may  oe  early 
implanted  in  r^y  soul,  and  that  I  may  seriously  en- 
deavour  to  acquire  the  docility,  obedience,  gejitleness, 
and  purity  of  heart,  which  shouldbe  the  fiivoiitite  vir- 
tues of  my  present  years.  Conduct  me  safely  througi' 
this  world  of  sin  and  misery ;  watch  over  me  at  liiB 
ftwAil  hcur  of  my  death ;  perform  for  my  soul  the  last 
diaritahle  office  of  ihy  mission,  by  strengthening;,  en- 
eniuagiog,  and  supporting  me  in  the  agonies  of  diasa- 
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luttoti,  and  then,  as  Ihfe  Angel  Rapliael  conducted  To. 
bias  safely  to  his  father,  do  thou,  my  good  Angel  and 
blessed  Guide,  return  with  nue  to  him  who  sent  thee, 
that  we  may  mutually  bless  him,  and  publish  his  wnn- 
detful  ivorks  for  a  happy  eternity.     Amen, 

Aspiration. — 0  my  dear  Angel  Guardian,  preserva 
me  from  the  misfortune  of  olfendmg  God. 

Exercise  for  Wednesday.-- iJeuoiion  to  St.  Joseph. 
This  glorious  Patriarch  has  at  all  times  been  the 
peculiar  object  of  the  devotion,  veneration,  and  con- 
fidence of  the  greatest  saints.  He  has  been  looked 
on  in  every  age  aa  an  example  of  teal  and  exalted 
sanctity,  as  the  model  of  humble  souls,  oecause  he 
excelled  ui  the  heavenly  virtue  of  humility  ;  and  aa 
the  patron  and  guide  of  conlemplatires,  becaase  his 
life  was  one  continuai  prayer.  But  though  the  great 
St,  Joseph  is  the  general  advocate  of  all  Christians, 
particularly  of  those  who  aspire  to  perfection,  yet  he 
appears  much  more  peculiarly  the  patron  and  protec- 
tor of  youth.  The  Almighty,  by  selecting  him  for 
the  various  functions  he  exercised  on  earth,  towards 
his  divine  Son,  has  pointed  Mm  out  to  allyouns  pet- 
sons  as  the  deserving  object  of  their  respect  and  con- 
fidence ;  as  their  patron,  their  protector,  and  model. 
St.  Joseph  is  the  patron  of  youth,  because  he  was 
chosen  to  watch  over  the  childhood  of  Jesus  Christ ; 
to  direct,  provide  for,  and  protect  that  Divine  Child 
in  his  youth.  He  is  the  particular  protector  of 
young  persons,  because  the  Almighty  intrusted  to  his 
care  the  helpless  infancy  of  his  Divine  Son,  and  Jesus 
Christ  himself  so  totally  abandoned  his  sacred  Persoa 
to  his  protejtion,  that  he  wae  pleased  to  depenti  on 
him  for  the  preservation  of  his  life  from  the  cruelty 
of  Herod.  Lastly,  St.  Joseph  is  the  mode!  of  youth, 
for  the  virtues  he  particularly  practised  are  precisely 
those  which  all  young  persons  should  imitate,  uis 
great  purity  of  heart ;  that  is,  such  horror  of  sin  ai 
caused  him  to  be  called  a  just  man ; — greai   enera- 
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tion  and  love  for  the  Mother  of  God — an  ardent  at- 
tachment to  the  child  Jesas — and  a  continual  studj 
and  imitation  of  the  obedience,  humility,  and  o^er 
virtaes  which  he  witnessed  in  the  conduct  of  his 
Divine  Charge.  Those  are  the  reasons  why  this 
Saint  has  been  chosen  as  your  particular  protector, 
and  the  festival  of  the  Protection  of  St.  Joseph  se- 
lected for  you  as  a  day  of  extraordinary  devotion. 
But  yoii  need  not  be  told  (hat  it  will  avail  you  noth- 
ing to  be  among  those  who  are  particularly  placed 
under  the  protection  of  St.  Joseph,  if  you  do  not 
perform  all  that  is  neeessaty  foj.  meriting  his  patron- 
age ;  therefore,  to  do  your  part,  you  should  fervently 
devote  yourself  to  that  glorious  Saint  by  the  practice 
of  solid  devotion  towards  him ;  that  is,  by  partica- 
larly  honouring  him  during  your  life  as  your  patron — 
by  reapetiting  nim  as  your  Father — by  sincerely  en- 
deavouring to  imitate  his  virtues,  particularly  his  eon- 
Htant  view  of  Jesus  Christ — his  love  for  the  Blessed 
Viigin — his  attachment  to  prayer— -his  respect  for 
the  presence  of  Jesus — his  unbounded  obedience. 
You  should  likewise  firmly  confide  in  his  intercessiiHi 
(which  St.  Theresa  says  she  never  found  lo  fail  in 
any  thing  she  recommended  to  his  prayers) — and 
spend  as  fervently  and  piously  as  you  possibly  can 
this  day,  which  you  should  every  week  consecrate  to 
ho'noor  St.  Joseph,  with  a  view  to  obtain  his  power- 
ful protection,  not  alone  while  you  are  young,  but 
Ihronghout  your  life,  and  also  the  grace  of  a  happy 
death,  for  which  he  is  specially  invoked,  on  account 
of  having  himself  expired  in  the  most  happy  of  ail 
circumstances,  in  the  arms  of  Christ,  and  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  the  Blessed  Virgin. 
Prayer. 
O  GBBST  St.  Joseph!  reputed  Father  of  Jesus  t 
and  spouse  of  the  Mother  of  God  !  thou  art  my 
ipeeial  Patron,  and  the  object  of  my  sincere  devotion, 
respect,  and  confidetice.    1  rejoice,  Irom  the  boltow  at 
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my  heart,  in  the  sulJjme  favours  bestowed  on  thee. 
l  thank  the  Almighty  for  having  honoured  thee  with 
'he  most  glorious  commission  whioli  was  ever  given 
to  any  crealure,  for  having  made  thee  tlie  guardian 
of  Iha  life  of  Jesus — the  protector  of  Iliin  who 
walohes  over  the  world,  the  support  and  consoler  of 
his  most  blussed  Motiier.  O  great  Favourite  of 
Heaven !  if  Ihou  wert  so  exalted  on  earth,  how  great 
niuat  thou  he  in  heayen !  If  this  wretohed  world 
was  renders  1  a  paradise  for  thee  by  the  constant 
presence  of  Jeans,  how  happy  must  thou  be,  nuw 
that  thou  b^ioldest  him  in  the  splendour  of  his  glory! 
I  will,  notw.lhstanding  thy  dignity  and  my  unworthi- 
oeas,  approach  thee  with  contjdenee,  because  I  aia 
convinced  that  the  constant  view  of  the  eternal  God 
become  a  child  for  our  love,  has  filled  thy  heart  with 
paternal  tenderness  for  all  those  whom  he  hniiouroJ 
and  instructed  by  the  example  of  his  early  life.  0 
glorious  model  and  patron  of  God's  greatest  saints! 
tliou  dost  not  disdain  to  become  the  particular  patron 
of  youth,  because  the  sacred  infancy  of  Christ  wan 
the  source  of  thy  glory,  and  the  object  of  thy  tender 
devotion.  Receive  me  then  into  thy  vsnerable  arms 
for  the  love  of  the  divine  Infant  who  so  oft  p  s  d 
on  thy  bosom.  Take  me  as  thy  child  fo  he  sake 
of  him  whose  submission  to  thy  will,  and  depend  n  e 
on  (hy  care,  so  exalted  thee.  I,  on  my  p  n  s 
fervently  offer  thee  my  heart,  and  all  n  y  th  uel  ts, 
words,  and  actions  of  this  day,  which  I  pa  ularly 
consecrate  to  thee,  as  a  small  testim  y  of  my  e 
speet  and  filial  love.  Present  me,  0  blessed  Saint. 
to  Josus,  and  obtain  for  me  a  share  in  the  virtues  and 
smiable  dispositions  of  his  divine  childhood,  that  I 
may  therebv  become  less  unworthy  to  call  dice  my 
Father.  Be  thou,  O  g'lorious  Guardian  of  the  Word 
made  flesh !  my  special  protector ;  not  alone  araid« 
ihe  many  dangers  of  my  youth,  but  throughout  my 
life.  Tmplore  fcr  me  a  particular  devction  lo  thy 
Virgin  Spouse,  and  the  grace  to  mutate  so  tiutLfuU| 
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kcr  Tirtues  and  thine,  thai  at  the  hour  of  my  death, 
I  may  be  entitled  to  look  up  to  hei  and  to  thee  with 
an  humhie  confidence.  When  that  awful  liour  of  my 
iejiarture  from  this  world  arrives,  obtain  for  me,  0 
glorious  St.  Joseph  !  a  small  share  in  the  profound 
peace,  hnly  confidence,  and  ardent  love  which  the 


sotual  presence  of  Jesus  and  Mary  infused  into  thy 
eoul  at  thy  consoling  death,  and  do  not  cease  to  be 
my  dear  blessed  protector,  until  I  shall  have  happily 


joined  thee  in  the  kingdom  of  eternal  rest.    Amen, 

Aspiraiion, — O  glorious  St.  Joseph  !  obtain  for  m ' 
the  grace  of  a  holy  life  and  a  happy  death. 


Though  the  adorable  Sacrament  of  our  Altar, 
which  is  the  most  precious  of  all  out  divine  Re- 
deemer's gifts  to  man — the  most  convincing  proof  of 
his  love,  and  an  abundant  source  of  blessings,  should 
be  an  object  of  universal  devotion,  yet  very  few 
among  those  who  believe  in  the  Real  Presence  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  Eucharist,  correspond  to  the 
best  of  their  power  with  the  infinite  love  which  he 
shows  to  all  mankind  in  this  adorable  Sacrament. 
This,  as  well  as  most  other  spiritual  evils,  is  caused 
by  want  of  reflection ;  very  few  seriously  reflect  what 
it  is  to  have  a  God  so  near  them  as  our  God  is  ; — to 
have  Jesus  Christ  himself  reside  araon^  them — to  be 
able  at  all  times  to  visit,  to  converse  with  the  King 
of  Heaven,  and  to  be  certain  of  always  finding,  in 
the  adorable  Sacrament  of  the  Eui-harist,-  a  gwxl 
parent,  ready  to  listen  to  and  enter  into  all  tJieit  con- 
cerns ;  a  liberal  Benefactor  willing  to  enrich  them,  a 
Physician  to  hea!  them,  a  friend  to  advise  them. 
Jbsub  Christ  is  all  that,  and  infinitely  more,  to  (he 
happy  few  who  know  how  to  profit  of  his  infinite 
mercy  in  renwiniug  on  earth.  But  how  few  are 
tfaey !  Do  you  at  least  reflect  seriously,  that  if  yon 
oe  not  among  the  small  niimbei  of  those  irho  hh' 
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eerely  feel  and  endeavour  to  repay  the  love  of  Jeaoii 
in  the  Eucharist,  you  will  be  infinitely  more  culpa- 
ble, more  ungrateful  than  others,  because  Jesus 
Christ  has  granted  you  oppcrtunities  both  for  imbib- 
ing and  practising  devotion  tii  the  blessed  Sacrament, 
of  which  the  generality  are  deprived.  While  many 
others  as  deserving  aa  you  aie,  know  little  more  con- 
cerning this  ineffable  Mystery  than  the  Real  PreseriCCi 
of  Christ  on  the  Altar,  you  are  instructed  in  the  end 
for  which  the  Eucharist  is  instituted,  and  have  been 
taught  how  to  coneapond  with  the  merciful  designs 
of  Jesus  Christ.  The  singular  happiness  and  privi- 
lege of  dwelling  under  the  same  roof  with  Jesns 
Christ,  should  be  to  you  another  strong  motive  for 
devotion  to  this  ador^le  mystery.     On  this  perhaps 

Eon  seldom  reflect ;  yet  it  is,  notwithstanding,  a  great 
leasing,  particularly  when  compared  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  numbers  who  are  situated  many 
miles  frnm  a  church,  and  who  seldom,  if  ever,  enjoy 
the  advantages  which  you  have  constantly  within 
your  reach.  Endeavour  to  prove  your  lively  grati- 
tude fur  these  favours,  and  all  the  blessings  you  have 
ever  received  from  the  Holy  Eucharist,  by  sincere 
and  solid  devotion  to  this  adorable  Sacrament.  This 
devotion  should  consist  in  sentiments  of  respect,  gra- 
titude, and  love  towards  Jesus  present  on  our  altars ; 
in  recurring  with  confidence  and  faith  to  this  fountain 
of  grace  in  all  yoor  necessities ;  in  great  rejioilee- 
tion,  modesty,  and  silence,  whenever  you  are  in  the 
presence  of  this  awful  Sacrament;  also  in  conse- 
crating every  Thursday  to  honour  the  blessed  Sa- 
crament ;  to  thank  God  for  so  great  a  gift ;  to  atone 
for  all  the  irreverences  which  Jesns  has  ever  sof^ 
fered  in  this  mystery  of  love ;  as  likewise  to  implore 
graces,  genera!  and  particular,  for  yourself  and  aS 
mankind. 

Prayer. 
O  Mosr  adorable   lesus    whom  tliy  own  infiiuta 
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love  induces  to  dwell  among  us,  thy  unworthy  ser 
Taills,  in  the  adorable  Sacrament  of  our  Altars,  re- 
Bcive,  I  beseech  thee,  my  profound  adoration.  I 
Gtmly  believe  that  thou  art  really  present  in  the  holy 
Eucharist,  as  powerful,  as  amiable,  and  aa  adorable 
ta  thou  art  in  heaven ;  thou  hast  mercifully  hidden 
^e  splendour  of  thy  Majesty,  lest  it  should  deter  us 
from  approaching  thy  sanctuary.  I  believe  thou 
dwellest  on  our  altars,  not  alone  to  receive  oar  ailoia- 
tions,  but  to  listen  to  our  petitions — to  remedy  our 
evils — to  be  the  strength  and  nourishment  of  our 
Bouls,  our  powerful  Helper,  our  Refuge,  and  our 
Sacrifice.  I  hope  in  that  boundless  mercy  which  da- 
tains  thee  among  us  poor  weak  sinners.  I  love  that 
infinite  goodness  which  induces  thee  to  communicate 
thyself  so  liberally  and  so  wonderfully  to  thy  crea- 
tures. I  thank  thee  for  such  a  convincing  proof  of 
thy  love,  and  ardently  wish  that  I  could  worthily  ac- 
knowledge all  the  blessings  I  have  ever  received  from 
this  fountain  of  grace  and  mercy.  1  sincerely  re- 
gret that  this  precious  pledge  of  thy  love  is  received 
by  the  generality  with  such  coldness  and  indifference. 
Alas !  I  myself  have  had  too  much  share,  by  my  un- 
grateful conduct,  in  wounding  thy  merciful  heart  on 
Siis  altar,  and  am  more  guilty  than  others,  since  very 
few  have  been  so  much  favoured ;  thou  hast  not  only 
granted  me  abundantly  the  general  blessings  which 
3iis  fountain  of  grace  pours  on  the  world,  but  thou 
hast  provided  me  with  the  most  favourable  opportuni- 
ties of  loving  and  adoring  thee  in  this  august  mys- 
tery. Thou  hast  placed  me  close  to  thy  sanctuary, 
where  I  can  recur  to  thee  frequently,  and  daily  be- 
bjld  the  sacrifice  on  the  altar.  Ah !  my  good  God ! 
I  am  now  convinced  that  thou  deservest  from  ine  all 
the  love  that  my  heart  is  capable  of  feeling ;  there- 
fore I  humbly  consecrate  to  thee  all  my  alFections, 
«id  firmly  resolve  from  this  moment  to  endeavour  to 
knit^e  the  respect,  gratitude,  and  love,  which  always 
iiwinguished  ihose  aniong  thy  faithful  s"     "   '        ' 
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were  most  peouliaily  devoied  to  the  aumist  Sacii. 
ment  of  the  Altar.  Accept,  O  divine  Jesua !  tho 
ttdonble  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  and  all  the  thoughts, 
words,  anB  actions  of  this  day,  which  I  fervently 
blFer  in  thanksgiving  for  the  institution  of  this  amia- 
ble Mysteiy ;  in  atonement  for  all  the  insnits,  irre- 
verences, and  sacrileges  which  have  ever  been  com- 
mitted against  it;  and  to  implore  for  myself  and  all 
creatures  a  solid  devotion  to  the  holy  Euclsarist. 
Mercifully  give  efficacy  to  my  ardent  desire  of  wor- 
thily honouring  thee  in  this  adorable  mystery,  and 
grant  me,  through  thy  divine  Heart,  a  share  in  the 
purity  and  fervour  of  the  angels  who  day  and  night 
surround  thy  sanctuary,  and  of  aH  those  who  ever 
loved  thee  most  in  this  sacred  mystery,  that  I  may 
serve  thee  with  sincerity  and  perseverance  during 
my  life,  and  be  so  happy  at  iengtfi,  as  to  enjoy  thee 
in  the  splendour  of  thy  glory  for  a  happy  eternity. 

Aspiralion.'—O  living  Bread !  come  down  from 
heaven :  be  thou  my  support  in  this  life,  and  my  via- 
ticuin  to  a  happy  eternity. 


L  EUid  feeling  recollection  of  our  divine 
ler's  Passion  and  Death  should  not  be  confined 
(oone  day  in  the  week;  every  day,  even  every 
our  existence,  should  recall  to  our  minds  the 
s  which  Jesus  Christ  voluntarily  endured  to 
save  us  from  suffering  eternally ;  or  at  least,  every 
day  should  strengthen  our  gratitude  for  so  great  a 
benefit  as  that  of  our  redemption,  and  our  compassion 
for  all  that  Jesus  suffered  on  our  account;  but  above 
all,  it  should  increase  our  horror  of  sir.,  that  groat 
evil,  which  required  such  a  remedy.  The  death  of 
our  merciful  Mediator  on  Good  Friday,  has  consecra- 
ted every  Friday  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  com- 
■'   n  of  his  Sacred  Paasion;    (hereibre  joa 
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fihould  on  this  d:iy  endeavour  most  fervently  to  ani- 
mate and  strengthen  in  your  heart  3  grateful  and  solid 
devotion  to  the  Passion  of  Jesus  Christ,  avoiding 
carefully  that  unfeeling  insensibility,  whieh  makes  so 
many  look  on  a  crucifix  with  as  lituc  sorrow  and  con- 
fusion as  if  they  had  no  shaie  ir.  occasioning  the  ei- 
eeasive  torments  of  the  Divine  Victim  it  represents 
You  should  early  accustom  yourself  to  think  frequent- 
ly of  the  suiTerings  of  Christ,  pwtieulatly  when  you 
make  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  look  on  a  crucifix  or 
any  other  representation  of  the  passion.  Secondly, 
you  should  be  patticularly  exact  in  hearing  Mass  daily 
and  devoutly,  that  being  one  of  the  beat  possible 
means  of  honouring  the  passion,  since  it  is  a  com- 
memoration and  a  renewal  of  the  Sacrifice  of  the 
Cross.  Thirdly,  you  should  offer  the  holy  Sacrifice 
of  the  Mass,  and  ail  the  thoughts,  words,  and  actions 
of  every  Friday,  in  unionwith  the  sufferings  of  Christ 
— to  thank  your  Saviour  for  them — to  obtain  the  con- 
version of  sinners — and  to  beg  of  Jesus  Christ, 
through  the  infinite  efiicacy  of  his  sacred  blood,  that 
Tour  heait  may  be  early  impressed  with  deep  and 
lasting  devotion  to  the  passion.  This  devotion  con- 
sists chiefly  in  sincere  gratitude  for  that  infinite  love 
which  induced  Jesus  Christ  to  endure  such  totmenta 
for  your  sake,  as  would  separately  have  caused  his 
death,  if  he  had  not  preserved  it  by  a  miracle,  to  suffer 
more.  Secondly,  it  consists  in  heartfelt  contrition 
for  the  share  your  sins  had  b  his  sufferings,  and  a 
sincere,  lively  horror  of  sin  in  general;  since  those 
who  deliberately  offend  their  Redeemer,  show  that 
they  are  in  the  unhappy  disposition  of  crucifying  him 
again,  if  that  were  in  their  power  : — lastly,  in  a  fer- 
vent imitation  of  the  viitues  of  Christ  practised  in  the 
course  of  his  Passion.  As  this  last  point  is  of  most 
oonseciuence,  yoa  should  make  it  your  particular 
practice,  on  e-/ery  Friday,  to  consider  the  profound 
►evereiice  with  which  Jesus  prays  in  the  Gajden  of 
Olirea,  that  you  may  imitate  i.  in  all  youi  spiiitoal 
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datiea.  Reflect  on  the  divine  patienee  vrith  whict 
this  mt'ek  Lamb  enduies  the  insults  and  cruelty  of 
bis  enemies,  and  for  his  sake  bear  pheerfully  with 
any  little  trial  yoa  may  repeire  Admire  his  pro- 
fonnd  silence,  when  accu'^ed  of  crimes  it  was  impos- 
sible he  could  commit,  and  think  yourself  happy,  if 
this  day  present  you  an  opportunity  of  sufferino;  »  re- 
bulie  with  gentleness  and  meekness,  whether  you 
have  or  have  not  merited  it.  Call  to  mind  at  youi 
meai'i,  the  vinegar  and  gall  presented  to  Jesus  on  the 
cross  ,  cornpasaionale  the  anguish  of  his  aiiiieted 
Mother,  who  could  not  procure  her  divine  Son  a  less 
bitter  draught ;  and  when  you  retire  to  rest  think  of 
the  hard  bed  of  the  cross  on  vi'hich  Jesus  expired,  and 
seek  refuge  in  spirit  in  the  adorable  wounds  of  his 
sacred  side. 

Prayer. 
O  DiviBE  and  adorable  Jesus !  Saviour  of  mankind ! 
I  most  humbly  adore  thee,  and  beseech  thee  to  pene- 
trate my  soul  with  the  most  lively  gratitude  for  that 
infinite  love,  which  brought  thee  from  heaven  to  suffei 
and  die  for  me.  O  do  not  permit  that  I  should  ever 
be  one  of  the  ungrateful  number  who  forget  thy  suf- 
ferings, or  think  of  them  with  indifference.  Ah  ! 
where  should  I  he  for  all  eternity,  if  thou  hadst  not 
loved  me  better  than  thy  own  life  T  Should  not  thy 
bitter  sufferings  fill  my  heart  with  compassion  and 
sorrow,  since  they  were  occasioned  by  my  sins?  Yes, 
my  adorable  Saviour !  divine  Victim  of  ray  sins !  I 
will  at  least  think  of  thee,  who  hast  never  forgotten 
me.  I  will  live  for  thee,  who  didst  not  refuse  to  die 
for  me.  I  now  most  fervently  offer  to  thee,  in  nnion 
witV  the  oblation  of  thyself  on  the  cross,  the  saerifioa 
of  my  whole  being.  I  desire  to  accompany  thee  in 
ipirit  through  ail  the  stages  of  thy  sufferings,  and  to 
commemorate  them  by  the  most  sincere  sentimenia 
of  gratitude  for  thy  love,  and  sorrow  for  my  sins  atid 
those  of  the  world.     Adorable  Jesus !  iiverwhelmed 
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wilh  sorrow  for  my  sins  in  the  Garden  of  Olivei  1 
dive  me  the  giaee  of  sincere  contrition  and  perfect 
conformity  to  thy  holy  will ; — teach  me,  by  thy  won- 
derful patience  in  the  midst  of  the  most  cruel  insults, 
ihe  virtue  of  meekness  -let  thy  profound  humiliations, 
when  thou  wert  crow.^  with  thorns,  and  clothed 
with  a  piirjjle  garment,  animate  me  to  conquer  iny 
pride,  and  despise  sui'-erely  the  opinion  of  the  world ; 
assoiiiiite  me  to  the  happy  few  who  followed  thee  to 
Mount  Cavalry,  and  beheld  thee  crucified.  Thou  didst 
end  thy  life,  O  merciful  Jesus !  in  torments  and  hu- 
miliations, deprived  of  every  thing  this  world  ealla 
pleasure  or  consolation ;  thou  art  my  model.  I  know 
that  thou  art  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life ;  thaf  all 
who  would  be  saved  must  walk  after  thee,  and  all 
who  would  reign  with  thee  in  heaven,  must  on  earth 
take  up  their  cross  and  follow  thee,  I  believe  these 
truths,  and  conjure  thee,  through  thy  sufferings  from 
the  moment  of  thy  birth  unto  thy  death,  to  strengthen 
me  to  bear  whatever  cross  thoa  mayst  send  me.  Thou 
haat  not  yet,  it  is  true,  honoured  me  with  a  great  share 
in  thy  sufferings ;  thou  hast  spaired  the  weakness  of 
my  age  and  virtue  ^  but  I  know  that  if  thou  lovest  me, 
I  shall  not  pass  through  this  life  without  suiferings. 
[  am  cominceil  that  thou  knowest  what  is  best  forme, 
therefore  I  now  accept  from  thy  hand,  with  resigna- 
tion to  thy  holy  will,  all  the  trials  andsufferings  of  my 
liiture  life.  I  unite  them  beforehand  to  thy  cross,  and 
beg  of  thee  to  strengthen  me  now  so  powerfully  by  the 
graces  thou  hast  purchased  for  me  through  thy  death 
and  passion,  that  I  may  never  expose  myself  to  eter- 
nal sulTerings  hereafter. 

Aspiration. — I  adore  thee  and  bless  thee,  0  Christ, 
Wjauae  by  thy  cross  thou  hast  redeemed  the  world. 
Eiercise  for  Satbrdav, — Devotion  to  the  Blesitd 

Devotion  to  the  ever-glorious  Virgin  Maiy  is,  io 
the  ophiioii  uf  some  of  the  greatest  Saints  aijd  Doo- 
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toi3,  one  of  the  rnost  certain  marks  of  a  soul  Ijeiiig 
likely  to  gain  eternal  happiness.  The  reason  of  this 
is,  that  a  particular  devotion  to  the  mother  of  Ood, 
when  rightly  understood  and  reasonably  practisisl. 
leads  to  the  most  perfect  service  of  het  divine  Son, 
and  at  the  some  time  rendero  the  practice  of  virlne 
easy,  by  securing  the  peculiar  protection  and  special 
intercession  of  the  Blessed  Virgin.  She  is  the  Mo. 
^hei,  the  Advocate,  the  Refuge,  and  the  Hope  of  al) 
Christians  ;  but  to  those  whom  she  discerns  lo  be  her 
sincerely  devoted  children,  she  is  so  peculiarly  fa- 
vourable, that  her  particular  clients,  soeh  as  St  Ber- 
nard, St.  Dominic,  St.  Aloysius,  St.  Stanislaus,  have 
been  distinguished  even  among  the  saints  by  the  most 
enbiime  gifts  of  grace. 

It  should  scarce  he  necessary  to  recommend  lo  you 
a  lender  and  ardent  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Virgin. 
She  who  ia  the  most  perfect  and  most  favoured  of  all 
creatures,  the  glory  Mid  model  of  your  sex,  the  len- 
der Mother  of  youth,  and  their  powerful  Advocate 
before  God,  should  naturally  attract  your  respect,  love, 
confidence,  and  veneration.  But  as  nothing  is  more 
common  thui  a  false  idea  of  devotion  to  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  (particularly  amonfr  young  persons,  who  oftp.n 
thmk  all  consists  in  stated  prayers  in  het  honour,  and 
B  certain  confidence  in  her  intercession,)  you  should 
form  a  just  and  correct  notion  of  this  devotion,  that 
you  may  not  resemble  those  who  honour  the  Blessed 
Virgin  with  their  lips,  but  whose  hearts  and  conduct 
are  far  from  entitling  them  to  call  her  their  Mother. 

To  he  truly  devoted  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  you 
must  first  honour  her  with  that  respectful  homage, 
which,  though  widely  different  from  the  honour  paid 
to  God,  and  infinitely  inferior  thereto,  is  nevertheless 
ilue  to  Mary,  as  the  blessed  Mother  of  your  Redeem- 
er, and  the  most  perfect  of  God's  creatures. 

Secondly,  you  should  confide  in  her,  because  she 
was  given  you  by  Jesus  Christ  for  your  Mother ; — 
because   she  loves  you   with  that  pure   and  lender 
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eharity,  which  a  thousand  degrees  surpasses  afl  the 
tenderness  of  joni  own  parents — and  also  because  she 
U  as  able  as  she  is  willing  to  assist  you  in  all  circum- 
Btances,  since  no  one  could  have  so  much  interest  in 
heaven,  and  influence  over  the  heart  of  Jesus,  as  hii 
dear  nnd  blessed  Mother. 

Thirdly,  your  devotion  must  consist  in  imitating 
her  virtues.  This  is  the  real  test  of  t]  ue  devotion  to 
Maty :  it  is  bo  essential,  that  without  it  all  the  other 
means  you  may  adopt  for  honouring  the  Mother  of 
God  will  be  vain.  Dwell  on  this  point,  and  consider 
how  necessary  it  is  for  you  in  particular  to  imitate 
her,  who  is  the  model  of  your  sex,  and  whose  virtnes 
you  are  obli^d  to  practise,  if  you  wish  to  save  your 
■oul.  Consider  also,  how  easy  it  is  for  you  to  imitate 
the  Blessed  Virgin,  since  her  life  was  spent  in  the 
discharge  of  those  very  duties  you  have  or  will  have 
to  perform.  She  never  worked  a  miracle ;  no  extra- 
ordinaiy  action  is  recorded  of  her — the  Gospel  men- 
tions but  one  verbal  lesson  that  she  ever  gave  to  man 
— all  her  sanctity  consisted  in  discharging  the  duties 
of  her  state,  and  performing  ordinary  autions  with 
more  pure  intention,  more  ardent  love,  more  fervour, 
and  altogether  more  eminent  perfection  than  any  ciea- 
lure  who  ever  existed.  Fix  your  eyes  on  her  then, 
whom  Jesus  Christ  himself  gave  you  for  your  Mother 
and  Model,  Por  the  present,  you  should  dwell  with 
particular  attention  on  the  lessons  she  teaches  you  in 
the  early  sacrifice  she  olFeied  of  her  heart  to  God  in 
her  Presentation  in  the  Temple.  That  festival  was 
chosen  as  a  day  of  special  devotion  for  you,  because 
it  was  then  that  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  hecame  the 
Model  of  your  present  tender  age ;  inviting  you  by 
her  example,  to  make  an  early  sacriiice  of  your  heart 
to  God,  and  to  serve  and  love  him  from  your  earliest 
youth.  I;  was  during  those  years  of  seciusion  from 
the  world,  that  the  glorious  Virgin  prepared  herself, 
by  the  most  fervent  practice  of  all  the  virtues  of  hee 
%ge  and  aituiktion,  for  executing  the  gieat  design* 
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vrhich  the  Almighty  had  fjtmed  in  her  regard.  Fol- 
low ber  example,  imitate  the  purity  of  life,  innouenco, 
humility,  docilit3|,  and  obedience,  which  sanctified  tha 
Blessed  Virgin  in  the  Temple.  You  are  now  sepa- 
rated from  the  world,  as  she  was,  and  shielded  from 
vH  its  dangers  ; — you  have  time  and  opportunity  (at 
acquiring  the  habits  of  virtue,  which  your  future  eir 
cumstances  may  render  necessary, 

Hereafter  the  retired  life  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  in 
Nazareth,  her  silence,  her  love  of  labour,  her  charity, 
obedience,  and  oheerfoi  submission  to  the  hardsbijis 
and  inconveniences  of  her  condition  in  life,  will  ani- 
mate you  to  a  faithful  and  cheerful  discharge  of  the 
doiijestjc  duties  you  may  have  to  fulfil ;  and  in  all  the 
crosses  and  afflictions  which  must  he  expected  in  this 
life,  the  heroic  constancy  of  your  Messed  Model  at  the 
foot  of  the  cross  will  encourage  and  strengthen  you 
How  happy  will  you  be,  if  you  early  adopt,  and 
steadily  persevere  in  this  perfect  method  of  honour- 
ing her,  who,  afi^r  God,  deserves  most  the  honour, 
veneration,  respect,  and  gratitude  of  all  creatures ! 
How  confidently  may  you  tben  call  her  your  Mother, 
and  confide  in  her  as  such  during  your  whole  life ! 
But  more  especially,  what  strong  claims  will  this  de- 
votion to  Mary  give  you  to  her  powerful  protection  at 
the  dreadful  hour  of  death. 

As  real  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  is  one  of 
the  most  precious  graces  you  could  receive  from  God, 
and  one  that  will  require  many  sacrifices,  and  con- 
stant efforts  to  overcome  your  faults,  you  should  fre- 
quently and  earnestly  beg  of  Jesns  Christ  to  inflame 
jrour  heart  with  an  ardent  love  for  her  whoiii  he  so 
much  loved,  and  to  give  you  grace  to  imitate  her 
heroic  virtues.  Ofier  for  this  intention,  as  well  as 
in  thanltsgiving  for  all  the  favours  bestowed  upon 
Mary,  the  holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  and  all  your 
Ihoughls,  words,  and  actions  on  Saturdays.  Let  ii 
he  a  day  of  particular  fervour,  and  above  all,  be 
euofol  to  avoid  every  deliberate  fault  on  this  day; 
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Bince  yo  would  grieve  and  offend  the  Blessed  Vir- 
gin muro  hy  one  wilful  offenee  of  hei  diivirva  S<mi, 
ih  in  y  a  codW  honour  her  by  all  your  praetieea  of 

O  ever-glorious  Virgin  Mary  !  most  Eerfect  and 
amiable  of  all  creatures !  I  humbly  casrWyseif  at 
ihj  feet,  and  beseech  thee  to  accept  the  sincere  pro- 
testations of  respect  and  veneration,  which  I  now 
fervently  present  t«  thee.  I  reverence  thee,  0 
sacred  virg-in !  as  the  Mother  of  my  Redeemer,  and 
I  fervently  offer  thee  all  the  homage  which  is  due  to 
thee  in  that  august  quality,  I  confide  in  thee,  I  love 
thee,  as  the  loerciffil  advocate  and  tender  Mother  of 
all  Christians ;  most  earnestly  desiring  that  I  could 
collect  in  my  heait  alone,  all  the  tender  and  respect- 
ful sentiments  which  ever  animated  tky  most  devoted 
servants.  But  to  supply  for  my  deficiencies  I  offer 
thee  the  filial  tenderness  with  which  Jesus  Christ 
loved  thee,  and  the  respect  and  obedience  with  which, 
as  thy  dear  Son,  he  deigned  to  honour  thee.  0 
Mother  of  Mercy !  who  wert  never  known  to  reject 

child,  for  the  sake  of  Him  who  confided  me  to  thy 
care  in  his  agony  on  the  cross.  Permit  me  to  choose 
thee  for  my  glorious  Patroness,  my  dear  Mother,  and 
the  object,  next  to  God,  of  my  respect,  gratitude, 
and  love.  Ah  1  do  not  refuse  to  receive  me  undet 
thy  materral  care,  and  to  grant  me  a  place  in  thy 
amiable  heart.  Let  me  have  the  honour  and  hap- 
piness of  being  ranked  from  my  youth  among  thy 
most  devoted  children ;  that  by  loving  and  serving 
^ee,  I  may  learn  to  serve  and  iove  God  perfoctly ; 
and  by  endeavouring  to  imitate  thee,  I  may  imitate 
Jesua  Christ,  whose  most  perfect  imago  thou  art. 
Accept  then  the  oblation  I  now  make  to  thee  of  my 
heart,  that  thou  mayest  present  it  to  Jesus  Christ,  in 
nnion  with  the  early  sacrifice  thou  didat  make  of  thy 
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pure  heart  in  the  Temple.  O  mercifully  deig^,mo«l 
powijiful  Virgin,  to  obtain  for  me  grace  to  make  aa 
early  and  p6rfei;t  eaerifice  of  my  heart  and  whole 
being  to  Him,  for  whose  love  and  service  alone  I  vaa 
created.  Teach  me,  i.y  thy  early  flight  from  Ilia 
world,  to  dread  and  despise  the  world,  and  to  piofit 
of  the  advantage  of  my  present  situation,  that  fhere- 
Dj  1  may  befjirepared  to  meet  the  teniptations  and  dan- 
gers to  which  I  may  be  exposed.  Obtain  for  me  an 
abundant  share  in  tlie  heavenly  dispositions  of  thy  holy 
Heart,  and  beseech  thy  dear  Soa  to  impart  to  me  in 
particular  a  lively  horror  of  sin ;  purity  of  heait  and 
mind ;  devotion  towards  thee,  a  love  of  retirement, 
fidelity  in  discharging  the  duties  of  my  state,  an  ar- 
dent love  for  God,  and  that  spirit  of  angelic  modesty, 
which  always  distinguished  thee,  and  marked  thee 
out  even  exteriorly  as  the  Temple  of  the  Divinity, 
To  obtain  these  great  graces,  and  in  thanksgivrng  ior 
the  favours  bestowed  on  thee,  my  blessed  model,  I 
fervently  oiTer  the  holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  and 
the  thoughts,  words,  actions,  and  various  duties  of 
this  day.  I  conjure  thee,  by  the  maternal  tenderness 
with  which  ihou  didst  guard  the  sacred  infancy  of 
thy  divine  Son,  to  watch  over  me  this  day  and  every 
moment  of  my  life ;  to  be  a  mother,  a  refuge,  and 
^de  to  me  in  all  the  diffieulties,  temptations,  and 
nanjrers  1  may  hereafter  be  exposed  to ;  ajid  when 
'  e  dreadful  hour  of  my  death  comes,  0  holy  Mary, 
■•"•'•    ^  '  ■    ne,  defend 


Mother  of  God,  pray  for  me,  support  n 

■     '      '    "  —'^       ■■•).         .,    ....    _ 

r,  and  reap  foi 


and  plead  for  me  so  powerfully  with  God,  that  I 

yc™ 


devoted  to  thee.     Jjnen. 

Aspiration. — 0  clement,  0  pious,  0  sweet  Virgin 
Mary !  pray  for  me  now,  and  at  tlie  hour  of  my  death. 
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or  in  nonoaro:  ijia  Dieesea  virgin,  or  anjoi  in*  aainu;  lOHf 
Ihair  intarcesstan  in  oblalnlng  a  feyour  from  Rod.  It  msj  ba 
UBde  cf  aoT  ptayer  according  u  eaoii  person'a  detoiron,  and  <■ 
(snatnlf  B  hoV  >^''<'<l°°> ''I'ic''  bas  olten  been  found  succenfUl 
In  oliiaining  ftraurs  from  Ood.  Those  who  psribtm  11  wiih  iha 
eondSIIoni  neceasal;  Tor  prayer ;  in  parlicular,  wilh  a  lively  hoM 
of  baving  tholr  reoneal  grnnled,  anl  psrfect  resi^iiaiion,  abould 
t  hs  Teflued,  may  lie  sHul:sd  tbUChlwI,  Irlia  baa  aM,aik  and 
m  thaa  TSetivc,  wIN  gnni  Ihem  eoma  grace  or  bleaslng  as  Iba 
VuL(  of  Ihelr  praysr,  choosb  In  hia  Inf  nile  wiedom  and  mercy,  ha 
nay  refuaE0iapnnlijnlar(k7ou7  which  lhB;rinnilore.    "  lf,"aa;a 

beir  main  desire,  by  doing  whal  Is  mora  expedient  fur  them." 

)f  ou°  "qucBCs"'  Sr'grauer  farourt'h  an  would-be"  the"  a"  mo. 
ihem. 

A  Ndyesa  in  Honour  of  the  Name  of  Jesus. 

Oh  !  meiciful  Jesus,  who  didst  in  thy  eaily  infancy 
commence  thy  of&ee  of  Saviour,  by  shedding  thy 
precious  Wood,  and  assuming  for  us  that  name  which 
is  above  all  names ;  we  thank  thee  for  such  early 
proofs  of  thy  infinite  love  ;  we  venerate  thy  sacred 
name,  in  union  with  the  profound  respect  of  the  ange! 
who  first  announced  it  to  the  eatth,  and  unite  our  af- 
fections to  the  sentiments  of  tender  devotion  which 
the  adorable  name  of  Jesus  has  in  all  ages  enkindled 
in  the  hearts  of  thy  servants.  Animated  with  a  firra 
faith  in  thy  unerring  word,  and  penetrated  with  con- 
fidence in  thy  mercy,  we  now  most  humbly  remind 
thee  of  the  promise  thou  hast  made,  that  when  two 
or  three  should  assemble  in  thy  name,  thou  thyself 
wouldst  be  in  the  midst  of  them.  Come,  then,  into 
the  midst  of  us,  most  amiable  Jesus !  for  ft  is  in  Ihy 
eaored  name  we  are  here  assemWed,  Come  into  ooi 
hearts,  that  thy  holy  Spirit  may  pray  in  ami  by  us ; 
nnd  mercifully  grant  us,  through  fliat  adorable  name, 
which  is  the  joy  of  heaven,  the  terror  of  hell,  the 
consolation  of  the  afflicted,  and  the  solid  ground  of 
our  unlimited  confidence,  all  the  petitions  we  rnake 
in  Ihis  No  vena. 

Oh !  blessed  Mother  of  our  Redeemer !  who  didst 
pariicipate  so  sensibly  in  the  sufferings  of  thy  deu 
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Ban,  when  he  shed  his  sacred  tilood,  and  assumed  ibi 
lu  the  name  of  Jesus ;  obtain  for  us,  through  thai 
adorable  name,  the  fayours  we  petition  in  this  Novena, 
Beg  also,  that  the  most  ardent  love  may  imprint  on 
our  hearts  that  sacred  name,  that  it  may  be  always 
in  our  minds,  and  frequently  on  our  lips ;  that  it  may 
be  our  defence  in  temptations,  and  our  refuge  in 
danger,  during  our  lives,  and  our  consolation  and  sup- 
port in  the  hour  of  death.     Amen, 

{  Ta  this  may  be  added  the  Litany  of  Jasua,  p.  66,] 
A  Novena  to  the  Sacked  Hbart. 

0  SACBED  and  adorable  Heart  of  Jesas !  Furnace 
of  Eternal  charity.  Ocean  of  infinit*  mercy  !  Con- 
Boktion  of  the  afflicted  !  Refuge  of  sinners !  and 
Hope  of  the  whole  world  !  I  moat  fervently  adore 
thee,  and  unite  my  heart,  my  affections,  and  suppli- 
(tatious,  to  the  perpetual  homage  thou  thyself  ren- 
derest  to  the  Divinity  on  our  altars.  Most  amiable 
Heart !  which  hast  loved  us  with  an  eternal  love, 
supply  thyself  for  my  insensibility,  and  receive  my 
desire  at  least  of  loving  tJiee  with  all  the  ardour  and 
sincerity  thou  so  justly  meritest.  But  remember,  O 
adorable  Heart !  that  thou  hast  not  disclosed  thyself 
lo  us  only  aa  an  object  of  our  adorations ;  thou  de- 
sires! much  more  to  engage  our  love,  and  to  become 
the  ground  and  motive  of  our  tender  confidence. 
For  this  end,  thou  wert  pierced  through  with  a  lance 
on  the  cross;  and  for  the  same  purpose  thou  remain- 
eat  a  daily  victim  of  thy  own  love  on  oui  altars.  0 
infinitely  compassionate  Heart  of  Jesus !  which  vas 
overwhelmed  with  sorrow  in  the  Garden  of  OJives,  al 
the  view  of  our  spiritual  and  corporal  miseries,  1 
tecur  to  thee  now  with  all  the  confidence  thou  d(j- 
sirest  I  should  repose  in  the  exient  of  thy  power  and 
rtie  riches  of  thy  mercy.  Convinced  that  those  th  ings 
which  aire  impossible  to  human  means  are  infinitely 
tvsj  to  thee,  and  relying  with  an  humble,  steadfa^ 
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hiVti  on  the  sacred  words  of  Truth  itself,  that  trhu- 
evej  we  ask  the  Father  In  the  name  of  Jesus  should 
be  granted,  I  now  most  humbly  implore  in  that  adora- 
ble name,  in  virtue  of  that  promise,  and  through  Iha 
abumtant  mercies  of  the  aacred  Heart  of  Jesus,  tha 
particular  favour  I  petition  for  in  this  Novena 
{Specify  it.) 

O  Dieased  St.  Gertrude  !  and  all  ye  g-lorioits  sct 
Tania  of  Christ !  who  while  on  earth  were  particulai 
ly  devoted  to  the  sacred  Heart  of  Jesus,  join  you. 
prayers  with  mine,  and  implore  from  the  divine  0I>- 
ject  of  all  your  devotion  the  giant  of  the  petition 
which  I  now  make,  and  specially  offer  up  through  thy 
intercession.  Beg  likewise,  from  this  adorable  Heart, 
which  has  dominion  over  all  hearts,  and  conld  in  a 
moment  change  the  most  obdurate,  to  have  compas- 
sion on  those  who  are  ui  the  dreadful  state  of  mortal 
sin,  and  to  open  to  us  all  the  treasures  of  its  mercy 
at  the  hour  of  our  death.     Amen. 

A  NoYBNA  to  the  Blessed  Virgin. 
0  MOST  Holy  Virgin !  who  wert  chosen  by  the 
adorable  Trinity  from  all  eternity  to  be  the  most  pura 
Mother  of  Jesus,  permit  me,  thy  humble  and  devoted 
client,  to  remind  thee  of  the  joy  thou  didst  receive  in 
the  instant  of  the  most  sacred  incarnation  of  our  di- 
vine Loid,  and  during  the  nine  months  thou  didst  car- 
ry him  in  thy  chaste  womb.  I  wish  most  sincerely 
thai  1  could  renew,  or  even  increase  that  joy,  by  the 
fervour  of  my  prayers.  O  tender  Mother  of  tha 
afflicted '.  grant  me,  under  my  present  necessities, 
that  peculiar  protection  thou  hast  promised  to  those 
who  devoutly  commemorate  this  ineffable  joy.  Rely- 
ing Oft  the  infinite  mercies  of  thy  Divine  Son ;  trust- 
ing in  that  promise  which  he  has  made,  that  those 
nho  aisk  slioaid  receive ;  and  penetrated  with  conli- 
(irtice  in  thy  powerful  prayers ;  I  most  humbly  entreat 
tfiee  to  intercede  for  me,  and  to  obtain  for  me  the  fa- 
■ouEi  which  1  petiti  >n  for  in  this  Novena,  if  it  be  tiw 
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specify  your  requests.) 

I  desire  by  this  Novena,  which  I  now  cffer  in  thy 
honour,  to  prove  the  lively  confidence  I  have  in  thy 
intercession:  Accept  it,  1  beseech  the  e,  in  hononi 
of  that  supernatural  love  and  joy  ■with  which  thy  sa- 
cred heart  was  replenished  during'  the  abode  of  thy  deal 
Son  in  thy  womb ;  in  veneration  of  which,  I  ofTerthee 
the  sentimentB  of  my  heart,  and  these  nine  HaU  Maries. 
Bopsat  Iho  Hall  Maries  nine  [imea,  Md  Ihon  aay  ths  following 

O  Mother  of  God!  accept  these  salutations,  in 
union  with  the  respect  and  veneration  with  which  the 
Angel  Gfabriel  first  hailed  thee  fiiU  of  grace,  I  wish 
most  sincerely,  that  they  may  become  so  many  gems 
in  the  crown  of  thy  aecidenlid  glory,  which  wiU  in- 
crease in  brightness  to  the  end  of  the  world.  I  be- 
seech thee,  0  Comfortress  of  the  afflicted !  by  the  joy 
thou  didst  receive  in  the  nine  months  of  thy  pregnan- 
cy, to  obtain  for  me  the  grant  of  the  favours  which  T 
have  now  implored  throngn  thy  powerful  intercession. 
For  this  end,  I  offer  thee  all  the  good  works  which 
have  ever  been  performed  in  thy  honour.  I  most  hum- 
bly entreat  thee,  for  the  love  of  the  amiable  heart  of 
Jesua,  with  which  thine  was  ever  so  inflamed,  to  hear 
my  humble  prayers,  and  to  obtain  my  requests. 
A  NovEKA  to  St.  Joseph. 

0  BLOBious  descendant  of  the  Kings  of  Juda !  in- 
heritor of  the  virtues  of  all  the  Patriarchs !  just  and 
happy  St.  Joseph  !  listen  to  my  prayer.   Thou  ait  my 

5 lorious  protector,  and  shalt  ever  be,  after  Jesus  and 
lary,  the  object  of  my  most  profound  veneration  and 
t«nder  confidence.  Thou  art  the  most  hidden,  thought 
the  greatest  saint,  and  ait  peculiarly  the  patron  jf 
ttiose  who  serve  God  with  tfie  greatest  purity  and 
fervour.    In  nnionwith  all  those  who  have  ever  beon 


A  NOVENA  TO  ST.  JOSEPH.  34S 

■Host  devoted  to  thee,  I  now  dedicate  myself  1*  Ihj 
■etvice ;  beseeching  thee,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ,  who  vonchsafed  to  love  and  obey  thee  aa  a  son, 
to  becume  a  father  to  me ;  and  to  obtain  for  me  the 
filialrespeet,  confidence,  and  love  of  a  child  towards 
thee.  0  powerful  advocate  of  all  Christians !  wl,ose 
inletces&ion,  as  St.  Teresa  assures  us,  has  never  been 
fotind  to  fail,  deign  to  intercede  for  me  now,  and  to  im- 
plore for  me  the  particular  intention  of  this  Novena. 
(Specify  it.) 

Present  me,  O  great  Saint,  to  the  adorable  Trinity, 
with  whom  thou  hadst  so  glorious  and  so  intimate  a 
correspondence.  Obtain  that  I  may  never  efface  by 
sin  the  sacred  image  according  to  (he  likeness  of 
which  1  was  created.  Beg  for  me,  that  my  divine 
Redeemer  would  enkindle  in  my  heart,  and  in  all 
hearts,  the  lire  of  his  love,  and  infuse  therein  the  vir- 
tue of  his  adorable  infancy,  his  purity,  simplicity,  obe- 
dience, and  humility.  Obtain  for  me  likewise  a  live- 
ly devotion  to  thy  Virgin  Spouse,  and  protect  me  so 
powerfully  in  life  and  death,  that  I  may  have  the  hap- 

Sness  of  dying  as  thou  didst,  in  the  fnendship  of  my 
reator,  and  under  the  immediate  protection  of  the 
Mother  of  God. 

Lord,  have  mercy  onus. 
Christ,  have  mercy  on  us. 
Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. 
Holy  Trinity,  one  God,  have  mercy  on  us. 
Holy  Mary,  Spouse  of  St.  Joseph,  Pray /or  a». 
St,  Joseph,  confirmed  in  grace.  Pray  for  us. 
St.  Joseph,  Guardian  of  the  Word  loosrnate, 
St.  Joseph,  Favourite  of  the  King  of  Heaven,    . 
St.  Joseph,  ruler  of  the  family  of  Jesiis,  7 

St.  Joseph,  Spouse  of  the  ever-blessed  Virgin,  « 
St  Joseph,  nursing  fatherto  the  Son  of  God,  'g 
St.  Joseph,  example  of  humility  and  obedience,  * 
St.  Joseph,  mirror  of  silence  and  resignation,  « 
Si.  Joeei>h,  patron  of  innocence  and  vouth. 
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St.  Joseph, 


exiled  with  Christ  into  Egypt, 


St.  Joseph,  intercessor  for  the  afflicted,  _ 

St.  Joseph,  advocate  of  the  humble,  J* 

St.  Joseph,  model  of  every  Tiitue,  S 

St.  Joseph,  honoured  among  men,  a 

St.  Joseph,  nnionof  all  Christian  perfections, 
Lamb  of  God,  &c. 
V,  Pray  for  us,  0  holy  St.  Joseph, 
B.  That  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  the  promises 
of  Christ. 

Lei  us  praif. 
Assist  us,  0  Lord  !  we  beseech  thee,  by  the  merits 
of  the  Spouse  of  thy  most  holy  Mother,  that  what  oui 
unworthmess  cannot  obtain,  may  be  given  us  by  his 
intercession  with  tliee ;  who  livest  and  reignest  with 
God  the  Father  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 

A  NovEiJA  to  St.  Patrick. 
O  Blessed  Apostle  of  Ireland !  glorious  St.  Pat- 
rick !  who  didst  become  ray  fatiier  and  benefactor 
long  before  my  birth,  receive  my  prayers,  and  accept 
the  sentiments  of  gratitude  and  veneration  with  which 
my  heart  is  filled  towards  thee.  Thou  wert  the  chan- 
nel of  the  greatest  graces  tu  me ;  deign  then  to  be- 
come also  tiiB  channel  of  rny  grateful  thanlisgivinga 
lo  God  for  having  granted  me,  through  thee,  that  pre- 
cious gitl  of  ftitli,  which  is  dearer  than  life^  Omost 
blessed  father,  and  patron  of  my  country!  do  not,  J 
beseech  thee,  despise  my  weakness.  Remember,  that 
the  cries  of  little  children  were  the  mysterious  invi- 
tation thou  didst  receive  to  come  among  us.  Listen 
then  to  my  most  humble  snpplicalions ;  I  unite  them 
to  the  praises  and  blessings  which  will  ever  follow 
thy  name  and  thy  memory  throughoat  the  Irish 
Church  i  I  unite  them  lathe  prayers  of  the  multitude 
of  my  ancestors,  whonow  enjoy  eternal  bliss,  and  ovt* 
their  salvation,  under  God,  to  thy  zeal  and  charily. 
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They  will  eternally  share  thy  glory,  lieeause  tliey  list- 
eoea  to  thy  word,  and  followed  thy  example.  Ah' 
eiace  I  ara  descended  from  saints,  ma,y  I  blush  to  dilTec 
from  them ;  may  I  begin  from  this  momerit  to  love 
God  wilh  all  my  heart,  and  serve  him  with  all  my 
strength.  For  this  end  I  most  humbly  beg  thy  blesa- 
bg,  0  great  St.  Patiiok !  and  thy  particular  inter- 
cession, for  obtaining  whatever  grace  thou  seest  to  be 
most  necessary  for  rae,  and  also  the  particular  inten- 
tions of  this  IVovena.     {Name  them.) 

0  charitable  Shepherd  of  the  Irish  Flock !  who 
wouldst  have  laid  down  a  thousand  lives  to  save  ona 
sonl,  take  my  soni,  and  the  soots  of  all  Christians, 
■jnder  thy  special  care,  and  preserve  us  from  the 
dreadful  misfortune  of  sin.  Thy  zealous  preaching 
provided  us  the  blessings  of  reljgioua  instructions 
which  we  now  enjoy ;  obtain  that  none  of  us  may  re- 
ceive them  in  vain.  Thou  didst  teach  our  ancestors 
how  to  connect  the  pursuit  of  virtue  with  tiat  of 
science ;  deign  also  to  fake  my  studies  under  thy  pro- 
tection, and  to  obtain  for  me  the  grace  to  sanctify 
them  by  a  pure  motive  of  pleasing  God  and  my  supe- 
riors. I  most  humbly  recommend  to  thee  this  coua 
try,  which  was  so  dear  to  thee  while  on  earth.  Protect 
i'  still ;  and  above  all,  obtain  for  its  pastors,  particu- 
larly those  who  instruct  us,  the  gra,ee  to  walk  in  thy 
(•otsleps,  that  they  may  share  in  thy  eternal  bliss. 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us,  &o,  &c. 

Holy  Mary,  Mother  of  God, 

St.  Patrick, 

St.  Patrick,  Apostle  of  Ireland 

St.  Patrick,  vessel  of  election,  -? 

St.  Patrick,  model  of  Bishops,  <§ 

St.  Patrick,  enemy  of  infidelity,  'ai 

St,  Patrick,  profoundly  hnmhle,  J 

St.  Patrick,  consumed  with  zeal,  !• 

St.  Patrick,  example  of  cha/'ity, 

St.  Patrick,  glory  of  Ireland, 

St.  Patrick,  itstructor  of  iittle  ones, 
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M8  A  BOVENA  TO 

St.  Patrick,  oui  powerful  protector, 

St.  Patrick,  our  compassionate  advocate. 

Lamb  of  God,  &c.  &c. 

V.  Pray  for  ua,  O  glorious  St.  Patrick. 

It.  That  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  the  promise* 
of  Christ, 

Let  us  pray. 

0  Goo,  who  didst  send  among'  us  thy  blessed  ser- 
vant St.  Patrick,  to  instruct  and  save  us,  and  didsi 
infuse  into  his  heart  so  great  a  share  of  thy  own  ten- 
derness, charity,  and  zeal,  listen,  we  beseech  thee, 
to  the  prayers  which  we  now  offer  up  in  union  with 
the  prayers  of  our  glorious  patron  and  father  in  heaven, 
and  grant  us,  through  his  intercession,  the  intentions 
of  th^  Novena,  and  the  grace  rather  to  die  than  offend 


A  NoVENA  to  St.  Charles  E 
O  sLOBious  St.  Charles !  the  father  of  the  clergy, 
and  the  perfect  model  of  holy  prelates !  thou  art  that 
good  pastor,  who,  like  thy  divine  Master,  didst  give 
up  thy  life  for  thy  flock,  if  not  by  death,  at  least  by 
the  numerous  sacrifices  of  thy  painful  mission.  Thy 
sanctified  life  on  earth  was  a  spur  to  the  most  fervent, 
thy  exemplary  penance  was  a  reproach  to  the  sloth- 
ful,  and  thy  indefati^ble  zeal  was  the  support  of  the 
Church.  O  great  Prelate !  since  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  salvation  of  souls  are  the  only  objects  of  soli' 
citude  to  the  blessed  in  heaven,  vouchsafe  to  intercede 
for  me  now,  and  to  offer  up  for  the  intention  of  this 
Novena,  those  fervent  prayers  which  were  so  sue 
eeseful  while  thou  wetl  on  earth.    {Here  specify  your 

Thou  art,  O  great  St.  Charles !  among  all  the 
Saints  of  God,  one  m  whose  intercession  I  should  mon 
confide,  because  thou  wert  chosen  by  God  to  promote 
the  interests  of  religion,  by  promoting  the  Christian 
rducation  of  youth.     Thou  wert,  like  Jesua  Christ 
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himsolf,  always  accessible  to  little  ones;  for  whom 
thou  dMst  thyself  break  the  bread  of  the  word  of  Gad, 
Uid  procure  for  them  also  the  blessings  of  a  Christian 
Education.  To  thee,  then,  I  have  recourse  with  con- 
fidence, beseeching  thee  1o  obtain  for  me  the  grace 
to  profit  of  the  advantages  I  enjoy,  and  for  which  I 
am  80  conaiderablj'  indebted  to  thy  zeal  Preserve 
me  by  thy  prayers  from  the  dangers  of  tne  world ; 
obtain  that  my  heart  may  be  impressed  with  a  lively 
horror  of  sin ;  a  deep  sense  of  m^  duty  as  a  Christian ; 
a  sincere  contempt  for  the  opinion  and  false  maxims 
of  the  world ;  an  ardent  iove  for  God,  and  that  holy 
fear  which  is  the  beginning  cf  wisdom. 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us,  &c.  &c. 

Holy  Mary,  Mother  of  God, 

Queen  of  Apostles, 

St.  Charles, 

St.  Charles,  imitator  of  Christ, 

St.  Charles,  faithful  follower  of  Christ  crucified, 

St.  Charles,  replenished  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Apostles, 

St,  Charles,  consumed  with  zeal  for  the  glory  of 

St.  Charles,  Father  and  Guide  of  the  Clergy.  "a 
St.  Charles,  thelight  andsupport  of  theChurch,;0 
St.  Charles,  a  mode!  of  humility  and  penance,  i-^^ 
St.  Charles,  most  desirous  of  the  sfdvation  f  f  2 

St.  Charles,  most  zealous  for  the  instruction  ' 
of  youth, 

St.  Charles,  Patron  of  the  Tj.^uline  Schools, 

Lamb  of  God,  &c. 

V.  Pray  for  us,  O  glorious  St.  Charles. 

R.  Tliat  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  the  promisei 
ol  Christ. 

Lei  u!  pray. 

Prbsbbve  thy  Church,  O  Lord,  imder  the  continual 

pnxectiun  of  thy  glorious  Confessor  and  Bishop,  St 
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Charles,  that  as  he  was  eminent  for  the  dischaTge  o( 
his  pastoral  dutiea,  so  his  prayers  may  make  ua  seal 
oils  in  ihe  love  of  thy  holy  name:  through  Jesua 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

A  NovENA  to  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

pBECUBEORof  our  divins  Lord,  deatineil  by  tlie  EtGmal 
One  to  prepare  hJB  ways,  thy  seat  must  be  high  in  Heaven, 
fur  on  earth  Ihon  wert  truly  exalted. — Thoa  haat  boon  pro. 
nounced  the  greatest  of  those  born  of  woman,  by  the 
great  Searcher  of  hearts.  Thy.  miraculous  birth  and  ex 
traordinaiy  life,  thy  austere  penance  and  burning  zeal, 
proclaim  thea  great;  and  were  all  these  wanting,  Uiy  pu. 
rity  and  profound  humility  would  point  ihes  out  aB  one 
truly  eiKtlted.  When  thou  camest  into  the  world,  thou 
didst  come  as  the  friend  of  thy  Creator ;  and  whilst  on 
earth,  thou  didst  never  olfend  him.  Though  thou  didsl 
administer  baptism  to  J^us  Christ,  thou  still  didst  own, 
with  due  bumiUty,  that  yoa  were  not  worthy  to  loose  the 
latchet  of  hia  shoe.  As  the  reward  of  uiy  humility, 
Christ  himself  hath  praisBd  thee,  and  tha  whole  world  ta 
the  end  of  time  will  glory  in  thy  birth.  In  thee  we  be- 
hold a  miraelfl  of  God's  grace  and  power ;  and  we  conjure 
thee  to  raise  in  our  behalf  that  glorioiia  voice,  which,  fram 
the  wildein BBS,  pierced  the  heavens,  and  was  heard  at  tlie 
throne  of  the  Most  High.  We  beg  of  thee  to  implore  for 
us  the  intentions  of  this  Novenar— N.  N. 

0,  Holy  Anchoret,  as  thou  wcrt  by  cicellence  the 
firiend  of  the  Saviour,  thou  canst  obtain  from  him  what- 
soever thou  wishest,  for  he  ardently  loved  thee.  TaW 
me,  then,  under  thy  special  protection ;  ob^in  for  me  the 
graces  I  stand  in  need  of,  and,  mure  especially,  perfect 
obedience  to  tiie  voice  of  those  who  preach  to  us  the  ne- 
cessity of  true  penance.  O  thou  who  wert  a  burning  lire, 
obtain  for  us,  through  thy  powerful  intercession,  a  portion  of 
that  which  is  enkindled  by  the  preaching  of  those  whom 
God  has  commissioned  to  point  out  to  us  the  way  to  eternal 
happiness.  Teach  us  to  know  ourselves ,  teach  us  to  know 
our  God,  and  his  son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Obtain  for  lu 
dtatwemay  be  frequent  and  wortliy  partakers  of  the  Holy 
Communion.  Grant  that  we  may  apprnanli  with  that 
•n^Iic  purity  tvhich  enabled  thee  to  discover  the  Lamb 
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of  God|  though  ha  was  then  unknown  to  the  wirld.  O 
Holy  Martyr  of  Jesus,  thougli  I  am  not  worthy  to  shed 
my  blood  far  him  na  thou  hast,  I  conjure  thee  to  inter 
cede  for  me,  that  T  may  live  and  die  in  the  pra,ctice  of 
Chnatian  penance,  and  in  the  faithful  observance  sf  everr 
duty  which  tlie  \&vi  of  God  imposes  on  mu. 

A  Prayer  to  St.  Aucustine. 

O  GLOitious  St.  Augustine !  the  light  and  oracle  of 
the  faithful  1  I  most  fervently  join  with  the  whale 
Church  of  Christ  in  thanking  the  Almighty  for  having 
choaen  thee  to  become  a  peculiar  object  of  his  love, 
and  ah  everlasting  monument  of  his  tender  mercies. 
Illustrious  ]>enitent !  thy  admirable  conversion  proves 
to  the  whole  world,  that  no  crimes  are  too  great  for 
the  God  of  all  mercies  to  pardon — no  heart  too  corriipl 
for  hia  love  to  purify — and  no  obstacle  too  strong  foi 
his  graee  to  overcome.  Penetrated  with  veneratior 
for  thy  virtues,  I  choose  thee  for  my  Father,  my  Pro- 
tector, and  my  Advocate.  I  most  humbly  beseech 
thee  to  have  compassion  on  my  youth,  and  to  protecl 
me  in  those  dangers  which  thou  well  knowest  are  ' 
tendant  on  my  inexperienced  age,  0  blessed  vie 
of  charity!  obtain  that  I  may  seriously  consecrate 
heart  to  my  Creator,  and  faithfully  observe  that  great 
commandment  of  charity,  so  deeply  engraven  on  thy 
heart.  Thou  wert  the  son  of  thy  mother's  precious 
tears,  the  conquest  of  her  prayers,  and  afterwards  the 
faithful  imitator  of  her  virtues;  obtain  for  me  the  most 
profound  respect  and  tender  affection  for  my  parents, 
gratitude  for  their  care,  and  the  grace  to  profit  of  tho 
advantages  which  their  solicitude  for  my  eternal  wel- 
fare has  provided  for  me,  I  recommend  to  thee,  in  a 
Particular  manner,  O  great  Saint !  all  those  unhappy 
«on!s,  who  are  in  the  dreadful  slate  of  mortal  sin,  and 
conjure  thee,  by  the  unceasing  tears  thou  didst  shed 
over  thy  own  wanderings,  to  procure  them  the  grace 
of  conversion,  and  to  obtain  for  me  such  liotror  of  sin, 
that  I  may  avoid  it  as  the  only  rea]  evil,  and  thereby 
nuirit  to  behold  for  all  eternity  that  increated  Beauty 


who  was  too  long  hidden  from  thy  view,  and  etemallj 
love  Ihat  infinite  Goodness,  v.-hom  thou  didst  bittetlj 
»ogret  having  luved  too  late.     Amen, 


Most  blessed  St.  Angela !  who  art  now  in  jioBae*- 
Bwn  of  that  eternal  crown  which  is  yroniised  to  those 
who  instruct  Whers  unto  justice,  permit  me  to  have 
recoMse  to  thee,  as  to  my  glorious  PaironesB,  and 
to  choose  thee  for  my  special  Advocate  before  the 
throne  of  God.  In  union  with  all  those  happy  souls, 
who,  under  God,  are  indebted  to  thee  for  the  glory 
they  now  enjoy  in  heaven,  I  thank  God  for  having 
raised  thee  up,  to  provide  for  millions  the  great  biess-, 
ings  of  religious  inslruotion.  How  grateful  should 
t  he  for  the  hajipinesa  of  being  ranked  among  the 
i.umber  who  now  enjoy  the  fruits  of  thy  charity  and 
ieal.  0  glorious  Patroness  and  Mother  of  tlie  weakest 
portion  of  Christ's  flock !  do  not  abandon  thy  charge, 
now  thai  thou  aeest  more  clearly  than  ever  the  dan- 
gers to  which  youth  are  exposed.  I  entreat  of  thee, 
by  that  lively  zeal  for  God's  glory,  which  caused  thee 
to  devote  thy  life  to  the  instruction  of  the  tgnorajit, 
to  take  me  as  thy  child,  and  to  obtain  for  me  the 
grace  to  profit  of  the  blessings  which  the  Almighty 
has  bestowed  on  me  through  thee.  Procure  for  me 
by  thy  prayers  a  doc  jle  heart — a  lively  horror  of  sin — 
emcere  love  of  God  and  my  neighbour — and  so  great 
a  share  in  that  tender  compassion  for  the  pntKr  which 
distinguished  thee,  that  I  may  never  neglect  an  op- 
portunity of  affording  them  any  spiritual  or  corporal 
assistance  in  my  power.  Teach  me,  by  thy  example, 
to  practice  works  of  mercy,  that  like  thee  I  mriyfind 
mercy,  and  join  thee  for  all  eternity  in  praising  and 
blessing  that  good  God,  who  has  exempted  me  from 
the  miseries  snlfered  by  many  of  my  more  deservuig 
folio  w-creatu  tea.     Amen. 
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A  Prayer  to  St.  Ursula. 

i  St.  Ursula!  olessed  Marlyr  of  Jenii 
Clixist !  who  diiist  despise  the  riches  and  dignities  of 
this  worid  for  the  iove  of  God,  and  wert  so  liappy  as 
to  lay  down  even  thy  life  for  his  s&ke,  Lake  mo  under 
thy  powerful  protection — shield  me  by  thy  prayers 
from  the  dangers  of  the  world,  and  teach  me  by  thy 
example  how  10  triumph  ove    '      '  '' 
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lions,  to  suffer  from  the  world  and  my  own  corrupt  it 
clinationa,  I  have  recourse  to  thee  with  confidence,  to 
implore,  through  thy  intercession,  the  strength  to  resist 
and  overcome  them  all ;  and  to  remember,  on  all  oc- 
casions, that  the  life  of  a  Chiistian,  if  not  laid  dowa 
for  Christ  by  martyrdom,  should  at  least  be  sacri- 
ficed to  his  glory  by  penance  and  self-denial.  Thou 
art,  0  great  Saint  \  my  special  Patroness,  therefore 
I  humbly  recommend  to  thee  all  my  undertakings, 
and  beg  of  thee,  as  thou  wert  so  particularly  gifted 
by  God  with  the  power  of  perauadii^  others  to  the 
practice  of  virtue,  to  obtain  for  me  the  grace  to  love 
and  fulfil  the  duties  of  a  Christian,  and  to  endeavoui 
by  gtJod  example  to  engage  others  in  the  service  of 
God.  O  glorious  Martyr !  whose  death  was  an  act 
of  the  most  perfect  charity,  be  thou  my  protectiess 
in  my  kst  moments,  and  intercede  for  me  now,  that 
I  may  prepare  for  them  by  the  fervent  practice  of 
thiise  solid  virtues,  which  alone  will  furnish  ground 
for  confidence  in  the  mercy  of  God  on  the  bed  '.tt 
death. 

A  Prayer  to  St.  Alovsius,  for  young  Students. 
Angelical  youth  Aloysius  !  who  art,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Christ's  Vicar  on  earth,  the  Patron  at 
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atill  more  by  the  innocence  and  sanctity  of  thy  lift 
■liow  me  to  choose  thee  as  the  particulai  patron  of 
my  studies,  and  to  resolve  most  sincerely  to  follow 
the  example  thou  hast  left  me  of  diligence  and  piety 
Receive  me  as  thy  client,  and  through  the  love  which 
Bnimated  thy  heart  for  Jesus  and  Mary,  vouchsafe  to 
assist  me  in  the  pursuit  of  virtue  and  learning.  Ob- 
tain for  me  purity  of  body  and  mind,  and  a  filial  cori' 
fidence  in  the  ever-blesaed  Virgin.  Defend  ms 
ag^nst  the  dangers  of  the  world ;  direct  me  in  the 
choice  of  a  state  of  life ;  and  obtain  for  me  thoae 
powerful  graces  which  will  preserve  me  from  ths 
guilt  of  mort^  sin ;  that  assisted  by  thy  patronage, 
and  animated  by  thy  example,  I  may  lead  so  holy  a 
life  in  this  world,  as  to  be  associated  with  thee  in  thfl 
Giimpany  of  angels  fur  all  eternity.     Amen. 


On  the  Choice  of  a  Slale  of  Life. 

The  most  exalted  sanctity  is  attainable  in  every 
st&te  and  condition  of  life,  provided  that  it  is  em- 
braced in  compliance  with  the  will  of  God,  and  its 
E articular  obligations  faithfully  discharged,  for  hia 
)ve.  This  is  evident  from  the  example  of  many  who 
eanctified  themselves  in  situations  wWch  appear  least 
calculated  for  that  end  ;  such  as  on  the  throne  or  in 
the  army.  God,  as  a  good  Father  of  the  great 
family  of  mankind,  allots  to  each  ihe  station  he  would 
have  him  ocouot.  It  is  in  corresponding  with  the 
designs  of  God  in  this  important  point,  that  most  se- 
curity and  facility  of  salvation  are  commonly  found, 
because  there  are  graces  annexed  to  each  condition 
of  life,  which  tend  to  lessen  ita  difficulties,  and  to 
assist  in  the  discharge  for  its  obligations ;  and  thoso 
graces,  it  may  be  supposed,  are  only  bestowed  on 
such  as  God  calis  to  serve  him  in  that  particular  con- 
dition. Whence  you  miy  perceive  that  it  is,  at  least, 
B  great  imprudence  to  take  so  important  a  step  rashly 
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rhoae  who  prenipilslely  embrace  any  state  of  lift 
without  consultmg  their  own  inclinalions  and  abilitj 
by  reflection,  without  consulting  the  Almighty,  and 
endeavouring  to  discover  his  will  by  prayer,  and  the 
advice  of  a  director,  tun  great  risk  of  taking-  a  false 
wep,  which  may  be  followed  by  mnch  temnoral  misery 
and  great  danger  to  their  salvation.  However,  as 
in  Tery  early  youth  much  reflection  on  this  point 
would  be  Ultle  better  than  idle  thoughts,  your  duty 
for  the  present  U,  to  abandon  yourself  into  the  hands 
of  God  as  to  futurity,  which  you  may  not  live  to  see; 
to  avoid  as  a  great  sin,  those  promises  of  embracing 
any  state  of  life  which  indiscreet  fervour,  or  rather  real 

Sesumption  may  dictate,  and  occasionally  to  beg  of 
od  to  direct  your  choice  whenever  you  may  be 
called  on  to  make  it,  and  never  permit  you  to  act  in 
so  important  a  step  contrary  to  his  holy  will.  This 
may  be  done  by  the  following  jirayer. 

A  Prayer  to  beg  the  Divine  Direction  in  the  Choice 
of  a  Slate  of  Life. 
O  A1.U1OHTV  God  !  whose  wise  and  amiable  Pro- 
vidence watches  over  every  human  event,  deign  tc 
be  nny  light  and  my  counsel  in  all  my  undertakings 
particularly  in  the  choice  of  a  state  of  life.  I  know 
that  on  this  important  step  my  sanctiiication  and  sal- 
Tftlion  may  in  a  great  measure  depend.  I  know  that 
I  am  incapable  of  discerning  what  may  be  best  for 
me ;  therefore  I  east  myself  into  thy  arms,  beseech- 
ing thee,  my  God,  who  hast  sent  me  into  this  world 
only  to  love  and  serve  thee,  to  direct  by  thy  grace 
every  moment  and  action  of  my  life  to  the  glorious 
end  of  my  creation.  I  renounce  most  sincerely  every 
other  wish,  than  to  fulfil  thy  designs  on  my  soul,  what- 
ever they  may  be  ;  and  I  beseech  thee  to  give  ma 
the  grace,  by  imbibing  the  true  spirit  of  a  Chiistjan, 
to  qualify  myself  for  any  station  thy  adorable  Provi- 
dence may  hereafter  assign  me.  O  my  God !  whea- 
CT«T  it  may  lecome  my  duty  to  make  a  choice,  do 
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thou  be  my  light  a.nd  my  counsel,  and  mercif\illy  deign 
to  make  the  may  kTtowa  to  me  wherein  1  should  loaBs 
for  I  have  lifted  up  my  sold  to  thee.  (Pa.  cidiL  8.) 
Preserre  me  from  listening  to  the  suggestions  of  mj 
own  self-love,  or  worldly  prudence,  in  prejudice  ti 
thy  holy  inspirations.  Let  thy  good  Spirit  leadnu 
into  the  right  way,  (Ibid.  9.)  and  thy  adorable  Pro- 
viilence  place  me,  not  where  1  may  be  happiest,  ao- 
nording  to  the  world,  hat  in  that  state  in  which  1 
sViall  love  and  serve  liiee  most  perfectly,  and  meet 
with  most  abundant  means  for  working  ont  my  salva- 
tion. This  is  all  that  I  ask,  and  all  that  I  desire ;  foi 
what  would  it  avail  me  to  gain  the  whole  world,  i/, 
in  the  end,  1  were  to  lose  my  soul,  and  be  sci  nnfoitu- 
nate  as  to  prefer  temporal  advantages  and  worldly 
honours  to  the  enjoyment  of  thy  divine  presence  in  a 
happy  eternity  1 

A.  Prayer  to  implore  the  divine  Light  be/ore  any  par- 
ticular Undertaking. 
O  inoRiBLK  Jesds!  1  come  to  thee  betore  I  com- 
mence this  undertaking,  to  implore  thy  assistance,  and 
to  consecrate  it,  through  thee,  to  the  glory  of  thy  hea- 
venly Father.  Thou  knowest  that  l  can  do  nothing 
of  myself;  assist  me,  then,  I  beseech  thee,  toaccom. 

Siish  the  will  of  God — that  divine  will,  which  was  so 
ear  to  thee,  as  to  be  thy  food  while  thou  wert  do 
earth.  Direct  me  particularly  in  the  affair  I  am  going 
aboal,  and  teach  me  to  act  in  a  manner  pleasing  to 
thy  divine  Majesty — or  rather  do  thou  thyself  deign 
to  act  in  and  by  ma ;  deign  to  govern  me  by  thy  wis- 
dom— to  support  me  by  thy  power — and  by  thy  inHnilQ 
goodness  to  direct  all  my  exertions,  on  tliis  occasioa 
to  thy  greater  glory  and  my  own  eternal  salvation. 
A  Renewal  of  the  Baptismal  Vows. 
O  siv  God  and  my  Lord,  humbly  prostriCe  in  spirit 
before  thy  divine  Majesty,  I  adore  thy  sovereign  jus- 
tice «id  tliy  iniinite  mercy-    I  am  penetrated  with 
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fear  at  the  consideratjon  of  thy  awful  judgments,  taii 
my  own  great  ingratitude  for  all  thy  benefits,  since  I 
was  ranked  by  baptism  among  thy  children,  raised  to 
die  glorious  dignity  of  a  Christian,  and  thus  entitled 
W  enjoy  thee  eternally  in  heaven.  I  was  not  then 
sensible  of  the  precious  grace  bestowed  on  me,  nor  of 
Ihe  awful  obligatioiis  I  contracted  when  I  promised  to 
renounce  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  desh.  But  I 
am  now  fully  sensible  of  both ;  I  most  humbly  thank 
thee  for  having  brougl  t  me  safely  to  the  waters  of 
baptism,  and  I  detest  trum  the  bottom  of  my  heart 
every  thought,  word,  f  nd  action  of  my  life  which  has 
bben  unworthy  of  a  C  iristian.  Thou  kiiowest,  O  my 
God,  how  often  1  haie  stained  the  robe  of  innocence 
with  which  I  was  then  clothed,  and  how  frequently  i 
have  violated  mj  sacred  promises ;  but  thou  seest 
tixe  contrition  of  my  heart,  and  the  sincerity  with  which 
I  now  renew,  in  the  presence  of  heaven  and  eaith,  my 
profession  of  faith  in  the  doctrines  proposed  to  my  be 
lief  by  the  holy  Catholic  Church,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
mises made  for  me  when  I  was  regeneraled  in  the 
waters  of  baptism.  I  firmly  believe  in  God  the  Fa- 
ther Almighty,  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth — in  JesvJS 
Christ  his  only  Son,  out  Lord,  who  was  born,  and 
wifferedfor  us— intheHoly  Ghost— the  Holy  Catho- 
lic Church — the  Commonion  of  Saints — the  Forgive- 
ness of  Sins — the  Resurrection  of  the  Body,and  Life 
Everlasting.  I  renounce  the  world,  with  its  pomps, 
vanities,  and  false  maxims,  which  I  despise,  because 
they  are  accursed  by  thee.  I  renounce  the  flesh,  with 
all  its  temptations,  and  sincerely  resolve  to  endeavour 
to  amend  my  faults,  to  contiuer  my  passions,  and  to 
sacrifice  all  that  is  most  dear  tome,  rather  than  again 
deUberately  sully  that  robe  which  I  promised  lo  carry 
Dnstained  before  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ.  0  my 
good  God,  who  didst  love  me  before  I  could  love  thee, 
and  didst  apply  to  my  soul  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ 
when  1  was  unable  to  implore  that  favonr ;  look  on 
me  with  compassion,  and  grant  me  all  those  gracea 
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which  will  enable  me  to  keep  my  baptismal  engage- 
ments  without  reproof.  Increase  in  my  sonl  the  hea- 
venly virtues  of  faith,  hopt,  and  charity,  which  I  re- 
oeiveJ  at  my  baptism,  and  teach  nie  to  make  faith  the 
rule  of  my  conduct,  that  it  may  a^ail  me  to  life  ever- 
lasting, through  the  infinite  mercies  and  merits  of  my 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  with  thee  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  liveth  and  reigneth,  one  God  world 
without  end.     Ameii. 

A  Prayer  far  decei  ted  Parenls. 

O  Almighty  God,  my  go.  d  Father!  thou  who 
gavest  to  us,  in  our  parents,  on.  /  a  weak  image  of  thy 
own  tender  solicitude  and  watchful  providence  ovei 
each  of  thy  creatures,  receive  my  fervent  thankagiv- 
iugs  for  all  the  blessings  thou  didst  bestow  on  me  in 
and  through  tham,  to  whom,  under  thee,  I  ara  indebt- 
ed for  my  being.  It  was  thou,  0  Lord,  who  gavest, 
and  thou  hast  taken  away  ;  nor  shall  that  stroke  which 
deprived  me  of  parents  (of  a  father,  of  a  mofhet)  pie- 
vent  my  blessing  thy  holy  name.  I  am  not  an  orphan 
while  lean  call  thee  my  Father,  and  lii.>k  up  with 
confidence  to  that  Blessed  Virgin  whon".  thy  divine 
Son  gavemeforaMotherwhenespiring.fl  the  cross; 
on  the  contrary,  the  less  resource  I  havu  on  earth,  tlie 
more  claim  I  have  on  thy  protection,  my  good  Fa- 
ther, who  art  in  heaven.  To  thee,  tJien,  I  raise  my 
neart  iuto  the  arms  of  thy  mercy  I  cast  my  whole 
Iwhig ;  with  all  the  confidence  of  a  child,  t  run  to 
Ihee,  and  implore  thy  protection  in  my  journey  through 
this  ""-etched  life.  To  thee,  I  offer  my  most  humble 
und  tervent  supplications  for  the  repose  of  my  dear 
deceased  parents.  I  trust,  O  my  God  1  Ihit  they  have 
found  favour  in  thy  sight,  and  that  they  now  repose 
in  thy  bosom,  and  rejoice  in  thy  adorable  presence. 
But,  O  God  of  all  holiness !  if  they  be  not  as  yet  in 
possession  of  that  glory  for  whicli  they  were  created 
—if  any  stain  of  sin  exckidi.  Ihem  still  from  Che  king- 
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iim  wheie  iiiithing  deGled  ca,n  enter,  0  let  the  eaineat 
urayer  of  their  child  prevaii  on  their  bishalf;  or  rather, 
let  llie  sacied  blood  which  Jesus  ChrisI  sheil  for  Ihem, 
cancel  all  their  debts,  and  purify  them  from  everj 
stain.  Give  them,  0  my  God,  eternal  rest  for  the 
sake  of  him  who  died  for  them.  Let  perpetud  light 
sLine  on  them,  and  let  the  view  of  thy  ancient  beauij 
uxi  adorable  perfections  f  11  them  speedily  with  inefla- 
hle  joys.  Hear  my  voice  for  them,  O  Lord,  forthey 
cannot  now  plead  for  themselves ;  deign  to  give  mo 
in  the  dear  parents  I  have  had  on  earth,  protectors  and 
advocates  in  heaven,  and  mercifully  grant  me  the 
grace  to  dispose  myself  by  a  hoiy  life  for  being  re- 
united to  them  in  s  happy  eternity  through  the  infinite 
merits  of  Jesns  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

A  n  Ihtwersal  Prayer  for  all  thbtgs  necessary  to  fiat 

0  HT  (Jod,  I  believe  in  thee,  do  thoii  strengthen  my 
faith.  All  my  ftojnej  are  in  thee,  do  thou  secure  them 
1  love  thea  with  my  whole  heart,  teach  me  to  love 
thee  daily  more  and  more.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have 
offended  thee ;  do  thou  increase  my  sorrow. 

1  adore  thee  as  my  first  beginning.  I  aspire  after 
thee  as  my  last  end.  I  give  thee  thanks  as  my  con- 
stant Beuefaetor.  I  caU  upon  thee  as  my  sovereign 
Protector. 

Vouchsafe,  O  my  God,  to  conduct  me  by  thy  ms- 
dmn,  to  real  tin  me  by  thy  justice,  to  comfort  me  by 
tliymeiry,  ti.  defend  me  by  thy  power. 

To  thee  I  esire  to  consecrate  all  my  thoughts, 
words,  actions,  md  sufferings ;  that  henceforward  I 
miy  think  of  liie  i,  speak  of  thee,  willingly  refer  all 
my  actions  to  thy  greater  glory ;  and  suffer  willingly 
whatever  thou  sha.t  appoint. 

liijcJ,  I  desire  tliat  in  all  things  thy  wSl  may  be 
Aoae,  because  it  is  tliy  will,  and  in  the  manner  thou 

I  beg  of  thee  to  enlighten  my  underilanding,  to 
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mflams  mv  will,  to  purify  my  body,  and  to  aaniiliff 
my  soU. 

Give  me  strength,  O  my  God,  to  expiate  my  offen- 
ces to  overcome  my  lemplaliani,  lo  subdue  my  jboj- 
sioTis,  and  to  acijuire  the  wirtaej  proper  for  my  stale. 

Fill  my  heart  with  a  tender  affection  for  thy  good- 
ness,  a  hatred  for  my  tkiilts,  a  ^iiue  for  my  neighbour 
and  3.  contempt  of  the  world. 

Let  me  ^ways  remember  to  be  submissive  to  mj 
superiors,  condescending-  to  my  inferiors,  fattliful  I« 
my  friends,  and  charitable  to  my  enemies, 

Aaaiat  me  to  overcome  sensuality  by  moriification, 
avarice  by  alms~deeds,s,ngerhy  meekness,  a,ud  lepiditji 
by  devotion. 

0  my  God,  make  me  prudent  in  my  undertakingSv 
courageous  in  danger,  paiserti  in  aiiUctions,  and  Aumiie 
in  prosperity. 

Grant  that  I  may  be  ever  atlenuve  at  my  prayers, 
temperate  at  my  meals,  diligent  in  my  employments 
uid  constant  in  my  resolutions. 

Let  my  consoience  be  ever  upngkl  and  pure,  my 
exterior  modest,  my  conversation  edifying,  and  my 
comportment  regular. 

Assist  me,  that  I  may  continually  labour  to  over- 
come nature,  to  correspond  with  thy  grace,  to 
keep  ihy  commandments,  and  M  work  out  my  sal 

Discover  to  me,  0  my  God,  the  nothingness  of  this 
world,  the  greatness  of  AEateii,  the  shor^'iess  of  lime 
and  the  length  of  eternity. 

Grant  that  1  may  prepare  for  death,  lat  I  may  feat 
tX\y  judgments,  that  1  may  escape  hd  and  in  the  end 
sbtain  heaven,  through  Jesus  Chris' .     Amen. 

The  RosARV  of  the  Blessed  PIame  at  Jssus. 
It  the  name  of  the  Faflier,  and  of  the  Sun,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.     Amen. 
Thou,  O  Lord,  vifilt  open  my  lips. 
And  my  tongue  shall  announce  thy  praise. 
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Incline  unto  my  aid,  0  God. 

(Jlory  he  to  the  Fatjier,  and  to  the  Son,  anij  to  the 
Holy  Ghoat. 

As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  will  be  /m 
ever.     ATnen. 

The  Jhe  Mysteries  of  the  first  Part. 

I.  The  Ineaination  of  ovir  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Meditation. — The  Son  of  God  assumes  humap 

flesh  out  of  the  pure  blood  of  the  blessed  Mary,  evei 

Virein,  and  la  made  man  in  her  womb. 

O  Jesus,  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  us,     (Ten 
Times.)— Gloij,  &o. 

n.  The  Birth  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
The  Meditation. — The   Saviour  of  the   world   is 
bom  for  oui  redemption ;  his  Mother  lemainirg  a 
VirsiB. 

0  Jesus,  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  us.  {Ten 
Times.)— Gloty,  &c. 
IIL  The  Circumcision  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
The  Meditation. — Our  Saviour  being  eight  days 
old,  begins  to  suffer  for  our  sins,  and  his  blood  already 
flows  for  us.  He  is  circumcised  according  to  the  law, 
as  if  he  had  been  himself  a  sinner. 

0  Jesus,  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  us.     {Ten 
Tintes.) — Glory,  &c. 

IV.  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  found  in  the  Temple. 
The  Meditation. — Our  Saviour  being  twelve  yeari 
old,  shows  himself  more  than  mortal  by  his  know- 
ledge and  wisdom,  teaching  the  teachers  of  the  Jews 
O  Jeans,  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  us.  (Ten 
Times.) — Glory,  &c. 

V.  The  Baptism  of  our  Ijord  Jesus  Clmst. 
The  Meditation — The  Saviour  of  the  worid   ia 
baptised  by  St.  John,     The  Eternal  Father  declare* 
Um  to  be  his  Soi. 
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0  Jesus,  Son  of  David,  hare  mercy  on  us.  (Ten 
Times.)— Gloxy,  Sic. 

The  Prayer. 

O  Jesus,  whose  name  is  ahove  all  names,  thai  in 
the  nanxe  of  Jesus  every  knee  may  bend,  of  these 
that  are  in  heaven,  on  earth,  and  in  hell.  Who  at 
the  time  appointed  by  the  Eternal  Wisdom,  aasumedsl 
flesh  in  tlie  womb  of  the  blessed  Mary,  ever  Virgin, 
and  thus  became  the  Son  of  David,  whose  birth 
gladdened  men  and  angels.  Who  began  so  early  to 
finffer  for  us,  and  lo  shed  on  oar  account  that  blood 
that  washeth  away  the  sins  of  the  world.  Whose 
immortal  wisdom  appeared  at  the  age  of  twelve 
vears.  To  whose  haptism  ail  heaven  was  attentive : 
grant  to  us  to  celebrate  those  mysteries  to  thy  honour 
and  our  own  salvation.  Who  with  the  Father  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  livest  and  lejgnest,  one  God,  for  all 
eternity.     Amen. 

The  fioe  Mysteries  of  the  second  Pari. 
I.  Our  Saviour  washes  his  disciples'  feet. 

The  Meditation. — Our  Saviour,  to  show  us  an  ex- 
ample of  humility,  and  how  much  we  ought  to  serve 
each  other,  descendeth  so  low,  as  to  wash  the  feet  of 
his  disciples,  though  he  is  the  God  whom  heaven  and 
earth  adore. 

O  Jesus  of  Nazaroth,  King  of  the  Jews,  ha." 
mercy  on  us.     {Ten  Times.)— Glory,  &c. 

n.  The  Prayer  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  Ih" 

The  Meditation. — Our  Saviour,  knowing  his  Pas- 
sii,3  to  he  now  at  hand,  is  so  affected  with  the  Ihoughti 
of  it,  and  so  oppressed  with  the  load  of  our  sins,  that 
he  prays  to  his  Almighty  Father,  tliat  the  bitter  eiip 
might  pass  away  from  him 

O  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  King  of  the  Jews,  h&vt 
meicf  on  us,     (Ten  Times.) — Glory,  &c. 
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in.  Our  Sario  ir  is  appteheiiden 

The  Meditation. — Our  Saviour,  as  if  he  Jiad  been 
no  more  than  mortal  man,  yields  to  the  power  of  men, 
and  permita  himself,  for  our  redemption,  to  be  appre- 
hended, as  if  he  were  a  malefactor. 

O  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  King  of  the  Jews,  have 
mercy  on  us.     (Ten  Times.)— Glory,  &c, 
IT,  Out  Saviour  carries  his  Cross. 

The  Mediiaiion. — Our  Saviour,  being  torn  with 
scourges,  and  pierced  with  thorns,  to  expiate  our  sins, 
is  obliged  to  carry  the  cross  on  which  he  is  to  die,  and 
moves  on,  labourmg  in  sorrow,  towards  the  place  of 
his  crucifixion. 

O  Jestis  of  Nazareth,  King  of  the  Jews,  have 
mercy  on  us.     {Ten  Times.) — Olory,  &c. 

V.  The  Descent  of  our  Saviour  into  Hell. 
The  Meditation. — The  soul  of  our  Saviour  being 
separated  by  deatli  from  the  body,  descends  to  the 
placB  where  the  saints  were  expecting  his  redemp- 
tion 

The  Prayer. 

0  Jesus,  whose  name  is  above  all  names,  that  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  may  bend,  of  those 
that  are  in  heaven,  on  earth,  and  in  hell.  Whose 
mysterious  humiliations  and  sorrows,  appointed  tot 
thee,  on  account  of  our  sins,  appeared  in  thy  wash- 
ing of  the  feet  of  thy  servants  and  creatures;  in  thy 
distress  and  prayer,  and  bloody  sweat ;  in  thy  being 
secured  and  brought  before  courts  as  a  criminal ;  in 
thy  bearing  the  load  of  the  cross ;  and  in  the  separa- 
tion of  thy  sou!  from  the  body,  and  its  descent  to  the 
regions  below ;  grant  to  us  to  celebrate  thi«e  myste. 
ries  to  thy  honour  and  our  own  salvation.  Who  with 
the  Pather  and  the  Holv  Ghost  livest  and  reignesl, 
MM  God,  for  all  eternity.     Amen. 


The  fi}e  Myslenei  of  the  third  Part. 

1.  The  ReBunection  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

The  jVrerfitafion.—The   soul  of  our  Lord  Jesai 

Christ  which  had  been  separated  from  the  body,  is 

re-united  to  it  by  a  miracle  of  the  Almighty  power, 

and  that  body  which  had  been  dead,  rises  to  die  no 


IL  The  Ascension  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Meditation. — Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ascends 
into  the  highest  heaven,  where  the  Saviour  of  man- 
kind sits  at  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father  Al- 
mighty. , 

O  Jesus,  Son  of  the  living  God,  have  mercy  on  us. 
(Ten  Times.)— Glory  be  to  the  Father,  &c. 


The  Meditation. — Oar  Saviour,  now  seated  at  the 
nght  hand  of  God,  his  Almighty  Father,  sends  down 
the  Holy  Ghost  to  inspire  and  animate  his  disciples, 
that  they  may  be  qualified  to  publish  to  manltind  his 
cross  and  his  glory. 

0  Jesus,  Son  of  the  living  God,  have  mercy  on  us. 
{Ten  Times.)— Gloiy  bo  to  tlie  Father,  &c. 

IV.  Our  Lord  Jesu 

The  Meditation. — Our  Saviour  having,  by  his  pas- 
sion, resurrection,  and  ascension,  opened  a  way  foj 
the  sons  of  Adam  to  heaven,  which  they  had  lost  by 
sin,  bestows  on  his  Mother  and  his  Saints  a  crown  of 
immortal  glory. 

0  Jesus,  Son  of  the  living  God,  have  mercy  on  ua 
{Tm  Times  )— Glorv  be  to  the  Father,  Stc 
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V.  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  coming  to  judgment. 
The  Meditation. — Our  Saviour  will  come  in  powet 
■nd  majesty,  to  judge  the  living  and  the  dead,  and  to 
letmn  to  every  one  according  W  his  works. 

O  Jesus,  Son  of  the  living  God,  have  mercy  on  it 
{Ten  Htme*.)— Glory  be  to  the  Father,  &c. 

The  Prayer 

0  Jesus  \  whose  name  is  above  all  names,  that  ii 
the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  may  tend,  of  those  thai 
are  in  heaven,  on  earth,  and  in  hell ;  whose  body  that 
was  nailed  to  the  cross  for  mankind,  the  Almighty 
raised  from  death  glorious  and  immortal ;  who  by  thy 
ascension  triumphed  over  death,  and  held  captivity 
captive.  Who  according  to  f\y  promise,  sent  down 
the  Spirit  that  proceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  Uie  comforter  and  the  enliveiier ;  who  stretching 
forth  the  bounty  of  thy  almighty  hand,  shed  upon  the 
ihosen  children  of  Adam  that  glory  that  neither  eye 
hith  seen,  nor  ear  hath  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into 
th)  heart  of  man;  and  who  will  come  forth  in  power 
and  majesty  to  judge  the  Hving  and  the  dead,  before 
whose  throne  aU  mortals  will  appear,  grant  us  to  cele- 
brate those  mysteries  to  thy  honour  and  our  own  sal- 
vation :  who  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
livest  »nd  reigoest,  one  God,  for  all  eternity.    Amen. 

S.  S.  Ths  iBpesUnD  the  above  pr»yera  or  meilitaliing  \>  nal  ab 

Im  "  liem"Bari'h7creid  beror'ehana''!ii'  Ihls  Roeary  sad  in  thsl  cY 
Ibe  blessed  Virgin. 


On  the  RosABV  of  the  Blissed  Virgin. 
Thk  devotion  called  the  Rosary,  is  a  pious  orm 
of  prayer,  so  much  esteemed  by  the  most  learned  and 
holy  servants  of  God,  as  to  be  awled  by  one  among 
the  rest,  "An  abridgment  of  the  Gospel,  a  history  of 
Ihe  life,  sufferings,  and  tiiumphant  victory  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  an  exposition  of  all  our  Redeemer  did  in 


the  flesh,  which  he  assumed  for  our  saUation."  h 
consisTs  of  fifteen  Our  Fathers  and  a  hundred  and 
fifly  Hail  Maries,  to  ooniraemorate  the  fifi«en  princi- 
pal mysteries  of  our  Redeemer's  sacred  life,  and  also 
to  honour  his  blessed  Mother,  who  had  so  great  a  share 
in  all  that  concerned  her  dear  Son.  This  pious  prac- 
tice is  not  as  general  as  it  should  be ;  yoang  persons, 
in  particular,  are  more  subject  to  distraction  and  inde- 
votion  in  saying  the  Rosary,  than  in  any  other  spirit- 
ual eserciise ;  owing  partly  to  the  frequent  repetition 
of  the  same  prayer,  but  much  more  to  the  little  atten- 
tion they  pay  to  the  sense  of  the  words  they  pronounce. 
Some  children,  perhaps,  may  not  he  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  esplanation  of  the  few  prayers  con- 
tained in  the  Rosary,  to  give  their  minds  occupation 
*hile  they  recite  them ;  but  that  cannot  he  your  case ; 
therefore,  as  you  are  already  in  the  habit  of  saying  a 
part  of  the  Rosary  every  day,  you  will  be  much  less 
excusable  than  odiers,  ijt  you  acquit  yourself  of  that 
duRr  with  the  disedifying  precipitation  and  indevotion 
unfortunately  too  common  at  your  age.  To  avoid 
this,  you  should  endeavour  to  conceive  a  due  esteem 
for  this  holy  esercise,  and  to  impress  upon  your  mind 
that  the  Rosary,  though  so  easy ,  so  simple,  and  thereby 
so  adapted  to  your  capacity,  is  the  most  perfect,  the 
most  sublime,  and  most  profitable  of  all  vocal  forms 
of  prayer.  It  is  the  most  sublime,  because  it  is  com- 
posed of  the  most  holy  and  excellent  prayers  which 
were  ever  conceived  or  pronounced ;  and  it  is  also  the 
most  profitable,  because  those  prayers,  from  theii  di- 
vine origin,  are  more  pleasing  and  acceptable  to  God 
than  all  other  prayers  put  together.  The  first  is  the 
Our  Pother,  that  heavenly  fonn  of  prayer  left  us  by 

0  pray.  In  that  one  prayer,  which 
is  80  short  and  so  easy  that  all  persons  may  be  capa 
ote  of  learning  it,  are  contained  not  only,  as  your  Cate- 
ehimi  says,  all  those  things  you  should  ask  oi  hopd 
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foTof  God,  but  also  all  the  sublime  acts  of  adoration, 
praise,  thanksgiving,  love,  and  confidence,  conipnsed 
in  all  the  other  books  of  devotion  which  were  evet 
written ;  all  other  pTajers  being  only  a  paraphrase  or 
ex^anation  of  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

The  second  is  the  Hail  Mary,  composed  in  heaven, 
dictated  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  delivered  to  the  faithfni 
bv  the  Angel  Gabriel,  by  St.  Eliz^eth,  acid  the 
Church  of  God,  containing  in  the  first  part  ai  ' 


the  powerful  prayers  of  the  Mother  of  God,  i 
at  the  hour  of  death. 

The  third  is  the  Doxology,  or  Gtorj/  be  to  the  Fa- 
ther, a  sacred  verse,  which  contains  an  act  of  su- 
preme adoration  to  the  ever  blessed  Trinity,  and  pre- 
sents to  the  Majesty  of  God,  not  the  glory  which 
proceeds  from  the  weak  praises  of  his  creatures,  nor 
even  the  glory  that  results  to  God  from  all  the  labours 
and  great  actions  of  the  Saints,  hot  that  eternal  glory 
which  the  Almighty,  as  God,  possesses  in  and  by 
himself;  which  he  has  enjoyed  from  the  beginning 
and  will  enjoy  for  eternity,  and  which  so  little  depends 
on  his  creatures,  that  it  would  not  be  diminished  if  all 
mankind  were  destroyed. 

When  you  reflect  on  the  sublime  excellence  of  those 
three  prayers  which  are  the  first  that  children  leain 
hut  often  the  last  they  understand,  you  must  perceiva 
not  only  the  sanctity  of  the  Rosary  which  is  composed 
of  such  prayers,  but  also  the  respect,  humility,  confi- 
dence, and  devotion  with  which  it  should  be  said. 

Endeavour  then  to  excite  those  sentiments  in  your 
heart,  by  reflecting  for  a  moment  before  j^ou  begin 
yL-ur  Beads,  on  the  justice  and  merit  of  giving  that 
small  testimony  of  your  veneration  for  the  mysteries 
of  your  redemption,  and  devotion  to  the  Mother  of 
God.  Thinic  also  of  the  consolation  it  will  be  to  you 
sn  your  death-bed,  to  have  said  your  Beads  devoutly, 
ind  thereby  implored,  upwards  of  fifty  times  every 
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day,  the  assistance  of  the  B  e^ed  Vitein.  f"'  thai 
dreadful  hour  when  you  will  so  much  stand  in  need 
of  her  powerful  intercession,  yet  perhaps  not  be  abla 
even  to  pronounce  her  name. 

In  saying  the  Our  Father,  think  how  unworthy  any 
creature  is  to  repeat  those  very  words  which  the  sa- 
cred lips  of  Jesus  first  pronounced,  and  endeavour  to 
say  it  with  the  utmost  humility,  love,  and  confidence ; 
convinced  that,  by  saying  that  prayer  in  a  proper  dis- 
position, you  can  please  God  more,  and  obtain  more 
graces,  than  if  you  were  to  run  throueh  all  the  hooka 
of  devotion  which  were  ever  written.  The  sentiments 
which  should  aeeompany  the  repetition  of  the  Bail 
Maty,  are  pointed  out  by  a  holy  and  learned  writer, 
who  says,  that  "  when  an  Angel  anciently  appeared 
to  Patriarchs  or  Prophets,  he  was  received  with  due 
honour,  as  being  esalted  above  them  both  by  nature 
and  grace ;  but  that  when  an  Archangel  visited  Mary, 
he  was  struck  with  her  superior  dignity  and  pre-emi. 
nence,  and  approaching,  saluted  her  with  admiration 
and  respect.  Though  accustomed  to  the  lustre  of  the 
highest  heavenly  spirits,  yet  he  was  dazzled  and 
amazed  at  the  dignity  and  spiritual  glotyof  her  whom 
he  came  to  sdute  Mother  of  God,  while  the  attention 
of  the  whole  heavenly  court  was  with  rapture  fixed 
upon  her.  With  what  humility  then  should  we,  worms 
of  the  earth  and  base  sinners,  address  her  in  the  same 
salutation  !"  As  to  the  Doxology,  or  Gtory  be  to  the 
Father,  It  should  suffice  to  animate  your  devotion  in 
saying  it,  to  reflect  that  this  verse  is  so  much  esteem- 
ed by  the  Church,  as  to  be  added  to  all  the  Hymns, 
Canticles,  and  Psalms  of  her  Offices,  and  thereby 
daily  repeated  by  her  ministers  upwards  of  a  hundred 

The  Beads  may  be  said  with  or  without  those  short 
considerations  and  prayers,  called  the  Mysteries  of 
Ihe  Rosary  ;  but  when  you  ars  at  liberty  to  chowi) 
a  method,  you  would  always  do  well  to  make  use  of 
tliem,  repealing  the  Mystery  before  each  Our  Fathfr 


to  TBllect  on  it  as  well  as  you  can  during  the  te.  Hail 
Maries,  and  then  conclude  each  decade  with  the 
Glery  be  to  the  Father  and  corresponding  prayer. 
That  is  the  very  best  means  you  could  adopt  for  re- 
attaining  your  imagination,  preventing  the  distrac- 
tions which  may  involuntarily  foUow  from  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  same  prayers,  and  exciting  the  sentiments 
of  devotion  which  have  been  pointed  out  to  you  as 
necessary  for  saying  the  Beads  dcTOUtly.  However, 
when  for  want  of  leisure,  or  for  any  other  cause,  you 
are  obliged  to  omit  the  Mysteries  of  the  Rosary,  you 
may  very  profitably  substitute  a  shorter  metiiod,  which 
consists  in  naming  each  mystery,  or  simply  calling 
it  Co  mind  at  the  beginning  of  the  decade,  and  also 
the  virtue  it  peculiarly  inculcates ;  afterwards  ira- 
^oring  that  virtue  tlirough  the  intercession  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  by  the  ten  Hail  Maries.  Both 
methods  are  divided  and  arranged  according  to  the 
days  of  the  week  on  which  they  should  be  said,  aa 
follows ; — 

The  Rosary  of  the  Blessed  Virgin, 

■i" 

In  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  rf 

the  Holy  Ghost,     Amen. 

V.  Hail  Mary,  full  of  grace,  the  Lord  is  with  thee. 

R.  Blessed  art  thou  amongst  women,  and  blessed 

is  the  fruit  of  thy  womb,  Jesus. 

V.  Thou,  O  Lord,  wilt  open  my  lips. 
R.  And  my  tongue  shall  announce  thy  praise 
V.  Incline  unto  my  aid,  O  God. 
R.  O  Lord,  make  haste  to  help  me. 
V.  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to 
^e  Holy  Ghost. 

R.  A3  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever 
hall  be,  world  without  end.     Amen.     Alleluia. 
Except  from  Ssptuafesiniii  la  E»3Ipi  ;  fh'.n  say,  Fnlse  be  [olhea 
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THE  JOYFUL  MYSTERIES- 

The  Annunciation, — Let  us  consider  Ihal  an  Angd 
was  sent  from  Heaven  to  declare  to  the  Blessed  Tit 
gin,  tlie  choice  which  God  had  made  of  her,  to  be  tha 
Mother  of  the  Eternal  Word  :  she  receives  this  de- 
claration with  the  most  profound  humility,  and  the 
Son  of  God  becomes  incarnate  in  her  by  the  invisibla 
operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Hail  Maty,  len  limoa— Gloif ,  tt 

The  Prayer. — We  acknowledge  thee,  0  holy  Vir- 
gin, to  be  the  real  Mother  of  God,  and  hail  thee  full 
of  grace  ;  we  joyfully  repeat  the  praises  first  given 
thee  by  the  angel,  and  since  continued  by  the  entire 
Church.  In  becoming  Mother  to  the  Incarnate  Word 
thou  hecoraest  a  Mother  to  ua  also ;  may  we  ever  feet 
the  elfects  of  thy  kindness.     Amen. 

The  Visit  paid  to  St.  Elizabeth. 

Let  Its  represent  to  ourselves  the  Blessed  Virgin 
going  with  haste  into  the  mountains  of  Judea,  to  visit 
her  coosin  St.  Elizabeth,  where,  at  her  arrival,  St, 
lohn  the  Baptist,  yet  unborn,  exults  in  the  presence 
of  his  Redeemer,  and  ia  sanctified  in  his  Mother's 
womb. 

The  Prayer. — Most  holy  Virgin,  who  in  this  mys- 
tery didst  eminently  display  the  greatest  humility  and 
charity ;  obtain  for  us  of  God,  that  our  souls  may  ha 
frequently  visited  by  thy  dear  Son,  and  in  some  de- 
gree experience  those  impressions  whicli  hia  pre- 
sence once  made  on  his  blessed  precursor. 

The  Nativity  of  our  Lord. 
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cause  there  was  no  room  lot  him  in  Ihe  Inn  at  Beth- 
lehem. Let  ua  rejoice  in  the  advantages  of  this 
hunuliation,  and  endeavour  to  practise  tlie  lessons  ho 
neie  teaches. 

The  Prefer. — O  moat  pure  Mother  of  God,  we 
■rincerely  rejoice  in  thy  having  given  birth  t<i  the  De- 
sired of  Nations,  to  the  Saviour  of  the  World.  Beg 
jf  him,  we  heaeech  thee,  thai  he  would  now  gracious- 
ly vouchsafe  to  be  spiritually  bom  in  our  hearts, 
enabling  us  by  his  grace,  to  imitate  the  virtues  of  his 
childhood ;  particularly  his  simplicity,  innocence, 
docility,  and  contempt  for  the  vanities  of  this  world. 

The  Adoration  of  Ihe  Wise  Men. 

Let  us  prostrate  oursehes  with  the  wise  men,  to 
adore  Jeans  Christ  in  the  arms  of  his  blessed  Mo- 
ther :  instead  of  gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh,  let 
OS  offer  him  onr  minds,  our  hearts,  and  our  whole  be- 
ing, without  reserve. 

The  Prayer.— Moat  holy  and  immaculate  Virgin ! 
by  the  unspeakable  comfort  thou  didst  feel  in  the  ho- 
mage paid  to  onr  Redeemer,  we  entreat  thee  1o 
present  him  in  our  name  the  offering  we  make  of  our- 
selves, that  he  may  receive  it  more  favourably  through 
tliee  ;  that  we  may  ever  walk  faithfully  by  the  light 
of  his  grace,  until  we  arrive  at  the  possession  of 
liimseif  in  heaven.     Amen. 

The  finding  of  the  Child  Jesus  in  the  Temple. 
Let  us  participate  in  the  joy  which  the  Blessed 
Virgin  must  have  felt,  when,  after  having  lost,  with- 
out any  fault  of  hers,  the  child  Jesus  in  Jerusalem, 
and  having  sought  him  in  much  affliction  during  three 
days,  she  found  him  at  length  in  the  Temple  amidst 
the  Doctors,  hearing  them  and  questioning  them. 

The  Prayer. — 0  most  tender  Mother  of  Uod' 
omfor  of  ^e  afflicted !  we  earnestly  conjure  thee, 
Dy  tny  extreme  delist  on  Unding  the  child  J«Ba*> 
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^  the  angaiahof  iiaviiig  lost  him,  obtain  for  us  the 
pace  never  to  lose  hiin  by  consenting  to  mortal  ain 
Dor  to  enjoy  either  pleasure  or  repose,  while  we  thus 
oblige  him  to  withdraw  from  us.     Amai. 

'.   Rosary  of  the 

The  Joyful  Mysteries  for  Mondays  aurf  Thursdays. 

The  Annunciation — Virtue  of  humility. 

The  Visitation — Virtue  of  charity. 

The  Nativity — Virtue  of  detachment  from  the 
World. 

The  Purification — Virtue  of  purity. 

The  finding  of  oujr  Lord  in  the  Temple — Virtue  of 
obedience. 


THE  SORROWFUL  MYSTERIES.* 
The  Agony  in  the  Garden. . 

Behold  onr  Saviour  in  the  Garden  of  OKves,  pros- 
trate on  the  ground,  bathed  in  a  bloody  sweat,  ac- 
cq)ting  from  his  Father's  hMid  the  bitter  chalice  here 
offered  to  him.  Let  our  prayers,  our  compunction 
and  resignation,  be  animated  by  this  Model. ^ — Had 
Mary,  Ac. 

The  Prayer. — 0  Mother  of  Him  who  was  made 
man  to  save  mankind!  more  sensibly  affected  by  the 
Buffering  of  thy  Son  than  all  his  Martyrs  were !  ob- 
tain for  us  sincere  contrition  for  our  sins,  porsevering 
fervour  in  our  prayers,  and  perfect  resignation  in  aD 
adversities. 

The  Scourging. 

Let  us  contemplate  how  our  Savioiir  .Tesus  Christ 
after  being  derided,  calumniated,  buffeted,  and  over 

*  Theie  ate  said  on  Tuesday  a  and  Fiidsya  Ihrouehaill  Ihi  ft 
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whelmed  with  reproaches,  was  by  Pilate'a  oriier  mosl 
cruelly  aoouiged,  and  in  this  maugled  condition  pre- 
sented  to  the  Jews. 

The  Prayer. — 0  Mother  of  Sorrows,  whose  heart 
was  rent  in  the  mangled  fleshof  thy  Son!  we  beseech 
thee,  by  that  love  which  induced  him  to  shed  his  blood 
and  give  his  life  for  us,  to  obuin,  by  thy  intercession, 
that  we  may  ever  cautiously  avoid  those  criminal 
pleasures  and  sensual  gratifications,  which  our  Re- 
deemer would  expiate  by  this  bloody  scourging.  Amen 

The  Crowning  with  Thorns. 

I.BT  U3  figure  to  ourselves  the  indignities  and  iii- 
BHlts  offered  to  Jesus  Christ ;  he  is  derided  as  a  mock 
king,  a  leed  is  his  sceptre,  thorns  are  his  crown,  an 
old  purple  cloak  is  the  robe  of  his  royalty.  Let  hia 
patience  under  these  insults,  instruct  and  console  us 
under  affronts  and  humiliations. 

The  Prayer. — 0  most  meek  and  compassionate 
Virgin !  whose  anguish  at  these  multiplied  outrages 
Riiuld  only  be  equalled  by  the  feelings  of  Him  who 
underwent  them !  obtain,  we  beseech  thee,  for  us, 
(haC  we  niay  ever  gratefully  remember  these  tender 
proofs  of  his  love;  may  his  crown  of  thorns  become 
our  antidol*  against  pride,  and  his  patience  under 
these  insults  our  comfort  and  support  in  all  our  afflio 
tione.    Amen. 

The  Carrying  of  the  Cress. 

Behold  ova  Saviour  on  his  way  to  Mount  Calvary, 
bending  under  tlie  weight  of  his  cross.  Let  us  7n- 
deavouc  to  console  him  under  his  sufferings,  by  car- 
rying our  cross  courageously. 

The  Prayer. — Most  holy  and  generous  Mother"! 
who  didst  accompany  thy  dear  Son  eien  to  Mount 
Calvary,  feeling  in  thy  love  for  him  the  anguish  of  his 
cross:  may  we,  through  thy  prayers,  follow  him  in 
the  path  which  his  blood  has  marked  out ;  may  wa 
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erer  cheerfully  carry  all  those  crosses  which  hid  ma 
cy,  his  providence,  or  liis  justice  shall  allot  Uiua. 
The  Crucifixion. 

LsT  us  cast  our  eyes  upon  the  Son  of  God,  sua 
pended  by  nails  from  the  Cross,  covered  with  wound*, 
bleeding  at  every  pore,  expiring  in  accumulated  agony. 

Thi  Prayer. — -O  Tirqin  Mothbb  '.  Victim  of  suf- 
fering and  sorrow !  who,  motionless  and  silent  at  th« 
foot  of  the  Cross,  wert  doomed  to  sigh  under  the  dying 
groans  of  tby  Son,  and  mingle  Ihy  teats  with  his 
blood,  transfixed  with  that  sword  of  grief  which  holy 
Simeon  had  announced  to  thee ;  obtain  for  us,  wa 
most  humbly  beseech  thee,  that  our  hearts  and  affec- 
tions be  henceforth  nailed  to  the  Cross,  that  our  lives 
be  modelled  by  it,  and  om  death  sanctified  by  its  iu 
fluenee.     Amen. 

7  of  Che 


The  SoRRoWFiTL  Mysteries  for  Tuesdays  and  Fri- 

The  Agony  in  the  Garden — Virtus  of  resig-nation 
The  Scourging  of  oar  Lord — Virtue  of  mortFification. 
The  Crowning  with  Thorns — Virtue  of  humility. 
The  Carrying  the  Cross — Virtue  of  patience. 
The  Crucifixion — Virtue  oftheloveofour  enemioB 


THE  FIVE  GLORIOUS  MYSTERIES." 
Tke  Resurrection. 

Let  lis  consider  the  Son  of  God  springing  forth  in 
a  hlaze  of  glory  from  the  tomb ;  and  implore  the  grace 
«r  a  spiritual  resurrection,  as  he  has  given  us  tli« 
model  of  one  in  his  own  person.     Hail  Mary,  J/c 
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7%e  Prayer. — Most  holy  Mother  of  God  !  by  those 
transports  of  joy  wherewith  thou  wert  overwhelmed 
tX  the  Beaurrection  of  thy  adorable  Son,  obtain  foi 
US,  tliat  we  may  participate  in  the  glory  of  hia  iminor- 
(al  life  i  that  we  may  so  arise  from  the  tomb  of  our 
Bins  and  evil  habits,  as  never  more  \a  return  to  them, 
l)Ut  to  walk  hereat^er  in  the  newness  of  life.     Arnsn, 


The  Ascension. 

Letus  call  to  mind  how,  on  the  fortieth  day  after 
his  Resurrection,  the  Son  of  God  ascended  into  hea- 
Ten  in  tlie  full  display  of  his  Majesty,  in  the  presence 
of  his  disciples ;  and  how  he  invites  us  to  follow  him 
thither  by  the  fervour  of  our  desires,  if  we  wish  here- 
after to  join  him  in  the  realms  of  glory. 

The  Prayer.— O  holv  Vibgin!  who  didst  more 
vehemently  sigh  after  thy  Son  in  heaven  than  all 
those  who  had  attended  him  on  earth,  draw  us  to  him 
by  thy  powerful  intercession ;  that,  disengaged  n 


a  from  the  empty  enjoyments  of  this  world, 
we  may  every  day  adVance  in  that  path  of  virtue, 
which  he  and  you  have  so  edifyingly  traced  out  for 


The  Descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Let  us  commemorate  how  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
being,  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  his  Eternal  Father, 
sent,  as  he  had  promised,  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  hia 
Church,  tliis  divine  Spirit  coming  down  In  the  form 
of  hery  tongues.  Let  us  beseech  him  so  to  enlighten 
our  minds,  and  inflame  us  with  his  love,  that  we  may 
ever  spe^  and  act  conformably  to  that  law  of  grace, 
which  he  hath  promulgated. 

The  Prayer. — Hail!  0  Virgin  full  of  grace,  and 
replenished  on  this  day  (of  Pentecost)  with  a  still 
greater  abundance  of  heavenly  ^fts,  behold  in  pity 
onr  manifold  spiritual  wants ;  obtain  for  us  some  sparks 
•f  that  sacred  fire  which  was  shed  upon  thee,  that, 
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siibghtened  by  the  truths  of  the  gosppl.  and  animated 
by  the  ardour  of  divine  love,  we  may  ever  Mnsiliiy 
feel  the  influence  of  this  Holy  Spirit.     Amen. 

The  Asfumptio7i. 

Lbt  ub  consider,  that  the  period  appointed  by  the 
Eternal  Wisdom  being  at  length  arrived,  the  Blessed 
Virgin  quits  the  earth,  to  regain  in  heaven  the  com- 
pany of  her  Son.  Let  ua  rejoice  in  her  bliss  and 
glory,  begging  that  she  may  also  conduct  us  thither 
1^  her  prayers. 

The  Prm/er. — O  thou,  who  by  exceileiice  art  styled 
the  Mother  of  holy  love,  it  ivas  in  thy  death  and  thy 
glorious  Assumption  that  this  love  attained  in  thee 
Sie  very  summit  of  its  perfection.  Obtain  for  us,  we 
beseech  thee,  the  graeeof  apurelife,  of  a  holy  death, 
and  a  happy  participation  in  supreme  bliss.  Amen. 

The  CroxDning  of  the  Blessed  Virgin. 
Let  tia  reflect  how  the  most  perfect  of  Sons  receives 
into  heaven  the  most  holy  of  Mothers ;  assigning  lo 
her  the  rank  that  was  due  to  her  merits  and  dignity, 
and  crowning  her  with  the  brightest  diadem  of  glory 
The  Prayer. — Queen  of  angels  and  men  \  acknow- 
ledged as  Bueh  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  under  the 
boundless  authority  of  thy  Son ;  graciously  accept  the 
hom^e  we  have  presented  to'  thee  in  this  R<isary. 
Look  upon  us  as  thy  children ;  lift  up  thy  pure  hands 
on  our  behalf,  that  we  may  ever  feel  the  effects  of  thy 
Datronage,  and  at  length  behold  thee  sealed  on  thy 
hrone  of  glory  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.   Amen. 

A  short  Method  of  reciting  the  Rosahv  of  the 

TS.  VmoTN. 

The  GLoaioua  Mysteries  for  Sundays,  Wednesdays 

and  Saturdays. 

Tlie  Resurrection — Virtue  of  faith. 

The  Ascension — Virtue  of  hope. 
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The  Descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost— Virtue  ufchxnlj. 

The  Aasumption  of  the  Blessed  Virgin— Virtue  ot 
snioii  wiih  Christ. 

The  Crowning  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  and  Saints— 
Virtue  of  confidenue  in  their  prayers. 


LiTiSv  of  the  LifB  and  Passion  0/ our  Lord. 
Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. — Christ,  have  mercy  on  an, 

&c. 
Lord,  have  mercy  on  ua. 
Sacred  Trinity  of  Persons  in  unity  of  Essenee, 

Have  mercy  on  as. 
Blessed  Jesus,  true  God  and  true  Man, 
Through  thy  inflamed  desire  to  redeem  mankind, 
Through  thy  unspeakahle  love,  in  making  choice  of 

the  Blessed  Viigin  Mary  for  thy  Mother, 
Through  thy  blessed  nativity  and  painful  cireum- 

Throug^i  thy  presentation  in  the  temple,  and  flight 

into  Egypt, 
Through  thy  hidden  life,  thy  fast  in  the  desert,  and  £5 

thy  labours  for  the  conversion  of  sinners,  a 

Through  thy  ineiFable  love,  manifested  in  the  insti-  g 

tution  of  the  sacrifice  and  sacrament  of  thy  pre-  a 

CLOUS  body  and  blood,  .^ 

Through  thy  prayer  i»  the  garden,  and  ihy  bloody  a 

Throoijh  thy  being  betrayed  by  Judas,  insulted  by  s 

the  Jews,  and  scorned  by  Herod  and  his  court, 
Through   thy    cruel    scourging,    crowning    -jcith 

thorns,  and  exhibition  to  the  people  as  a  mock 

king, 
Through  thy  carrying  the  cross,  and  thy  agonizing 

crucifision, 
rhtnugh  thy  vehement  thirst,  and  painful  igony 

OD  the  cross, 

32" 
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oflheci— .  ^ 

Through  th(!  eeparation  of  thy  soul  from  Ihy  body,  ^ 

and  the  wound  in  thy  sacred  side,  a 

Throiish  thv  elorious  resurrection  and  admira.ble.2 


'I'hrougli  all  iliy  sacred  actions  and  sufferings  dur-  ^ 
ing  thy  mortal  life,  * 

V.  Graciously  hear  our  prayers,  0  Lord  Jesua. 
R.  And  let  our  cry  come  unto  thee. 
Let  us  pray. 
O  God,  who,  for  the  redemption  of  the  world,  did*. 
Touehsafe  to  be  born,  to  be  circumcised,  to  be  tejecteu 
by  the  Jews,  and  betrayed  with  a  kiss  ;  to  be  bound 
like  a  malefactor,  and  like  an  innocent  lamb  t(  '     '    ' 


„o  slaughter ;  to  be  i^ominiously  led  before  Ancias, 
Caiphas,  Pilate,  and  Herod  ;  to  be  accused  by  false 
witnesses,  scourged  with  whips,  buffeted,  defiled  with 
spittle,  crowned  with  thorns,  stripped  of  thy  gat- 
oients,  nailed  lo  an  ignominious  cross,  and  placed  be- 
tween two  thieves;  to  have  vinegar  and  gall  given 
thee  to  drink,  and  to  have  thy  sacred  side  pierced 
with  a  spear,  mercifully  grant,  O  Lord,  through  these 
dreadful  pains,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  thy  passion 
and  death,  which  I,  though  unworthy,  commemorate, 
'Jiat  I  may  be  delivered  from  the  pains  of  hell,  and, 
with  the  good  thief,  be  conducted  by  thee  to  ilie  man 
■ions  of  eternal  light.     Amen. 

Soul  of  Jesus,  sanctify  me. 

Blood  of  Jesus,  wash  me. 

Passion  of  Jesus,  strengthen  ms. 

Wounds  of  Jesus,  heal  me. 

Heart  of  Jesus,  receive  me 

Spirit  of  Jesus,  enliven  me. 

Love  of  Je&uis,  indSme  me. 

Mercy  of  Jesus,  spare  me 

Cross  of  Jesus,  su^poM  me. 
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Thorns  of  Jesus,  crown  me 

Sighs  of  Jesus,  plead  for  m 

Agony  of  Jesus,  alone  for  i 

Lips  of  Jesus,  ble8s  me  in  life  ant!  de 

eternity.     Amen. 


Lit  ANY  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament. 
Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. 
Christ,  have  mtrsy  on  us. 
Ijord,  liave  mercy  on  us. 
Living  bread,  that  came  down  from  heayen, 
Hidden  God  and  Saviour, 
Wheat  of  the  elect,  and  vine-hearing  virgina, 
Perpetual  sacrifice,  and  clean  oblation, 
Lamb  without  spot,  and  immaculate  feast. 
Food  of  angels,  and  hidden  manna, 
Memorial  of  the  wonders  of  God, 
Word  made  flesh,  dwelling  in  us. 
Sacred  Host,  and  Chalice  of  Benediction,  ^ 

Mystery  of  faith,  most  excellent  and  venerable  sa-  ? 

Atonement  of  the  living  and  dead,  3 

Heavenly  antidote  against  the  poison  of  sin,  ^ 

Most  wonderful  of  all  miracles,  '* 

Most  holy  commemoration  of  the  Passion  of  Christ,  a 
Plenitude  of  all  gifts,  g 

Special  memorial  of  liivine  love. 
Overflowing  fountain  of  divine  goodness, 
Most  high  and  holy  mystery, 
Awfui  and  liifi-giving  sacrifice, 
Bread  made  flesh  by  the  omnipotence  of  the  in- 
carnate Word, 
Sacrament  of  piety,  sign  of  unity,  and  bond  of 

charity. 
Priest  and  Victim, 

Viaticum  of  such  as  die  in  the  Lofdi 
Pledge  of  lutuns  giory. 
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Prom    an    unworliy  reception  of  thy  body  !.nd^ 

From  every  occasion  of  sin,  | 

Through  the  desire  thou  hadst  to  eat  this  Pass-  g 

over  witJi  thy  Disciples,  ■? 

Throufjh  thy  precious  blood,  shed  for   us   on  the  O 

cross,  and  really  present  on  our  altars,  b" 

Through  the  five  wounds  thou  didst  receive  in  thy  |_ 

sacred  body. 
We  sinners,  We  beseech  thee,  hear  vs. 
That  thoa  wouldst  preserve  and  increase  our  faitli, 

reverence,  and  devotion  towards  this  admirable 


That  by  sincere  confession  we  «my  he  disposed  for  i,. 

frequent  and  worthy  communion,  « 

That  thou  wouldsi  vouchsafe  to  deliver  us  from  all  g 

tepidity,  coldness,  and  obdura,cy,  -*' 

That  tiiou  wouldst  vouchsafe  to  impart  to  us  the-g- 

(tfecious  and  lieaveiily  fruit  of  this  most  holy  sa- ' 

crament, 
That  at  the  hour  of  death  thou  wouldst  strengthen 

and  defend  us  by  this  heavenly  viaticum, 
Lamb  of  God,  that  takest  away  the  sins  of  thp  wcsld. 

Spare  tts,  O  Lord. 
Lamb  of  God,  that  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 

Hear  tts,  O  Lord. 
Lamb  of  God,  that  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 

Nave  mercy  on  us,  0  Lord. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  God,  who  in  this  wonderful  sacrament  hast  left 
Ds  a  men^orial  of  thy  death  and  passion,  grant,  we 
beseech  thee,  that  we  may  so  worthily  reveience  ths 
(acred  mysteries  of  thy  body  and  blood,  as  continuallil 
w  perceive  in  our  soii!s  the  fruit  of  thy  redoiiiiitiou. 
Who  lives!,  &a.     Amen. 


B>  Google 


LiTANv  for  a  Happy  KaiTH 
(.ORa  have  mercy  on  -as. 
Christ,  hive  mercy  on  us. 
Lord,  have  mercy  on  ua. 
God  the  Father,  who  for  our  aalie  didst  delivei  up  Ihj 

beloved  Son  to  death,  Haoe  mercy  on  vs. 
God,  the  Son,  who  didat  mereifullj  submit  to  tl,e  law 

of  death,  that  we  may  thereby  gain  eternal   iii'e. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 
Holy  Spirit,  5ie  great  comforter  of  dying  Christiana, 

Have  mercy  an  us. 
O  divine  Jesua!  when  I  shall  be  seized  with  my  last 

illness,  and  warned  to  prepare  for  the  approa.eh  of 

my  Jodge,  Then,  merciful  Jesus,  have   mercy  an 

VVhen  my  eyes,  darkened,  nith  the  mist  of  death, 
shall  fix  their  last  dying  looks  on  thy  erutihed 
image,  <^ 

When  my  pale  and  ghastly  countenance  shall  fill  ^ 
otheis  with  compassion  and  terror,  ■? 

When  my  ears,  about  to  close  for  ei  er  to  idl  human  3 
discourse,  shall  await  the  dreadful  sound  of  thy  % 
irrevocable  sr   ' 


1  my  feet,  unable  to  move,  shall  remind  me  ^ 

that  my  earthly  course  is  drawhig  to  an  end,        a" 

When  my  imagination,  disturbed  with  gloomy  and  g 

frightful  phantom3,shaU  fill  my  heart  with  deadly  Ij. 

When  my  soul,  terrified  at  the  view  of  my  sins,  and  '* 
agonized  with  fear  of  thy  rigorous  justice,  shall  | 
struggle  with  the  angel  of  darkness,  ^ 

When  ray  heart,  weakened  and  overwhelmed  witii  ~ 
the  pains  of  sickness,  shall  be  seized  with  1  he  last  ^ 
agonies  of  death,  and  violently  assailed  with  the  § 
last  efforts  of  Satan, 

When  my  friends,  assembled  round  me,  shall  com- 
passionate my  suflerings,  and  weep  for  my  ap- 
proaching diasolution. 
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When  all  mj  senses  shall  fall,  and  this  world  fbt- 

evet  vanish  fiom  my  view,  ij 

When  the  symptoms  of  death  shall  appear,  and  the  ^ 

last  tears  shall  trickle  down  my  cheeks,  i" 

When,  tortured  by  the  pangs  of  death,  and  oppress-  g 

ed  with  lengthened  agony,  ^ 

When  the  last  heavy  sighs  i}f  my  heart  shall  press-:;, 

my  soul  to  leave  my  body,  S, 

When  my  aoul,  fluttering  at  my  lips,  shall  be  on  the  ^ 

point  of  beholding  her  Almighty  Judge,  3 

When  my  soul  shall  at  length  depart  from  this  val-- 

ley  of  tears,  and  leave  my  body  pale,  cold,  and  |" 

hideous,  g 

When  I  shall  standi  all  alone  before  my  Judge,  and  3 

behold  at  one  glance  all  the  Bins  of  my  life,  and^ 

all  thy  claims,  0  my  God,  on  my  love,  'S 

When  thou  shalt  pronounce  that  awful  sentence,  § 

which  no  human  power  can  revoke,  and  no  hu-g 

V.  Through  thy  painful  agony  and  precious  death, 
R.  Deliver  OB,  O  Jesus ! 

liet  us  pray. 
O  Gon,  who  hast  condemned  our  bodies  to  death, 
but  hast  given  03  immortal  souls  to  enjoy  thee  eter 
naily,  and  hast  concealed  from  us  the  day  and  hour 
of  our  death,  that  wo  may  always  expect  and  prepare 
for  our  last  houi: ;  grant  that  a  holy  and  penitential 
life  may  ensure  for  us  the  happiness  of  a  tranquil 
death.  0  divine  Jesns '.  whose  precious  death  sliould 
lighten  our  sorrows,  I  fervently  conjure  thee,  by  the 
bitterness  thou  didst  endure  on  the  cross,  when  thy 
bloiised  soul  was  separated  from  thy  adorable  body, 
to  be  propitious  to  me  and  to  all  sinners  in  our  last 
awful  passage  from  time  to  eternity.     Amen. 

d  short  Prayer,  which  may   Ic  said  daily  for  tkt 

Grace  of  a  happy  Veuia. 

O  UC8T  dear  and  adorable  Je  jus  I  whc  wast  cm^ 
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Bed  fl)T  the  redemption  of  mankind,  I  beseech  thee, 
by  thy  dolorous  passion,  by  thy  dreadful  agony,  by 
Ihy  countless  wounds,  by  the  effusion  of  thy  pceeious 
blood,  by  the  recommendation  of  thy  sacred  soa3  into 
the  handa  of  thy  Eternal  Father,  and  by  thy  igiio- 
min  ioua  death  on  the  altar  of  the  cross,  that  thou  wilt 
graiiiously  vouchsafe  at  my  last  hour  to  receive  my 
spirit  into  the  bosom  of  thy  mercy.     Amen. 


THE  THIRTV  DAYS'  PRAYER 

To  the  B.  y.  Mary,  in  honour  of  the  Sacred  Passion 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  devout  Recital  of 
which,  for  the  above  Space  of  Time,  we  may  hope 
to  obtain  any  lawful  Request. 

Il  ]g  parilculariy  t^conim ended  as  a  svllable  DevoUoa  for  Led, 
exi  all  Piida/8  Ihrnughout  Ihe  YeM. 

EvEH  glorioMB  andblessed  Mary, Queen  ofVirgins 
Mother  of  Mercy,  hope  and  comfort  of  dejected  and 
desolate  souls,  through  tliat  sword  of  sorrow  which 
pierced  thy  heart  whilst  thine  only  Son  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord  ButTsred  death  and  ignominy  on  the  cross ; 
through  that  filial  tenderness  and  pure  love  he  had  for 
thee,  grievine  in  thy.grlef,  whilst  from  his  cross  he 
recommended  thee  to  the  care  and  protection  of  his 
beloved  disciple  St.  John,  take  pity,  I  beseech  thee, 
on  my  poverty  and  necessities ;  have  compassion  on 
my  anxieties  and  cares,  assist  and  comfort  me  in  all 
my  infirmities  and  miseries.  Thou  iirt  the  Mother 
«f  Mercy,  the  sweet  consolalrix  and  retbge  of  the 
deedy  and  the  orphan,  of  the  desolate  and  the  affiict- 
ted .  Look,  therefore,  with  pity  on  a  miserable  forlorn 
child  of  Eve,  and  hear  my  prayer  ;  for  since,  in  jusl 
punishment  of  my  sins,  I  am  encompassed  with  evils, 
and  oppressed  witli  anguish  of  spirit,  whither  can  I 
flee  for  more  secure  sh  ^Iter.  0  amiable  Mother  of  jut 
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IkiiiI  and  Saviour  Jesua  Christ,  than  to  thy  iralema 
proiection.  Attend,  tjierefore,  I  beseiicli  thee,  with 
pitj  and  compassinti,  to  my  humble  aiid  earnest  re- 
quest, I  ask  it,  through  the  infinite  mercy  of  thy 
dear  >Son ;  through  that  love  and  condescensiun 
wherewith  he  embraced  our  nature,  when,  in  compli- 
ance  with  the  divine  will,  thou  gaveet  thj  consent, 
and  whom,  after  the  expiration  of  nine  months,  thou 
didst  bring  forth  from  the  chaste  enclosure  of  thy 
womb,  to  visit  this  world,  and  blesa  it  with  his  pre- 
sence. I  ask  it,  through  that  anguish  of  mind  where- 
with thy  beloved  Son,  our  dear  Sariour,  was  over- 
whelmed on  Mount  Olivet,  when  he  besought  his 
Eternal  Father  to  remove  from  him,  if  possible,  the 
hitter  chalice  of  his  fature  passion.  I  ask  it,  llirough 
llie  three-fold  repetition  of  his  prayer  in  the  Garden, 
from  whence  afterwards,  witfi  dolorous  steps  and 
mournful  tears,  thou  didst  accompany  him  to  the  dole- 
ful tlieatre  of  hia  Bufferings  and  death.  I  ask  it, 
throagli  the  welts  and  sores  of  his  virginal  flesh,  oc- 
casioned by  the  cords  and  whips  wherewith  ha  was 
bound  and  scourged,  when  stripped  of  his  seamless 
garment,  for  which  his  executioners  afteiwardE  cast 
lots.  I  ask  it,  through  the  scoffi  and  ignominies  by 
which  he  was  insnlt^,  the  false  aocnsations  and  nn- 
just  sentence  by  which  ha  was  condemned  to  dea.th, 
and  which  he  bore  with  heavealy  patience.  I  ask  it, 
through  hia  bitter  tears  and  bloody  sweat ;  his  silence 
and  resignation;  hm  sadness  and  grief  of  heart.  ] 
ask  it,  through  tiie  blood  which  tricfled  from  his  royal 
and  sacred  head,  when  struck  with  his  sceptre  nf  a 
reed,  and  pierced  with  his  crown  of  thorns.  I  ask  it, 
through  the  excruciating  torments  he  suffered,  when 
his  hands  and  feet  were  fastened  with  huge  nails  to 
the  tree  of  tlie  cross.  I  ask  it,  through  his  vchemenl 
tliirst,  and  hitter  potion  of  vinegar  and  gall.  I  ask  it, 
through  his  dereliction  on  tlie  cross,  when  lie  ex 
claimed.  My  Gad  !  my  God  '.  why  hast  thoa  Jormken 
me?     1  ask  It,  through  his  mercy  extended  to  tbfl 
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good  thief,  and  through  his  recommeiidiii^  his  prcciona 
eoiil  and  spirit  into  tho  hands  of  his  Eternal  FitlieT 
before  he  expired,  saying,  all  is  coNStJMMATEn.  I 
tak  it,  throu^  the  blood  mixed  with  water,  which 
issued  trom  his  sacred  side  when  pierced  with  a  ianiie, 
and  whence  a  flood  of  grace  and  meicy  hath  flowed 
to  IIS.  I  ask  it,  through  his  immaoulate  life,  bitlei 
paSision,  and  ignominiona  death  on  the  cross,  a,t  which 
nature  itself  was  thrown  into  oonvulsions,  hy  the 
bursting  of  roolcs,  rending  of  the  veil  of  the  temple, 
the  eartiiquake,  and  dailSieas  of  the  siin  and  moon. 
I  ask  it,  througlt  his  descent  into  hell,  where  he  eora- 
forted  Uie  saints  of  the  old  law  with  his  presence,  and 
led  captivity  captive.  I  aak  it,  through  his  g-lorions 
victory  over  death,  when  he  arose  again  to  life  on  the 
third  day,  and  through  the  joy  which  his  appearance 
for  forty  days  after  gave  thee,  his  blessed  Mother,  his 
apostles,  and  the  rest  of  his  disciples,  when  in  thine 
and  their  presence  he  miraculously  ascended  into 
heaven.  I  ask  it,  through  the  grace  of  tlie  Holy 
Ghost,  infused  into  the  hearts  of  the  disciples,  when 
he  descended  apon  them  in  the  form  of  fiery  tongues, 
and  by  which  they  were  inspired  with  zeal  in  the  con- 
version of  the  world  when  they  went  to  preach  the 
gospel.  I  ask  it,  through  the  awful  appearance  of 
wiy  Son  at  the  last  dreadful  day,  when  he  shall  come 
to  judge  the  living  and  the  dead,  and  the  world  by 
fire.  I  ask  it,  through  the  compassion  he  hore  thee 
in  th<s  life,  and  the  ineffyile  joy  thou  didst  feel  at 
thine  assumption  into  heaven,  where  thou  art  eter* 
ndly  absorbed  in  the  sweet  contemplation  of  his  ado- 
rablt-  perfections.  O  glorious  and  ever  blessed  Vir- 
gin !  comfort  the  heart  of  thy  sapplioant,  by  obtaining 
for  me.*  And  as  I  am  persuaded  my  divine  Saviour 
honours  thee  as  his  beloved  Mother,  to  whom  he  can 
refuse  nothing,  let  me  speedily  experience  the  eifica- 
ey  of  thy  powerful  intercession,  according  to  the  ten- 
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demeaa  of  thy  maternal  affection,  and  his  filial  loTia| 
heart,  who  mercifully  grantest  the  recjuests  and  noto 

Elieat  with  the  desires  of  those  that  love  and  fear  him 
I  most  blessed  Virgin !  beside  the  object  of  my  pre- 
sent petition,  and  whatever  else  I  may  stand  in  need 
of,  obtain  for  me  of  thy  dear  Son,  our  Lord  and  our 
God,  a  lively  faith,  firm  hope,  perfect  charity,  true 
contrition,  a  horror  of  sin,  love  of  God  and  my  neigh- 
bour, contempt  of  the  world,  and  patience  and  resig- 
nation under  the  triais  and  afflictions  of  this  life.  Ob- 
tain likewise  for  me,  0  sacred  Mother  of  God !  the 
great  gift  of  final  perseverance,  and.the  grace  to  re- 
ceive the  last  sacraments  worthily  at  tlie  hour  of  death. 
Lastly,  obtain,  I  beseech  thee,  for  the  souls  of  my  pa 
rents,  brethren,  relations,  and  benefactors,  both  living 
and  dead,  life  everlasting.    Amen. 


A  Method  of  honouring  the  Mysteries  of  the  Life 
and  Passion  of  our  divine  Lord,  arranged  for  Ihf 
different  Hours  of  the  Bay,  commencing  at  Five  in 
the  Morning,  and  ending  at  Ten  at  Night. 

The  following  devout  practice  is  recommended  to 
ill  persons,  being  very  simple  and  easy,  yet  calcu- 
lated to  procure  for  us  the  greatest  spiritual  blessing 
particularly  to  facilitate  the  union  of  our  hearts  with 
the  aacred  heart  of  Jesus,  and  our  intentions  and 
actions  with  those  of  our  divine  Redeemer  On  this 
anion  depends  not  only  our  advat)cement  in  virtue, 
but  likewise  our  happiness  here  and  hereafter.  Thia 
is  proved  from  the  words  of  Jesns  Christ  himself,  who 
tells  us  expressly  that  without  him  we  can  do  noth- 
ing, and  that  if  any  one  goeth  to  the  Father,  it  must 
be  by  htm.  He  is  the  door  through  which  all  must 
enter.  He  is  thu  way — in  any  other  path  than  thai 
which  his  example  lias  traced  for  us,  we  must  necea- 
swify  go  astray.     He  in  the  truth — ao  ofher  maxims 


BO  Other  words  than  Ins,  are  spirit  and  life.  He  i» 
t/te  vine — to  bear  any  fruit  we  must  abide  in  him. 
The  most  heroic  actions,  divested  of  his  spirit,  are 
as  a  body  without  a  soul,  for  those  who  gather  not 
teitk  him,  scatter ;  on  the  contrary,  the  most  Criliing 
actions  performed  far  his  love,  and  united  with  his 
merits,  are  highly  meritorious,  and  most  acceptable 
in  the  sight  of  heaven. 

This  simple  devotion  will  particularly  assist  all 
those  who  are  desirous  to  walk  in  the  divine  pre- 
sence, and  to  conform  their  lives  more  perfectly 
to  Jesus  Christ,  whose  wisdom  will  then  instruct 
them — whose  light  will  direct  them — whose  infinite 
merits  will  enrich  them — whose  consoling  presence 
will  support  them — whose  love  will  inflame  them — 
and  whose  bitter  sufferings  will  atone  for  their  daily 
and  multiplied  transgressions. 

The  method  of  observing  this  little  exercise  is, 
first,  when  the  clock  strikes,  to  make  a  fervent  offer- 
ing of  the  ensuing  hour  to  the  commemoration  of  the 
mystery  appointed  for  it  by  the  following,  or  any 
oUier  aspiration — "Divine  Jesna,  I  offer  thee  my 
heart,  and  all  my  thoughts,  words,  and  actions,  dur- 
ing this  hour,  tfl  honour  thy  N.  N.,  and  desire  to  spend 
it  in  nnion  with  the  perfect  dispositions  of  thy  adora- 
ble heart  during  that  stKjre  of  thy  sacred  life  or  pas- 
sion." Secondly,  to  endeavour  to  practise  some 
little  act  of  virtue,  during  the  hour,  in  honour  of  the 
mystery  to  which  it  is  devoted,  such  as  charity,  pa- 
tience, forbearance,  &c. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  observe  that  this  practice 
does  not  require  any  effort,  or  strained  attention  of 
the  mind — the  more  simply  it  is  performed  the  better, 
and  it  will  be  found  by  cKperLence  that  it  is  perfectly 
eompatible  with  exterior  duties,  and  even  the  must 
iiatiacting  occupations. 
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The  Mysteries  of  the  Life  and  Passion  of  mir  Lord. 

Th(3  eternal  generation  of  the  Word  in  the 
bosom  of  his  Father,  and  his  incarnation  in  time  "^""^ 
in  the  womb  of  the  blessed  Virgin.  5 

His  nativity  and  circumcision.  3 

His  manifestation  to  the  Wise  Men,  and  hia 
presentation  in  the  Temple.  7 

His  flight  into,  and  return  frnra  Egypt.  8 

His  being  found  in  the  Temple,  and  his  hidden 
life.  9 

His  baptism  and  retreat  in  the  Desert.  10 

His  public  life,  preaching,  miracles,  and  la- 
bours for  the  conversion  of  sinners.  1 1 
His  last  supper,  and   the   institution  of  the 


His  prayer  and  agony  in  the  garden. 

His  sei'/.QTe  by  his  enemies,  and  his  being 
abandoned  by  his  disciples.  '■ 

His  appearance  before  Annas  and  Caiphas, 
and  the  blow  he  received  from  a  servant  of  the 
High  Priest.  i 

Sis  denial  by  St.  Peter,  and  his  sufferings  dur- 
ing the  night  of  his  passion. 

His  being  dragged  through  the  streets  of  Jetu- 
Bslem  lo  the  tribunals  of  Pilate,  and  his  mockery 
before  Herod. 

His  scourging  and  crowning  with  thorns.  ' 

His  earrjing  the  cross  and  craciiixioii. 

His  agimy  and  death. 

His  reaurreetion  and  ascension. 

His  rest  in  heaven  from  all  his  lahoura,  .uid  that 
which  he  enjoyed  ,a  the  hosom  of  his  Father 
from  aE  eternity — his  repose  in  time  in  the  womb 
of  his  blessed  mother,  in  the  crib  at  Bethlehem, 
and  during  his  mortal  life — that  which  he  stilj 
'  '      ■     'le  adorable  sacrament,  and  in  the  hearts 


of  all  his  faithful  servants  throughout  the  world. 
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DEVOTIONS  FOR  THE  SICK, 
A  Prayer  in  the  begmning  of  Sic/cnes3. 

O  KT  God,  I  accept  of  the  sickness  wiih  whicb 
(turn  art  pleased  to  visit  me,  as  a  Bpecial  favom  froin 
ihy  divine  Majesty.  I  accept  of  all  its  oircunistaricei 
ftnd  consequences,  in  satisfaction  for  iny  sins.  I'hou 
hast  given  me  health  and  strength,  O  Lord,  and  thou 
hast  taken  them  away ;  may  Uiy  holy  name  te  for 
ever  blessed.  I  most  humbly  adore  all  thy  divine 
appointments,  and  resign  myself  entirely  to  the  direc- 
tion of  thy  wise  providence,  acknowledging  that  thou 
(reatest  me  with  too  much  indulgence.  I  deserve 
fai'gteater  sufferings  than  those  I  now  endure,  and 
merit  p^ns  Iniinit^y  greater  than  the  naius  of  hell, 
where  I  would  long  since  have  been,  had  not  thy  pure 
mercy  interposed  between  my  soul  and  thy  justice. 
Alas  !  how  many  are  now  suffering  in  those  un- 
quenchable flames,  for  crimes  less  than  mine !  My 
pains  are  nothing  in  comparison  to  theirs.  I  have  no 
reason  to  complain. — O  may  thy  holy  will  be  done  on 
earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  I  offer  myself  with  an  en- 
tire submission ,  to  suffer  whatever  ihou  pleasest,aslong 
as  thou  pleasest,  and  in  what  manner  Ihou  pleasest 
Rebuke  me  not,  0  Lord,  in  thy  fuiy,  nor  chMtise  me 
in  thy  wrath;  but  have  regard  to  my  weakness.  Thou 
knowest  how  frail  I  am ;  that  I  am  nothing  but  dust 
and  ashes ;  deal  not  with  me  according  to  my  sins, 
neither  punish  me  according  to  my  iniquities;  but 
according  to  the  multitutle  of  thy  most  tender  mercies 
have  compassion  on  me.  0  !  let  thy  justice  be  tem- 
pered with  mercy ;  and  let  thy  heavenly  grace  come 
to  my  assistance,  to  support  me  under  this  illness. 
Confmn  my  soul  with  strength  from  above,  that  I  may 
near,  with  fortitude  and  Christian  patience,  all  the 
pains,  disquiets,  and  difficulties  of  my  sickness.  Pre- 
serve rae  from  temptation,  and  be  thou  my  defence 
tgaioBt    the    assaults  of  the  enemy ;    grant  alaoi 
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that  if  this  illness  is  to  be  my  last,  I  may  not  be  d& 
priYeii  of  tliose  helps,  whieh  thou  hast  in  thy  nierej 
prepared  to  stien^hen  my  soul  on  its  passage  to 
eternity ;  that  being  perfectly  cleansed  from  all  my 
Bins,  I  may  believe  in  thee,  trust  in  thee,  !ove  thee, 
and  through  the  merits  of  thy  passion  and  death,  ha 
admitted  il  to  the  company  of  the  blessed,  where  I 
may  praise  thee  for  ever.    Amen. 

Short  acts  for  the  Sick. 
0  Lord,  I  accept  this  sickness  from  thee  ;  and  en- 
tirely resign  myself  to  thy  blessed  will,  whether  for 
life  or  death. 

0  Lord,  I  oifer  to  thee  all  that  I  now  suffer,  or 
have  yet  to  suffer,  in  union  with  the  sufferings  of  my 
Redeemer. 

1  adore  thee,  my  God,  ^id  my  all,  as  my  first  be- 
ginning, and  last  end ;  I  submit  all  the  powers  of  my 
soal  to  thee ;  and  I  desire  to  pay  thee  the  most  per- 
fect homage.  I  will  praise  thee  always,  in  sicknesa 
as  in  health ;  I  will  join  with  thy  whole  church  in 
blessing  thee  for  ever. 

I  give  thee  thanks  for  all  the  bleBsingB  thou  hast 
bestowed  on  me,  through  Jesus  Christ  thy  Son  ;  but 
abore  all,  for  having  loved  me  from  eternity,  and  foi 
having  redeemed  me  with  his  precious  blood. 

I  believe,  0  Lord,  all  those  truths  wliieh  thou  hast 
revealed,  and  which  thy  holy  Catholic  Church  pro- 
poses to  my  beUef.  Thou  art  truth  itself,  who  nei- 
ther canst  deceive,  nor  be  deceived  ;  in  this  faith  I 
desire  to  live,  and  in  the  same,  by  thy  grace,  I  am 
firmly  resolved  to  die.  I  hope  most  firmly  in  thee, 
my  God;  expecting  the  pardon  of  all  my  sins,  through 
t!ie  merits  of  Jeans  Christ  my  Saviour.  In  thee,  O 
Lord,  have  I  put  my  trust ;  let  me  not  be  confounded 

I  love  thee,  my  God,  with  my  whole  heart,  and 
above  all  tilings;  at  least  I  desire  so  to  love  thee  ;  I 
Utacdoa  myself  entirely  to  the  disposal  of  thy  will. 
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I  forgive  from  my  heart,  all  those  who  have  at  any 
time  offended  or  injured  me ;  aJid  I  humbly  ask  par- 
don of  those  whom  I  have  at  any  time  offended. 

Have  mercy  onme, O  God!  aocordingtothy  great 
mercy ;  and  aeeording  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender 
mercies,  blot  out  my  iniquities. 

Who  will  give  water  to  my  head,  that  night  and 
day  I  may  bewail  my  transgressions ! 

0  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner ;  Jesus,  Son  of 
flie  living  God,  have  mercy  on  me. 

1  commend  my  soul  to  God  my  Creator,  who  made 
me  out  of  nothing ;  to  Jesus  Christ,  my  Saviour,  who 
redeemed  me  with  his  precious  Blood ;  to  the  Holy 


Ghost  the  Comforter,  who  sanctified  me  in  Baptise 
Into  thy  hands,  O  Lord,  I  eoimnend  my  spirit. 

Oholy  Mary,  Mother  of  God,  pray  for  mea  sinner, 
now  and  at  the  hour  of  my  death.  0  all  ye  Saints 
and  Angels  of  God,  make  intercession  for  me.  Amea. 

A  Prayer  he/ore  receiving  the  Viaticum. 
0  nEAR  Jesus,  I  adore  thee  with  all  my  heart !  J 
give  thee  thanlis  for  that  infinite  love  which  thou  didst 
show  to  poor  sinners,  in  dying  for  them  on  the  cross, 
and  for  tiy  unspeakable  goodness,  displ^ed  in  the 
institution  of  thy  adorable  Sacrament.  To  this  hea- 
venly banquet  thou  art  now  pleased  to  invite  me  ;  but 
how  can  I  approach!  I  who  have  so  ungratefully 
offended  thee,  and  who  have  lived  so  unworthy  of 
the  name  of  a  Christian.  I  acknowler"  re,  OGod,lliat 
I  am  a  sinner,  a  poor  miserable  sin  .er ;  thou  alone 
airt  my  hope,  to  thee  I  raise  my  eyes,  who  art  rich  in 
mercy ;  who  art  my  advocate  and  most  powerful  me- 
diator. I  commit  my  cause  into  thy  hands  ;  help  lait 
now  in  my  distress ;  let  thy  precious  blood,  the  i>. 
finite  treasure  of  thy  merits,  supply  all  my  def.cV 
cies.whilel  partake  of  this  saeredfood.  Thouknow- 
est  my  weakness,  and  the  depthof  myurworthineas; 
hoa  seest  how  unSt  I  am,  through  the  multitude  ami 
•norniity  of  my  sins,  to  appear  before  thy  judgment 
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seat  i  I  treinhle  at  that  dreadful  hour,  wlien  I  shall 
clearly  see  the  extent  of  my  ingratitude.  What  shaj] 
I  do  then,  O  divine  Lordi  what  aiiiil  become  of  me, 
,"lf  my  iniquities  are  to  decide  my  eternal  destiny  ?  O 
good  Jesus,  let  thy  infinite  merits  accompany  me  to 
that  place  of  terror ;  let  all  thy  mercies  plead  on  my 
behdf ;  I  have  nothiiw  to  trust  lo  in  myself,  yet  upon 
Ihy  infinite  goodness  I  have  every  reason  lo  rely ;  my 
sins  cry  aloud  for  Justice,  but  thy  precious  blood  cries 
still  louder  for  mercy.  On  this  mercy  I  depend ;  and 
in  this  hope  I  desire  to  die ;  come,  dear  Jesus,  now 
into  my  sool,  and  possess  it  for  ever. 


Glohv  and  thanksgiving  be  to  thee,  0  Lord,  who 
in  thy  sweetness  hast  b«en  pleased  to  visit  my  poor 
soul.  Now  let  thy  servant  depart  in  peace  according 
to  thy  word. 

Now  thou  art  come  lo  me,  I  will  not  let  thee  go ;  1 
willingly  bid  farewell  to  the  woild,  and  with  joy  1  go 
lo  thee,  my  God. 

Nothing  more,  O  dear  Jesus,  nothing  more  shall 
separate  me  from  thee ;  in  thee  I  will  live  in  thee  I 
will  die,  and  in  thee  I  hope  to  abide  for  ever. 

I  desire  to  be  dissolved,  and  to  be  with  Christ,  for 
Christ  is  my  life,  and  to  die  will  be  my  gain. 

Now  I  will  fear  no  evils,  though  I  walk  in  the 
shadow  of  dea'h,  because  thou  art  with  me,  O  Lord: 
Its  the  hart  pan  %  after  the  fountains  of  water,  so  does 
my  soul  after  thee ;  my  soul  thirsts  after  the  fountain 
of  living  water :  0  when  shall  I  come,  and  appear  be- 
fore thefaceof  my  God! 

Give  me  thy  blessing,  0  divine  Jesus,  and  estab- 
lish my  soul  in  everlasting  peace ;  such  peace,  as  only 
thou  canst  give ;  such  peace,  as  it  may  not  be  in  the 
jHJwer  of  my  enemy  to  destroy. 

O  that  my  soul  were  at  rest  in  ihy  happiness,  and 
tnthe  enjoyment  of  thee,  my  God,  forever. 
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Whal  more  have  I  W  do  with  the  world  ^  And  in 
Heaven,  what  have  I  to  desire,  but  thee,  my  God' 

Into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit ;  receive  ms, 
Bweet  Jesus  !  In  thee  may  I  rest;  and  in  thy  hippi- 
ness  reioice  without  end.     Amen 

A  Prayer  before  Ejctreme-Vnctton 
O  Lord  Jeaus  Christ,  who  in  thy  great  mercy  hasi 
Institated  the  Sacrament  of  Extreme-unction  for  the 
benefit  of  the  sick,  grant,  t  beseech  thea,  that  it  may 
heal  my  soul,  fortify  me  against  temptalioiL,  support 
me  in  the  hour  of  anguish,  and  prepare  me  for  a,  happy 
passage  to  eternity,  or  for  whatever  may  be  thy  di- 
vine appointment.  If  thou  foreseest  that  my  health 
will  be  conducive  to  thy  greater  glory,  and  expedient 
tbr  my  eternal  salvation,  let  this  he  the  means  to  re- 
store it.  Dispose  of  me  as  thoit  knowest  best ;  all 
I  desire  is  the  accomplishment  of  thy  will ;  give  me 
health  or  sickness,  life  or  death ;  give  me  whatever 
thou  pleasest ;  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done ;  it  is  ct 
greater  happiness  to  fulfil  thy  adorable  will,  than  to 
enjoy  ten  thousand  lives.  How  happy  should  I  be,  if 
the  destruetion  of  my  body  could  repair  the  injuries 
I  have  offered  to  thy  divine  Majesty !  My  eyes,  alas ! 
have  seen  vanities ;  ray  ears  have  been  open  to  sinful 
and  unprofitable  discourse  ;  my  tongue  has  many  waya 
offended  in  speaking  and  tasting;  myh^ids  havecon- 
(ribnted  to  innumerable  follies;  my  feet  have  gone 
astray  in  the  paths  of  iniquity.  By  tbis  holy  unction, 
and  by  the  prayers  of  thy  Church,  pardon  me,  0  Jeaus, 
all  the  sins  I  have  committed  by  the  gratification  of 
Diy  senses.  Let  those  avenues  through  which  sin  has 
made  its  way  into  my  soul,  be  now  closed  to  the  world ; 
let  my  eyes  be  open  to  thee  alone ;  my  ears  attentive 
to  thy  sacred  word ;  my  tongue  solely  employed  it 
Boliciting  for  mercy.  Let  my  prayers  ascend  like  in- 
eense  in  ll'y  si^t ;  let  my  hands  be  lifted  up  to  Hea- 
•en  for  pardon ;  let  my  feet  walk  in  thy  ways,  and  lei 
my  heart  be  the  living  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
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In  thee  I  will  live ;  in  thee  I  will  die ; 
abide ;  and  in  t^ee  T  hope  U>  p' 
ever  and  ever.     Amen, 

A  Prayer  after  Extreme-  C  nntion. 
O  Mv  God,  Ihoii  hast  nourished  me  with  the  adora- 
ble Saeiament  of  thy  body  and  blood,  and  hast  now 
enabled  ine  to  receive  the  rites  of  thy  Church,  pre- 
ferably to  so  many  others,  who  were  carried  off  by 
a  sudden  and  unprovided  death.  For  these,  and  all 
other  blessings,  I  offer  thee  the  pure  and  perfect 
thanksgiving  thou  receives!  from  thy  blessed  Mother 
and  all  the  saints.  I  do  not  desire  to  be  lieed  from 
my  pains ;  thou  linowest  what  is  best  for  me ;  give 
me  patience  to  snffer  whatever  thou  pleasest,  and  as 
long  as  thou  pleasest.  If  it  be  thy  divine  pleasure 
to  inflict  on  my  weak  body  still  greater  punishments 
than  those  I  now  suflfer,  my  heart  is  ready,  0  Lord, 
my  heart  is  ready  to  accept  them,  and  to  suffer  in 
whatever  manner  and  measure  shall  be  conformable 
to  thy  holy  will.  This  one  grace  I  most  ardently 
beg  of  thee,  my  God,  that  I  may  die  the  death  of  thy 
Elect,  and  be  admitted,  afler  the  sufferings  and  tribu- 
lations of  this  transitory  life,  into  the  kingdom  of  thy 
glory,  there  to  see  and  enjoy  thee,  in  the  company  oi 
file  blessed,  for  all  eternity.     Amen. 

Preparation  for  Death. 
LoKD,  have  mercy  oi 
Christ,  have  mi 
Holy  Mother  ol 

All  ye  holy  Angels  and  Archangels, 
All  ye  blessed  company  of  the  just, 
Al!  ye  holy  Patriarchs  and  Prophets, 
All  ye  holy  Ap  s  les  ind  Evangelists. 
All  ye  1  nly  D   c  [les  of  our  Lord, 
All  ye  holy  Mar  >ra 
All  ye  holy  B   h  ps  and  CoiL<r»«irB, 
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Have  mercy,  0  Lord  '  and  spare  her. 
Have  mercy,  0  Lord  !  and  hear  her. 
From  all  her  offences,  and  the  punishment  duo 

Ptoin   all  the   anares   and   temptations  of  the 

From  all  impatience  and  repining  at  thy  just  l_ 

chastisements,  £ 

From  dejection  of  spirit,  and  diffidence  in  tliy  5 

mercies,  t 

From  all  undue  fear  of  death,  and  immodetatf  |" 

desires  of  life,  ' 

From  distraction  of  mind,  and  neglect  of  pre-  J 

l>atation  for  eternity,  £* 

By  thy  Crosa  and  Passion,  3. 

By  ttiy  Death  and  Burial, 
8y  thy  glorious  Resurrection  and  Ascension, 
3y  the  grace  of  Ihe  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter, 
In  the  hour  of  death,  and  in  the  day  of  judg- 

We  sinners,  heseeoh  thee  hear  us. 

That  it  would  please  thee  to  comfort  her  in  her  an- 
e<'<sh,  and  enable  her  to  look  to  a  happy  futurity 
We  heseeoh  thee,  hear  us. 

That  it  would  please  thee  to  remind  her  of  all  thy 
mercies,  and  encourage  her  to  confide  in  thy  good- 
ness. We  beseech  thee,  &c. 

That  thou  wouldst  vouchsafe  to  grant  her  tie  graca 
to  forgive  those  by  whom  she  may  have  been  of- 
fended, and  to  satisfy  those  whom  she  may  have  in- 
(uied  in  word  or  deed.    We  beseech  thee,  &c. 

That  being  thus  reconciled  to  thee,  and  all  crea- 
tures, she  may  with  assured  hope,  and  steadfast  faith, 
receive  the  sacrament  of  thy  blessed  body,  and  by 
this  heaveidy  food  be  strengthened  against  the  puigi 
sf  death.    We  beseech  thee,  &o. 
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That  patient  submission  iindet  the  pdns  of  siok 
BOSS,  may  expiate  the  punishment  due  to  her  sins, 
diminish  her  love  of  this  world,  and  increase  her  de. 
sire  of  the  happiness  which  awaits  the  just.  We  be- 
eeeuh  thee,  &c. 

That  she  may  readily  acquiesce  in  the  orders  of 
thy  providence,  both  in  life  and  death.  We  beaeeob 
thee,  &c. 

Son  of  God,  we  beseech  thee  hear  ua. 

Lamb  of  God,  &c.  &c. 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us,  &c. 

Our  Father,  &c. 

0  Lord,  hear  my  prayer. 

And  let  my  cry  come  unto  thee. 

Let  us  prai/. 

Almighty  and  eternal  God,  in  whose  hands  are 
life  and  death,  whose  infinite  wisdom  disposes  al! 
things  advantageously  for  those  who  love  tJiee,  be- 
hold thy  servant  whom  thou  hast  laid  on  the  bed  of 
sicknesa ;  comfort,  we  beseech  thee,  her  afflicted 
spirit;  increase  her  faith,  strengthen  her  hope,  and 
perfect  her  charity.  Enable  her  to  sanctify  all  her 
sufferings,  by  patient  resignation,  and  if  thy  mercy 
shall  restore  her  to  health,  may  she  carefully 
correct  all  that  is  displeasing  in  thy  sight.  If  it 
piease  thee  to  call  her  out  of  this  world,  grant  that 
she  may  pass  safely  through  the  shades  of  death 
transported  by  thy  holy  aogela  uito  the  mansions 
of  bliss,  where  no  fear  shdl  trouble  her,  no  pain 
aJilicl  her,  no  grief  diaqniel  her  mind;  but  pure  de- 
light, unspeakable  joys,  and  perfect  security  shall 
be  for  ever  confirmed  to  her,  through  Christ  out  Lord. 
Amen. 

Prayers  far  the  Agonizing. 

Dai  ART,  Christian  soul,  out  of  this  world,  in  the 
nanu.  of  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  who  created 
lliee ;  in  the  namt  of  Jesus  Christ,  Sun  of  the  living 
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God,  who  saffeieil  for  thee ;  in  the  name  of  ihe  Holj 
Ghost,  who  sanclifieJ  thee;  in  the  name  of  the  An< 
gels,  Archangels,  Thrones,  wid  Dominations,  Cheru- 
bim and  Seraphim ;  in  the  name  of  the  Patriarchs 
and  Prophets,  of  the  holy  Apostles  and  Evangelists, 
of  the  holy  Martyrs  and  Confessors,  of  the  hnlv 
M>nks  and  Hermits,  of  the  holy  Virgins,  and  of  aJ' 
i^s  Saints  of  God ;  let  thy  place  be  this  day  in  peace, 
and  thy  abode  in  holy  Sion,  through  Christ  our  Lord. 

God  of  rnercy,  God  of  goodness !  who,  accordina 
to  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies,  forgivest  the  sins  of 
such  as  repent,  and  graciously  remittest  the  gailt  of 
their  past  offences,  mercifully  regard  this  thy  servant 
N.  and  «ant  her  a  fall  discharge  from  all  her  sins, 
Renew,  O  merciful  Father,  whatever  is  corrupt  in  her 
through  human  frailty,  or  by  the  snares  of  the  enemy ; 
make  her  a  true  member  of  the  Church,  and  let  iier 
partake  of  the  fruit  of  thy  redemption.  Have  com- 
passion. Lord,  on  her  sighs,  take  pity  on  her  tears, 
and  admit  her  to  the  Sacramimt  of  thy  reconciliation, 
who  has  no  hope  bnt  in  thee.  Through  Christ  oui: 
Lord-    Amen. 

I  recommend  thee,  dear  Sister,  to  Almighty  God. 
and  leave  thee  to  his  mercy,  whose  creature  thou  art, 
that  haying  pdd  the  common  debt  by  surrendering  thy 
soul,  thou  mayest  return  to  thy  Maker,  who  formed 
thee  out  of  the  earth.  Let,  therefore,  the  holy  An- 
gola meet  thy  soul  at  its  departure ;  let  the  court  of 
the  Apostles  receive  thee ;  let  the  triuraphan  laimy 
of  glorious  Martyrs  conduct  thee ;  let  the  crowds  of 
ioyfnl  confessors  encompass  thee ;  let  the  choir  of 
blessed  Virgins  go  before  thee ;  and  let  a  happy  rest 
be  thy  portion  in  the  company  of  the  Patriarchs ;  let 
Jesus  Christ  appear  to  thee  with  a  mild  and  cheerful 
countenance,  and  give  thee  a  place  among  those  who 
are  to  be  in  his  presence  for  ever.  Mayest  thou  be 
&  stranger  to  all  that  is  punished  with  darkness,  ehas- 
tued  with  flames,  and  condemned  to  torments.  Mav 
34 
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all  the  miniBters  of  Hel2  be  tilled  with  confusion  and 
shame,  and  let  nu  evil  spirit  dare  to  stop  thee  in  ihy 
way.  Christ  Jesus  be  diy  deliverer,  who  was  cruci- 
fied for  thee ;  Christ  Jesus  deliver  thee  from  death, 
who  vouchsafed  to  die  for  thee ;  Christ  Jesus,  Son 
of  the  living  God,  place  thee  in  his  garden  of  Para- 
dise ;  and  may  he,  the  true  Shepherd,  own  thee  for 
one  of  his  flock;  may  he  absolve  thee  from  all  thy 
sins,  and  place  thee  on  his  right  hand,  in  the  inheri- 
tance of  his  elect.  We  pray  it  may  be  thy  happy  lot, 
to  behold  thy  Redeemer  face  to  face  ;  to  be  for  ever 
in  his  presence,  and  in  the  vision  of  that  truth  which 
is  the  joy  of  the  blessed.    Amen. 

Let  jis  pray. 

Wb  recommend  to  thee,  0  Lord,  the  soul  of  this 
ehy  servant,  and  beseech  thee,  Jesus  Christ,  Redeem- 
er ofthe  world,  that  as  in  mercy  to  her  thoabecamest 
man,  so  now  tfiou  wouldst  vouchsafe  to  admit  her 
into  the  number  of  the  blessed.  Remember,  Lord, 
she  is  thy  creature,  not  made  by  strange  gods,  but  by 
thee,  the  only  true  and  living  God ;  for  there  is  no 
other  God  but  thee,  none  that  can  work  thy  wonders. 
Let  her  soul  find  comfort  in  thy  sight,  wid  remember 
nol  her  former  sins,  nor  any  of  those  exuesses  which 
she  has  fallen  into,  through  the  violence  of  passion 
and  corruption.  For  although  she  has  sinned,  yet, 
she  has  still  retained  true  faith  in  thee.  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost ;  she  has  had  zeal  for  thy  honoar. 
and  feithfolly  adored  thee,  her  God,  and  the  Creator 
ol  all  things. 

Remember  not,  0  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  the  sin* 
and  ignorance   of  her  youth ;  but  according  to  thy 

Cat  mercy,  be  mindfii  of  her  in  thy  eternal  glory 
,  the  Heavens  be  opened  to  her,  and  tlie  angels  re- 
joice with  her.  Receive,  O  Lord,  thy  servant  into 
thy  kingdom.  Let  the  Archangel  St.  Michael,  the 
chief  of  the  heavenly  host,  conduct  her.  Iiet  theholj 
Angals  of  God  meet  her,  and  bring  her  into  the  cito 
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of  tlie  heavenly  Jerusalem,  May  blessed  Peter  th« 
Apostle,  to  whom  were  given  the  keys  of  the  kingdom 
•f  Heaven,  receive  her  May  holy  Paul  the  Apostle, 
who  was  a  vessel  of  election,  help  her.  May  St 
John,  the  beloved  -Diseiple,  to  whom  God  revealed 
the  secrets  of  Heaven,  intercede  for  her.  May  all 
the  holy  Apostles,  to  whom  was  given  the  power  of 
binding  and  loosing,  pray  for  her.  Ma;  all  the  bless- 
ed and  chosen  servants  of  God,  who,  in  this  world, 
have  suffered  torments  for  the  name  of  Christ,  pray 
for  her,  that  being  delivered  from  this  body  of  eor- 
taption,  she  may  be  admitted  into  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven ;  through  the  assistance  and  merits  of  out 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  liveth  and  rei^neth  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

ImmecllBlely  rAct  the  sick  peHon  has  expired,  the  folloivlng 

Come  to  her  assistance,  all  ye  Saints  of  God ;  meet 
her,  all  ye  Angels  of  God ;  receive  her  soul,  and  pre- 
sent it  now  before  its  Lord.  May  Jesus  Christ  re- 
ceive her,  and  the  Angels  conduct  het  to  Ver  place 
of  rest;  may  they  receive  her  soul,  and  present  H 
now  before  its  Lojd. 

Grant  her,  O  Lord,  eternal  rest. 

And  let  perpetual  light  shine  on  bet. 

Lord  have  mercy  on  ns. 

Christ  have  mercy  on  us. 

Lord  have  mercy  on  us. 

Our  Father,  &c. 

And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  &o. 

Grant  her,  O  Lord,  eternal  rest,  &o. 

From  the  gates  of  Hell, 

Deliver  her  soul,  O  Lord. 

May  she  rest  in  [eace. 
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Let  us  pray. 
To  thee,  Lord,  ws  recommend  the  soul  of  thy  ser 
Tanl  N.,  that  being  dead  to  this  world,  she  may  live 
to  thee ;  and  whatever  sins  she  has  committed  througi 
human  ftailty,  we  beseech  thee,  in  thy  goodness, 
mercifully  to  pardon,  through  Christ  our  Lord.  Ameii. 


THE  SEVEN  PENITENTIAL  PSALMS. 


.Onlli.  RemembsT  nol,  O  Lord,  our  olTences,  nor  Ihosc  oruur  pu- 

PsALM  Yl.  Domine,  ne  in  furore. 
1.  Bnvia,  lo  desp  alHiction,  praya  for  a  mitigaiion  of  Ihe  lU.inB 
anger,  4.  in  r:unsldetailiin  nf  Go<\'t  mercy  ;  5.  his  ^lor^  ;  e.  bia 
onn  repentance ;  B.  by  ^ch  uliuntiha  aver  Ue  eDemles. 

0  LoftD,  rebuke  me  not  in  thy  indignation,  nor 
chastise  ms  in  thy  wrath. 

Have  mercy  oq  me,  0  Lord,  for  I  am  weak  :  heal 
me,  O  Lord,  for  my  bones  are  troubled. 

And  my  soul  is  troubled  exceedingly  :  but  thou,  O 
Lord,  how  long  \ 

Turn  to  me,  0  Lord,  and  deliver  my  soul ;  O  save 
me  for  thy  mercy's  sake. 

For  there  is  no.  one  in  death  that  is  mindful  of  thee. 
Mid  who  shall  confess  to  thee  in  hell ' 

1  have  laboured  in  my  groanings ;  every  night  I 
will  wash  my  bed,  I  will  water  ray  couch  with  my 

My  eye  is  troubled  through  indignation ;  I  have 
E^own  old  among  all  my  enemies. 

Depart  from  me,  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity  :  for  the 
Lord  hath  heard  ihe  voice  of  my  weeping. 

The  LoriJ  hath  heard  my  supplijation;  the  Lord 
lalh  received  my  prayer. 
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Iiet  my  enemies  be  ashamed,  and  be  very  much 
trcmbleii ;  let  ihem  be  turned  back,  and  be  ashamed 
very  speedily.    Glory  be,  &c. 

Psalm  xxx^.  Beati  quorum. 


■e  they  whose  iniquities  are  forgiven,  and 
whose  sins  are  oorered. 

Blessed  is  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord  hath  not  im- 
puted sin,  and  in  whose  spirit  there  is  no  guile. 

Because  I  was  silent,  my  bones  grew  old  ;  whilst 
I  cried  out  all  the  day  long. 

For  day  and  night  thy  hand  was  heavy  upon  me  ; 
T  am  turned  in  my  anguish,  whilst  the  thorn  is  fast- 

I  have  acknowledged  my  sin  to  thee  ;  and  my  in- 
justice I  have  not  concealed. 

I  said  I  will  confess  against  myself  my  injustice  to 
the  Lord,  and  thou  hast  forgiven  the  wickedness  of 
ny  sin. 

For  this  shall  every  one  that  is  holy  ptay  to  thee. 
In  a  seasonable  time. 

And  yet  in  a  flood  of  many  waters,  they  shall  not 
come  nigh  unto  him. 

Thou  art  my  refuge  from  the  trouble  which  hath 
encompassed  me  ;  my  joy,  deliver  me  from  them  thai 
surround  me. 

I  will  give  thee  undi^rstatiding,  and  I  will  instruct 
thee  in  this  way  in  which  thou  shalt  go ;  I  will  fix 
my  eyes  upon  thee. 

Do  not  become  like  the  horse  'uid  the  mule,  who 
•lavo  no  understanding. 

With  bit  and  bridle  oind  fast  their  jaws,  who  come 

Many  are  the  scourges  of  the  sinner,  but  meioy 
tWI  encompass  him  that  hopelh  in  the  Lord. 

Be  glad  in  the  Loi-d,  and  rejoice  ye  just ;  and  glor^ 
tL  ye  right  of  heart.    Glory  be,  &o. 
34* 
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Pbalm  xxsviii,  Domine,  ne  in  furore. 

]  Daild'a  eiCTBtne  ansulsh  ;  15.  he  hopeih  in  Goa :  la.  Kis  ks\„ 
naiion,  gnef;  32,  fatyam  prayer. 

RfcBtrKB  me  not,  0  Lord,  in  thy  indignaticii,  itui 
chHStisn  me  in  thy  wrath. 

For  thy  airows  are  fastened  ia  me ;  and  thy  hand 
hath  been  strong  upon  me. 

There  is  no  health  in  nw  flesh,  hecause  of  thy 
wrath ;  there  is  no  peace  lor  my  bones,  because  of 

For  my  iniquities  are  gone  over  my  head  ;  and  as 
n  heavy  burden  are  become  heavy  ujion  mc. 

My  sores  are  putrefied  and  corrupted,  becaiee  of 
my  foolishness. 

I  am  become  miserable,  and  am  bowed  down  even 
to  ihe  end ;  I  walked  sorrowful  all  the  day  long. 

For  my  loins  are  filled  with  illusions ;  and  there  ia 
no  health  in  my  flesh. 

T  am  afflicted  and  humbled  exeeedingiy ;  I  roared 
with  the  groaning  of  my  heart. 

Lord,  3l  my  desire  is  before  thee  :  and  my  groaii- 
ing  ia  not  hid  from  thee. 

My  heait  is  troubled,  my  strength  hath  left  me,  and 
the  light  of  my  eyes  itself  is  not  with  me. 

My  friends  and  my  neighbours  have  drawn  near, 
and  stood  against  me. 

And  they  that  were  near  me  stood  afaroif;  andthej 
that  sought  my  soul  used  violence. 

And  ^ey  tliat  sought  evils  to  me  spoke  vam  things, 
and  studied  deueits  \\\  the  day  long. 

But  I,  as  a  deaf  man,  heard  not ;  and  was  as  a  dumb 
man  not  opening  his  mouth. 

And  I  became  as  a  man  that  heareth  not ;  and  that 
hatli  no  reproofs  in  his  mouth. 

For  in  thee,  0  Lord,  have  I  hope;  thou  wilt  heat 
me,  O  Ijord  my  God. 

Fo*  Isaid,  Lest  at  any  lime  mv  enemies  rejoice  3vei 
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me :  and  whilst  my  fuel  are  moved,  they  Bpeali  ^eat 
things  against  me. 

Fcr  I  am  ready  foi  scourges ;  and  my  sorrow  is  cod- 
tinually  before  me. 

For  I  will  declare  my  iniquity ;  and  1  will  think  for 

But  my  enemies  live,  and  axe  stronger  than  ! ;  and 
they  that  hate  me  wrongfully  are  multiplied. 

They  that  render  evil  for  good,  have  detracted  me, 
because  I  followed  goodness. 

Forsake  me  not,  O  Lord  my  God ;  do  not  thou  de- 
part from  me. 

Attend  unto  my  help,  0  Lord  the  God  of  my  sal- 
vation.   Glory  be,  &c. 

Psalm  i..    Miserere. 

I.  Davlil  prayeth  (Br  temtsBlon  of  his  sine ;  8.  for  pcrfeol  aanciKr 
i-!.  God  delighieih  not  ip  aacriace,  bui  a  cmuhs  heati :  1».  k 
piayelh  tot  the  building  of  a  Kmple  in  Jeiuaalem,  GgucativeL) 
QiB  Biakadoii  of  Ihe  ChUECb. 

Hate  mercy  on  me,  0  God,  according  to  thy  great 
mercy. 

And  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mer- 
cies, blot  out  my  iniquity. 

Wash  me  yet  more  from  my  iniquity,  and  cleanse 
me  from  my  sin. 

For  I  know  my  iniquity,  and  my  sin  is  always  be- 

To  thee  only  have  I  sinned,  and  have  done  evil  be- 
bre  thee ;  that  thou  mayeat  be  juslifled  in  thy  words, 
md  mayest  overenme  when  thou  art  judged. 

For  behold  I  was  oouceired  in  iniquities ;  and  in  sins 
lid  my  mother  coneeive  me. 

For  behold  thou  hast  loved  truth ;  the  uncertain  and 
Bidden  things  of  thy  wisdom  thou  hast  made  manifest 
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To  my  hearing  thou  shall  give  joy  and  g.aflness 
and  tlie  bones  that  ha^e  been  humbled  shall  rejoice. 

Turn  away  Ihy  face  from  my  sins,  and  blot  out  a9 
my  iniquities. 

Create  a  clean  heart  in  me,  O  God ;  and  TSaew  a 
tight  spirit  within  my  bowels. 

Cast  me  not  away  from  thy  face ;  and  take  not  thy 
Holy  Spirit  from  me. 

Restoie  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation,  and 
Btrengthen  me  with  a  perieot  spirit. 

I  will  teach  the  unjust  thy  ways ;  and  the  wickeil 
shall  be  concerted  to  thee. 

Deliver  me  from  blood,  0  God,  thou  God  of  my 
salvation ;  and  my  tongue  shall  extol  tby  justice. 

O  Lord,  thou  wilt  open  m;  lips ;  and  my  mouth 
shall  declare  thy  praise. 

For  if  thou  hadst  desired  sacrifice,  I  would  indeed 
have  gi^en  it;  with  hurnt-offecings  thou  wilt  not  bo 
delighted. 

A  sacrifice  to  God  is  an  afl^icted  spirit ;  a  contrite 
and  humbled  heart,  0  God,  thou  wilt  not  despise. 

Deal  favourably,  0  Lord,  in  tby  good-will  with 
Sion ;  that  the  walls  of  Jetasalem  may  he  built  up. 

Then  shalt  thou  accept  the  saerifice  of  justice,  oWa- 
lions,  and  whole  burnt-offerings  ;  then  shall  they  lay 
calves  upon  thy  altai.     Glory  be,  &c. 

Psalm  ci.     Doming,  exaudi. 
I   The  CKireme  afflicLion  of  Ihe  Fsaliniel;  12.  Ih«  eternllT  and 
mercjofGoil;  13.  lobe  recorded,  and  praised  by  fmute  gene- 
railuns :  26.  Ihe  unchangeableness  of  God. 

Hear,  O  Lord,  my  prayer,  and  let  my  cry  come  to 

Turn  not  away  thy  face  from  me ;  in  the  day  when 
I  am  in  trouble,  incline  thine  ear  to  me. 

In  what  day  soever  1  shall  call  upon  thee,  hear  mii 
tfpeedily. 

For  my  days  are  vanished  lilte  smoke ;  and  mj 
bones  a     grown  dry  like  fuel  for  the  lire. 
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1  am  Bmitten  aa  gtass,  ajid  my  heart  ia  withered ; 
because  I  fai^t  ta  eat  m;  bread. 

Thiough  the  voice  of  my  groaning  my  bone  hath 
cleared  to  my  flesh. 

I  am  become  like  to  a  pelican  of  the  wilderness;  1 
»m  like  a  night-raven  in  the  house. 

I  have  watched,  and  am  become  as  a  sparrow,  aE 
alone  on  the  house-top. 

All  the  day  long  my  enemies  reproach  me ;  and 
Ihey  that  praised  me  did  swear  against  me. 

For  I  did  eat  ashes  like  bread ;  and  mingled  my 
drink  with  weeping. 

Because  of  ihy  anger  and  indignatinn ;  for  having 
.ifted  me  up  thou  hast  thrown  me  down. 

My  days  have  declined  like  a  shadow ;  and  I  am 
withered  like  grass. 

But  thou,  O  Lord,  endurest  for  ever ;  and  thy  me- 
morial to  all  generations. 

Thon  shalt  arise  and  have  mercy  on  Sion ;  for  it  is 
time  to  have  mercy  on  it,  for  the  time  is  come. 

For  the  stones  thereof  have  pleased  thy  servants, 
and  they  shall  have  pity  on  the  eaith  thereof. 

And  the  gentiles  ^all  fear  thy  name,  0  Lord ;  and 
all  the  kings  of  the  earth  thy  glory. 

For  the  Lord  hath  built  up  Sinn ;  and  he  shall  b« 
seen  in  his  glory. 

He  hath  had  regard  to  the  prayer  of  the  humble ! 
and  he  hath  not  despised  their  petition. 

Let  these  things  be  written  unto  another  genera- 
tion ;  and  the  people  that  shall  be  created  shall  praise 
tlie  Lord. 

Because  he  hath  looked  forth  from  his  hi^  sanc- 
tuary; from  heaven  the  Lord  hath  luoked  upon  the 

That  he  might  hear  the  groans  of  them  that  are 
in  fetters;  that  hii  might  release  the  children  of  the 

That  they  may  declare  the  name  of  the  Lord  iii 
Sion   and  his  praise  in  Jerusalem. 
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When  the  people  assembled  Icgather,  and  kings  tt 
■erre  the  Lord. 

He  answered  him  in  the  way  of  his  strength ;  de- 
clare ^.ito  me  the  fewness  of  my  days. 

Call  me  not  away  in  the  midst  of  my  days :  thy  years 
Me  unto  generation  itnd  generation. 

In  the  beginning,  0  Lord,  thoa  foondedsl  the 
earth ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  works  of  thy  hands. 

They  shall  perish,  but  thou  remainest :  and  aji  of 
them  shall  grow  old  like  a  garment. 

And  as  a  vesture  thou  shalt  change  them,  and  they 
shall  be  changed;  but  thou  art  always  the  self-same, 
and  thy  years  shall  not  fall. 

The  children  of  thy  servants  shall  continue;  and 
their  seed  shall  be  directed  for  ever 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  &c. 

PsAiM  cxxix,     De  profundia. 

Out  of  the  depths  I  havt  cried  to  thee,  0  Lord; 
Lord,  hear  my  voice. 

Let  thy  ears  be  attentive  to  the  roioe  of  my  suppli- 
cation. 

If  thou,  O  Lord,  wilt  mark  iniquities.  Lord  who 
shall  stand  it  ? 

For  with  thee  there  is  merciful  forgiveness :  and 
by  reason  of  thy  law  I   have  waited  for  thee,   O 

My  soul  hath  relied  on  his  word;  my  soul  hath 
hoped  in  the  Lord. 

From  the  morning  watch  even  until  night,  let  Israel 
hope  in  tho  Lord. 

Because  with  the  Jiord  there  is  mercy,  and  with 
him  plentiful  redemption. 

And  he  shall  redeem  Israel  frur.i  al!  hia  iniquities 

Glory  be,  &a 
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PoALM  cxLii.     Domine,  exaudi. 

tcttiun,'l2.  i\aatf  oveilits  sneiulea. 

Hb*.b,  O  Lord,  my  piayiir ;  give  ear  to  mj  Buppii- 
cation  in  thy  truth  ;  hear  nie  in  thy  jnstice. 

And  ettlet  not  into  jiidgmLT.t  with  Ihy  aervaot .  for 
in  thy  sig-ht  no  man  living  shall  be  justiRed. 

For  the  enemy  hath  perseeuted  my  soul :  he  hath 
brought  doivn  my  life  Ki  the  eatth- 

Hehathmade  me  to  dwell  in  darkness,  as  those  thai 
have  been  dead  of  old ;  and  my  spiiit  ie  in  anguish 
within  me  ;  my  heart  within  me  is  tionbled. 

I  remembered  the  days  of  old,  I  meditated  on  all 
thy  wotks :  I  mused  upon  the  works  of  thy  hands. 

I  stretched  forth  my  hands  to  thee  ;  my  soul  is  ae 
earth  witliout  water  unlo  thee. 

Hear  me  speedily,  0  Lord ;  my  spirit  hath  fainted 
iway. 

Turn  not  away  thy  face  from  me,  lest  I  be  like  unto 
them  that  go  down  into  the  pit. 

Cause  me  to  hem:  thy  meray  in  the  motning ;  for  in 
thee  have  I  hoped. 

Make  the  way  known  to  me  wherein  I  should  walk ; 
for  I  have  lifted  up  my  soul  to  thee. 

Deliver  me  from  my  enemies,  0  Lord,  to  thee  have 
1  fled ;  i«ach  me  to  do  tliy  will,  for  thoH  art  my 
Uod. 

Thy  gOod  spirit  shall  lead  me  into  the  right  land  ; 
for  thy  name's  sake,  0  Lord,  tliou  wilt  quicken  nie  in 
thyjaatice.  « 

Thoawilt  bring  my  Eoul  out  of  troubles  ;  and  in  thy 
merey  thou  wilt  destroy  my  enemies. 

And  thou  wilt  cut  off  all  them  that  afflict  my  soul; 
for  I  am  thy  servant.     Glory  be  to  the  Father,  &e. 

Anth.  Remember  not,  O  Lord,  our  offences,  noi 
ihoae  ut  OUT  parents;  and  take  not  revenge  on  oui 
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Detotions  to  the  S.  IlKAftT  qf-issvB. 
The  DeTotion  to  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jeans  is  now, 
thtough  the  mercy  of  God,  so  generally  known,  and 
so  nniversally  established,  aa  to  render  any  explana- 
tion of  its  natuie  quite  Guperfluoas.  It  is  therefoie 
only  necessary  to  specify,  that  those  who  become 
memhers  of  the  Association  contract  the  following  ob- 
ligations; not,  however,  under  pain  of  sin  of  any  kind, 
but  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the  Indulgencea 
and  other  graces  annexed  to  titis  Devotion. 

First,  a  Paler,  Ave,  and  Credo,  are  to  be  add  daily, 
with  the  following  aspiration ; — 

O  Heart  i^  Jesus,  I  implore 
That  I  may  lone  thee  more  and  more. 
Secondly,  an  hour  is  to  be  spent  before  the  Blessed 
Sacrament,  on  any  day  in  the  year,  chosen  by  each 
member  on  her  entrance  into  the  Association ;  which 
hour,  beside  being  registered  in  any  community  privi- 
leged to  receive  members,  can  be  noted  in  the  follow- 
ing billet  of  Association,  to  prevent  forgetfainess. 

"  1  have  chosen  from 

to  spend  beftire  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  to  repair  the 
outrages  committed  gainst  the  adorable  Heart  ol 
Jesus  in  this  Mystery  of  Love." 
An  Act  of  Consecration  to  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus. 
O  SACBBD  Heart  of  Jesus !  to  thee  I  devote  and 
offer  up  my  life,  thoughts,  words,  aotions,  pains,  and 
sufferings.  My  entire  being  shall  henceforward  onljr 
be  employed  in  loviig,  serving,  honouring,  and  glori- 
fying thee.  Be  thou,  0  most  sicred  Heart !  the  sole 
object  of  my  love,  the  protector  ofmy  life,  the  pledge 
of  my  salration,  and  my  secure  refuge  at  the  hour  of 
death-  Be  thou  also,  O  most  bountiful  Heart !  my 
justification  at  the  throne  of  God,  and  screen  me  from 
his  anger,  which  I  h^ve  so  justly  merited.  In  thee 
1  place  all  my  confidence,  and,  convinced  as  I  am  of 
my  own  weatneas,  I  rely  entirely  on  thy  compassion. 
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Its  mei'cy.  Annihikte  in  me  all  that  is  displeasing 
md  oflensive  to  thy  pure  eyes.  Imprint  iJiyself  like 
1  divine  seal  oa  my  lieart,  that  I  may  ever  teineinbec 
my  obligations,  and  never  be  separated  from  thee. 
May  my  name  also,  I  beseech  thee,  by  thy  tendet 
goodness,  ever  be  fixed  and  engraved  in  thee,  0  Book 
of  Life ! — and  may  I  be  a  victim  consecrated  to  thy 
ffloty,  over  burning  with  the  flames  of  thy  pure  love, 
both  in  time  and  in  eternity.  la  this  I  place  all  my 
happinHSS,  this  is  all  my  desire,  to  live  and  die  in 
no  othiir  quality  but  that  of  thy  devoted  servant. 
Amen, 


The  Iat/lKV  of  the  Sacreo  Heart. 
Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. — Clirist,  have  mercy  on  UBi 

&c. 
Irfird.have  mercy  on  ua. 

Christ,  hear  us.^Ciitist,  graciously  hear  us,  i&o, 
God  the  Father  of  heaven,  Have  mercy  on  us. 
God  the  Son,  Redeemer  of  the  world,  Have  mercv 

God  tlie  Holy  Ghost,  Have  mercy  on  us. 

Holy  Trinity,  one  God, 

Heart  of  Jesus! 

Heart  of  Jesus,  formed  in  the  womb  of  the  most 

blessed  Virgin,  EQ 

Heart  of  Jesus,  hypostalically  united  to  the  Eternal? 

Word,  a 

Heart  of  Jesus,  Sanctuary  of  the  Divinity,  and  Ta^  a 

hernacle  of  the  most  hoiy  Trinity,  ^ 

Heart  of  Jesus,  Temple  of  Sanctity,  and  Fountain  a 

of  all  Graces,  ^ 

Heart  of  Jesus,  most  meek  and  humble,  5 

Heart  of  Jesus,  most  chaste  and  obedient, 
Heart  of  Jesus,  furnace  of  love,  and  soutceof  con- 

Ueazt  of  JesUd,  treasuri;  of  wisdom  and  goodness, 
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Heart  of  Jesus,  throne  of  mercy,  and  abyss  of  aD 

virtues, 
Heart  of  Jesns,  sorrowful  in  the  garden,  and  spent 

wiili  a  bloody  sweat, 
Heait  of  Jesus,  saturated  with  reproaches,  and  con- 
sumed for  oiir  sins.  1% 
Heart  of  Jesus,  made  obedient  ever  unto  the  death  1 

of  the  cross,  ™ 

Heart  of  Jesus,  pierced  with  a  lance,  and  the  refuses 

of  sinners,  ^ 

Heart  of  Jesus,  fortitude  of  the  just,  and  comfort  of  s 

the  afflicted,  ^ 

Heart  of  Jesup,  main  strength  of  the  tempted,  and  <' 

the  terror  of  the  deyils. 
Heart  of  Jesus,  sanctification  of  hearts,  and  perse 

verance  of  the  good. 
Heart  of  Jesus,  hope  of  the  dying,  joy  of  the  bless- 
ed, and  delight  of  all  the  saints. 
Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  tlie  world, 

Spore  «J,  O  Jesus  .'  ^c. 
Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 

Hectr  u«,  O  Jesus  ! 
Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 

Have  mercy  on  us,  0  Jesus ! 

V.  0  most   sacred   heart  of  Jesus,  have  mercy 

R.  That  me  may  worthily  love  thee  with  our  whole 

Let  us  pray. 

O  God  !  who  out  of  thy  immense  love  hast  given 

to  the  faithful  the  most  Sacred  Heart  of  thy  Son  our 

Lord  as  the  object  of  thy  tender  affection ;  grant,  we 

beseech  thee,  that  we  may  vo  love  and  honour  this 

K'  dge  of  thy  love  on  earth,  as  by  it  to  merit  ,he  love 
h  of  thee  and  thy  gift,  and  be  eternally  loved  by 
thee  and  this  most  blessed  heart  in  heaven.  Through 
the  same  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Thtaigh  tli^saaed  Heart  O  Jesus!  ovnrflowin^ 
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with  all  sweetness,  we  Tecammend  to  ihee  ourselves 
•nd  all  oat  concerns,  our  friends,  benefactors,  parents, 
und  lelations,  our  superiors,  and  enemies :  I3,ke  under 
thy  protection  this  house,  city,  and  country ;  extend 
thy  care  to  alt  such  as  lie  under  any 'affliction,  and 
to  those  who  labour  in  the  agony  and  pangs  of  death; 
cast  an  eye  of  compassion  on  the  obstinate  sinner, 
and  more  particularly  on  the  poor  suffering  souls  in 
purgatory ;  as  also  on  those  who  are  engaged  and 
aniled  with  us  in  the  holy  confederacy  of  honour- 
ing and  worshipping  thee.  Bless  these  in  parti- 
cular, O  divine  Jesus !  and  bless  them  according  to 
the  extent  of  thy  infinite  goodness,  mercy,  and  charity. 


A  'Reparation  of  Honour  lo  the  Sacnd  Heart,  to  be 
made  oit  the  Feast  itself,  or  at  any  other  time,  in 
presence  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament. 

0  MOST  amiable  and  adorable  Heart  of  Jesus ! 
centre  of  ail  hearts,  glowing  with  chari^,  and  in- 
flamed with  zeal  for  the  interest  of  thy  Father  and 
the  salvation  of  mankind  1  O  heart,  ever  sensible 
of  our  misery,  and  ever  in  motion  to  redress  our 
evils ;  the  real  victim  of  love  in  the  holy  Eucharist, 
and  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  for  sin  on  the  altar  of  the 
cross !  since  the  generality  of  Christians  make  n» 
other  retom  for  these  thy  mercies,  than  contempt  of 
thy  favours,  forgetfulness  of  their  obligalions,  and 
ingratitude  to  the  best  of  henefactors,  is  it  not  just,  tliat 
we  thy  servants,  penetrated  with  a  deep  sense  of  such 
mdignities,  should,  as  far  as  is  in  oui  power,  enter  on 
a  due  and  satisfactory  reparation  of  honour  to  thy 
most  sacred  Majesty  1  Humbled,  therefore,  in  mind 
before  heaven  and  earth,  we  solemnly  declare  our 
nncere  detestation  and  abhorrence  of  such  conduct. 
Iseipieadble.  we  know,  was  the  bitterness  with  whiell 
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tha  multitude  of  our  sins  ovetwhelmed  thy  tenma 
heart ;  insufferable  the  weight,  of  out  imqiiilie.s,  wliich 
pressed  thy  face  to  the  earth  in  the  garden  of  Olives, 
and  insnrmountable  thy  anguish,  when  expiring  with 
lore,  grief,  and  agony,  on  Mount  Calvary,  in  thy  last 
breath  ihou  womdst  reolaim  sinners  to  their  duty 
and  repentance.  Tliis  we  know,  O  dear  Redeemer  ! 
and  vvouh'  moat  willingly  redress  these  thy  sufferirigs 
by  our  own,  or  share  with  thee  in  thine. 

0  merciful  Jesus,  ever  present  on  oar  altars,  and 
irilh  a  heart  open  to  receive  all  who  iahour  and  are 
bwdened!  O  adorable  Heart  of  Jesus!  source  of 
true  contrition !  impart  to  our  hearls  the  true  spirit 
of  penance,  and  to  our  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  tliat 
we  may  bewail  our  sins,  and  those  of  the  world. 
Pardon,  divine  Jesus!  ail  the  injuries,  reproaches, 
and  outrages  offered  to  thee  through  the  oonrae  of  thy 
holy  life  and  bitter  passion.  Pardon  all  the  impieties, 
irreverences,  and  sacrileges  which  have  been  com- 
mitted against  thee  in  the  sacrament  of  the  Eucharist 
from  its  first  institution.  Graciously  receive  the 
Em^  tribute  of  our  sincere  repentance  as  an  t^eea- 
ole  offering  in  thy  sight,  in  requital  for  the  benefits 
we  daily  receive  from  the  altar,  where  thou  art  a 
living  and  eontinnal  sacrifice,  and  in  union  with  that 
bloody  holocaust  thou  didst  present  to  thy  eternal 
Father  on  Mount  Calvary. 

Divine  Jesus !  give  thy  blessing  to  the  ardent  de- 
sire we  nrw  entertain,  and  the  holy  resolution  wa 
have  talten  of  ever  loving  and  adoring  thee  in  thy 
■acrament  of  love  the  Eacharisl,  thus  to  repair,  by  a 
Hue  conversion  of  heart,  wid  zeal  for  thy  glory,  oux 

Set  negligences  and  infidelity.  Be  thQu,0  adorable 
oatt !  who  knowesl  iJie  elay  of  which  we  are  form- 
ed, be  then  our  mediator  with  thy  heavenly  Father 
whom  we  have  so  grievously  offended ;  strengthen 
oar  weakness,  oanHrm  our  resolution,  and  with  thy 
eharity,  liumility,  meekness,  and  patience,  cover  the 
multitude  of  our  iniquities  ;  be  thou  our  support,  OM 
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tefiige,  and  our  slrength,  that  nothing  her.««roTwatd 
m  life  01  deaith  may  Bepaiate  us  from  thee.     Amnn. 


DsvoTioNS  to  the  Heart  of  Maky. 
0  MOST  amiable  Heart  of  Mary!  which  of  nU 
hearts  most  perfectly  resembles  the  Hoart  of  Jesus, 
and  is  thereby  wotthy  of  the  love  and  respect  of  all 
creatures,  to  thee  I  fervently  consecrate  my  heart, 
and  I  choose  thee,  after  the  heart  of  Jesus,  for  the 
object  of  ray  imitation  and  confidence.  I  beseech 
thee,  0  sacred  Virgin !  by  all  the  graces  which  were 
bestowed  on  thee  by  thy  divine  Son,  to  give  me  a 
passage  through  thy  blessed  heart  to  the  Heart  of 
Jesus.  Lead  me  thyself  into  that  adorable  sanctuary, 
that  I  may  learn  to  practise  the  virtues  whiah  ren- 
dered thee  so  faithful  a  copy  of  Him  who  was  meek 
and  humble  of  heart.  Thou  knowest  that  I  wish 
most  sincerely  to  venerate,  to  love,  and  to  imitate 
that  divine  heart,  which  was  the  source  of  all  thy 
merit  and  happiness,  as  well  as  the  only  object  of  thy 
love ;  but  as  I  feel  my  own  weakness,  I  have  recourse 
to  thee,  beseeching  thee  to  present  my  heart  to  Jesua 
in  union  with  thine ;  that  in  consideration  of  thy  per- 
fections and  merits,  my  miseries  and  sins  maybe  over- 
looked, and  my  heait  for  ever  consecrated,  through 
iliee,  to  the  perfect  love  of  my  Creator.  I  choose 
thee  now,  O  holy  Heart  of  Mary,  for  my  advocate 
and  model,  that  thy  prayers  may  assist  me  to  imitate 
thee,  and  thereby  conform  my  heart  to  that  of  my 
divine  Saviour.  Thou  wert,  0  most  pure  Heart! 
happily  inaccessible  to  the  monster  sin  1  yet  thou  art 
penetrated  with  humiliation  an^  sorrow  for  tht  sins 
of  the  world ;  obtain  that  my  heart  may  be  truly  con- 
trite for  my  own  sins,  and  may  love  God  sufficiently 
to  feol  and  deplore  the  sins  of  others.  Thou  wert 
leplenHihed  with  the  meekness  and  mercy  of  the 
Heart  of  Jesiis,  and  consumed  widi  his  moat  ardent 
35* 
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love ;  tt^refote  throvigh  thee  I  most  firmly  hope  to 
receive  a  share  in  those  virtues;  and  above  all,  the 
grace  to  deiesl  the  vice  of  pride,  which  would  reude* 
me  so  baleful  to  the  adorable  Heait  of  Jesus,  and  to 
practise  that  sincere  humility  which  can  best  liken 
me  to  my  Savioui  and  to  thee.  In  thee,  O  blessed 
Heart  of  Mary !  I  will  confide  durinsf  my  life,  and 
b  thee  also  I  confidently  hope  to  lino  a  secure  refuge 
and  powerful  advocate  at  the  hour  of  my  death 


Litany  of  the  Heart  of  Marl/. 
Lord  have  mercy  on  us,  &q, 
Heiirt  of  Mary, 

Heart  of  Mary,  according  to  the  Heart  of  Jesus, 
Heart  of  Maiy,  united  to  the  Heart  of  Jeaua, 
Heail  of  Mary,  sanctuary  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Heart  of  Mary,  temple  of  the  Divinity, 
Heart  of  Mary,  tabernacle  of  the  Word  incarnate, 
Heart  of  Mary,  always  exempt  from  sin,  ^ 

Heart  of  Mary,  always  full  of  grace,  ^ 

Heart  of  Mary,  blessed  among  ail  hearts,  v^ 

Heart  of  Mary,  illustrious  throne  of  glory,  ^ 

Heart  of  Maiy,  abyss  and  prodigy  of  humility,        g 
Heart  of  Mary,  glorious  holocaust  of  divine  love,   * 
Heart  of  Mary,  nailed  to  the  cross  of  Jesus, 
Heart  of  Mary,  comfort  of  the  affiicted. 
Heart  of  Mary,  refuge  of  sinners. 
Heart  of  Mary,  hope  of  the  agonizing. 
Heart  of  Mary,  seat  of  mercy. 

Lamb  of  God,  &o. 

V.  Pray  for  us,  0  holy  Mother  of  God. 

R.  That  we  may  he  made  worthy  of  the  promise! 
ol  Christ. 

Let  us  pray. 

O  DIVINE  Jesc-  !  who  tenderly  lovest  the  mos,,  .loiy 
of  virgins,  and  art  reciprocally  loved  by  her,  gianl,  wa 
beae<!ch  thee,  tliroujh  the  intercession  of  thy  bloased 
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Mothei',  at\&  by  the  resemblance  her  sacied  Heaff 
bore  lo  thine,  that  we  may  ever  return  due  Jove  anil 
affection  for  her  care  and  tenderness  in  our  mgard, 
who,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  livest  and 
reignest,  world  with  mt  end.     Amen. 


0  MOST  afflicted  Virgin,  perniit  ni' 
rate  the  sorrow  which  filled  thy  heart,  when  on  pre- 
senting tliy  divine  Son  in  the  temple,  holy  Simeon 
foretold  that  a  sword  should  pierce  thy  soul,  tliereby 
announcing  the  share  thou  ^ouldst  have  in  the  suf- 
ferings of  thy  dear  Son.  I  most  devoutly  compas- 
sionate thy  grief  on  this  occasion,  and  beseech  thee, 
0  glorious  Queen  of  Martyrs!  to  obtain  for  me, 
through  the  sufferings  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  were 
the  great  cause  of  thy  dolours,  a  sincere  and  lively 
horror  of  sin,  an  ardent  love  of  God,  a  tender  practi- 
cal devotion  towards  thee,  and  a  happy  death  under 
thy  apeoia!  protection. 

11. 
0  MOST  holy  and  afflicted  Virgin !  permit  me  to 
commiserate  the  sorrow  which  filled  thy  maternal 
Heart,  when  thoii  didst  see  thy  divine  Infant  perse- 
cuted by  his  own  creatures,  and  wert  obliged  to  flee 
into  Egypt,  to  save  him  from  the  fury  ofHerod.  I 
most  devoutly  compassionate  thy  grief  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  beseech  thee,  0  glorious  Queen  of  Martyrs! 
to  obtain  for  me,  through  the  sufferings  of  Jesus 
Christ,  which  were  the  great  cause  of  thine,  a  aincera 
and  lively  hcrror  of  sin,  an  ardent  love  of  God,  a  ten- 
der iind  iractical  devotion  towards  thee,  and  a  happy 
death  u'.idcr  'hy  special  protection. 
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O  MOST  afflicted  Virgin  !  permit  me  to  ocmirsmtt- 
rate  the  soirow  which,  filled  thy  maternal  heart,  ivhen 
thou  wert  separated  from  thy  divine  Son,  who  remain- 
ed for  three  days  absent  from  thee  aft«r  tliy  journey 
lo  Jerusalem.     I  most  devoutly  compassionate  tliy 

Sief  on  that  occasion,  and  beseech  thee,  0  gijrious 
leen  of  Martyrs !  to  obtain  for  me,  through  the  snf< 
ferings  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  were  the  great  cause 
of  thy  dolours,  a  sincere  and  lively  horror  of  sin,  an 
ardent  love  of  God,  a  tender  and  practical  devotion 
towards  thee,  and  a  happy  death  under  Ihj  special 
tiiotection. 

IV. 
O  MOST  holy  and  afflicted  Virgin !  permit  me  to 
commemorate  the  sorrow  which  filled  thy  maternal 
heart,  when  thou  didst  follow  thy  dear  Son  to  Mount 
Calvary,  and  beheld  him  sinking  under  the  weight  of 
the  cross  and  of  our  sins.  I  most  devoutly  compas> 
sionate  tliy  grief  on  that  occasion,  and  beseech  thee, 
O  glorious  Queen  of  Martyrs!  to  obtmn  for  me, 
through  the  sufferings  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  were 
the  great  cause  of  all  thy  dolours,  a  sincere  and  lively 
horror  of  sin,  an  ardent  love  of  God,  a  tender  and 
practical  devotion  towards  thee,  and  a  happy  death 
imder  thy  special  protection. 


r  holy  and  afflicted  Virgin !  permit  me  to 
jrale  the  sorrow  which  filled  thy  mater- 
nal heart,  when  thou  didst  stand  by  the  cross  of  Jesus 
witness  all  his  torments,  and  see  him  at  length  expire 
for  the  sins  of  the  world:  I  devoutly  compassionate 
thy  grief  on  that  occasion,  O  glorious  Queen  of  Mar- 
tyrs '.  and  beseech  thee  to  obtain  for  me,  through  the 
Bufferings  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  were  the  great  causa 
•f  thine,  a  sincere  and  lively  horror  of  sin.  an  ardeitf 


VI. 

r  loly  and  afflicted  Vitgin!  permit  me  to 
jrale  the  sorrow  which  filled  thy  inatemal 
heart,  wheH  the  adorable  Tiody  of  thy  divine  Son  was 
talten  duwn  from  Ibe  crosH,  and  laid  in  thy  arnia.  I 
most  devoutly  compassionate  thy  grief  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  beseech  thee,  0  glorious  Queen  of  Martyrs ! 
to  obtain  for  me,  through  the  sufferings  of  Jesus 
Chtist,  which  were  the  gteat  cause  of  thy  dolours,  a 
sincere  and  lively  horror  of  sin,  an  ardent  love  cif  God, 
a  tender  and  practical  devotion  towards  thee,  and  a 
happy  death  under  thy  special  protection. 

Vll. 
O  MOST  holy  and  afflicted  Virgin  1  permit  me  tn 
commemorate  the  sorrow  which  filled  thy  maternal 
heart,  when  the  sacred  body  of  Jesus  was  taken  from 
Ihy  arms,  and  laid  in  tho  sepuJehie.  I  most  devoutly 
compassionate  tliy  grief  on  that  occasion,  and  beseech 
thee,  0  glorious  Queen  of  Martyrs !  to  obtain  for  me, 
Ihiough  the  sufferings  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  wore 
the  great  cause  of  thy  dolours,  a  sincere  and  lively 
horror  of  sin,  an  ardent  love  of  God,  a  tender  and 
practical  devotion  towards  thee,  and  a  happy  dealt 
Knder  thy  special  protection. 


The  LclASV  of  hoRETTO, 

KvRiE  eleisoi,,  Lonn,  have  mercy  upon 

Christc  chison.  us.     Christ,  have  mercy 

Kyrie  eleison.  upon    us.      Lord,     have 

Chnsie  aadinos.  mercy  upon  us.     Christ 

Ohriste  cicaud  nos.  hearus.  Christ  gracious- 

ly hear  us. 
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Pater  de  cielia  Deus 
mtserert  nobis. 

Fill  Redemptoc  mundi 
Deua,  miserere  nobis. 


Spiritus  Sancte  Deus, 

Sancta   TriiiitaiS   unus 
Deiis,  miserere  nobis, 
SancCa.  Maiia,  ora  pro 

Sancta  Dei  genitrix, 
Sancta  Virgo  Virgiuum, 
Mater  Chxisti, 
Mater  divine  giatice, 
Mater  pnrissima, 
Mater  castissima, 
Mater  inviolaiai 
Matei  Intemerata, 
Matet  amabilis, 
Mater  adinliabilis, 
Mater  Creatoris, 
Mater  Salvatoris,  O 

Virgo  prudenttssima,    ^ 
Virgo  veneranda,  ^ 

Virgo  pradicanda,         S, 
Virgo  potens,  G 

Virgo  Clemens, 
Virgo  fideiis, 
Speculum  justltlce, 
Bedea  sapientife. 
Causa  nostiffi  Icetitce, 
Vas  spirltuale, 
Vas  honorablle, 
Vas  insigiw  devotionia 


God,  the  Father  of  he* 
en,  fume  mercy  upori  tia 
God  the  Son,  Redeetn- 
r  of  the  world,  have  mer 
cy^onus. 

Grod  the  Holy   GhoB% 
kaoe  mercy  tipon  us. 
Holy  Trinity,  one  God, 


Holy  Mother  of  God, 
Holy  Virgin  of  Virgins, 
Mother  of  Christ, 
Mother  of  divine  grace, 
Mother  most  puie, 
Mother  most  chasl«, 
Mother  undefiled. 
Mother  inviolatej, 
Mother  most  amiable. 
Mother  moat  admirable, 
Mother  of  our  Creator, 
Mother  of  our  Redeea- 

Virgin  most  prudent,      g 
Virgin  moat  venerable^ 
Virgin  most  renowned,^ 
Virgin  moat  powerful,   » 
Virgin  most  merciful,   ? 
Virgin  most  faithful, 
Mirror  of  justice. 
Seat  of  wisdom. 
Cause  of  our  joy, 
Spiritual  Vessel, 
Vessel  of  honour. 
Vessel  of  singular  devo 


Torris  ebnmea, 
Domiis  lurea, 
Fffideris  area, 
Jaiiua  01 
SteUa  m 
Salus  infirmurum, 
Refugium  pecoatorum, 
Coiisolatrix  afflictorum, 

AuKiliam  Christianorum, 
Regina  angelonim,  q 
Regina  patriarDharum,  ^ 
itegina  propbetainra,  -b 
Regina  apostolorum,  S 
Regina  martynim,  g 
Regina  confessotum,  ^■ 
Regina  virginum, 
Regina  s 


Agnua  Dei,  qui  tolHs 
peccata  mundi,  parce  no- 
Hs,  Domine. 

Agnus  Dei,  qui  toUis 
peccata  mundi,  exaudi 
nos,  Domine. 

Agnus  Dei,  qui  tollis 
peccata  mundi,  miserere 

V.  Ora  pro  nobis,  sancta 
Dei  genitrix. 

R.  Ut  digni  efficiamur 
promiasionibus  Christi. 
Oremus. 

Gratiam  tuam,  qua^su- 
mus,  Domine,  ^lentib^s 
nostris  infunde :  nt  qui 
fti^elo  nuntiante,  Chtisti 

eognovimua,  pci  passion- 


Tower  of  ivory. 
House  of  gold, 
Aili  of  the  coTeni 
Gate  of  lieaveii. 
Morning  star. 
Health  of  the  weak. 
Refuge  of  sinners, 
Comfortresa  of  the  af- 
flicted. 
Help  of  Christians,       5 


nof  ai 


Queen  of  patriarchs, 
Queen  of  prophets, 
Queen  of  apostles. 
Queen  of  martyrs. 


Queen  of  all  saints, 

Lamb  of  G  od,  who  talrest 
awaythe  sins  of  the  world 
spare  us,  0  Lord. 

Lamb  ofGod,whotakest 
away  the  sins  of  Ihe  world, 
hear  ks,  0  Lord. 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takeat 
away  the  sins  of  the  world, 
have  mercy  upon  us, 

V.  Pray  for  us,  0  holy 
Mother  of  God.  B.  That 
we  may  be  made  worthy 
of  the  promises  of  Chiist 
Let  us  pray. 
Point  forth,  we  beseech 
thee,  0  Lord,  thy  divina 
grace  into  our  hearts,  thai 
we  to  whom  the  incarna- 
tion of  Christ  thy  Son  was 
made  known  by  the  iae»- 


B>  Google 


em  ejus  et  crucem  ad  re-  sage  of  an.  angel,  may  lij 

bturerlionis  gloriam  per-  hia  passion  and  crusa  be 

duenmur  :     per    eundem  brouglitiotheglory  of  hia 

Cliriaiiim  Dimiinum  nos-  resurrection,  llirough  the 

(rum.  Amen.  same   Christ   our    Lord. 


The  Litany  of  the  Saints, 

Antk.  Remember   not,  0  Lord,   our   offences,   noi 
tliose  of  OUT  parents,  and  talie  not  revenge  of  our 

KvRiB  e!eison.  Chviste  Lord,  hava  mercy  on 

eleison.      Kyrio  eleison.  us.     Christ,  have  mercy 

Cliriste  audi  nos,  Christe  oh  us.    Lord,  have  iiieruy 

exaudi  nos.  on  us.     Christ,  hear  us. 
Christ,  graciously  hear  us. 

Pater  de  ccelis  Deus,  Mi-  God,  the  Father  of  hea- 

serere  nobis.  ven.  Have  mercy  on  us. 

Fill    Redemptor    mundi  God  Uie  Son,  Redeemei 

Deus,  Miserere  nobis.  of    the    world.    Have 
mercy  on  us. 

Spiritns    Sanete    Dena,  God    Uie    Holy    Ghost, 

Miserere  nobis.  Have  mercy  on  us. 

Sancta     Trinitaa,    unua  Holy  Trinity,  one  God. 

Deus,  Miserere  nobis,  .   Have  mercy  on  us. 

Sancta  Maria,  Ora  pro  Holy  Mary,  Pray  for  us. 

nobis. 

Sancta  Dei  genitrix,     _  Holy  Mother  of  God, 

Sancta  VirgoVirginum,  J  Holy  Virgin  of  Virgins,  ^ 

Sanete  Michael,           *  St.  Mickiel,                 3 

Sanete  Gabriel,            ■^  St.  Gabriel,                   I^ 

Sanete  Raphael,            '  St.  Raphael,                   ^ 

Omnes  sineti  Angeli  et  All  ye  holy  Angela  and  jt 

AreLangeli,  Ofts  pro  Ajehangela. 
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OmneB  sanoti  beatomm 
spiriluum  Ordinea,  Or- 
ate, dfC. 

Sanete  J.  Baptiste, 

Sancte  Joseph, 

Omnes  sancti  Patriarchre 
et  Propliette,  OroW,  i^c 

Sancte  Petre, 

Sancte  Paule, 

Sancte  Andcea, 

Sancte  Jacobe, 

Sancte  Joannes, 

Sancte  Thonia,  ^ 

Sancte  Jacobe,  o 

Sancte  Philippe,  g 

Sancte  B;irtliolomsee,    g 

Sancte  Malthcee,  §, 

Sancte  Simon,  ? 

Sancte  Thaddtee, 

Sancte  Mathia, 

Sancte  Bariiaba, 

Sancte  Luua, 

Sancte  Marco, 

Omnes  sancti  Apostoli  et 
Evangelistte,  Orate,  ^c. 

Omnes  sancti  Discipuli 
Domini,  Orate,  ^t. 

Omnes  sancti  Innocentes, 
Orate,  6fC.  _ 

Sancte  Sispliane,         ¥ 

Sancte  Laurentt,  ;v 

Sancte  Vincenti,  r* 

Sancti  Fabiane  et  Se- 
bastiane,  Orate  pro  no- 

Sancti  Johannes  et  Paule, 

Orate,  Sic. 
Sancti  CosmaetDamiane, 

Orate,  ^c 


St.  John  Baptist, 

St,  Joseph, 

All  ye  lioly  PatriarohB 

and  FrophelB, 
St.  Peter, 
St.  Paul, 
St.  Andrew 
St.  James, 
St.  John, 
St.  Thomas, 
St.  Jamea, 
St.  Philip, 
St,  Bartholomeir 
St,  Matthew, 
St.  Simon,  1^ 

St.  Thaddeus,  J 

St.  Matthias,  l 

St.  Bainaby,  f 

St.  Luke,  e 

St.  Mark, 
All  ye  holy  Apdtltst 

and  Evangelista, 
All  yo  holy  Diseiplea 

of  our  Lord, 
All  ye  holy  Innocents, 

St.  Stephen, 

St.  Laurence, 

St,  Vincent, 

SS.  Fabian  and  Sebaa 


SS.  John  and  Paul, 
SS.  Oosmas  and  I>* 
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Sancti  Gerrasi  et  Protaai, 

Oi-ate,  >.yc: 

Omnes  sancti  Mattyrea, 

Orats,  ^c. 
Sancie  Sylvester,         » 
Sanete  Gregori,  g 

Sancte  Augustine,  I 
Sancte  Ilieronyrae,  | 
Sancie  Maj'ttne,  St 

Saiicte  Nicolae, 
Omnes  sancti  Piintifices  et 

Confessores,  Oa/e,  6fc. 
Omnes   sancti   Doctor  es. 

Orate,  SfC. 
Sancte  Antoni,  ~ 

Sancte  Benediote,         J 
Sancte  Bernaide, 
Sancte  Dominiee,        "^ 
Sancte  Franeiace, 
Omnea  sancti  Sacecdotes 

et  Levitte,  Orate,  ^c. 
Omnes  sancti  Monac  hi  et 

Eremitie,  Orate,  cj-c. 
Sancta     Maria     Magda- 

Sancla  Lucia, 

Sancta  Agnes,  „ 

Sanota  Caacvlia,  ^ 

Sancta  Agatha, 

Sancta  Catharina,         "^ 

Sancta  Anasiasia, 

Omnes  sancte  V  irginea  et 

Viduie,  Orate,  ^c. 
Omnes  Sancti  et  SanotK 

Dei,    Intercedite    pro 

Propitius  esto,  Parte  i 


Propitius  e 
Sis,  Ban. 


All  ye  holy  Martyrs, 

St.  Sylvester, 

St.  Gregory, 

St.  Ambrose, 

St.  Augustine, 

St.  Jerom, 

St.  Martin, 

St.  Nicholas, 

All  ye  holy  Bishops  and 

Confessors, 
All  ye  holy  Doctors, 

St.  Anthony, 

St.  Bennet, 

St  Bernard,  S 

St.  Dominic,  g 

St.  Francis,  i^ 

All  ye  holy  Priests  and  ^ 

All  ye  holy  Moults  and 

Heimils, 
St.  Mary  Magdalen. 

St.  Lncy, 

St.  Agnes, 

St.  Cecily, 

St.  Agatha, 

St.  Catharine, 

St.  Anastasia, 

Alt  ye  holy  Virgins  and 

Widows, 
All  ye  men  and  women, 

saints  of  God,  JMoAe  in- 

tercession  for  us. 
BemerwifulunWiis,  Spoft 

lis,  O  Lm-d. 
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Piopitius    esto,    Exaudi 

Be  merciful  unto  ua,(Vra- 

viously     hear    us,    0 

Lord. 

Ab  omni  malo,  LUeranos, 

From  all  evil,  0  Lord  df 

Domine. 

Ab  omni  peooato, 

From  all  sin, 

Ah  ira  tua, 

From  thy  wrath. 

A  subitanea  et  impro- 

From  sudden  and  uii- 

.  provided  death, 

Ab  insidiis  diaboli, 

From  Ihe  deceits  of  the 

devil. 

Ab  ira,  odio,  et  omni 

From    anger,    hatred, 

raala  voluntite, 

and  all  ill-will, 

A  spiritu  foriiicationis, 

From  the  spirit  of  for- 

Afulguteettempestale,        From     lightning     and 


From  everlasting  death. 
Through  the  mystery  of 

thy  holy  incarnation,  Q 
Through  thy  coming,  ^ 
Through  thy  nativity,  a 
Through   thy    baptism-5^ 

and  holy  fasting,  g. 
Through  thy  cross  and! 

passion,  '2 

Through  thy  death  and  § 

Through  thy  holy  ta- 


Per  baptisi 
turn  jejunium  tu 

Per  mortem  et  sepul- 

Per  sanctmn  n 

Per  ddmirabilem  ascen' 


Through  ihy  admirable 


In  die  judieii, 
Peccatores,  Te  rogamus 


Through  the  eomii  g  of 
the  Holy  Ghosi  the 
Comforter, 

In    the    day   of  judg- 
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Vt  nobis  jiircas, 
Ut  nobis  intlulgeas, 
Ut  ad  Teram  pteniten- 

tiam   nos  penlueere 

dimieris, 
Ut     Ecelesiam     tuam. 


:e  digneris, 
(Jt  dominum  Apoatoli- 

B  Ordiiies  in 


■Jt 


seEo- 


clesiie  hiimiliare  di 


cordiam  donare  dig- S^ 

Ut  cancto  po  jjulo  Chns 
tiMio  pacem  et  imiUi- 
tem  largiri  digneri'J, 


fortare  e 
digneris, 
V'  mentes  nosttaa  ad 
ftislestia      desideria 


tema  bona  retribuas, 

Dt  animas  nostras,  fra- 

trum,  propinqiiorum, 

et  lenefactorum  nos 


That  thou  sparo  uB, 
That  thou  pardon  us. 
That  thou  vouch saff!  tc 


That  thou  vouchsafe  M 
govern  aud  preservo 
thy  holy  (^Imruh, 

That  thou  vouchsafe  to 
preserve  ourapoato 
lie  prelate,  and  all 
ecclesiastical  Orders 
in  holy  religion,  g 

That  thou  vouchsafe  ? 
to  humble  the  ene-? 
mies  of  the  holy^ 
Church,  3, 

That,  thou  vouchsafe  to  ~. 
give  peace  and  trueg 
concord  to  Ciiristiang 
Kings  and  Princesj  ^ 

That  thou  iouch?de  to  ^ 
grant  peai-einH  unity  « 
to  all  Chrntim  peo- 
pie. 

That  thou  voiichsifa  to 

us  in  Ihy  holy  ser- 

That  Ihou  hit  up  out 
mmda  to  heavenly 
desires, 

That  thou  reudpr  eter 
nal  good  tl  mrs  to  all 
our  benefiLlors, 

Ih-it  thou  deliver  oat 
souls,  and  those  of 
our  bre'hten,   kins- 


Ct  omnibuB  fidelihus  ^ 
defiinetia  requiem  | 
(Eternani  doiiare  dig-  B 


Fill  Dei, 

Agnus  Dei,  qui  tollis  pec- 

cata  mundi,  Parce  iw- 

Ms.  Doming. 

Agnus  Dei,  qui  tollis  pec- 
cata  mundi,  Exaudt 
no3,  Domine. 

Agnus  Dei,  qui  tollis  pec- 
cata  mundi,  Miserere 

Christe  audi  noa.  Christe 
exaudi  noa.  Kyrie  elei- 
son.  Christe  eleison. 
Kyrie  eleison.      Paier 


folks,  and  benefac- 
tors,    from    eternal^ 
damnation,  * 

That  thou  vouchsafe  to  3 
give  and  preserve  the  S 
fruits  of  the  earth,      S- 

That  thou  vouchsafe  to  Si 
give  eternal  rest  to« 
all  the  faithful  de-S 
parted,  §" 

That  thou  vouchsafed 
graciousiy  (o  heat  us,  S 

Son  of  God, 

Lan.b  of  God,  who  taliosl 
away  the  sins  of  the 
world.    Spare    as,     0 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takest 
away  the  sins  of  the 
world.  Graciously  hear 
us,  O  Lord, 

Lamh  of  God,  who  taliest 
away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  have  mercy  on  us, 

Christ,  hear  us.  Christ, 
graciously  hear  us. 
Lord, have  mercy  on  us. 
Christ,  have  nierey  on 
us.  Lord,  have  mercy 
on  us.     Our  Father,  i» 


I  indueas         V  Andleidusnoiinto 

lemptalion 
a  DOS    a         R    But  duliverus  from 

evil      Amen 


_;oogic 


z  -6;; 


ATertantur 
et  enibeBcant,  *qui  volunt 
mibi  mala. 

Avertantur  statim  era 
beacenles,  "qui  dieunt 
mihi,  Euge,  Euge. 

Bxulteiit  et  loitentvtr  in 
le  omnes  qui  quierunt  te, 
•et  dicant  semper  ;  mag- 
nificetur  Dominus,  quidi- 
liguiit  salutare  tuum. 

Ego 
pauper 

AdiutoT  meus,  et  libe- 
rator mens  es  tu ;  *Do- 

Gloria  Patri,  &c. 

V,  Salroa  fac  servos 
tnos.  R.  Deus  raeus  epe- 
rantea  in  te.  V.  Esto  no- 
bis Domine  turris  fottitu- 
dinis.  R.  A  facie  ini- 
micL  V.  Nihil  proliciat 
inimicus  in  nobis.  R.  £t 
Alius  iniquitatis  non  appo- 
nat  nocera  nobis.  V.Do- 


eata  nostra  facias  nobis. 
B,  Neqoe  secundum  ini- 
quitatcs  nostras  retribuas 
nobis.  V.  Oremus  pro 
PontifoenusuojV.  R.Do- 


histe  to  help  me  Lei 
them  be  confo  inded  and 
ashamel  'Ihat  seek  my 
soul  Let  them  be  turned 
backward,  and  blush  foi 
shame  *that  desire  evil» 
to  me  Let  them  be  pre- 
sently turned  awij  blush- 
ing for  shame  ''il  at  aay 
to  me,  'tis  well,  'tis  well. 
Let  all  that  seek  thee  re 
joice,  and  he  glad  in  thee, 
"and  let  such  as  iove  thy 
salvation  say  always,  the 
Lord  be  magnified.  But 
I  am  needy  and  poor,  "O 
God,  help  me.  Thou  art 
my  helper  and  my  deli- 
verer :  "0  Lord,  make  no 


Glory  be  to  the  Father, 


V,  Save  tliy  s 
R.  Trasting  in  thee,  O  my 
God.  V.  Be  unto  us,  0 
Lord,  a  tower  of  strength. 
R.  From  the  face  of  the 
enemy.  V,  Let  not  the 
enemy  prevail  agahist  ua 
at  all.  R.  Nor  the  son  of 
iniquity  have  any  power 
to  hurt  us.  V.  0  Lord, 
deal  not  with  us  accord- 
ing to  our  sins.  R.  Nei- 
ther reward  us  aeeording 
to  rar  iniquities.  V.  Let 
us  pray    for    our   chief 
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tDinaa      nssrvef,  eum,  et  Bishop  iV.     R.  Out  Lord 

fi           m,  et  beatum  preserve    him,  and  give 

fa        e  min  terra,  etnon  him  life,  and  malte  him 

d             in  animamin.-  blessed  upon   earth,  and 

m         m  ejus.     V.  Ore-  deliver  him  not  to  the  will 

m       p       benefactoribLiB  of  his  enemies.     V.  Let 

no      a      R.    Retribuete  ua  pray  for  our  benefac- 

d    na  e  Domine  omnibus,  tors.     R.    Vouchsafe,  O 

n  b      ha     facinntibus,  Lord,  for  thy  name's  sake, 

propter  nomen  tuum,  vi-  to   reward  with    eternal 

tarn  reternam.  V.  Oremus  life   all  them  who    have 

pro  fidelLbus  defunclis.  R.  done  us  good.   V.  Let  ua 

Requiem   leteruam    dona  pray  for  the  faithful  de- 

eis  Domine,  et  lux  per-  parted.     R.  Eternal  rest 

petua  iucoat  eia.    V.  Re-  give  to   them,  O   Lord  ; 

quiescant   in    pace.      R.  and    let    perpetual   light 

Amen.    V.  Pro  fratribus  shine  upon  them.  V.  mW 

nostris    absentibus.      R.  they  rest  in  peace.     R. 

Salvos  fae  servos   tuos.  Amen,  V.  For  oiir  absent 

Deusmeussperantesinte.  brethren.    R.  Gray  God, 

v.    Slilte     els     Domine  save  thy  servants  trusting 

auxilium  do  aancto.     R.  in  thee.     V.  Send  them 

Et  de  Sion  tueie  eos.  V.  help,  O  Lord,  fiom  thy 

Doniine  exaudi  oraiionem  holy  place.   R.  And  from 

meam.      R.    Et    clamor  Sion  protect  them.  V.  O 

meus  ad  te  veniat.  Lord,   hear  my    prayer. 
R.  And  let  my  cry  come 

Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  whose  property  is  always  to  have  mercy, 
and  to  spare,  receive  our  petition ;  that  we,  and  itll 
thy  servants  who  are  bound  by  the  chain  of  sins,  may 
hy  the  compassion  of  thy  goodness  mercifully  be  ab- 
solved. 

Hear,  we  beseecli  thee,0  Lord,  the  prayers  of  the 
suppliant,  and  pardon  the  sins  of  them  that  confess 
to  tiiee ;  that  in  thy  bounty  thou  mayest  both  give  tu 
pardon  and  peace. 
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Oipi  of  thy  elemeney,  O  Lord,  show  thy  unspeak- 
able mercy  to  as,  that  so  thou  majest  both  acquit  us 
af  our  sins,  and  deUrer  us  from  the  punistunenta  wa 
deserve  for  them. 

O  God,  who  by  sin  art  offended,  and  by  penance 


It  chief  Bishop,  and  direct  him  at 
ing  to  thy  clemency,  into  the  way  of  everlasting  saU 
Yation ;  that  by  tliy  grace  lie  may  desire  those  things 
that  aie  agreeable  to  thee,  and  perform  them  with  ^1 
his  strength. 

O  G  on,  from  whom  are  all  holy  desires,  right  coun- 
sels, and  just  works,  give  to  thy  servants  that  peace 
which  the  world  cajinot  give  ;  Chat  both  our  hearts 
may  be  disposed  to  keep  thy  commandments,  and  the 
fear  of  enemies  being  removed,  the  times  by  thy  pro 
tection  may  be  peaceable. 

Inflame,  0  Lord,  our  reins  and  hearts  with  the  fire 
of  thy  holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  serve  thee  with  a 
chaste  body,  and  please  thee  with  a  clean  heart. 

O  Gon,  the  Creator  and  Redeemer  of  all  the  faith- 
ful, give  to  the  souls  of  thy  servants  departed  the  re- 
mission of  all  their  sins ;  that  through  pious  supplica- 
tions they  may  obtain  the  pardon  which  they  have 
always  desired 

Phevbnt,  we  oeseech  thee,  O  Lord,  our  actions  by 
thy  holy  inspirations,  and  carry  ihem  on  by  thy  gra- 
cious assistance ;  that  every  prayer  and  work  of  oura 
may  begin  always  from  thee,  and  by  thee  be  happily 
ended. 

0  Almiohty  and  Eternal  God,  who  hast  dominion 
ever  the  living  and  the  dead,  and  art  merciful  to  all 
whom  thou  foreknowest  shall  be  thine  by  faith  and 
(!^od  works ;  we  humbly  beseech  thee  that  they,  for 
whom  we  have  determined  to  olTer  up  our  praver* 
whether  this  world  stil!  detains  them  m  the  flesh,  oi 


(he  world  to  ;ome  has  already  received  them 
their  bodies,  may  b^  the  clemency  of  thy  goodi 


It  of 


thy  saints  laKtrneAiag  for  them,  obtain  pardon  and  full 
remission  of  aQ  their  sins,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  tliy  Son,  who  liveth  and  reigneth,  &o.  Amen. 

V.  0  Lord,  hear  my  prayer. 

R.  And  let  my  cry  come  unto  tliee. 

V.  May  the  Almighty  tuid  moat  merciful  Lord  gra- 
cioasly  hear  us.     R.  Amen. 

V.  And  may  the  aouls  of  ttie  faithful  departed, 
tlirough  the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace.     R.  Ai/an 


VESPERS  ON  SUNDAYS. 


Onr  Esther  and  Hail  Mar] 


■  ailence. 


V,  Decs  in  adjutorium 
meum  intende. 

R.  Domine  ad  adjuvan- 
dumme  festina. 
_  V.  GloriaPalri,  etFi- 
lio  etSpiritui  Sancto.  Si- 
out  erat  in  principio,  et 
nunce,  et  semper,  et  in 
Bieculasaiciilorum.  Amen. 
Alleluia. 


Wotk,  insles/c/Al 


V.  Inclihb  unto  my 
aid,  0  God. 

R.  0  Lord,  make  haste 

V.  Glory  be  to  the  Fa- 
ther, and  to  tlie  Son,  and 
to  the  Holy  Ghost.  As  il 
'n-as  in  the  beginning,  is 
now,  and  ever  sl)all  ba, 
world  without  end  Amen. 
AHeiuia. 

in  Hoi; 


Laus  tibi  Domine,  Rex 
■<mn.  slori.. 
Anl.  Dixit  Dominus. 

btPoKhalTmi  the  only  AnUic 


Praise  be  1o  thee,  0 
Lfird,  King  of  eterna 
glory. 

Anth.   The  Lord  said 


::inCoOglc 


I  at  mf 
'Until  1 


3.  Virgin  virtiitis  tuie 
eniittet  Dominus  e^  Sion  ■ 
*dnmmars  in  medio inimi 

4    Tecum    pnnpipjum 

splendoribua   sancton  m 


Don  pfpnitebit 
es  SaoerdoB  in 
Becundum  ordinera  Mel 


7  Judicafait  in  nalioni 
hiis,  implebit  minaa ;  * 
conqiiassabit  capita  in  ter- 
ra multorum. 

e.  De  torrente  in  via 
bibet :  "propterea  exalta- 
bi*  ^aput. 


GIo' 


a  Patri,  &o. 


1.  The  Tiord  said  Uj 
Lord ;  "Sit  thou  ; 
right  hind. 

make  thine  enemies :  "iiia 
footstool  of  thy  feet.  3 
The  Lord  shall  send  forth 
the  sceptre  of  thy  might 
from  Sion  •  "rule  thou  in 
the  midst  of  thine  ene- 
mies 4  fhine  shall  be 
the  sovereignty  in  the 
day  of  tliy  might  in  the 
br  ghtness  of  the  saints : 
*from  the  womb  before 
the  day  "tar  I  begot  thee. 
5  The  Lord  hath  sworn, 
and  he  mil  not  repent: 
*thou  art  a  priest  for  ever 
according  to  the  order 
of  Melchisedech  6  The 
Lord  on  thy  right  hand, 
*hath  eruahed  kings  in  the 
day  of  his  wrath  7.  He 
shall  iudge  the  nations,  he 
shall  accomplish  i/leir 
ruin :  *he  shall  crush 
lieads  in  the  land  of  many. 
8,  He  shall  drink  of  the 
brook  in  the  way ;  'there- 
fore shaU  he  raise  up  hta 

Glory,  &e. 
^nih.  The  Lord  eald  wm» 
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t ,  CoNPl  TEBOB  tibi  Do- 
miae  in  toto  curde  laeo  : 
"in  consilio  justorum,  et 
Bongregatione. 

3  Magna  opera  Domi- 
rJ  :  *  exquisita  i' 


B  ejus. 


3.  Canfesaio  et  magni- 
ficentia  opus  ejus ;  'et 
justilia  ejas  manet  in 
BtBCuliun  sffienli. 

4.  Memonam  fecit  mi- 
rabilioni  BUorura,  miseri- 
cors  et  misetator  Domi- 
nUB  :  'escam  dedit  timen' 

5.  Memor  etit  in  eiecu- 

tutem     openim    euoium 
annuntiabit  populo  buo. 

6.  Ut  del  illis  hsredi- 
tatera    Gentium :  "opera 


udicium^'''"'  "^"^^  " 

7.  Fidelia  omnia  man- 
data  ejus,  conlirmata  in 
Hieonlum  Bceculi  :  'facta  in 
reritate  et  tequitate. 

8.  Redemptioiiem  misii 
poptlo    suo :    *mandavit 


9,  Sanctnm  et  terribile 
numen  ejus ;  'inifiuWi  sa- 
pientite  timoi  iJcimini. 

10.  IiitellectDB  lionua 
unnBius  &cientibne  earn : 


1.  I  wir,L  praise  (hep, 
0  Li;rd,  with  my  wliole 
lieart :  *in  the  aasembly 
of  the  righteous,  and  in  the 
congregalion.  3,  Great 
are  the  worlisoftheLord; 
'exquisite  and  agreeable 
to  ail  his  designs.  3.  His 
work  is  his  praise  ^d 
glory;  "and  his  justice  re- 
maineth  for  ever.  4.  The 
merciful  and  gracious 
Lord  hafh  appointed  a  me- 
moria]  of  his  wonderful 
worlis :  'he  hath  given 
food  to  them  that  fear  him. 
5.  He  will  be  for  ever 
mindful  of  his  covenant : 
*the  greatness  of  hia 
works  will  he  publish  to 
his  people.  6.  To  give 
them  the  inheritance  of 
the  Gentiles  ;  *the  works 
of  his  hajids  are  truth 
andjustioe.  7  True  and 
lasting  are  all  his  ordi- 
nances, confirmed  for 
ever  and  ever  •made  in 
truth  and  justice  8  lie 
hath  sent  redemption  to 
his  people :  "he  hath  ap- 
pointed his  covenant  for 
0.  Holy  and  awl'il 


:  •the  If 


tot 


stand  it  right,  who  piuv 
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1.  Beatus  Tir  q^ui  tU  1.  Blessed  is  the  man 
met  Dominutn:  *m  man-  thatfeareth 

datis  ejus  volet  nimis.  his    comm 

2.  Potens  in  terra  erit  shall  take 
semen  ejua :  *gereratio  2.  Mighty 
rectotum  benedicetur.  b«  his  eeei 

3.  Gloria  et  divitiie  in  ration  of 
domo  ejus  :  *et  justitia  sliall  be  ble 
«jus  manet  in  saeulum  ty  and  wea 

SKculi.  his  house  :    ouu  lusii^uf 

4.  Exortum  est  in  tene-  eousness  endureth  for 
nrie,  lumen  reotis :  *mise-  ever  and  ever.  4.  He  ia 
ricors,  et  miserator,  et  risen  in  darknsss,  a  light 
Justus.  to   the   upright :    *he  ia 

5.  JuGundus  homo  qui  merciful  and  just,  com- 
miserclur  et  commodat,  passionate.  6.  Accepta- 
disponel  sermones  suos  in  ble  is  the  man  that  show 
judicio ;  "quia  in  letemurQ  eth  mercy  and  lendeth, 
non  commovebitur.  he  shall  order  his  words 

6.  In  memoria  ajtema  with  judgment ;  *and  he 
erit  Justus ;  *ab  auditione  shall  never  give  way.  6. 
mala  non  timebit.  The  righteous  man  shall 

7.  Palatum  cor  ejus  be  in  eternal  remem- 
Bperare  in  Domino,  con-  brance  :  *he  shall  not  fear 
firmatum  est  cor  ejus :  an  evil  report.  7.  Hia 
•non  commovebitur  donee  heart  is  ready  to  hope  in 
despiciat  inimicos  suos.  the   Lord  :    his  heart  is 

8.  Dispersit,  dedit  pau-  strengthened  ;  *he  shall 
peribns;  justitia  ejus  ma-  not  yield  till  he  despise 
not  in  eooulnm  ececuli :  his  enemiea.    8.  He  hatb 
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.  Peeeator  videbit,  e 

dentiiius    suis     'his   power  shidl  be  ex 
ftemet  et  tabesoet :  *de-     ailed   in  glory.     8.  Tbi 


siderium  peccatoiumpeci 


a  shall  see  ic,  and  b 
enraged ;  he  shall  gnasb 
his  teeth  and  pine  away  : 
*tha  desire  of  sicHiow 
shall  perish. 


inlh.  Lei  Ihc  name  ol 


1.  Laudate  pueri  Do- 
winum  :  *lauda.te  nonien 
Domini. 

a.  SitnomonDominibe- 
nediotuin :  *ex  hoo  nunc, 
et  nsqne  in  eaeculnm. 

3.  A  solis  ortu  usque 
tid  occasuni :  'laudabile 
Romen  Domini. 

4.  Excelsua  super  om- 
nes  gentes  Dominus :  *el 
Buper  cqIos  sloria  eius. 

5.  Qi 


1.  Praise  the  Lord,  ye 

servants    of    the   Lord: 

•praise  ye  flie  name  of  the 

Lord.  2.  Let  the  name  ot 

the    Iiord    be    blessed  ■ 

"now  and  for  evermore 

3.  From  the  rising  of  thB 

sun  to  the  setting  thereof' 

•worthy  of  praise  is  the 

name   of  the   Lord.     4. 

High  is  the  Lord  above 

ia  ejus.       all    tlis    nations  :    'and 

Domiuns    above  the  heavens  is  his 

altis    glory.    5,  Who  i 


habitat :  'et  huroilia  res-     unto  (he  Lord  c 

pjeit  in  ccelo  et  in  Ifiira  ?      who   dwelleth   on  high; 


opem;  *ctdester<M 
gpns  paupereia^ 

7.  Ut  collocet  eo 
piinotpibus :  'cum 
piiua  popuU  sui. 


and  beholdeth  what  i 
below  in  heaven,  and  on 
earth  1  S.  Who  ftoni  tht 
earth  raiseth  up  the  needy 
one :  *and  from  the  dung- 
hill lifteth   up  the   pool 
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8.  Qui  h^bitare  facii 
neiilem  ir  Jomo  :  'raa- 
Irem  fUiorum  leetontem. 


one  :  7.  To  pla;^  hin 
with  the  princes :  •with 
the  princes  of  his  people 
8.  Who  maketh  die  bar- 
ren woman  to  dwell  in  her 
house  :  "the  joyful  mother 
of  many  children. 


1.  In  esitu  Israel  de 
^gypto  :  *domus  Jacob 
de  populo  barbaro  ; 

S.  Facta  est  Judiea 
sanctifLcitio  ejus  ;  "Is- 
rael potestaa  ejus. 


\.  Monies  esultaveiunt 


5.  Quid  est  tibi  mare, 
quodfugisti!  "et  ut  Jor- 
danis,  quia 


6.  Montes  exultastis  si- 
cut  ^ni  ovium  1 

7.  A  facie  Domini  raota 
est  terra :  *a  facie  Dei 
Tacobi. 

8.  Quiconverlitpetrani 


1.  Whes  Israel  went 
out  of  Egypt :  *the  house 
of  Jacob  from  a  barbarous 
people ;  'i.  Judtea  be- 
came his  sanctuary:  */j- 
rael  his  empire.  3.  The 
sea  saw  thsTit,  and  fled ' 
the  Jordan  ran  back  to  its 
fountain-head.  4.  The 
mountains  skipped  like 
rants,  "and  the  liills  like 
the  lambs  uf  ewes.  5. 
What  ailed  thee,  O  sea, 
that  thou  didst  flee?  "and 
thou,  O  Jordan,  that  thou 
didst  run  back  to  thy  faun- 
tam-headj  6.  Ye  moiin- 
t^ns,  that  ye  skipped  liko 
rams'  *and  ye  Kills  iiki) 
the  lambs  of  ewes  1  7.  At 
the  presence  of  the  Lord 
the  earth  trembied ;  *at 
the  presence  of  the  God 
oi  Jacob.  8.  Who  changed 
the  rock  into  pools  of  wa< 
tet :  *and  the  stony  kilb 
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■on  nnbie :    *sed.  nomini 
luo  da,  gloriam 

10.  Supei  miseiicordia 

quando  die  int  Geates,  abi 

in  cibIo  :  'omnia  qutecum- 
qne  voluit,  fecit. 

13.  SimiilaGra  Gentium 
argentum  et  aurum ;  "ope- 
ra manuum  horainiun. 

13.  Os  habent,  et  non 
loquentiir :  ^ocuios  tia- 
bent,  et  non  yidebiint. 

14.  Ames  habent,  et 
non  audietit:  *iiarea  ha- 
bent, et  non  odorabunt. 

15.  Manua  habent,  et 
non  palpabunt:  pedes  lia- 
bent,  et  non  ambulabunt : 
*non  clamabitnt  in  gitlture 

16.  Similes  iilisfiant  qui 
Eaciuntea  :  *el  omnesqui 
confidunt  in  eis. 

IT.DomusIsrael  spera- 
vit  in  Domino  :  "adjutor 
eoTum,  et  protector  eorum 

18.  Domna  Aaron  spe- 
ravit  in  Domino :  *adjiJtor 
eorum,  et  protector  eorum 

19.  Qui  timent  Domi- 
nvim  speiaverunt  in  Do- 
mino ;  "adjutor  eormn,  et 
Motector  eorum  est. 

30.    Dominus    memor 
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into  founlaiuB  ol   natei. 

9.  Not  to  us,  0  Lot; ,  nol 
to  us  ;  *but  unto  tiiy  own 
name  give  all  the  gfory, 

10.  For  thy  mercy's  saiie, 
and  for  thy  sure  promise  t 
"never  let  the  Genlilei 
say,  Where  now  is  their 
God?  11.  ForourGodia 
in  heaven :  *he  hath  done 
all  things  whatsoever  he 
pleased.  IQ.  The  idok 
of  the  Gentiles  are  but 
silver  and  gold :  *the 
works  of  liie  hands  of 
men.  13.  They  have 
mouths,but  they  shall  not 
apealt ;  *they  have  eyes, 
but  they  shall  not  see. 
14.  They  have  ears,  but 
they  shall  not  heai:  *they 
have  nostrils,  but  they 
shall  not  smell.  15.  They 
have  lianda,  but  they  shall 
not  feel ;  they  have  feet, 
but  they  shall  not  walk : 
"neither  shall  they  cry 
out  with  their  throat.  16. 
Let  those  that  make  them, 
become  like  unto  thein, 
*and  all  that  put  their 
trust  in  them.  1".  The 
house  of  Israel  hath  hoped 
in  the  Lord  ;  *he  is  their 
help,  and  their  protocuir. 
18.  The  house  of  Aaron 
hath  hoped  in  the  Lord : 
"he  is  their  help  and  their 
protector.    19.  Thoy  who 
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436  VESPER! 

ftiit  noBtti :  'tt  benedixit  fear  the  Lord,  have  hoped 

Dobis.  in  the  Lord  ;  "he  ia  tlieii 

21.  Deiiedixitdoniuils-  help,  and  their  protector, 

rael ;    'benedixil    domui  20.  The  Ivord  hath  been 

Aaron.  niindfLiI  of  us:  *and  hath 

33.  Benedixit  omnibus  blessed  us.     31.  He  hath 

qui  timent  Dominum  :  *  blessed  the  hou.se  of  Is- 

piisillia  cum  majoribus.  raeh  'he  hath  bles>sed  the 

23.  Adjiciat   Dominus  house  of  jiaron.     22.  He 

super  V09  :  "anpec  vos  et  hath  Wessed  all  who  fear 

super  lilios  vestroa.  the  Lord :  •the  little  with 

d4.    Benedict!    vos    a  the  sreat.     23.  May  the 

Domino  : 'qui  fecit  offilum  Lord  still  heaji  his  ilesx- 

et  lerram.  ings  on  you  ;    on  you  and 

05.  Ciekm  Cffili  Domi-  on  your  children.   34.  Be 

ao :  'terram  auteni  dedit  ye  blessed  by  the  Lord  : 

filiis  hominum.  'who  made  both  heaven 

9B.  Non  mortui  kuda-  and  earth.     35.  The  hea- 

bunt  te  Domine;  "neque  ven    of   heavens    is   the 

IS  qui  descendunt  in  Lord's    abode:   *but   the 


mfernuin. 

earth  he  has  given  to  tlie 

37.  Sed  no3  qui  vivi- 

sons  of  men.      20.   The 

raus,  henedieimus  Domi- 

dead  shall  not  praise  thee. 

0  Lord :  *nor  any  of  those 

in  SEEcuIum. 

who   are  ffone   down   to 
hell.  37.  But^ve,  whoiire 

alive,    bless    the    Lord  . 

•now,  and  for  evermore. 

Jim  Nos  qui  vivknus  bene- 

^nlh.  We    wlio    arc   alive, 

dlciniiia  Doniliin, 

WisB  I  he  Lon!. 

Innlead  cf  Ike  faregoing,  IheJollMdng  Is  occaaimaUs  sung 

1.  L*.uD.\TE  Dominnm         1.  Praise  the  Lord  all 

)mnes  gentes :    "laudate  ye   nations :  "praise  Viiia 

;um  omnes  populi.  ,  all  people. 

3.  Quaniam  confirmaCa!         3.  Because  hts  tnercf 

1st  super  nos  miseriwir-  is    confirmed   upon    ub 
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The  little  chapter.    2  Cor.  1. 

Benedictus   Deus,   et  Blessed   be   the   Gnd 

PatBr  Domini  nostri  Jesu  and  Father  of  our  Lord 

Christi,  Pater  miserioor-  Jesuis  Christ,  the  I'ather 

diariMn,    et   Deus    totiua  of  mercies,  andGodofs'J 

consolalionis,  i^ui  conso-  consolation,  who  comfor;- 

latvir  nos  in  omni  tiibula-  eth  us  in  all  our  tribula- 

tione  nostra.  tions. 

R.  Deo  gratias  R.  Thanks  be  to  God. 

Tfte  '^VMN,  Lhcis  Creator. 

Lncis  Creator  optinie, 
Luoem  dierum  proferens, 
Primordiia  lucis  novre, 
Mundi  parens  origineni. 

Qni  mane  junctum  ves- 
Diem  voeari  pifeoipis. 
Illabitur  etrum  chaos  ; 
Audi  precea  cam  fletibua. 

Ne  mens  gravata  cri- 
Vitfe  sit  exul  piunere ; 


CftEATOB  of  the  radiant 
light, 
Diriding  day  from  sable 

Who  with    the    light's 

bright  origin, 
Thewnrld'soroationdidat 

Who  of  the  morn  and 

er'ning  ray 
Mad'st  measur'd  light  and 

call'd  it  day ; 
Black    night    begins    to 

cloud  the  spheres, 
Vouchsafe    to    hear  our 

sighs  and  tears. 
Whilst  with  otir  crime* 

we  btrden'd  are, 
And  fall'n  a  prey  to  Sa- 


Dum  nil  perenne  oogitat  Whilst  fading  pleasures 
us  deceive, 

Beseque  calpis  illigat.  Let   not   our    sods    oui 

bodies  leave. 
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CoJesle    uhet ostium:         Let  us   at  heaven  foi 
mercy  I; nock, 
Viiale  tollat  I'lsmium;         Let  us  the  gates  of  life 

unlock  ; 
Vitemus  omne  noxium ;        Whatevei's  evil  let  us  flv, 
Purgemus    omne    pessi-     And  punish  past  iniquity. 

PrsBSU,  Pater  piissime;  Most  clement  Falher, 
lend  thine  ear, 

Patrique  compar  Uaiee;  Co-equal  Son,  receive  our 
prayer  : 

Cum  Spiritu  Paiaclito,         O  holy  Spirit,   hear  our 

Regnans  per  omne  sieeii-  Who  reign  all  three  eter- 

lum.  Amen.  nally.  Amnn. 

V.  Diragatur  Domine,  V.  Let  my  prayer  aa- 

oratio  mea.  cend,  0  Lord, 

E.  Sicut  incensum  in  R.  Like  inucnse  in  thjr 

conspecta  tuo.  sight. 

The  HsMN,  Iste  Confessor. 

Ibte  confessor  Domini,  Turp  Christ  s  Confes- 

colentea  "ir,  whose    great 

Qnempie  laudant  populi  Thii  faithful  through  the 

per  orbem  :*  world  proclaim,* 

Hac   die   Itetus,    meruit  With  glory  did  this  day 

beatas  ascend 

Seandere  sedes.  To  joys  thatneverend. 
IJil  be  ml  Ihf  Daij  ofh!a  Decease,  can  from' 

Hac  die  tetus  meruit  su-  Deserves  that  we   should 

ptemos  on  this  day 

Laudis  honores  The  liighest  praises 
pay; 

Qui  pins,  prudens,  hu-  A  pious  prudence,  ac- 

mi.is,  pudicus,  tions  mild, 

Sobciam  duxit   sine  labe  Chaste  manners,  not  wili 

( Msm.  Climes  defiled. 


.,ooqIc 


Dunec  tunianos  aniniavit 

Ciijus  ob  prsestana  me- 

ritum  frequenter, 

JSgraquie  passim  jacuere 

membra, 
Viribus  morbi  domltia  sa- 
luti 
RestituuntuT. 

Noster  hino  illi  chorus 


Concinit  laudem  celebres- 

que  palmas  ; 
Ut  piis  ejus  praoibus  ju- 

Omneperi 

Sit  sslas  illi,  decus,  at- 

Qui  super  cteli 

Totius  mundi  se 
bernat 

Amen. 
V.  Justum  deduxit  Do- 

R.  Et  ostendit  illi  reg- 
num  Dei. 
.^n^.  Amavit  • 


Adorn'd  hia  sober  life,  till 

Deprived  him  of 
Ivis  breaih. 
His  holy  deeds  did  Goa 

That    ulcers,  paiua,  and 

each  disease, 
Obey'd  Itim,  ai:d  by  pow'r 
divine 

Their  place  to 
health  resign. 
For  this  we  pious  Iro- 

And     sing    this    solemn 

hymn  of  praise  ; 

That  by  his  prayers  th' 

Amighty  may 

Hia  grace  to  us 
convey. 
To  him  be  glory,  pow- 
er, and  fame, 
Who    rules   the   world's 
well-order'd  frame ; 
And  fills  the  bright  celes- 
tial throne, 

Mya.eriouB  three 

and  one.  Amen. 

V.  The  Lord  hath  led 

the  just  man  through  right 

R.  And  shown  him  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

Anth.  The  Lord  loved 
him,  and  adcrned  him ;  he 
cJothod  him  with  a  robt 
of  glory,  and  crowned  hiij 
at  the  gates  of  paradise. 
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TEBFERS  ON  SUHDATI. 


i%e  SoNB  of  the  B.  V.  Mart,  Luke  i.  16. 

1.  MiGNiKiCAT  *anima  1.  My  soul  doth  *)n3f 
mea  Domitium :  nif;  the  Lord  :     S.  Ana 

2.  Etexultavit spiritus  ray  spirit  hath  rejoiced' 
meua :  "in  Deo  salutari  *in  God  my  Saviour.  3, 
Dieo.  For  he  hath  looked  down 

on  his  lowly  handmaid  : 
*for  behold  from  heuce- 


5   A 


brachio  di 

euperhos  m 

T.Dep  te 

8.  Esu 

bonis :  *et  divites  dumsit 

9.  Snsoepit  Israel  pue- 
nim  suum  :  •recorihitus 
misericordiffi  suie, 

10.  Stent  locutna  est 
ad  patres  nostros :  *Abra- 


Gluria  Fatri,  Re- 


raised up  the  lowly  ones. 
8.  He  hath  filled  the 
hungry  with  good  things : 
*but  the  rich  he  hath  sent 
empty  away,  9.  He  hath 
upholden  his  servant  Is- 
rael r  *being  mindful  of 
his  mercy.  10.  As  he 
promised  to  our  Fathers : 
*to  Abraham  and  his  seed 
for  ever. 
Glory,  &c. 
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Wiem  Ciristatas-day  to  Ih  :  Oetave-daij  of  (Se  Ejiipioijjr. 

AoESTE  FlDELESl. 

mi  ■iTivTTY  op  oDB  LOBD.  WiTH  heatts  truljf  gTatefiil 

^niftns.  Come,  all  ye  faitliful,   [hem, 

ACESTE,  fictelea !  To  Jesus,  to  Jesiia  in  Belhle- 

Lxti  tiiumphantes,  See  Clirisl  your  Saviour, 

Venite,  vetiila  in  Bethlehem,  Heaven's  greatest  favour. 

Natum  videte  Let's  h&ten  to  Dilare  him, 

Begem  atigelorum.  Let's  hasten  to  ailote  him, 

Venite,  acloremos;  Let's  hasten  to  adore  him. 

Venite,  adoremue  Dominum.  out  GtA  and  King. 

Denm  do  Deo,  God  lo  God  equal. 

Lumen  ile  lumjne.  Light  of  light  elcrna! ; 

Gostant  puellie  viscera.  Carried  in  rirgm's  ever  spotlosa 

DBUmverum  He  all  preceded,        [womhi 

Cenituin  nou  faclom.  Begoiten,  not  created. 

Venite,  6cc.  Let's  hasten,  &c. 


Chorus  angelonim.  Loud  theit  voices  raising  , 

Cajitetnuncaulactelesliiiin,  The  heav'niy  mansions   with 

Gloria  joy  nov»  ring. 

In  excelsis  Deo ;  To  him  vvho's  most  holy, 

Venite,  &c.  ■         Be  honour,  praise,  and  glory. 

Let's  hasten,  &c. 

Die  liodiema.  To  Jeaus,  this  day  bom, 

Jesu  tibi  sil  giraia.  Graleful  homage  return ; 

Palris  telarni  'Tis  he,  who  all  heav-nly  gifta 

.  Verijum  caro  Tactuni  Word incrF aled,  [doeahring 

Venite,  &c  To  our  flesh  united. 

Let's  hasten,  &c. 

We  joyfully  singing. 
Grateful  tributes  bringing, 

Praise  him,  and  bless  hun  li 
heav'nly  hymns, 
AngeJs  implore  him. 
Seraphs  faH  before  him. 

Thea  e'er  let  us  adore  him-™ 


B>  Google 
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Salve  Resina. 

8alte  Regina,  mater  mi-  Ha:;.,  hijipy  Queen,  t'non 

sericordiee ! — yita,  dul-  nteroy's  parent,  hail ! 

cedo,  et   spes    nostra  Life,  hop«,  and  comfort  irf 

salve !  this  earthy  vale. 

Ad  le  elamanma,  exules  To  thee  we  Eva's  wretuh- 

lilii  HeviE.  ed  children  cry, 

Ad  te  suspiramus  gemen-  In  sighs  and  tears  to  thea 

"            '     '  e  suppliants  fly. 

<ert  thy  love, 

illos  tnos  misericordes  And  let  our  vows  those 

ooulos  adnos  converte.  eyes  of  pily  move. 

Et     Jesum     benedicturo  O  sweet !  O  pioua  maid ! 

fructum    ventris     tui,  for  us  obtain, 

nobis  post  hoc  exilium  For  us,  who  long  have  in 

ostende,  our  exile  Iain, 

0  clemenB,  To  see  thy  infant  Jesus 

O  pia,  and  with  him  to  reign. 

O  dulcis  Virgo  Maria. 

V.  Ora  pro  nobis  sancta  V.  Pray  for  u3,0  holy 

Pei  genitrix.  Mother  of  God. 

R.  Ut  digni  efficiamnr  R.    That  we    may  be 

ptomissionibus  Christi.  rnade  worthy  of  the  pro 
mises  of  Christ. 
From  Advent  to  the  Purification. 

Ai,MAR«demptoriaMater,  Mother  of  Jesus,   ken 

qufe  pervia  cieli  porta  yen's  open  gate, 

manes, 

Et  Stella  maris,  succurre  Star  of  the  Sea,  suppoi' 

cadenti :  the  falling  stale 

Surgereqai curat populo;  Of  mortals;  thou,  whose 

tu  qtue  genuisti,  womb  thy  Maker  bote, 

Katara     mirante     tuum  And  yet,  strange  thing !  ■ 

sanctum  genitorem  :  Virgil),  as  before ; 
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^ugo  priiis  ac  pasterliis, 
Galirieiis  ab  ore, 

Sumena  illud  Ave,  yeoci-  Repenting  sinners  by  thy 
Kirum  miserere.  prayers  relieve  : 

V.     Angelas     Domini         7,  The   angel  of  the 

imntiavit  Mariie.  Lord  declared  to  Mary. 
R.  El  concepit  da  Spi-         J!.  And  she  conceived 

ritu  Sanclo.  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

After  the  Purification. 

Ate  Resina. 

Ave  regina  cielorura,  Hail  Mary !  Queen  of 

heavenly  spheres, 
Ave  dominaangelornm.       Hail,  whom  the  angelic 

Salve  radix,  salve  porla,      Haii,  fruitful  root !  Hail, 

saered  gale, 

Ei  qua   mundo   Ins   est    Whence  the  world's  light 

orta ;  derives  its  date ; 

Gaude  virgo  gloriosa,  0  glorious  Maid !  with 

beauty  blest ! 

Super  omnes  speciosa :        May  joys  eternal  fill  thy 

breast  1 
Vale,  0  valde  decora.  Thus  crown'd  with  beauty 

and  with  joy, 
Gt  pro  nobis  Christum  ex-     Thy  prayers  for  us,  with 
ora.  Christ  employ, 

V,  Vouchsafe,  O  sa- 
cred Virgin,  to  accept  my 
praises. 

R.   Give  me  strength 
against  thy  enemies. 
From  Holi/  Saturday  till  Trinity-Eve. 
Regina  c(eii. 
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Quia  quem  mniuisti  por- 

tare,  Alleluia. 
Resurrexit  sicut  dmt,  AI- 

Ora  pro  nobis  Deum,  AI- 

V    Gaiiile    et  lasCare 
Virgo  Maria,  Alleluia. 

R.   Quia  surrexit  Do- 
minus  vere,  Alleluia. 

Hymns  for 

Panoe  lingua  gloriosi. 
Corpnris  mysterium, 
Sanguinisqua  pretiiisi 
Quem  in  mundi  pretium, 
Pniotus  ventris  generosl, 
Rex  effudit  gentium. 

Nobis  datus,  nobis  na- 


Et  in  mundo 
Sparse  Terbi  eemine, 
Soi  moras  incolatus 
Uiiu  clausit  ordine ! 


The  sacred  infant,  born  el 

thee,  Alleluia. 
Return  in  glory  from  the 

tomb,  Alleluia. 
And  with  thy  learspre  vent 
our  doom.  Alleluia. 
V.  Rejoice  and  be  glad, 
O  Virgin  Mary,  Alleluia. 
R.  For  the  Lord  is  truly 
risen.     Alleluia. 
Benediction. 


SiNO,  O   my   tongue, 

adore  and  praise 

The  depth  of  God's  mys- 

How  Christ,  the  world's 

great  King,  bestow'd 

His  fesh  conceal'd  in  hu- 

And    left    manldnd     the 

blood  that  paid 
The  ransom  for  the  souls 

he  made. 
Given  from  above,  and 

born  for  man, 
From  virgin  chaste  his  life 

began: 
He  liv'd  on  earth,  and 

preach'd  to  sow 
The  seeds  of  heav'nly  love 

Then   seai'd  bis  missirji 

from  above 
With  strange  effects  of 

power  and  love  1 
Twas  on  that  er'nin^ 

when  tho  iiai 
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KecHmbenscumfiatiibua 
Obsetvata  lege  plena 
CibiiS  in  legaiibus, 
Cibum  tEuliie  d 
Se  dat  siiis  manibus 

Viirbo      n  n    ffi 

Fitq  { 

El  d  (i 

&A  ficmandum  coi 

Sola  fides  anfficit. 

Tantum    eigo    s^.cra- 
Venereinur  cerniai : 
Et    antiquum   docunien- 
Novo  cedat  ritui ; 
Prfestet  fides  suppleiren- 
Sensuum  defQ<;tui. 

Genilori  Genitoque 
Lans  et  jubilatio : 
B^UB,  banca,  vitlas  quo- 


Andm 


itmysteiicusEap- 


When  Christ  with  his  dis- 

To  close  the  law  with  1ft. 
gal  meat ; 

Then  to  the  twelve  him- 
self be3tow'd 

With  his  own  hands  to  ba 
their  food. 
The  Word  made  flesh 
for  love  of  man, 

His  word  turns  bread  to 
flosh  again, 

And  wins  to  blood,  un- 
seen by  sense. 

By  virtue  of  omnipotenca : 

And  here  the  faithful  real 
secure, 

Whilst  God  can  Touoh,- 
and  faith  insure. 
To  this 


And  faith  for  all  defect* 

supply. 
Whilst  sense  is  losl  in 

aiystery. 
To  God  the  Father  bom 

of  none. 
To  Christ  his  co-oteiiud 

Son, 
And  Holy  Ghost,  vhose 

equal  rays 
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Sitet  benedictio; 

Procedenti  ab  utroque, 

Compar     sit     laudatio. 

V.    Panem     de    cndo 
liixatitisti  eis.  Alleluia. 


From   both   proceed,   be 

equal  praise  ; 
One  honour,  jubilee,  and 

Tor  ever  bless  his  glorious 
name.  Amen. 

V.  Thou  hast  given 
them  bread  from  heaven. 
AUel. 

E.  Abounding  with 
whatever  ia  delicious, 
Alld. 


The  Prayer. 


Bkus,  qui  nobis  sub 
',0  mirabili  passio- 


0  God,  who  in  this 
wonderful  sacrament  hast 
left  us  a  memorial  of  thy 
passion :  grant  us  so  to 
reverence  the  sacted  mys- 
teries of  thy  sacred  body 
and  blood,  that  our  soala 
ftuctum  nobis  jugiter  may  be  always  sensible 
Qui  vivis.  of  me  fruit  of  thy  redemp- 

tion.    Who  iivest. 


quisti ;  tribue,  qussumus, 
ita  nos  corporis  et  sangui- 
■   '        ramysteria 
redemptic 


0  SALUTABiaHostia!  O    Satino     Host,    that 

Heaven's  gate 
Qute  Cieli  pandis  ostium :     Laid'st  open  at  bo  dear  a 

BeLa  premmit  hostilia ;        Intestine  wars  invade  ui.i 
breast ; 

Da  lobur,  fer  auxilium.        Be  thou  our  strength,  gup- 
port,  and  rest. 
Uui  trinoqua  Domino,        ToGodthePathor  and 
the  Son, 


-..OOgk 
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Sit  Bempiterna  gloria ; 

And  Holy  Spirit.  ThiM 

in  One, 
Ee  endless  praise :   may 

HE  above. 
With  life  eternal   crown 

our  love. 

Qui  vitam  sine  termino, 

Noliisdonet  inpatria. 

Paijis  At 

iCELICnS 

Pamis  angelicus  fit  pa- 

The  bread  of  angels. 

nis  hominum : 

bread     of    man     i> 

made; 

Dal  panis  caclicus  figuris 

The  truth  and  sabstanco 

teniiitiuni : 

now    exclude     the 

sha^e. 

O  res  mirabiUa '.  nianducat 

0  strange  effects  of  love  t 

Bominum 

the  sov'reign  God 

Pauper,  secvus  et  hu- 

Becomes  the  poor's,  the 

milis. 

slave's,  the  sinner's 

food. 

Te,  trina  Beitas  una- 

0   Thiee  in   One,  vra 

que,  poseirDua, 

humbly  thee  implore, 

Sic  nos  fu  visita,  sicut  le 

To  manifest  thyself  as  we 

coiimns ; 

adore : 

Per  tuas  semitas  due  nos 

By  thy  own  ways  instruct 

quo  tendimus, 
Ad  luoem  quam  inhabi-     To  lind  tb'  abyss  of  light, 
taa.     Amen.  in  which  thou dwell'st 

V.  Posuit  fines  tuos  V.  He  bafh  placed 
pacem.    AMeluia.  peace  in  the  borders.  Al- 

leluia. 

R.  El  adipe  frumeiili  R.  And  filled  thee  with 
(atiat  te.     Alleluia.  the  fat  of  corn.  AUeluift. 

Ek)CE  panis  angelorum,         Lo!  then,  Oman!  in- 
Tolv'd  in  r^ture  see 


ooogic 


Factns  cibus  viatomni  r 

The  bread  of  angels  thai 

mada  meal  lor  thee: 

Vere  panis  Jiliorum, 

Meat  to  refresli  the  pil- 

grim in  his  way 

To   the  blest  regions  of 

eternal  day : 

A  sweet  viatic  and  divine 

True  ciiildren's  bread,  to 

dogs  not  to  be  cast. 

In  figiiria  prafsignatur, 

Wrapt  up  in  types  tiie 
Lamb  long  figured 
lay, 

Till    circling   years    the 

Cam  Isaac  immolatur  ; 

shadows  drove  away. 

Agnns  PaschEe  deputatur, 

In  Isaac  'twas  in  lively 

Datur  manna  patribus. 

And  in  the  Paschal  Lamb 

it  bled  again ; 

The  ancient  fathers  too. 

In  figuio,  this  divine  life- 

giving  meat. 

Bone  Pastor,  paiiis  vere 

Good  Pastor !  thou  true 

bread '  sweet  Jesus, 

show 

Jesu  noslri  ariserere : 

Thy  tend'rcsl  mercy  on 

thy  care  below  : 
Feed  and  defend  us  here, 

Tq  noB  pasce,  nos  tueie ; 

that  we  may  see 

Ttt  nOE  bona  fac  videre 

Good   things  with  those 

who  live  and   reigo 

with  thee 

In  terra  viveiitium. 

In  heav'n's  blest  land,  f« 

ever  there  to  spend. 

In  pure  celestial  joys,  joys 

Tu,  qui  ouncta  scis  et 

0    thou,     all-good      bH. 

Tales, 

powerful,  and  all-wise. 

Qni  nos  pascis  hie  mor 
Tiioa  ibi  eommensalas, 


V.  Educas  panem  de 
erra.     Alleluia. 

R.  Et  viiium  Iffitificat 
cor  hominis.    Alleluia. 

Ave  vemm  corpus,  na- 
De  Maria  Virgine, 
Vere  paBsum  immolatum 
Id  cruce  pro  lioniiiie. 

Cujus  latua  peifotatum 
Utida  Huxit  cum  sanguine : 
Eslo  nobis  priegustatiim 

0  dulcis,  O  pie, 
0  Jesu  fiii  MariiB 

Miserere  nostri.  Amen. 


Who  feasts  us  here  wilb 
thy  own  saoiifice. 

Make  us  sit  down  with 
thee  among  the  bleat, 

At  tjiy  own  table  in  eter- 

Where  we,  with  them, 

thy  glory  may  adore, 

Companrona  and  co-heiT» 

for  evermore.  Amen. 

V.  May  thou  bring  forth 

bread  from  eaitli.    Allel. 

R,  Andmay  winH  giyfl 

joy  lo  the  heart  of  man. 

Alleluia. 


HiiL,  Jesus!    hiunbly 
we  salute. 
Of  Mary's  spotless  womt 
the  fruit ; 


There  where   a  lanco 

hath  pierc'd  its  side, 

Out  flow'd  of  water,  blood, 

Give  U8,  in  death's  'aat 
struggling  pain. 

The  virtues  of  thy  death 
lo  gain. 
0  piousJesus!  Saviour 

Have  mere  y  on  us  mortala 

O  give  us  peace,  eternal 
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V.  Cilraiit 

pe  frumenti 

fi.  Ei  de 


Alleluia 
petra  melle 
Alleluia 


V.  Panera   cteli   dedit 
sis.     Alleluia 
JJ.  PanPin    angeh 


With  God,  the  angels,  and 
ihe  blesa'd, 

V  He  fed  them  with  tha 
fiit  of  wheat.  Alleluia, 

i;  And  filled  them  witb 
honey  out  of  the  rock. 
Alleluia 

V  He  gave  them  bread 
from  heaven.  Alleluia. 

R    Thou  shait  eat  the 


manducabtt  homo    Allel      bread  of  Angels.  AlleluL 


Hjmn  fir  ihe  &v  days  tn  Lsnt. 


Aim  B 
Audi  benigne  Condltor, 
Nostras  preces  cum  fleti- 
In  hoe  sacro  jejunio 
Fusas  quadragenario. 
Scrutator  alme  cordium, 

Ad  te  reversis  exhibe 
Remissionia  gratiam. 

Mnltum  quidem  pecoa- 
Sad  parce  conlitentibu  ; 
Ad  nominis  landem  tui 


O  Gracious  Lord,  incline 

To   th'   humble    prayers 

WTiich  in  this  sacred  fast 

Are  offer'd  by  tlio  peiii- 

Searcher    of     hearts, 

■whose  piercing  eyes 

See  clearly  man's  infirmi- 


(JarcnmesaregrieTOUS 

Butspareus.whoourguilt 

confess ; 
And  for  thy  greater  preset 

apply 
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Confer  medelam  langui-     To 
Concede  nostram 


r  sicli  souls 


May   saving-  fasts  ob 
teri  aerv'd  this  Lent, 

Corpus  per  abatinentiam;     Become  the  body's  pun- 
ishment ; 
Culpte  ut  rwlinquant  pabu-     That  sin  may  thus  unfed 

Ifljuna  corda  criminum.       And  th'  heart  from  guilt 
thereof  absiain. 
Pnesla  beata  Trinitas,  Grant,  O  most  sacred 

Trinity, 

Concede  simplex  Unitas ;     Grant,    0   most    perfect 
Unify, 


Ut  ftuotuosa  sint  tuis 

V.  Angeiia  suis  I) 
mandavii  de  le. 

R.  Ut  custodiant  U 
omnibus  viis  tuis. 


That  this  our  solemn  ab- 
Mayfruitfiii  prove  to  mind 

V.  God  has  given  his 
angelsacharge  over  thee. 

R.  To  guard  thee  in  aJl 
thy  ways. 


For  Passion  Sunday. 


,Eor^ 

aring  the  cross's  mys- 


Vexilla  regis  prodeui 
Fulget  crucis  mysterii; 

Qui  Tiia  mortem  pertulit,    Where  life  itself  did  death 

endure, 
Et  moite  vitam  protulit.       And  by  that  death  did  life 

procure. 
Quie  vuluerata  lancete  A  cruel  speai  let  out  a 

Hood 
Mucrone  diro,  criminum.     Of  water  mixed  with  ea- 

vingbkod; 
Ut  DO  lavsret  sordibus,       Which  gusliing  from  om 

Saviour's  side. 
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Manavitundaetsanguine. 

Impleta  sunt,  qua  con- 
David  fideli  carmine, 
Dicendo  natioiiibus : 
Begnavit  a  ligno  Deua, 

Arbor  decora,  et  folgi- 

Omata  regis  piirpuia, 

Electa  digno  stipite 

Tarn  suicta  membra  tan- 
gere. 
Beata,  cnjas  brachiis, 

Ptetium  pepen<]it  sfficuli, 

Statera  facta  corporis, 

Tulitque  prfedam  tartari. 

O  Crux  ave  spes  unica, 

Hoc  passionis  tempore. 


Drown'd  out  offences  a 

the  tiilo. 
The  mystery  we  now 

unfold. 
Which   David'a    faitllfill 


lid 


ngdon 


e  fiire 

Of  our  Lord's 

whilst  we  s 

God  ruling  nati 


O  lovely  treo,  whose 
branches  wore 

The  royal  purple  of  his 
gore; 

How  glorious  does  thy 
body  shine. 

Supporting  members  so 
divine. 

The  world's  blest  balance 
thou  wast  made. 

Thy.  happy  beams  its  pur- 
chase weigh'd. 

And  bore  his  limbs,  who 
snatch'd  away 

Devouring  hell's  expect- 

Hail,  Cruss,  our  hope' 
to  thee  we  call, 
Who  keep  this  mournful 
festival. 


'  Now 


L   this  joyful 


*  In  hac  triumplii  glo- 
Piia  adauge  gratiam, 


*  In    this    triumphan 
festival, 
Grant  to  the  just  increase 


B>  Google 


iUisque  Jcle  crimina. 

And  every  sinnei's  Crimea 

efface. 

Te,  fons  aalutis  Trini- 

Blest  Trinity,  we  prai- 

CoUaudet  oraois  spiritua : 

To  tiiee,  ficjin  whom  all 

graeea  spring : 

QoibuB  ciucia  Tiotoriam 

Celestial  crowns  on  those 

bestow. 

fiargiria  adde  prEeniium. 

Wlio   conquer'd   b/  the 

Amen. 

cross  below.   Amen. 

V.  Eri))e  me,  Domine, 

v.  Deliver  me,  0  Lord, 

ab  homiiie  jiialo. 

from  the  wickeil  miiii. 

R.  A  viro  iniquo  eripe 

R.  From  the  unjust  man 

me 

deliver  me. 

The  Plaint  of  the  Blessed  Virgin. 

Stab  AT  mater. 

,  Staeat  mater  dolorosa        Beneath  the  world's 

redeeminff  wiiod 
Jiixia  ctucem  lacrymosa    The  most  afflicted  Mothei 

Dom  pendebat  Alius.  Mingling-  her  tears  with 

her  Son's  biootl. 

Cujus  animam  gemen-         As   that   flowed    down 

tern  from  ev'ry  part, 

Contristaiam  et  dolentem    Of  all  his  wounds  she  fel» 

the  smart, 
Pertransivit  gladius.  What   piere'd   his    body 

pierc'd  !ier  heart. 
OquamtiistisetafiUcta,         Who  can  with  tearlest 
eyes  look  an, 
Fnit  ilia  benedicta  When    such    a   Mother, 

such  a  Sin, 

Mater  unigeniti.  Wounded    and    gasping, 

does  bemoan ! 

Qua  merebat,  ot  dole-         0  worse   than  Jemisk 

bat,  heart,  that  coutd, 

Gt  tteinfiba',  oiun  videbat    UnmovV!,  behold  the  dou- 
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Nad  piEiics  inclyti. 
Qiiis  est  homo,  qui  n 


Piam  matrem  contempkri 

Dolentem  cum  filio  ? 

Pro  peccatis  Bu:e  genfia 

Vidit  Jesum  in  tormeiiiJH, 

Et  flagellis  subditum. 
Vidit  auum  diilceni  na- 

Moiientem,  desolatiim, 

Dum  emiait  spiritum, 

Eia  mater  fons  amoria, 
Me  BBDiire  vim  doloria 
Fac  ut  tecum  Ingeam. 

Fac  lit  ardeat  cor  maum, 

In  amando  Chriatum  De- 

Ut  sibi  oomplaceara. 

Sanola  mater  iatod  agas, 
Crucitki  fige  plagas 


Of    Mary's    tears,     ana 
Jesiis  bltiod. 
Alaa !    our  ains,  they 

For  which  he  bleeds,  for 

which  he  diea. 
When  graves  were  open'd, 

When  nattire  and  each 

element 
Hia    lorments    and     her 

grief  reaent : 
Slmllmaii,thecau3eof 

all  Ids  pain 
And   all   hia   grief,  ahall 

Alone  inaenaible  remain  1 
Ah,  pions  mother,  teach 
my  lieart. 
Of  aigha   and    tears   the 

And  in  thy  grief  to  bear  a 


The  sword  of  gri  ef,  which 

did  pass  through 

Thy  very  soul,  O  may  it 

Upon  my  heart  a  wound 
bestow. 
Great  Queen  of  Sor- 

Let  me  a  mourner'a  place 

obtain, 
With  tears  to  cleanse  all 

To  heal  the  leprosy  of  aiii, 
We  rauat  the  cure  with 
tears  bc^ii, 
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Cordi  moo  valide. 

Tui  nati  yulnerati, 
Tain  dignali  pro  me  pi 
Prenas  meciim  divids. 

Fac    mo    yere  teou 
Cruoifixu  condolere, 

Te  liberie  c  sociare. 
In  planctu  dssLdero. 


All  flesh's  corrupt ijithoul 

their  brine. 
Refuge  of  sinners,  grant 

that  we 
May  tread  thy  steps,  anil 

ielitbe 
Our  sorrow  not  to  grieve 

lilie  thee. 
0  may  the  wounds  uf 

thy  dear  Son 
Oat  contrite  hearts  po»- 

And  all  terrene  afTectiont 
drown. 
Those  woands,  wluuh 
now  the   stars   out- 

Those   fiirnaces   of  love 

May  they  oar  drossy  souls 

And  on  us  such  impres- 

That  we  of  siiff'ring  for 


Fac  me  tcenm  plangeie. 

Fao  ut  portem  Chrisfi 
Passionis  fac  cni^ottem, 
Et  plagas  TBColere, 

Fac  me  plagis  vulcs- 
Cmce  hac  inebriaii, 


nbai 


ufiliL 


May  joyfully  our  portion 

Let  ua  hie  proper  badge 

Let's  glory  in  ilie  ttoaa 

By  which  lie  marks  as  foi 

That  when  the  droail* 

fill  trial's  cuine. 

For  every  man  to  liear  liis 

Oil  his  right-hand  we  inaj 
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Inflammatiis  et  accen-  Ohearua.ilfnry .' Jfiai 

BUS,  hear ! 

Per  te  virgo  sim  defensua  Ourhumble  pray'ra  secure 

la  die  judicii.  When  thou  in  judgment 
shall  appear. 

Fac  me  crucs  custodiri,  Now  give  us  sorrow 
give  us  love, 

Mirete  Cbristi  prtemiiniri  That  soprepar'd,  wemay 

(lonfoveri  gratia.  remove, 

Quando  corpus  morie-  When  callM  to  seats  of 

tar,  biiss  alove.  Amen. 
Fao  ut  animai  donelur 
Paradisi  gloria. 

V.  Tuani  ipsius  aiiimam  F.  A  sword  has  pierced 

pertranai'it  gkdius.  thy  own  Boul. 

R.    lit    revelontur  ex  R.  That  the  ihoughta 

inultis    cordibus    cogita-  of  many  hearts   nuaj  be 

lioiica.  revealed. 


The  Hymn /or  Easte"- 
Alleluia,  Alleluia,  Alleluia. 

O  FiLii  el  filiis,  Praise  by  mortals  now 

be  given. 
Rex  lelest'    Retglori       On  this  day  from  death 

hath  risen 

M     es      exihdeA       The  King  of  Glory,  King 

of  HeaTeii,  Alleluia. 

E      an  p   ma&abb  The  morn  of  Sabbath 

scarce  did  beam. 

Ad        imim  num  When  to  his  monumeni 

4    e         □  d      p      A       Disciples  who  adnr'd  hi* 

a  a.  name.  Alleluia. 

E  MaraMagd  ene  Theta  Maiy  Magdalm 
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Et  Jacob],  et  Salome, 

Veneruot  corpus  ungete. 
Alleluia. 
In  albis  sedens  angelus 

liViedixit  mulietibus. 

In  Galilea  est  Dominus, 
AJleluia. 
Et  Joannes  apostolua 

Cucutrit  Petro  oitiiiB, 


Discipolis  astantibus, 
Id  medio  stetit  Chtistua, 


Ut  irtellexit  Didymas 

Quia  surrexerat  Jesiia, 

Remansit  fere  dubius,  Al- 
leluia. 
Vide  Thoma,  ride  latus, 

Vide  pedes,  vide  raanus  : 

Noli  esse  increduks,  Al- 
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And  James,  and  Salami 

tlie  goud ; 
Hia    body    fain   emialm 

they  would,  Alleluia. 
The  ange!  sat  in  white 

all  lob'd. 
And  to  the    women  ha 

foretold  : 
In  Galilee  you'll  see  the 

Lord,  Alleluia. 
The  message  scarce  did 


Swifter  than  Peter,  John 

To  the  Lord's  tomb,  with 
hope,  with  fear,  Al- 

The  disciples  aU  as- 
sembled were ; 
Among  them  Jesus  did 

His   peace  he  gave,  ra 
moT'd  their  fear,  Al- 

Tkomas  helieved   not, 

when  'twas  said 

Tha-t  Christ  had  risen  from 

the  dead. 

Until  he  saw  the  wounds 

that  bled.  Alleluia. 

My  hands,  my  side,  my 

feet,  0  see ! 

Tliomas,  wounds  that  hied 

for  thee  : 
Renounce  thine  incredia- 
lity,  Alleluia. 
Wlien   Thomas   JesBS 
had  Gurvey'd, 
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Pedes,  manas.latussuum,    And  on  his  wounds  hji 

fingers  laid, 
Dist :  Til  63  Deus  mens,    Thou  art  my  Lord  and 
Alleluia.  God,  he  said,  ALel. 

Beati  qui  lion  viderunt,         Blessed  are  they  whu 

El  firmiter  crediderunt.       And  yet,  whose  faith  oi.- 

tire  hath  been, 
Vilam  teterr.amhabebunt,     Them  endless  joy  from 
Alleluia.  pain  shall  sareen,  Al- 

Inhocfesto  Banctissimo         On  this   most   solertin 
feast  let's  raise 
Sit  lauset  jubilatio  :  Our    hearts   to    God    In 

hymns  of  praise, 
Benedicamus  Domino,  A!-    And  bless  the  Lord  in  all 
leluia.  his  ways,  Alleluia. 

Ex  quibus  nos  humilli-        Our  grateful  thanks  to 
mas  God  let's  give, 

Devotas  atque  dehitas         In     humblest      manner, 

,  whilst  we  live, 

Deoidicamus  gratias,  Al-     For  all  the  favours  we  re- 

leluia.  ceive,  Alleluia. 

Hymn  for  the  AsceTision. 
Salvtis  q 


Salutis  humanse  Sator,  0  Christ,  the  Sariout 
of  mankind, 

Jesu  voluptas  cordium.  The  light  and  comfort  of 
the  mind  ; 

Orbis  redempti  conditor.       Creator   of  this   earthly 

Ec  casta  lux  amantiuiB.        Thy  lover's    chaste    en- 
dearing flanie. 
Qoa  victus  es  clemen-         What  strange  exceas^rf 
tia,  clemency 

III  Bostra  ferres  crimina,  Preval^dsofarwithgtlil^ 
leBs  thee, 
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Mortem  subirea  iimocena    Thatthouthesitiiior'sload 
shouldst  bear, 

Ut  morte  nos  nt  toMeres  ?    And  die  to  pay  his  for- 
feiture ? 
Jean  libi  sit  gloria  To  Jeaua,who  ascenda 

Ihe  sky, 

Qui  wctor  in  ccelum  redis    Be  giory  for  eternity  r 


Cum  Pati-e  et  ainio  Spiri- 
In     Bempiterna     ssecula. 

V.  Ascendit  Dens  in  ju- 
bilatione.     Alleluia. 

R.  Et  DominiB  in  voce 
tubs.    Alleluia. 


To  God  the  Fail 

repeat 
The  same,  and  to  the  Pa- 
raclete.    Amen. 
V.    God    ascended   in 
triumph.     Alleluia. 

R.  And  the  Lord  at  the 
sound  of  the  trumpet,   Al- 


Hymnfor  Pentecost. 

Veni  Creatoe 

Veni  Creator  Spiritus,        Ckeatihs  Spirit, 
Doasess 
Ueutes  tuorum  viaita, 

Imple  Buperna  gratia, 

Qnse  tii  creasti,  pectora. 

Qui  diceris  Paraclitus. 

Altiasimi  donum  Dei ; 

FoRs  vivu 

Et.spiritali 


Our  souls,  and  with  thy 

presence  bless 
And  in  our  hearts,  frani'd 

by  thy  hand, 
Let    thy   celestial    grace 

command. 
Thou  who  ait  call'd  the 

Paraclete, 
Tlis    Almighty    Father's 

gift  complete ; 
charl-    The  living  fountain,  fire 

and  love. 
And  sacred  unction  from 

above. 
Tu  septiformla  muneie.        Thou  finger  of  the  F* 

ther's  hand. 


:;inGoOglc 


ieO         HrMRS  FOB  VESPER 

Digitus  patem^  dexter^, 

Tu  rite  promiBBVira  Patris, 

Sermone  ditans  guttura, 

Annende  lamen  sEnsi- 

Infuncia    amotem    cordi- 

bus: 
Infirma  nostri  corporis 

Virtute  firmans  perpati. 

Hostem  re  pell  as  Ion- 
gifls, 
Pacemque  doncs  prolinils, 

DuotOTB  sic  te  priavio 

Viteraus  omne  nosium. 

Per  te  sciamua  da  Pa- 

Noscainus  atque  Filium  i 

Te  utriusque  Spiritura 

Credamua  oinni  tempore. 

Doo  Patri,  sit  gloria, 

Et  Filio,  qai  a  mortuia 

Suirexit  ac  Paraclito, 

In  BKcuIorum  si&iula. 


Who     dost    a    Bev'nfoW 
grace  conimanil : 

Thou  promis'd,  from  the 
Hlgiiest  aenl, 

In  various  language  elo- 
quent. 
Purge  with  thy  light  oui 
earthly  parts, 

And  with  thy  love  inflame 

Thus    human    weakness 

With     everlastmg    con- 
stancy. 
Far  from  ua  drive  the 
infernal  foe, 

And   peace,  Ihe  fruit  of 
love,  bestow  ; 

Thus    having  thee,  oui 
safest  guide. 


Let  n 


!  feet  to  evil 


Let  ua  by  thee  the  Fa- 
ther own. 

And  to  lis  let  thy  Son  be 
known  ; 

Ijetusbelieveinthee,who 

From   both  proceed   the 

Holy  Ghost. 
To  God  the  Fathei,and 

the  Son, 
Who  rose  from  death,  be 

glory  dona  : 
This  praise  for  ever  let'i 
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V.  Loqneliantur  variis 
liiiguia  Apostoli,  AUehda. 


The  Sequence 
Veni  Sanc'i 

Vbni  Sancte  Spititus 
Et  emitte  c^litua 

Lacis  tu^  ladinm. 

Veni  Pater  pauprauai ; 
Veni  dator  mutierum. ; 

Veni  lumen  cotdiom. 

Consolator  oplime, 
Dnlcis  hospes  aniraa 

Duloe  refrigeiium 

In  labore  requies, 
In  ceslu  temperies, 

In  Hotu  solatium. 

0  lux  beatissima, 
iteple  cordis  iittima 

Tooium  ftdcliuia 


Come  Holy  Ghost,  send 
down  those  beams, 
Which  sweetly  flow  in  si- 
lent streams, 
From  thy  bright  throne 

ahove. 
Ocome,thoa  Father  of 
the  poor. 
Thou  bounteudS  source  of 
all  our  store, 
Corae   (ire   out  hearts 

with  lore. 
Come  [lioH  of  comfort- 
ers the  best, 
Come  thou  the  soul's  de- 
licious Ruest, 
The  pilgrim's  sweet  re- 
lief. 
Thou   art   our  rest  :li 
toil  and  sweat, 
Refreshment  in  exceasivs 


And  sclacs  in  our  grief 

0  8a«ied    light,  shoot 
home  lliy  darts, 
0   pierco  the   cenlie   ol 
those  hearts, 

Whose  faith  aspires  U 
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Niliil  est  in  homine. 
Nihil  ei 


LaTa   quod  est   sordi- 
Rigaquod  est  aridum, 

Sana  quod  est  Baacium. 

Flecte  quod  est  tigi- 
Fove  quod  est  frigidum, 

Rege  quod  est  devium. 

Datuis  fidelibus, 
la  te  confitentibus. 

Sacrum  septenaiium. 

Da  salutia  exitum. 


V.  Exaltataest  saacta 
Dai  geiiiiriK. 

R.  Super  chorus  ange- 
omm  ad  coslestia  tegna. 


Without  thy  Godhead 
nothing  can 
Have  any  price  or  woith 

No'hing  can  harmless 

Lord,  wash  our  sinful 

stains  away, 
Water  frora  heav'n  oui 

barren  clay, 
Om  wounds  and  bruises 

To  thy  sweet  yoke  oui 

stiif  necks  bow, 

WaciTi  with  thy  lire  oni 

hearts  of  snow, 

Our  wand'ring  feet  re- 

0   grant   thy   faithful, 
dearest  L<ird, 
Whose  only   bope  is  thy 

The  seven  gifts  of  thy 

Grant  us  in  life  t'ohey 
thy  grace. 
Grant  us  in  death  to  see 
thy  face. 
And   endless   joys   in- 
herit.  Amen 

of  the  S.  Virgin. 

■  F.  TheholyMotherof 
Christ  is  exalted. 

R.    To    the     oeleBlial 
kingdoms  above  thecfaoin 
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Hymn  for  the  Feast  of  the  Sacred  Heart. 


Con,  Area  legem  c< 
Non  Bervilulis  veleiif 
Sed  gratis,  eed  venis 
Sed  et  misericordis. 

Te  Tulneiatiim  car 

lotu  patent!  Toliiit, 
Amoris  invJBibilis 


Quis  non  amantem  re- 

damet  1 
Quls  non  redemptua  dili- 

gat, 
Et  Corde,  in  isto  feligat 

Sterna  tabernacuia! 

Decus  Parent!  et  FUio, 

Sanctoquo  sit  Spiritai, 

Quibus  potestas  gloria, 


V.  ilaurietis  aqt  v 
gsadio.  Alleluia. 


0  SACRED  Ark,  biesa'd 
heart  of  JesuB  meek  •' 

In  thee  the  law  of  grace, 
of  peace,  we  seek. 

More  holy  far,  than  A^i 
that  did  contain 

A  law  of  rigour,  slavery, 

For  mortal's  woes  thy 

loving     heart     hath 

bled, 
For  sinner's  wounds  ita 
healing  inllii  once  siied. 
Thy  Fatlier's  glory  bath 

thy  heart  all  fir'd. 
To  justice,  love,  a  aaoti- 

fioe  espir'd. 
Who  shall  refuse  to  thea 

the  debt  of  level 
Wlio  that's  redeem'd  but 

shall  look  above, 
To    find   in    thy   bless'd 

heart  a  place  of  rest 
From  earthly  cares,  amid 

the  just,  the  bless'd  1 
Glory  and  praise  to  the 

Father,  and  the  Son, 
To  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  the 

Three  in  One. 
To    whom   may    power. 

honour,  ever  be. 
On  earth,in  heaven,  thro' 

all  eternity.  Amen. 
V.  You  shall  draw  wa- 
ters with  joy.  Alleluia. 
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The  Thanksgiving  Hvmn,  Te  Dkom. 
Te  Deiira  laudamus:  Te  DoiMnum  oonfitemiir. 
Te  ffiternum  Pattern  onmia  terra  venexatur. 
Tibi  omnes  angeli,  tibi  cieli  et  universte  potestates, 
Tibi  chBrabitnet  seraphim,  incesaabiliToce  pruclamai* 
Sanotus,  Sanctua,  Sanotus,  Dominua  Deus  Sabaoth, 
Fleni  sunt  creli  et  terra  majeatate  gloiice  lute. 
Te  gloriosus  Apostolonun  chorus ; 
Te  Ptophetarum  laudabiiis  naraerua ; 
Te  Martytumcaiwlidatiislaudatexercitus. 
Te  per  orbem  teriaruiu,  sa.ncta  confitetur  eccle^f 
Palrem  immenste  majestatis ; 
Venerandum  (uum  terum,  et  anicum  Filium ; 
Sanctum  qooque  Paraelitum  Spiritum. 
Tu  Bex  glorite  Christe  : 
Tu  Patris,  Sempiternus  es  Filius. 
Ta  ad  Uberanduin  susoeptutus  hominem,  non  hoim- 

isfi  virginis  uterum : 
Ta  devicto  mortis  acoleo,  aperuisti  credentibus  regna 

ciulotum. 
Tu  ad  dextram  Dei  sedes ;  in  gloria  Patris. 
Judex  crederis  esse  venturus : 
Te  ergo,  qussumus,  tuis  famulia  siibvetii,  quos  pr*. 

tioso  sanguine  tedemisti. 
jEtema  fac  cum  Sanctis  tuis  in  glorii  niimerMi. 
Salvum  fac  popiilum  tuum,  Domine  ;  et  bcncdio  hMto- 

Et  rege  eos,  et  extolle  illos  usque  in  leterniim. 

Per  singuloa  dies  benedicimus  te. 

El  laudamus  nomeu  tuum  in  steculum ;  et  in  Sfficulum 

sieculi. 
Dignare  Domine,  die  isto :  sinepeccatonos  custodiro. 
Miserere  nostri,  Domine :  miserere  nusi... 
Fiat  misericordia  tua,  Domine,  sujier  nos,  queraadmo- 

dum  speravimua  in  te. 
In  te  Domine  speravi ;  non  conflindac  in  Klenrnm. 
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V.   Benedicamus  Patrem  et  Filium,  cum  Saricto 

Spiritu. 
S.  Laudenius  et  Buperexaltemas  cum  in  steculi 
Paraphraslicai  Translation  of  Te  Dicum. 
Thge,  BOvereign  God,  onr  grateful  accents  praise, 
We  own  tliee  Loid,  aud  bless  thj  woudrous  ways. 
To  thee,  Eternal  Father,  earth's  whole  frame. 
With  loudest  trumpets  sounds  immortal  fame. 
Lord  God  of  Hosts !  to  thee  the  heavenly  powers, 
With  sounding  anthems  fill  thy  vaulted  towers. 
The  oherubiin  thrice  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  try  : 
Thrice  Holy  all  the  seraphim  reply. 
And  thrice  returning  echoes,  endless  songs  sapplj. 
Both  heaven  and  eaitli  thy  Majesty  display ; 
They  ow'e  iheir  beauty  to  thy  glorious  ray. 
Thy  praises  fill  the  loud  Apostles'  choir  : 
The  train  of  prophets  in  tiie  aong  conspire. 
Legions  of  martyrs  in  the  ohorns  shine 
And  vocal  bluod  with  vocal  music  join. 
By  these  thy  Chnrch,  inspir'd  with  heavenly  arti 
AJotmd  the  world  maintains  a  second  jiart ; 
And  tunes  her  sweetest  notes,  0  God,  to  thee, 
The  Father  of  unbounded  majesty  ; 
The  Son,  ador'd  copartner  of  thy  seat. 
And  egtial  everlasting  Paraclete, 
Thou  Kbg  of  Glory,  Christ  of  the  Most  High, 
Thon  co-eternal  filial  Deity  : 
Thou,  who,  to  save  the  world's  impending  doom, 
Vooehsaf 'dst  to  dwell  within  a  virgin's  womb : 
Old  tyrant  Death  disarra'd ;  before  thee  flew 
The  bolls  of  heaven,  and  hack  the  foldings  drew. 
To  give  access,  and  malte  the  faithful  way ; 
From  God's  ri  jht  hand  thy  filial  beams  display. 
rhoa  art  to  judge  the  living  and  the  dead  ; 
Then  epare  6n«e  souls,  fra  whom  thy  veins  hare  bled 
O  lake  ns  up  amongst  the  blest  above, 
To  share  with  ihom  thy  everlasting  love. 
fname.  O  Lord,  tl^  people,  and  enhance 
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Tliy  blessing  on  thine  own  inheritance. 
For  ever  raise  their  hearts,  and  rule  their  waja : 
Each  day  we  blesa  thee,  and  proclMm  thy  praiw 
No  age  shall  fail  to  celehcate  thy  name ; 
Nor  hour  neglect  thy  eTerlasting  lanie. 
Preserve  our  eouIs,  O  Lord,  this  day  from  ill : 
Have  mercy  on  us.  Lord !  have  mercy  still. 
As  we  have  hop'd,  do  thou  reward  our  pain  ; 
We've  hop'd  in  thee,  let  not  our  hope  be  vain. 

V.  Let  us  bless  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holj 
Ghost. 

Ji.  Let  us  praise  and  extol  him  for  ever. 


Canticle  o/Zaohary,  Luie  i.  68. 

Benedictus    Dominus         Blessed  be  the   Lord 

Deus Israel:  'quiavisila-  Godoflsrael,*becauseha 

Tit,  et  fecit  redemptionem  hath  visited  and  wrought 

plebis  Bute.  the  redemption  of  his  peo- 

Et  etexit  cornu  salutis  pie ;  And  hath  raised  up  a 

nobis,    'in    domo   David  horn  of  salvation  to  us,  *in 

pueri  Eui.  the  house  of   David  his 

Sicut  locutus  est  per  os  servant.   As  he  spolie  by 

sanctorum,  *qui  a  aiecuio  the   moulh   of  liis    holy 

Buot  prophetaium  ejus :  prophets,  *who  are  from 

Salutera    ex     inimieis  the  beginning :  Salvation 

nosttis :  *et  de  manu  om-  from  our   enemies,  *and 

aium  qui  oderunt  nos.  from  the  hand  of  all  that 

Ad  feciendam   miseri-  hate    us.      To    perform 

eoidiam  cum  patribiis  nos-  mercy  to  our  lathers ;  *ar.d 

td> :  *3E  memorari  testa-  to    remember    his     holy 


menti  sui  sancti.  covenant.  The  oath  which 

JuBJurandum,  quod  ju-  he  swore  to  Abraham  our 

ravit  ad  Abraham  patrem  father,    *that   lie    wonid 

nnstnun,  'daturumse  no-  grant  to  us.     That  being 

bis.  delivered  from  the  hand 

Ut  Bine  timore,  de  manu  of  our  enemies,  *we  mvff 


inimicorum  nostrorum  li- 
terati *serTiainusilli  ; 

Iti'satistitale  et  justitia 
ootam  ipso,  *oraiilhus  die- 

Et  tu  puer,  piopheta 
Altissimi  voeaberis :  * 
prteihis  enim  ante  faeieia 


Ad   dandam 
salutis  plebi  ejus ;  *) 
ppccati 


Pet  visceia  ■ 
diie  Dei  noatri :  *in  quibai 
Tisitavit  no3  Oniens  e; 
alio; 

inaminaie  his  qui  in  te 
nebjis  et  in  umbra  jnorti; 
Bedeiit ;    *aii    dirig^niioi 
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serve  him  without  fear ; 
In  hnlineBs  and  justice  be- 
fore him,  *all  our  days. 
And  thou,  ctiild  shalt  be 
called  the  Prophet  of  the 
Highest ;  "for  thou  shall 

E)  before  the  face  of  tho 
Old,  to  prepare  his  ways : 
To  give  knowledge  of  sal- 
vation to  liispeo^e,  *onlo 
the  remission  of  their  sins ; 
Through  the  bowels  of  the 
mercy  of  our  God :  *in 
which  the  Orient  from  on 
high  hath  visited  us :  To 
enlighten  them  that  sit  in 
darkness,  and  in  the  sha- 
dow of  death  :  *to  direct 
our   feet  in  the   way  of 


Psalm  L. 

MisEBEftB  mei    Dens,  Tibi  soli  peecavi,    et 

•secundum  magnammise-  malum  coram  te  feci :  "ul 

ricordiam  tuam.  justificeris  in  sermonibus 

Et  secundum  multita-  tola,  et  vinoas  cum  judi- 

rum,    "dele     iniquitatem  Ecce  eriim  in  iniquita- 

aieim.  tibus  conceptus  sum  :  "et 

Ampliuslavameabini-  in  peccatia  coneepit  me 

qnitate  mea ;  "et  a  peccato  mater  mea. 

meo  mnnda  me.  Ecce   enim   veiitateni 

Quoniam      iniquitatem  dilexisti:  •incerta  et  oc- 

Oieam  ego  cognosco  :  *et  culta  sapientise  Rue  mani- 

peccatunk    nieum  contra  festasti  mihi.    . 

Kte  en  semper.  Aspeiges  mfi  hyssopo 
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et    mumlabor ;     *lavihis 
me,  et  super  nivem  deai- 

Auditui  meo  dabis  gau- 
dium  el  teuiiam :  "et  ex.- 
nitabunt  ossa.  humUiata. 

Avette  faciem  tuam  a 
peccatis  meis :  *et  omnes 
lnic[uitatea  meas  dele. 

Cor  mundumcrea  in  me 
Deus :  *et  spiritii 


Ne  projicias  me  a  facie         Beaif 
[iia  :  'et  spirituni  sanctum    bona  voluntate  i 
tuum  ne  auferas  a  me.  *u.t  tediiicentllr 

Bedde    milii    Isetitiam    rusaiera. 
aalutaris  tuis:  *et  spiritu        Tunc  aoceptabis 
prinoipali  oonfiimame. 

Docebo  iiiiquos  vias  ta-^ 
as :  Tet  iinpii  ad  te  con- 
vertentur. 

Libera  me  de  eanguini- 
bns  Deus,    Deus   salutis 


meffi  :  *et  exultabit  lingua 
mea  justiti^m  tuam. 
Domine  labia  mea  ape- 

ciabit  laudem  tuam. 

Qaoniam   : 
saoriiicium  d 
que  :  *h<>locausti3  non  de- 
lectalwrifi. 

S  acii  lioinm  Beo  spiritus 
conlribulatus :  "cor  eon- 
tritumethumil  latum  Bens 


e  fac  Domine  b 


■fioium  juatitiaj, 
et  liolocausta  :  *tun 
panent  super  altare 
vitulos. 

Gloria  Patri,  Slo, 


Oratio. 

Deus,  qni  culpa  offenderis,  pcenitenlia  placaris  :  pr 

ces  populi  tui  Eupplicantia  propitius   respice ; 


UTTLE  OFFICE  OF  THE  B.  VIRGIN. 

Hail  Mary. 
Incline  unto  ray  aid,  0  God. 
R.  Lord,  make  haste  to  help  me. 
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VsALMCix. — Dixit  Bomin-as,   (See  p.  489.) 
ArfA.  While  the  king  was  on  hia  ouuuli,  my  s|iiko- 


Psa'jMcxii. — Laudate pueri Bominum.  (Seep.  433.) 
Anth.  His  left  hand  is  under  my  heiid,   aiid   his 


Psalm  cxxi. — Latatus  sum. 

I  REJOICED  at  those  things  which  were  said  to  me, 
we  shall  go  into  the  hoaae  of  the  Lord. 

Our  foet  were  standing  in  thy  courts,  0  Jerusalem 

Jerusalem,  which  is  built  as  s,  city,  whose  inhabit- 
iints  are  united  togetlier. 

Fot  thither  did  the  trihes  ascend,  the  tribes  of  oia 
Lord,  the  testimony  of  Israel ;  to  praise  the  name  of 

Because  seats  sat  there  in  judgment,  seats  upon  the 
house  of  David. 

Ask  the  things  that  are  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem, 
&nd  abundance  to  them  that  love  thee. 

Let  peace  ho  made  in  thy  etrongth,  and  abundance 
In  thy  towers. 

For  my  brethren  and  my  neighbours,  I  spoke  peiice 
of  thee. 

For  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God :  I  have  soughl 
good  things  for  thee. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  &c. 

Antk.  I  am  black,  but  beautiful,  0  daughters  of  .!e- 
tusalem :  therefore  the  king  has  loved  me,  and  brought 
me  into  his  oliamber, 

Anl/t,  Winter  is  now  past. 

Psalm  cxxis. — Nisi  Damtnus. 
Iv  our  Lord  builds  not  the  house,  thoj  have  !aboiu- 
•d  in  vails  that  build  it. 
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If  OUT  Lord  keepa  not  the  city,  he  watchea  in  t  sin 
ih  It  keepB  it. 

It  i3  Ji!  vain  for  you  to  rise  before  light :  rise  aflisi 
Te  have  sat,  you  tliat  eat  the  bread  of  sorrow. 

When  be  shall  give  sleep  to  his  beloved,  behold 
chiid-en  are  an  inheritance  from  our  Lord  ;  and  lUe 
fruit  of  the  womb  is  a  reward. 

As  arrows  in  the  hand  of  (lie  mighty,  so  ara  the 
children  ol  them  that  are  rejected. 

Blessed  is  the  man  that  lias  filled  his  desire  of 
Ihem;  he  shall  not  be  confounded,  when  he  shall 
speak  to  his  enemies  in  the  gate. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  &c. 

Anth.  Winter  is  row  past,  the  rain  is  gone  and  do 
farted ;  Arise  ray  love  and  eome. 

Anlh.  Thou  art  made  fair. 

Psalm  cxlvii.— iourfa  Jerusalem. 

O  JsftuBAiEM,  praise  our  Lord  ;  praise  thy  God, 
O  Sion. 

Becanae  he  has  strengthened  tht  'ocks  of  thy  gates, 
he  has  blessed  thy  children  in  thee. 

Who  has  set  thy  borders  in  peace ,  ^nd  fills  thee 
with  the  fat  of  corn. 

Who  sends  forth  his  speech  to  the  earth  ;  his  word 
runs  swiftly. 

Who  gives  snow  as  wool;  scatters  mist  as  ashes. 

He  casts  hb  crystal  as  morsels  ;  before  the  faco 
of  his  cold  who  shall  abide  ? 

He  shall  send  forth  his  word, and  shall  raelt  them: 
fais  spirit  shall  breatlie  and  the  waters  shall  ilow. 

Who  declares  his  word  to  Jaccli,  his  justice  and 
judgments  to  Israel. 

Ho  has  not  done  so  to  any  nation :  and  his  judg 
Bienls  he  has  not  made  manifest  to  them. 

Glory  he  to  the  Father,  &c. 

Antk.  Tiiou  art  made  fair  and  sweet  in  thy  delioatfr 
oeeg,  0  holy  Mother  of  God 
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The  Littij:  Chapter.     Eccles.  2* 

Fhoh  the  beginnip.g,  and  before  the  world  was  1 

treaied,  and  unio  tbe  world  to  come,  I  shall  not  cease, 

Uid  III  thv  hoiy  habitation  have  I  ministered  befbM 

R.  Tbanlo  be  to  Ood. 

The  Hvm«.     Ave  Mciria  Stella, 
Bright  Mother  o'  our  Malter,  hail ! 

Thou  Virgin  e    ir  blest. 
The  ocean's  star  ■  ?  which  we  sail 

And  gain  the  po/t  of  rest. 
While  we  tills  Ave  thus  to  thee 

From  Gabriol's  mouth  rehearse ; 
Prevail  that  peace  our  lol  may  be, 

Release  oui  long  entangled  mind. 

From  all  the  snares  of  ill, 
With  heavenly  light  instruct  the  blind 

And  ali  our  vows  fulfil. 
Exert  for  us  a  mother's  care. 

And  us  Ihy  children  own ; 
Prevail  with  him  to  hear  cur  prayer 

Who  chose  to  be  thy  Son. 
0  spotless  maidi  whose  virtues  shins 

With  brightest  purity ; 
Each  action  of  our  lives  refine, 

And  make  us  pure  like  thee. 
Preserve  our  lives  unstain'd  from  ill. 

In  this  infectious  way ; 
That  heaven  alone  our  souls  may  fill 

With  joys  that  ne'er  decay. 
To  God  the  Father  endless  praise ; 

To  God  the  Son  the  same  ; 
And  Holy  Ghost,  whose  equal  raya 

One  equal  glory  claim.  Amen. 
S  Grace  is  poured  forth  on  thy  lips, 
R.   Tiierefore  God  has  blessed  thee  fiii  evec 
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Anih.  0  blessed  mother,  and  erer  virgin,  gkirioua 
queen  of  tlie  world,  make  intercession  for  us  tu  oui 
Lord. 

In  the  time  of  Eoiter. 
Anlh.  Triumph,  O  Queen  of  heaven,  to  see,  Alleluia 
The  saored  infant  born  of  iliee.  Alleluia. 
Return  in  glory  from  the  tomb,  Alleluia. 
And  witii  Ihy  prayers  prevent  our  iluom.  Alleluia. 
Lord  have  mercy  on  iis. 
Christ  have  mercy  on  us. 
Lord  have  mercy  on  us. 
V,  Lord  hear  my  prayer. 
R.  And  let  my  cry  come  to  thee. 
Let  us  pray. 
Lord  God,  we  beseech  thee,  giant  that  we  thy  sei- 
Tants  may  enjoy  perpetual  he^th  of  mind  and  body ; 
and  that  by  llie   glorious  intercession  of  ihe  evei- 
bleased  Virgin  Mary,  we  may  pass  from  this  present 
sorrow,  to  the  enjoyment  of   everlasting  gladness. 
Through  our  Lord,  &c.     Amen. 

For  the  Saints. 
Anlh    All  ye  saints  of  God,  vouchsafe  to  make  in- 
ession  for  the  salvation  of  as,  and  of  us  all. 
.  Ye  just,  rejoice  in  our  Lurd,  and  be  exceedmg 
'lad. 
R.  And  giory,  all  ye  right  in  heart. 
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■poBtlcE  Peter  and  Paul,  and  ap      es, 

prevail  wiih  thee,   to  pr-^serve   and   de      d  ub  f 

May  all  thy  saints,  0  Lord,  •,  h  h  ee  e  y 
where  assist  us,  that  whilst  we        bra  e  m      s, 

we  may  be  sensible  of  their  pi  te  ,  „  an  us  h_ 
peaoe  in  nur  times,  and  repel  all  wickedness  from  thy 
Church ;  prospevousiy  guide  iJie  steps,  actions,  and 
desires  of  us,  and  of  all  thy  si.'ryanls,  in  the  way  of 
salvation  :  give  eternal  blessings  to  those  who  have 
done  good  ta  us,  aiid  everlasting  rest  to  the  faith- 
ful departed.  Through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  thy 
Son,  &,c. 

R,  Amen. 

V.  Lord  hear  my  prayer. 

R.  And  let  my  cry  eome  to  thee. 

V.  Bless  we  our  Lord. 

R.  Thanks  he  to  God. 

V.  May  the  souls  of  the  faithful,  through  the  mereT 
of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

R.  Amen. 


OFFICE  FOR  THE  DEAD 


una  dr  moro  ^piiroprlaui  prayers:  but  at  vrajtsra  tbs  Psalm 
Lavda  anfma.  and  at  Laaai  the  Dc  ProfimOit  an  omiuei. 

Xnudiare  reclleil)  there  are  but  airordorlwoor  the  Anthemi 
betbre  each  Pealm  ceciled,  and  (he  whula  Antbem  u  the  end 
■hereaC 


Anth.  I  will  please  the  Loid  in  the  land  of  the 
U«liig. 
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Paii.M  CXI"      Dilexi  qvomam. 
I  have  loved,  becauae  the  Lord  will  hear  the  t 


my  (lays  I  will  call  upon  hinu 

The  BorrowB  of  death  have  compassed  me :  and  tha 
perils  of  hell  have  found  me. 

I  met  wiih  trouble  and  sorrow  :  and  I  called  upcn 
the  name  of  the  Lord. 

0  Lord,  deliver  my  soul :  the  Lord  is  mp;ciful  and 
just,  Mid  our  God  showeth  mercy. 

The  Lord  ia  the  keeper  of  little  ones :  I  was  hum 
bled,  and  he  delivered  me. 

Turn,  0  my  soul,  into  thy  rest;  for  the  Lord  hath 
been  bountiful  to  thee. 

For  he  hath  delh  ered  my  sonl  from  death ;  my  eyes 
from  tears,  my  ff^et  from  falling. 

1  will  please  'do  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living. 
Grant  them  eternal  rest,  O  Lord  : 

And  let  per|  etnal  light  shine  on  them. 

Anth.  I  will  please  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living. 

Anih.  Wo  is  me,  O  Lord,  that  my  sojourning  ia 
prolonged. 

Psalm  cxix.  'Ad  Sominum,  cum  trihvlarer. 

Ik  my  trouble  I  cried  to  the  Lord ;  and  he  heard  me. 

O  Lord,  deliver  my  soul  from  wicked  lips,  and  a 
deceitful  tongue. 

What  shall  be  given  to  thee,  or  what  shill  be  added 
to  thee,  to  a  deceitful  tongue  1 

Tito  sharp  arrows  of  the  mighty,  with  coals  that  lay 

Wo  is  me  that  my  sojourning  is  prolonged  \  I  have 
dwelt  with  the  inhabitaiits  of  Cedar;  my  soul  halh 
been  long  a  sojourner. 

With  them  tiiat  hated  peace  I  was  peaceable  ;  when 
I  spoke  to  Ihem  they  foaght  agai^'Si  me  withucil  zaaiA. 
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Grant  them  etwnal  rest,  &c. 

ArUk.  Wo  \a  rae,  O  Lord,  that  my  sojoiirniiig  i« 
prdoTtged, 

Anth.  Tho  Ixird  Itcepeth  tliee  from  all  evil,  may 
tho  Lord  keep  thy  soul. 

PiiWi  CXI.  Levad  oculos 


I  HiTB  lifleil  up  my  eyea  to 
wlience  lielp  ttjall  eorae  to  me. 

My  help  io  Jrom  Iho  Loid,  who  made  heaven  and 

Msy  lio  i.ot  suffer  thy  foot  to  be  moved ;  neither  lei 
him  t.luiali3f  that  keepeth  thee. 

Behold  he  shaU  neither  elumher  noi  sleep,  tliat 
beepeth  lotael. 

The  Lord  is  thy  keeper,  the  Lord  is  thy  piotectiti  i 
upon  tliy  right  hand. 

The  ouu  Ehall  not  burn  thee  by  day ;  nor  the  moor 
by  niglit. 

Tlie  Lord  keepeth  thee  from  all  evil ;  may  tlie  Lord 
keep  thy  sonl. 

May  tho  Lord  keep  thy  coming  in  and  thy  going 
out,  from  henceforth,  now,  and  for  ever. 

Grant  them  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Anth.  The  liord  keepeth  thee  liom  all  evil :  may 
the  haiA  keep  thy  soul. 

AtUL  If  thou,  0  Ijord,  wilt  mark  iniquities ;  Lord 
ivho  shall  stand  it  T 

Psalm  cxxre.  De  Frofundis.  {See  p.  405.) 

Grant  him  eternal  rest,  &e, 

Anth.  If  thou,  0  Lord,  wilt  mark  iniquitiea  :  Liirc 
who  shall  stand  it  ? 

Anth.  Despise  not,  OLord,theworksof  thy  hands 

PsALai  cxxxvH.   Coniiiehor  tiU. 
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I  will  alng  praise  to  thee  in  the  sight  of  the  Angeis. 
I  will  worship  towards  thy  holy  temple,  and  I  wil 
give  glory  to  thy  name. 

Pot  thy  merey,  and  for  thy  truth  :  for  thou  hasi 
maenifleci  thy  holy  name  above  all. 

Ill  what  day  soever  I  shall  call  upon  thee,  hear  me : 
hou  shalt  multiply  strength  in  my  soul. 

May  aJl  the  kings  of  the  earth  give  glory  to  thee : 
for  they  have  heard  all  the  words  of  thy  mouth. 

And  let  them  sing  in  the  ways  of  tlte  Lord :  for  great 
w  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 

For  the  Lord  is  high,  and  looketh  on  tlie  low ;  and 
the  high  he  knoweth  afar  off. 

If  I  shal'  walk  in  the  midst  of  tribulation,  thou  wilt 
quicken  me ;  and  thou  hast  stretched  forth  thy  hand 
against  the  wrath  of  my  enemies ;  uid  thy  righthand 
hath  saved  me. 

The  I/Otd  will  repay  for  niB :  thy  mercy ,  0  Lord,  en- 
duteth  forever  :  O  despise  not  the  worksoftliy  hands 

Gr?nt  then\  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Anth.  Despise  not,  0  Lord,  the  works  of  thy  hands. 

V.  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  saying  to  me, 

B.  Blessed  are  the  dead  that,  die  in  the  Lord. 

Anlh.  All  that  my  Father  gives  me  shall  come  lo 
nie,  and  him  that  comes  to  me  I  will  not  cast  out. 
Canticle  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Micry.   (See  p.  43a.) 

Grant  them  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Anth.  All  that  my  Father  gives  ma,  sh^l  comn  i« 
me  ;  and  him  that  comes  to  me,  1  will  not  cast  out. 

Our  Father,  &c.in  secret. 

V.  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation. 

R.  But  deliver  us  from  evil. 
When  thi  Office  is  not  a  Double,  the  following  Pray 
ers  are  said,  kneeling. 
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Vf&!n  the  C 

PsAi.M  cxLv.    Lauda  anima. 

pBAtsc  tlie  Lord,  O  my  soul,  in  my  life  1  will  praiaa 
the  Lord  :  I  willBingto  my  God  as  long  as  I  shail  be. 

Put  not  your  trust  in  princes :  in  tLe  children  oi 
men,  in  whom  there  is  no  salvation. 

His  spirit  shall  go  forth,  and  he  shall  return  into 
his  earth ;  in  that  day  all  their  thoughts  shall  perisli. 

Blessed  is  he  who  hath  the  ^''^  °(  Jacob  for  his 
helper,  whose  hope  ia  in  the  Lord  his  God :  who  made 
heaven  and  eajlh,  the  sea,  and  all  things  that  are  ir 

Who  licepeth  truth  for  ever ;  who  executeth  judg 
ment  for  thorn  that  suiTer  wrong  ;  who  giveth  food  to 
tlie  hungry. 

The  Lord  looselh  them  that  are  fettered  :  the  Lord 
enlighteneth  the  blind. 

The  Lord  lifteth  up  then*  that  are  cast  dcwti .  the 
Lord  loveth  the  just. 

The  Lord  keepeth  the  strangers :  he  will  support 
the  fatherless  and  the  widow ;  aiid  the  ways  of  sin- 
ners he  will  destroy. 

The  Lord  shall  reign  for  ever  thy  God,  0  Sion, 
anlo  generation  and  generation. 

Grant  them  eternal  rest,  &c. 

v.  From  the  gates  of  hell. 

R.  Deliver  their  sods,  0  Lord. 

V.  May  they  rest  in  peace. 

R.  Amen. 

V.  O  Lord,  hear  my  prayei. 

R   And  let  my  cry  come  lo  thee. 

V    The  Lord  be  with  you. 

R.  And  with  thy  spirit. 

hel  «J  pray. 
O  God,  by  whose  favour  thy  servants  weru  raised 
« the  dignity  of  bishops,  (or  priests,)  and  so  honour 
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ed  with  the  apostolical  fui.cfions,  grant,  we  beseech 
Ihee,  they  may  be  admitted  to  the  eternal  fellowship 
of  thy  apostles  in  heaveD.     Through. 

O  God,  the  giver  of  pardon,  and  lover  of  huroati 
Halvation,  ive  beseech  thy  clemency,  that  the  bre.fli- 
run,  relations,  and  benefactors  of  our  congtegatlon, 
who  are  departed  thjs  life,  may,  thiou^  the  intbr' 
cession  of  the  blessed  Mary,  ever  a  virgin,  and  of  all 
thy  saints,  attain  to  the  fellowship  of  eternal  bliss. 

O  God,  the  Creator  and  Itedeeraer  of  all  the  faith- 
ful, give  to  tie  souls  of  thj'  servants,  men  and  women . 
the  remission  of  all  their  sins ;  that  by  pious  suji- 
plications  they  may  obtain  the  pardon  they  have 
dways  desired.  Who  liveat  and  leignest,  world  with 

R,  Amen. 

V.  Eternal  rest  give  to  them,  0  Lord. 
R.  And  let  perpetual  light  shine  on  them. 
V.  May  they  rest  in  peace. 
R.  Amen. 

On  the  Commemoration  of  All  Soith,  the  last  of 
the  foregoing  Prayers  is  said  exclusively. 


AbsoIiVb,  we  beseech  tliee,  0  Lord,  the  soul  of  thy 
servant  N.,  that  being  dead  to  the  world,  he  (or  she) 
may  live  to  thee  ;  and  whatever  he  (w  she)  has  com- 
mitted through  human  frailty,  do  thou  wipe  away  by 
the  pardon  of  tin"  most  merciful  goodness;  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Clirist  thy  Son,  who  livest  and  reign- 
esi  with  thee  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Giosi,  Goi 
world  without  end. 

R.  Amen. 

V.  Giant  them  eternal  rest,  O  Lord. 

R.  And  let  perpetual  light  shine  an  them. 

V.  May  they  rest  in  peace. 

R.  Amen. 
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A  Prayer  for  a  Btshtp  or  Priest  deceased.     WXef 

tl  IS  for  a  Priest,  the  word  Pontifical  is   urmtced, 

and  Priestly  iatroducea. 

1  (lOP,  who  among  tliy  apostolic  priests  hast  be- 
stowed on  thy  servant  K.  the  pontifical  [or  priestly) 
dignity ;  grant,  we  beseech  thee,  that  he  may  also  be 
joinad  with  them  in  perpetual  society.    Thtoagh,  &c. 
For  a  Fattier  and  Mother  deceased, 

0  God,  who  hast  commanded  ua  to  honour  out 
I'athei  ajid  mother,  have  compassion,  in  thy  mercy, 
on  the  souIb  of  my  father  and  mother,  and  forgive 
them  their  sins,  and  grant  that  we  may  meet  in  the 
joy  of  eternal  bliss.     Throngb,  &e. 

For  a  Father  or  a  Motlim. 

O  God,  who  hast  commanded  lis  to  honour  out 
lather  and  mother,  have  mercy,  through  thy  good- 
less,  on  Ihe  soul  of  my  father,  (or  my  mother,)  and 
forgive  him  (her)  his  (Aer)  sins,  and  grant  1  may  see 
him  (her)  in  Ihe  joy  of  eternal  Miss.  Through  &o. 
For  a  Mother  deceased. 

O  Gon,  who  hast  commanded  us  to  honour  out 
father  and  mother,  have  mercy,  through  thy  geod- 
nesB,  on  the  soul  of  my  mother,  and  forgive  her  her 
sins,  and  grant  I  may  see  her  in  the  joy  of  eternal 
'liss.    Through,  &c. 

For  a  Man  deceased. 

Inoi.ink,  0  Lord,  liy  ear  to  our  prayers,  in  which 
e  humbly  beseech  thy  raerey,  that  thou  woulJst 
ptace  the  soul  of  thy  servant,  which  thou  hast  caused 
to  depart  from  this  world,  into  the  region  of  poace 
and  light ;  and  unite  in  the  feUowship  of  thy  saints. 
Thtoi^h,  &c. 

For  a  Woman  deceased. 

We  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  for  thy  goodness,  have 
Bmcy  OD  the  soul  of  thy  servant ;  and  being  freed 
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fiom  the  conuption  of  raortaJity,  toslore  bat  tho 
portion  of  eternal  salvation.     Tlirough,  &c. 
On  an  A^^nweraary  Day.     If  it  be  for  one  Person 
only,  it  ts  to  he  said  in  the  singular  number. 

O  LoaD,  the  God  of  pardon,  give  to  the  souls  of 
Ihy  servants,  men  and  women  departsd,  wlioae  aiini 
versary  day  of  departure  we  cornmeinorate,  tlie  seal 
of  refreaiiiiient,  the  happiness  of  rest,  and  the  bright 
nosa  of  eternal  l%ht.     Through,  &e. 

For  Brethren,  Relations,  and  Benefactors, 

O  God,  the  giver  of  pardon,  aad  lover  of  human 
salvation,  we  beseech  thy  clemency  to  grant  that  the 
brethren,  lelations,  and  benefactors  of  our  congrega- 
tion, who  are  departed  this  wotM,  may,  by  the  inter- 
cession of  the  blessed  Mary,  ever  virgin,  and  of  al! 
thy  saints,  attain  to  the  fellowship  of  eternal  beaii- 
[ndo.     Through,  &a. 

For  the  Dead  in  general. 

O  OoD,  the  Creator  and  Redeemer  of  all  the  faith- 
ful, give  tn  the  souls  of  thy  servants,  men  and  women, 
the  reroiBsion  of  all  their  sins  :  ihat  fay  pious  suppli- 
cations they  may  obtain  the  pardon  which  they  hawe 
always  desired.  Who  livest  and  reignest  with  God 
she  Father,  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  one  God, 
world  without  end      B   Amen. 


rhefollowii,_  

as  the  lliree  Wicfiu-RS  ua  sold,  as  belbre  illrecwB  id  LueniDric, 
pass  471.  AC  odier  Umat  iL  is  omiiud,  and  [lie  OlBca  bagina 
wtUi  the  Anihom  of  lite  Paalaa  of  (bs  Saetam,  whan  only  ana 
WoelurulasBlilwilh  thaXouib  In  the  (bllovlng  onlor,  vft.  on 
Bianday  and  Tkwradai/,  the  flrst  ftactumi  on  T^eaday  and 
Friday,  (he  second  Soeluttti  on  Wednesday  nod  Saturilai, 
thelhlrajroelum. 

Tke  Invitatory. 
Comb,  let  us  adore  the  King,  to  whom  siil  things 
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e  tlie  King,  t>t  whom  all  things 


Come,  let  as  praise  tlia  Lord  witli  joy  :  let  as  joy- 
fully sing  to  GikI  oar  Saviour.  Let  us  coine  befora 
his  presence  with  thanksgiving,  and  make  a  joyfi£ 
noise  to  him  with  psalms. 

Come,  let  us  adore  the  King,  to  whom  all  thiaga 

For  the  Lord  is  a  great  God,  and  a  great  King 
above  all  gods ;  because  the  Lord  repels  not  his  people, 
for  in  hb  hand  are  all  the  ends  of  Uie  earth ;  and  ths 
heights  of  the  mountains  are  his. 

Come,  let  us  adore. 

For  the  eea  is  his,  and  he  mada  it :  and  his  hands 
formed  the  dry  land.  Come  let  as  adore  and  fall 
down :  and  weep  before  the  Lord  that  made  us.  For 
he  is  the  Lord  our  God  :  and  we  aie  the  people  of  hia 
pasture,  and  the  sheep  of  his  hand. 

Oome,  let  us  adore  the  King,  to  whom  all  things 

To-day,if  ye  shall  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your 
hearts  ;  as  ia  the  provocation,  according  to  the  day 
of  temptation  in  the  wilderness :  where  your  fathers 
iempted  me,  they  proved  me,  and  saw  my  works. 

Come,  let  us  adore. 

Forty  years  long  was  1  oITended  with  that  gene- 
ration, and  1  said  :  These  always  err  in  their  hearts. 
And  these  men  have  not  Icnown  my  ways ;  so  i 
ewore  in  my  wrath  that  they  shall  not  enter  into  my 

Como,  let  as  adore  the  King,  to  whom  all  things 

Grant  them  eternal  rest,  0  Lord,  and  let  perpetual 
ight  snine  on  them. 
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Ts  THE  First  Noctubn. 

On  Monday  and  Thursday. 

,knth.  Dirept,  0  Lord  my  God,  my  way  ;n  ihi 

Psalm  v.      Verba  inea. 
Give  ear,  O  Lord,  to  my  words,  understand  my 


^ea 


Hearken  to  the  voice  of  my  prayer,  O  ray  Kii)[[ 
and  my  God. 

For  to  Ihee  will  I  pray ;  0  Lord,  in  the  momiiig 
Ihon  shalt  hear  my  voice. 

In  the  morning  I  will  stand  before  thee,  and  will 
see  ;  that  thou  mt  not  a  God  that  wiliest  iniquity. 

Neither  shall  the  wicked  dwell  near  thee;  norshill 
the  nnjust  abide  before  thy  eyes. 

Thoii  hatest  all  the  workers  of  iniquity :  thou  wilt 
destroy  all  that  speak  a  lie. 

The  bloody  and  the  deceitful  man  the  Lord  will 
abhor :  but  as  for  me,  in  the  multitude  of  thy  mercy, 

I  will  come  into  thy  house  :  I  will  worship  towards 
thy  holy  temple,  in  thy  fear. 

Conduct  me,  0  Lord,  in  thy  justice :  because  of 
myenemies,  direct  my  way  in  thy  sight. 

For  there  is  no  truth  in  their  mouth ;  their  heart 
to  vain. 

Their  throat  is  an  open  sepulchre :  they  dealt  de- 
eeitfully  with  theiv  tongues  :  judge  them,  0  God. 

Let  them  fai  from  their  devices  :  aocordingr  to  the 
multitude  of  tbflir  wickednesses  cast  them  out ;  foi 
th^  have  provoked  thee,  0  Lord. 

But  let  all  tliem  be  glad  that  hope  in  thee  :  ihey 
■liall  rejoice  for  ever,  and  thou  shalt  dwell  In  them. 

And  all  they  that  love  thy  name  shall  glory  in  thee : 
Ibr  thoii  wilt  bleas  the  just. 

O  Ijird,  thou  hasi  crowned  us,  as  with  a  shield  of 
thy  gi)od-v  ill. 
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Grant  them  eternal  rest,  &e. 
Anlh.  Direct,  0  Lord  my  God,  my  slepa  in  tlij 
•ight. 

Anth,  Turn  to  me,  0  Lord, 

Pbalm  11.    Domine,  ne  in  Jurors.     (See  p.  398.) 
Grant  them  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Anih.  Turn  to  me,  0  Lord,  and  delirer  my  soul ; 
foi  there  is  none  in  death  who  will  be  mindful  of  lime, 
Antk.   Lest  at  any  lime. 

Psalm  vii.     Donixne,  Sens  mens. 

O  LoRo,  my  God,  in  thee  have  I  put  my  trust ;  save 
me  from  all  them  that  persecute  me,  and  deliver  me 

Lest  at  any  time  he  seiie  upon  my  soul,  like  a  lion 
while  there  is  no  one  to  redeem  mo,  noi  to  save. 

0  Lord,  my  God,  if  I  have  done  this  thing,  if  there 
be  iniquity  in  my  hands  ; 

If  I  have  tendered  to  them  that  repaid  me  evils,  let 
me  deservedly  fall  empty  before  my  enemies. 

Let  the  enemy  pursue  my  soul,  and  seize  it ;  and 
tread  down  my  hfe  on  the  earth ;  and  bring  down  my 
glory  to  the  dust. 

Rise  up,  O  Lord,  in  thy  anger :  and  be  thou  exalted 
.  in  the  borders  of  my  enemies. 

And  arise,  O  Lord  my  God,  in  the  precept  which 
tiu-a  hast  commanded.  And  a  congregation  of  peo- 
ple shall  surround  thee. 

And  for  their  sakes  return  thou  on  high.  The  Lord 
jndgeth  the  people. 

Jud^e  me,  O  Lord,  according  to  my  justice,  snd 
according  to  my  innocence  in  me. 

The  wickedness  of  sinners  shall  be  brj>ught  to 
nought,  and  tliou  shalt  direc'^  the  just :  the  seiwchet 
of  hearts  and  reins  is  God. 

Just  is  my  help  from  the  Lord ;  who  aavPth  the  up- 
light  of  heart. 

God  ia  ajuBtjadge,8ttongand  patient :  it  he  angij 
Wtf.j  day  t 
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Except  you  will  be  converted,  he  will  brandish  hu 
Bword  :  lie  hath  bent  his  bow,  and  niade  it  ready . 

And  in  it  he  hath  prepared  the  instruments  of  death ; 
ho  hath  made  ready  his  arrows  for  them  that  bum. 

Behold  he  hath  been  in  labour  with  injustice ;  he 
hath  conceived  sorrow,  and  brought  forth  iniquity. 

He  hath  opened  a  pit  and  dug  it :  and  he  ia  falles 
into  the  hole  hemade. 

His  Srtrrow  shall  be  turned  on  his  own  head :  and 
hia  iniquity  shall  come  down  upon  his  orown. 

And  I  will  give  glory  to  the  Lord  according  to  hia 
justice :  and  will  sing  praise  to  the  name  of  the  Lord 
the  most  high. 

Grant  them  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Anth.  Lest  at  any  time  the  enemv  seize  upon  my 
soul,  like  a  lion,  while  there  is  none  to  redeem  me, 

V.  From  the  gates  of  hell, 

R.  Deliver  their  soul,  0  Lord. 

Our  Father,  &c.  in  secret. 

The  FirH  Lesson.    Job  vi. 

Spabb  me,  O  Lord,  for  my  days  are  nothing.  What 
IB  a  man  that  thou  ehouldst  magnity  him?  or  wliy 
dost  thou  set  thy  heart  upon  him  %  Thou  visite-i  him 
early  in  the  momingt  and  thou  proveat  him  sud^.eniy. 
How  long  wilt  thon  not  spare  me,  nor  let  me  alone  ti 
swallow  down  my  spittle  1  I  have  sinned,  what  shall 
I  do  lo  thee,  0  keeper  of  men '  why  hast  thou  petnie 
opposite  to  thee,  and  I  am  become  bordensonie  to 
myself!  Why  dost  thou  not  remove  my  sin,  awd  why 
dost  thou  not  take  away  my  iniquity!  Beholt"  nowl 
shall  sleep  in  the  dust :  and  if  thou  seek  me  in  the 
morning  I  shall  not  be. 

R.  I  believe  my  Redeemer  livelh,  and  tha'  in  the 
last  day  I  shall  rise  from  the  earth,  and  in  n>y  flesh 
I  shaU  ace  God  my  Saviour. 

V.  Whom  I  myself  shall  see,  and  not  anotkei,  and 
oy  eyes  shnll  behold.    And  in  my  flesh. 
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The  Second  Lesson,     Job  x. 

Ms  soul  is  weary  of  my  life ;  I  will  lot  go  my 
(peecL  against  myself,  I  will  spealt  in  tl  e  bitterueaa 
of  my  soul.  I  will  say  to  Giid :  Do  not  condemn  me : 
lelt  me  why  thou  judgest  me  so.  Doth  it  seem  g  ood 
to  thee  that  thou  ^ouldst  calumnkte  rati,  and  oppi'ess 
me,  the  work  of  thy  own  hands,  and  help  the  counsel 
of  the  wicked  1  Hast  thou  eyes  of  flesh  :  or  shall 
thou  see  as  man  seeth  1  Are  thy  days  as  the  days 
of  man,  and  are  Ihy  years  as  the  times  of  men,  that 
thou  shouldst  inquire  after  my  iniquity,  and  search 
after  my  sin  !  And  shouldst  know  that  X  l^ve  dcno 
no  wicked  thing,  whereas  there  is  bo  maa  diat  can 
deliver  out  of  tliy  hands. 

R.  Thou  who  didst  raise  Lazarus  stinldng  from  the 
grave.     Thou,  O  Lord,  give  them  rest.  '.„i  a  place 

V.  Who  art  to  come  to  judge  the  liying  and  the 
dead,  and  the  world  by  fire.     Thou,  O  Lord. 
The  Third  Lesson.     Joa  x. 

Thv  hands  have  made  me,  and  fashioned  me  wholly 
round  about,  and  dost  iJiou  cast  me  down  headlong  on 
a  sudden?  Remember,  I  beseech  thee,  that  thonhast 
made  mo  as  the  clay,  and  Ihou  wilt  bring  me  into  dust 
agab.  Hast  thou  not  milked  me  and  curdled  me  lilce 
clieese  ?  Thou  hast  cSothed  me  with  skin  and  flesh : 
thou  hast  put  me  together  with  bones  and  sinews. 
Thou  hast  granted  me  life  and  mercy,  and  thy  visita- 
tion hath  preserved  my  spirit. 

R.  O  Lord,  when  thoti  shalt  come  to  judge  the  earth, 
where  shall  I  hide  myself  from  the  faceof  thyvrathl 
For  I  have  sinned  exceedingly  in  my  life. 

V.  1  dread  my  misdeeds,  and  bluii  before  thee  :  do 
not  condemn  me,  when  thou  shalt  oome  to  judge.  For 
I  have  sinned  exceedingly  in  my  life. 

V.  Grant  them  eternal  rest,  O  Lord,  and  let  per- 
petual light  shine  on  them.     For  I  have. 
ttre&a  Lfoidaareresited,  when  ths  Jirti  Nochttn  onJy  it  lofti 
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Ar   THE    SECOND   NoCTUBU. 

On  Tuesday  and  Friday. 
A  ata    Til  a  olaoe  of  pasture  he  hath  set  me. 

rsALM  XXII.     Bmninus  regit  me. 
Ths  Lord  ruleih  me ;  and  I  shall  want  nothing 
He  hath  eet  nie  in  a  place  of  pasture. 

He  hath  bronght  me  up  on  tlie  water  of  refresh, 
ment ;  he  lialh  converted  ray  soul. 

He  hath  led  ma  oti  the  paths  of  justice,  foi  hiaown 

For  though  I  should  walli  in  the  midst  of  the  sha- 
dow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evils,  for  thou  art  with  me 

Thy  rod  and  thy  staff,  they  have  comforted  me. 

Thou  i.us:  prepared  a  table  before  me,  against  them 
that  afflict  me. 

Thou  liast  anointed  my  head  with  oil ;  and  my  cha- 
I'ce  which  inebtiateth  me,  how  goodly  is  it. 

And  thy  mercy  will  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my 
ife. 

And  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lonl, 
nnto  length  of  days. 

Grant  them  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Antk.  Ill  a  place  of  pasture  he  hath  set  me. 

Arah.  The  offences. 

Psalm  xxiv.     Ad  teDomine  levavu 

To  thee,  0  Iiord,  have  I  lifted  up  my  soul.  In  theo 
0  my  God,  1  put  my  trust !  let  me  not  be  ashamed. 

Neither  let  my  enemies  laugh  at  me  ;  for  none  of 
them  that  wait  on  tliije  shall  be  confounded. 

Let  all  tliem  he  confounded  that  act  unjust  things 
nrithaut  canse. 

Show,  O  Lord,  thy  ways  to  me,  and  teach  me  lliy 
patlis. 

Direct  me  in  thy  truth,  and  teach  me  ;  for  tlion  art 
God  my  Saviour ;  and  on  thee  have  1  waited  all  the 
day  long. 
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Remember,  0  Lord,  thy  bowels  of  compafiaioii ;  anc] 
thy  mercies  tliat  aie  from  the  begiitniiig  of  the  world 
The  sins  of  my  youth,  and  my  ignorancea,  do  not 
remember. 

According  to  thy  mercy  remember  thou  me :  (oi 
thy  goodness  sake,  O  Lord, 

The  Lord  is  sweot  and  righteous :  therefore  he  will 
give  a  law  to  sinuers  in  the  way. 

He  will  gL'-de  the  inild  in  judgment :  he  will  teaeb 
the  meek  his  ways. 

All  the  ways  of  the  Lord  aie  meicy  and  truth,  to 
(hem  that  seek  after  his  covenant  and  Ms  testimciiies. 
For  thy  name's  sake,  O  Lord,  thou  wUt  pardon  my 
Bin  ;  for  it  is  great. 

Who  is  the  roan  that  feareth  the  Lordi  he  hath 
ajipolnted  him  a  law  in  the  way  he  hatli  chosen. 

His  soul  shall  dwell  in  good  things ;  and  his  seed 
shall  inherit  the  land. 

The  Lord  is  a  firmament  to  them  that  fear  him ' 
and  his  covenant  shall  be  made  manifest  to  them. 

My  eyes  are  ever  towards  the  Lord ;  for  he  shaii 
pluck  my  feet  out  of  the  snare. 

Look  thou  upon  me,  and  have  mercy  on  me ;  for  I 
am  alone  and  poor. 

The  troubles  of  my  heart  are  multiplied;  deliTej 
me  from  my  riecessities. 

See  my  abjection  and  my  labour ;  and  forgive  mo 

Consider  my  enemies,  for  they  are  multiplied,  and 
have  haled  me  with  an  unjust  haired. 

Keep  tliou  my  soul,  and  deliver  me  ;  I  shall  not  be 
ashamed,  for  I  have  hoped  in  thee. 

The  innocent  and  the  upright  liave  adhered  to  me; 
because  I  have  waited  on  thee. 

Deliver  Israel,  O  God,  from  all  his  tribulations. 

Giant  them  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Anih.  The  shis  ol'  my  youth,  and  my  ignotanc«9 
4o  not  remember,  O  Lord. 

Anlk.  1  believe  ta  see. 
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FsA]:]>i  xsn.     Domintis  ii.fiminatu)  mea. 
The  Lord  is  my  ig-ht  and  my  salvation,  whom  shall 

The  Lord  is  the  protector  of  my  life ;  of  whom  shall 
1  ba  afraid  ? 

Whilst  the  wicked  draw  F.ear  against  mu  to  eat  my 
flesh. 

My  enemies  that  trouble  me  have  theirselves  been 
weakened,  and  have  fallen. 

If  armies  in  camp  should  sUind  together  against 
me,  my  heart  shall  not  fear. 

If  a  battle  should  rise  up  against  me,  in  this  wili  I 
be  conMent. 

One  thing  have  I  asked  of  the  Lord,  this  will  1 
seek  after ;  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
all  the  days  of  my  life. 

That  I  may  see  the  delight  of  the  Lord,  and  may 
visit  his  temple. 

For  he  hath  hid  me  in  his  tabernacle ;  in  the  day 
of  evils,  he  hath  protected  me  in  the  secret  place  of 
hia  tabernacle. 

He  hath  exalted  me  upon  a  rock :  and  now  he  hath 
lifted  up  my  head  above  my  enemies. 

I  have  gone  round,  and  have  offered  up  in  his  ta- 
bernacle a  sacrifice  of  jubilation ;  I  wil  sing,  and 
recite  a  psalm  to  the  Lord. 

Hear,  0  Lord,  my  voice,  with  which  I  have  cried 
to  thee  ;  have  mercy  on  me,  and  hear  me. 

My  heart  hath  said  to  thee :  my  face  hath  sought 
Ihee  :  thy  face,  O  Lord,  will  I  still  seek. 

Turn  liot  away  thy  face  from  me :  decline  not  in 
Ihy  wrath  from  thy  servant. 

Be  thou  my  helper,  forsake  me  not ;  do  not  thoD 
dcgiise  me,  0  God  my  Saviour. 

For  my  father  and  my  motlier  have  left  me ;  hu' 
the  Lord  hath  talten  me  up. 

Sp.I  me,  O  Lord,  a  law  in  the  way,  and  guide  ma 
in  the  right  path,  because  of  my  enemies 
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Deliver  me  not  over  to  the  will  of  them  that  tr<y jbla 
me :  for  unjust  witnesses  have  risen  up  against  me : 
and  iniquity  hath  lied  to  itself. 

I  believe  ta  see  the  good  things  of  the  Lotd  in  tbo 
land  of  the  living. 

Expect  the  Lord,  do  manfully  and  let  thy  heart 
take  courage,  and  wait  thou  for  Uie  Lord. 

Grant  them  eternai  rest,  &i;, 

Anth.  I  heiieve  to  see  the  good  things  of  the  Lord 
Ju  the  land  of  the  living. 

V.  May  the  Lord  place  them  with  the  princes. 

R.  With  the  princes  of  his  people. 

Our  Father,  &c.  in  secret. 

The  Fourth  Lesson.     Job  xih. 

Answeu  me  ;  how  many  are  my  iniquities  and 
sins?  make  me  know  my  crimes  and  offeiieos.  Why 
hidest  thou  thy  face,  and  Ihinkest  me  thy  enemy  ? 
Agiunst  a  leaf  that  is  carried  away  with  the  wind, 
rtiou  showeat  thy  power,  and  thou  pursuest  a  dry 
straw.  For  thou  wiitcst  bitter  things  against  me, 
and  wilt  consume  me  for  the  sins  of  my  youth. .  Thou 
hast  put  my  feet  in  the  stocks,  and  hast  observed  al. 
my  paths,  and  hast  considered  the  steps  of  my  feet. 
Who  am  to  be  consumed,  as  rottenness,  and  as  a 
garment  that  ia  moth-eaten. 

R.  Remember  me,  O  God,  because  my  life  ia  bnl 
wind  ;  nor  may  the  sight  of  man  beliold  me. 

V,  Prom  the  depths  I  have  cried  to  thee,  0  Lent 
Lord,  hear  my  voice.    Nor  may. 

The  Fifth  Lesson.    Job  kiv. 

Man  botn  of  a  woman,  living  for  a  short  time,  !■ 
nlled  with  many  miseries.  Who  cometh  forth  like  a 
Hower,  and  is  destroyed,  and  lleeth  as  s,  shadow,  and 
never  continueth  in  the  san'.e  state.  And  dost  thou 
think  it  meet  to  open  thy  eyes  upon  such  an  one,  an<I 
to  bring  him  into  judgment  with  thee  ^  Who  caD 
make  huncieaD  thatis  uonceivedof  onolfianseed!  Ii 
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it  not  thou  who  only  att  ]  The  days  of  .mail  aro  short, 
and  the  number  of  his  months  is  with  thee:  thoa  haat 
appointed  his  bounds  which  cannot  be  passed.  De- 
part a  little  from  hu»,  that  he  may  rest,  until  his 
wished-fot  day  come,  as  that  of  the  hireling. 

R.  Wo  is  me,  O  Lord,  bec^se  I  have  sinned  ex- 
oeeding-ly  in  my  life ;  O  wretch,  what  shall  I  do, 
whither  shall  I  fly  but  to  thee,  my  Gpd ;  Have  mercy 
OB  me  when  thou  comest  at  the  latter  day. 

V,  My  soul  13  greatly  troubled ;  but  thou,  O  Lord, 
euccout  it.     Have  nieccy  on  me. 

The  Sixth  Lesson,    Jon  xiv. 

Who  will  grant  me  this,  that  thou  mayest  protect 
me,  in  hell,  and  hide  me  till  thy  wiath  pass,  and  ap- 
point me  a  time,  when  thou  wilt  remember  me  1  Shall 
viaa  that  is  dead,  thinkest  thou,  live  again  1  All  the 
days,  in  which  I  am  now  in  warfare,  1  expeet  until 
my  change  come.  Thou  shall  call  me,  and  I  will 
answer  thee :  to  the  'work  of  thy  hands  thou  shall 
reach  out  thy  right  hand.  Thou  indeed  hast  num- 
bered my  steps,  but  spare  my  sins. 

R.  Remember  not  my  sins,  0  Lord,  when  thou  shall 


y  God,  n; 


n  thy  sight; 
When  thou  shall  come  to  judge  the  world  by  fire. 

V.   Grant  them  eternal  rest,  0  Lord,  and  let  per- 
petual light  shine  on  them ;  When. 
Hen  the  lAaia  ore  rfciud  uAen  the  second  Xactara  mly  is  aaiA 


At  the  Third  Nocturn. 
On  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 
Anth.  May  it  please  thee. 

PsALH  xxxix.     Expectans  expeatam. 
With  eKpBKtation  I  have  waited  for  the  Lord,  and 
le  was  attentive  to  tne. 
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And  he  heard  my  prayers,  and  he  hrough  me  oul 
of  the  pil  of  misery  and  the  mire  of  dregs. 

And  he  set  my  feet  upon  a  rock,  and  directed  my 
flteiis. 

And  he  pnt  a  new  canticle  into  my  mouth,  3  song 


Blessed  is  the  man  whose  tmst  is  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  ;  and  who  hath  not  had  regard  to  vanities 
and  lying  foQies. 

Thou  hast  mitltiplied  thy  wonderful  works,  O  Lord 
my  God  :  and  in  thy  thoughts  there  is  no  one  like  to 

1  have  declared  and  I  have  spoken ;  they  are  multi- 
plied above  number. 

Sacrifice  and  oblation  thou  didst  not  desire ;  but 
thou  hast  pierced  ears  for  me. 

Burnt-offering  and  sin-offering  thou  didst  not  re- 
quire ;  then  said  T,  behold  I  come. 

In  the  head  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me,  that  I 
should  do  thy  will ;  0  my  God,  I  have  desired  it,  and 


thy  law  in  tlie  midst  of  my  h' 

i  ha"--,  declared  thy  justice  jc 
I  will  not  restrain  my  lips,  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  it 


i  ha"--,  declared  thy  justice  in  the  great  church  :  lo. 


I  have  not  hid  thy  justice  within  my  heart ;  I  have 
declared  thy  truth  and  thy  salvation. 

I  hare  not  concealed  thy  merey  and  thy  Inith  from 
the  great  council. 

Withhold  not  thou,  0  Lord,  thy  tender  meroioa 
from  me  :  thy  mercy  and  thy  truth  have  always  up- 
held me. 


They  are  multiphed  above  the  h^rs  of  my  head : 
Wid  my  heart  hath  foiaaken  me. 

Be  pleased,  0  Lord,  to  deliver  me ;  look  down,  0 
Lord,  tu  help  me. 
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Let  them  be  confounded  and  asliamed  togethei 
tjiat  seek  aAer  my  bouI  to  take  it  away. 

IiBt  them  be  turned  backward  and  be  ashamed,  thai 
desire  evils  to  me. 

Let  them  immediately  bear  their  confusion,  that 
Bay  to  me,  'Tis  welt,  'tis  well. 

Let  ail  that  eeek  thee  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  tJiee  : 
and  let  sueh  as  love  thy  salvation,  say  always,  tha 
Lord  be  magnified. 

But  I  am  a  beggar  and  poor :  the  Lord  is  careful 
fill  me. 

Thou  art  my  helper  and  my  ptoteetor  :  0  niy  God, 
be  not  slack. 

Grant  them  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Aath.  Be  pleased,  0  Lord,  to  deliver  me :  look 
down,  O  Lord,  co  help  me. 

Anlh.  Heal  my  soul,  O  Lord. 

Pbalm  sl.    Meatus  gut  iTttelUgit. 

Ri.ESSED  is  he  that  understandeth  concerning  the 
nee[ly  and  the  poor :  the  Lord  will  deliver  him  in  tiie 
evil  day. 

The  Lord  preserve  him  and  give  him  lifo.  and  make 
him  blessed  upon  the  earth ;  and  deliver  hui.  .lot  up 
lit  the  will  of  his  enemies. 

The  Lord  help  him  on  his  bed  of  sorrow :  diou  hasS 
turned  all  his  couch  ir  his  stckness. 

I  said :  0  Lord,  he  Ihou  merciful  to  me :  heal  my 
soul,  for  I  have  sinned  against  thee. 

My  enemies  have  spoken  evils  against  me  :  when 
Bhall  he  die,  and  his  n^ne  perish  ! 

And  if  he  came  to  see  me,  he  spoke  vain  things , 
his  heart  gathered  together  iniquity  to  itself. 

He  went  out,  and  spoke  to  the  saijie  piirpoeo. 

All  roy  enemies  whispered  together  against  ma : 
ihey  devised  evila  to  me. 

They  determined  against  me  an  unjust  wnid ;  ul'sS 
be  that  ileepoth  rise  again  no  m^re ! 
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For  even  the  man  of  my  peace,  in  whom  I  trusted, 
«iio  ate  my  bread,  hath  greatly  supplanted  me. 

But  thou,  O  Lord,  have  mercy  on  me,  aiid  raise 
me  up  again :  and  I  wijl  requite  them. 

By  tJiie  I  ItiiOw  that  thou  haat  haJ  a  good-will  for 
ma :  because  my  enemy  shall  nut  lejoice  over  me. 

But  thou  hast  upheld  me  by  reason  of  my  inn.>- 
cenoe  :  and  hast  established  nie  in  tJiy  sight  for  ever. 

Blessed  be  the  Lord  die  God  of  Israel  from  eter- 
nity to  eternity.    So  be  it.    So  be  it. 

Anth,  Grant  them  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Aiith,  Heal  my  soul,  O  Lord,  because  I  have  sin- 
ned against  thee. 

Anth.  My  soul 

Psalm  su.     Quemadmodum  desiderat. 

As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  fountains  of  waters . 
M  my  soul  panteth  after  Ihee,  O  God. 

My  soul  hath  thirsted  after  the  strong  living  God ; 
when  shall  I  come  and  appefir  before  the  face  of  God  1 

My  teass  have  been  my  bread  day  and  night,  whilst 
it  is  said  to  me  daily,  where  is  lliy  Goil  1 

These  things  I  remembered,  and  poured  out  my 
Houl  in  me  :  for  I  shall  go  over  into  the  place  of  the 
wonderful  tabernacle,  even  to  the  house  of  God ; 

With  the  voice  of  joy  and  praise ;  the  noise  of  one 
feasting. 

Why  art  thou  sad,  0  my  soul?  and  why  liost  thon 
trouble  me  ? 

Hope  in  God ;  for  I  will  still  give  praise  to  him, 
the  salvation  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God. 

My  soul  is  troubled  within  myself :  therefore  will  1 
remember  thee  from  the  land  of  Jordan  and  Hermo- 
ulim,  from  the  little  hill. 

Deep  ealleth  on  deep  at  the  noise  of  thy  flood-gatea. 

All  thy  heights  and  thy  billows  have  passed  ovei 
me. 

In  the  daytime  the  Lord  hath  cnmmanded  hia 
Buncy  i  and  a  cantiele  to  him  in  the  night. 
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With  me  ia  prayer  to  the  God  of  my  life.  I  wiD 
My  to  God,  thou  art  my  support. 

Why  has;  thou  forgotten  mel  and  why  golmoam- 
ing,  whilst  my  enemy  affltcteth  me  1 

whilst  my  bon.es  are  broken,  my  enemies  whfl 
trouble  me  have  reproached  me. 

Whilst  tliey  say  to  me,  day  by  day,  where  is  thy 
GodT 

Why  art  then  cast  down,  0  my  soul  1  and  why  doat 
hou  disquiet  me  7 

Hopn  thou  in  God,  for  I  will  stjil  give  praise  to 
him :  the  salvation  of  my  countenance  and  my  God. 

Grant  them  eternal  teat,  &c. 

Anth.  My  soul  has  thirsted  after  the  living  God  , 
when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before  the  face  of  the 

V.  Deliver  not  to  beasts  the  souls  that  confess  thee. 

R.  And  the  souls  of  thy  poor  forget  not  to  the  end 

Our  Father,  &c.    All  in  secret. 

The  Seventh  Lesson.     Jon  xvii. 

My  spirit  shall  be  wasted,  my  days  shall  be  short- 
ened, and  only  the  grave  temaineth  for  me.  I  have 
not  sinned,  and  my  eye  abideth  in  bitterness.  Deliver 
me,  0  Lord,  and  set  me  beside  thee,  and  let  not  any 
man's  hand  fight  s^ainat  me.  My  days  liave  passed 
away,  my  thoughts  are  dissipated,  tormenting  my 
heart ;  they  liave  turned  night  into  day,  and  after 
darkness,  Ihope  for  light  agam.  If  I  wait,  hell  is  my 
house,  and  I  have  maiiemy  bed  in  darkness.  I  have 
said  to  rottenness ;  then  art  my  fiither :  to  worms ; 
you  are  my  mother  and  my  sister.  Where  is  now 
then  my  expectation,  and  who  considereth  my  pa- 

R.  Tho  feat  of  death  troubles  me :  sinning  daily 
and  not  repenting :  because  in  hell  there  is  ro  redemp- 
tion, have  mercy  on  me,  0  God,  ajid  save  me. 
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The  Eigh  h  Le  Job  i  x, 

The  fleali  being  c  m  d  my  b  e  hath  oleared 
lo  my  skin,  and  no  h    g  b      lip  left  about  mj 

teeth.  Have  pity  on  m  h  e  p  y  on  me,  at  least 
you  my  friends,  bee  h    h    d    f  he  Lord  hath 

touched  me.  Why  do  you  persecute  me  as  God,  and 
glut  yourselves  with  my  flesh  1  Who  wiil  grant  me 
fiiat  my  words  may  be  written  1  Who  will  grant  me 
that  they  may  be  marked  down  in  a  book?  With  an 
iron  pen,  and  in  a  plate  of  lead,  or  else  be  graven  with 
an  inBtruraent  in  flint-stone  1  For  I  know  that  my 
Redeemer  liveth,  and  in  the  last  day  I  shall  rise  out 
of  the  earth.  And  I  shall  be  clothed  aj^aui  with  my 
ekin,  and  in  my  flesh  I  shall  see  my  God.  Whom  1 
myself  shall  see,  and,  my  eyes  shall  behold,  and  not 
another  :  this  my  hope  is  laid  up  in  my  bosom. 

R.  Judge  me  not,  O  Lord,  according  to  my  deeds, 
for  I  have  done  nothing  worthy  in  tliy  sight :  there- 
fore I  beseecli  thy  majesty,  that  ihou,  0  God,  mayesl 
blot  out  ray  iniquity. 

V.  Wadi  me,  O  Lord,  yet  more  from  my  injustice, 
and  cleanse  me  from  my  sin.    That. 

The  Ninth  Lesson.    Job  x. 

War  didst  thon  bring  me  forth  out  of  the  wonib  1 
Othat  I  had  been  consnmed,  that  eye  miglit  not  see 
me !  I  should  have  been  as  if  I  had  not  been,  carried 
from  the  womb  to  the  grave.  Shall  not  the  fewness 
of  my  days  be  ended  shortly  ?  Suffer  me,  therefoie, 
that  I  may  lament  my  sorrow  a  little  :  before  1  go 
and  retarn  no  more,  to  a  land  that  is  dark  and  cov- 
ered with  the  mist  of  death  :  a  land  of  misery  and 
darkness,  where  the  shadow  of  death,  and  no  order, 
but  everksting  horror,  dwellelh. 

R.  Deliver  me,  0  Lord,  from  Iheways  of  hell,  who 
hast  biolien  the  brazen  gates,  and  hast  visited  hell, 
and  hast  given  light  to  them,  that  they  might  behold 
(bee  who  were  m  the  pains  of  darkness. 
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^'.  Crying,  and  saying  ;  thou  art  coinej  0  oui  It4 
deemer.    WJio  were. 

V.  Grant  thijm  eternal  rest,  0  Lnrd,  and  let  pti- 
petual  light  shine  on  them.     Who  w^re, 
Thif  Is  altei^n.talil  In  the  Weet-dag  ij^ce.    Bat  the  following 

OemaDson  in  said  onln  on  Ail  Snats'  Say,  and  when  Ihe  Ihrei 

Noclutns  are  Bald  togelAer,  aa  tefore,p.  Ml, 
R.  Deliver  me,  0  Lord,  from  etern^  death,  in  Uut 
dreadM  day,  when  tlie  heavens  and  earth  are  to  bo 
moved :  when  thou  shall  come  to  judge  the  world  dy 

V,  I  tremble  and  do  fear,  when  the  examination  is 
to  be,  and  thy  wrath  to  come,  when  the  heavens  ajid 
esu-th  are  to  be  moved ;  when  thou. 

V,  That  day  is  the  day  of  anger,  of  calamity,  aiiil 
of  iniBery,  a  great  day  and  very  bitter.     When  thou, 

Y.  Grant  them  eternal  reat,  0  Lord,  and  let  pei 
petaal  liglii  ahine  on  them. 

R.  Deliver  me,  O  Lord,  from  eternal  death,  in  thai 
dreadfwl  day,  when  the  heavens  and  earth  are  to  be 
moved,  when  thoa. 

At  Lauds. 


Psalm  l.    Miserere.    (See  page  403.) 

Giant  them  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Anth.  The  bones  that  have  been  humbled  s}iaJ!  r( 
Joice  in  the  Lord. 

Aatlt.  Hear. 

Psalm  lxiv,     Te  decet  hijmnus, 

A  HVMH,  0  God,  beoometh  thse  In  Sion  :  and  a  vo 
shall  be  paid  to  ihee  in  Jerusalem. 

0  hear  my  prayer  :  all  flesh  shid)  cnme  to  thee 

The  words  of  the  wicked  have  prpvailed  over  vs 
and  thou  wilt  pardon  our  transgressions. 

Blfissed  is  he  whom  thou  hast  chosen  And  talien 
thee ;  he  shall  dwell  in  thy  courls. 
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We  shftil  be  filled  with  the  good  tUngs  of  th^ 
faonse :  holy  is  Ihy  temple,  wonderful  in  justice 

Hear  us,  0  God  our  SaTiour,  who  art  the  hope  ol 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  aad  iu  the  sea  afej-  off. 

Thoa  who  preparest  the  moantains  by  thy  strength, 
being  girded  with  power :  who  troublest  the  depth  of 
the  sea,  the  noise  of  its  waves. 

The  gentiles  shall  be  troubled,  and  they  Ihat  dwell 
ia  the  uttermost  borders  shall  be  afrwd  at  thy  signs  . 
thou  shalt  malte  the  outgoings  of  the  morning  and  of 
the  evening  to  be  joyfal. 

Thou  hast  visited  the  earth,  ind  hast  plentifull; 
watered  it ;  tliou  hast  many  ways  enriched  it. 

The  river  of  God  is  filled  with  water :  thou  hast 
prepared  their  food,  for  so  is  its  preparation- 
Fill  up  plentifully  the  streams  thereof;  multiply  its 
fiuite ;  it  aha,)l  spring  up  and  rejoice  in  its  showers. 

Thou  shalt  bl''6S  the  crown  of  the  year  ofthygood- 
niies :  and  thy  Selds  shall  be  filled  with  plenty. 

The  beautiful  places  of  the  wilderness  shall  grow 
ht :  and  the  hills  shall  be  girded  about  with  joy. 

The  rams  of  the  floclc  are  clothed,  and  the  vales 
sliall  abound  with  corn ;  they  shall  sliout,  yea,  they 
sltall  sing  a  hymn. 

Grant  ihem  eternal  rest,  O  Lord. 

Anth.  Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lord ;  all  flesh  shal] 
eome  to  thee. 

Anth.  Thy  right  hand. 

Psalm  lxh.    Peus,  Detis  meus. 

O  God,  my  God,  to  thee  do  I  wateh  at  break  of 

For  thee  my  soul  hath  thirsted ;  for  thfic  my  flesli, 
0  how  many  ways ! 

In  a  desert  land,  and  where  tliere  is  no  way,  and 
no  water ;  so  in  the  sanctuary  have  I  come  before 
thee,  to  see  thy  power  and  thy  glory. 

For  thy  mercy  is  better  than  Jives ;  thee  my  lips 
diaUpruse. 

42* 
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Thua  will  i  bless  ihee  ill  my  life  long^ :  and  in  th? 
name  I  will  lift  up  in;  hands. 

Let  my  soul  be  filled  as  with  marrow  and  fatness  . 
Bud  tny  mouth  shall  praise  thee  with  joyful  lips. 

If  r  have  remembered  thee  upon  my  bed,  I  will 
meditate  on  thee  in  the  morning ;  because  thou  hast 
Been  my  helper. 

And  I  will  rejoice  under  the  covert  of  thy  wings ; 
my  sou!  hath  stuck  close  to  thee  :  thy  rij^hc  hand  hath 
received  me. 

But  they  have  sought  my  soul  in  vain,  they  shal! 
go  into  the  lower  jiarts  of  the  earth  :  they  shall  be  de- 
livered into  the  hands  of  the  sword,  they  shall  be  the 
portions  of  foxes. 

But  the  liing  shall  rejoice  in  God ;  all  they  shall  bn 
liraised  that  swear  by  him :  because  the  mouth  is 
stopped  of  Ehem  that  speak  wicked  things. 

PsAiM  I.KV1.     Deug  tnism-eattr  nostn. 

Mav  God  have  mercy  on  las,  and  hless  us  :  may  ho 
:ause  tiie  light  of  his  countenance  to  shine  upon  us, 
ind  may  he  have  mercy  on  us. 

That  we  may  know  thy  way  npon  earth,  thy  salva- 

Let  people  confess  to  thee,  0  God:  let  all  people 
give  praise  to  thee. 

Let  the  nations  be  glad  and  rejoice:  for  thou  judgest 
Ihe  people  with  justice,  and  directest  the  nations  upon 
earth. 

Let  the  people,  0  God,  confess  to  thee ;  Jet  all  Iha 

Cople  give  praise  to  thee.     The  earth  halh  yielded 
t  ftuit. 

May  God,  our  own  God  bless  us,  may  God  bleu 
OS ;  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fear  him. 
Grant  them  eternal  rest,  &o. 
AMk.  Thy  right  hand,  0  Lord,  has  received  me, 
Anlk,  Ftom  the  gate. 
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AT    LAII09.  499 

Tkt  Smi^  nf  Tlzschias.     Isaias  xxsviu 

I  SAID  ;  in  tliB  in)d3t  of  my  days  I  shall  go  to  the 
gates  of  hell : 

1  sought  for  the  residue  of  my  years.  I  said  ;  I 
shall  nut  sen  the  Lord  God  iji  the  land  of  the  iivlnu. 

I  shall  hchold  ffUiH  no  more,  nor  the  inhabitaiil  of 
lest 

My  generation  ia  at  an  end,  and  it.  is  rolled  away 

My  life  is  out  o/F  as  by  a  weaver  ;  whilst  I  was  yet 
out  beginning  he  out  me  off:  from  morning  even  to 
Dight  tiion  wilt  make  an  end  of  me. 

I  hopod  till  morning ;  as  a  lion  so  hath  he  iirokeo 
all  my  bones. 

Prom  morning  even  to  night  thou  wilt  make  an 
end  of  me.  I  wiil  cry  like  a  young  swallow,  I  will 
meditate  like  a  dove. 

My  eyes  are  weakened  with  looking  upward  : 

Lord,  I  suffer  violence,  answer  thou  forme.  What 
shall  I  say,  or  what  shall  he  answer  for  me,  whereas 
he  himself  hath  done  it  1 

I  wil!  recount  to  thee  all  my  years  in  the  bitter- 
ness of  my  soul. 

O  Lord,  if  man's  life  be  such,  and  the  life  of  my 
spirit  be  in  such  things  as  these,  thou  shalt  correct 
me,  and  make  mo  to  live.  Eehold  in  peace  is  my 
bitterness  most  bitter. 

But  thou  hast  delivered  my  soul,  that  it  should 
[lot  perish ;  thou  hast  cast  ali  my  sins  behind  thy 

For  hell  shall  not  confess  to  thee,  neither  shall 
death  praise  thee;  nor  shall  they  that  go  down  into 
ihe  pit,  look  for  thy  truth. 

The  living,  the  living,  he  shall  give  praise  to  thee, 
M  I  do  this  day ;  the  father  shall  malte  thy  truth 
Known  to  the  cliildren. 

0  Lord,  save  me,  and  we  will  sing  our  psalms  aA 
the  dnys  of  our  life  in  Eha  house  of  the  Lord. 
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Grant  them  eternal  rest,  Sic. 

Antk,  From  the  gate  of  hell,  delivet  my  eoul.  O 
Wu. 

Antk,  Let  every  spirit  praise  the  Lord. 
PsAtM  cxLViii.     Laudate  Dominum. 

Praisb  ye  the  Lord  from  the  heavens;  praise  yo 
him  in  the  high  pl^es. 

Praise  ye  him  ali  his  angels ;  praise  ye  him  all  liia 

Praise  ye  him  0  sun  and  moon :  praise  him  all  ye 
Btars  and  light. 

Praise  him  ye  heavens  of  heavens :  and  lot  all  the 
waters  that  are  above  the  heavens,  praise  the  name 
of  the  Lord. 

For  he  spoke,  and  they  were  made ;  he  commanded 
and  they  were  created. 

He  hath  established  them  for  ever,  and  for  ages  cf 
a.ges ;  he  hath  made  a  decree,  and  it  shall  not  pass 

Praise  the  Lord  from  the  eartli,  ye  dragons,  and  all 
ye  deejis. 
Fire,  hail,  snow,  ice,  stormy  winds,  which  fulfil  his 

Mountains  and  all  hills,  fruitful  trees  and  all  cedars. 
Beasts   and    all    cattle ;    serpents   and   feathered 

Kings  of  the  earth,  and  all  people ;  princes,  and  all 
judges  of  the  earth. 

Young  men  and  maidens :  Jet  the  old  with  the 
younger  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  for  his  name 
alone  is  exalted. 

The  praise  of  him  is  above  heaven  and  earth ;  and 
lie  hath  exalted  the  horn  of  his  people. 

A  hymn  to  all  his  saints ;  to  the  children  of  Israel, 
a  people  approaching  to  him. 

Psalm  cxlik.     Cantate  Domino, 

Sins  ye  to  the  Lord  a  new  canliele :  let  liis  praise 
De  m  the  church  of  the  s^nta. 
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Let  Isiael  rejoice  in  him  that  made  him :  and  let  the 
ehUdrtm  of  Sion  be  joyful  in  their  king. 

Let  ihem  praise  hia  name  m  choir ;  let  them  sing 
le  him  with  the  timbrel  and  the  psaltery. 

TTor  the  Lord  is  well  pleased  with  his  pei>p]Q  :  and 
he  will  exalt  the  meek  unto  salvSition. 

The  saints  shall  rejoice  in  glory :  they  shall  bs 
joj^ul  in  their  beda. 

The  high  praises  of  God  shall  be  in  thei(  montii ; 
uid  two-edged  swords  in  their  hands. 

To  execute  vengeance  upon  the  mttiona,  chastise- 
ments among  the  ^leojile  ; 

To  bind  their  kings  with  fetters,  and  their  nobles 
with  manacles  of  iron. 

To  execute  upon  them  the  judgment  that  is  written : 
&\s  glory  is  to  all  his  saints. 

PsAiw  cL.     Laudate  Doaiinwn  in  Sanctis. 

Praise  ye  the  Lord  in  his  holy  places:  praise  ya 
him  in  the  lirmament  of  his  power. 

Praise  ye  him  for  his  mighty  acts  :  praise  ye  him 
according  to  the  multitude  of  his  greatness. 

Praise  him  with  BOnnd  of  trumpet :  praise  him  with 
psaltery  and  harp. 

Praise  him  with  timbrel  and  choir  :  praise  him 
with  strings  and  organs. 

Praise  him  on  high-soundiog  eymbals :  praise  him 
on  cymbals  of  joy  :  Let  every  spirit  praise  tlie  Lord. 

Grant  tJiem  eternal  rest,  &c. 

Anlh.  Let  every  spirit  praise  the  Lord. 

V.  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  saying  to  Lne 

R.  lilessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord. 

Anlh.  I  am  the  resnrrection,  and  the  Hfe  :  ho  tiiat 
believes  in  me,  though  he  be  dead,  shall  live;  and 
every  one  that  lives,  and  believes  in  me,  shall  never 

The  SoTig  of  Zac/iary.     Luke  I.     (See  page  104.) 
Grant  them  eternal  rest,  Slc. 
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Anlh  I  am  the  resurrection,  and  the  li%  :  he 
believes  in  me,  though  he  he  dead,  shall  lire  ; 
every  one  that  lives,  and  helieres  in  me,  shall  n 


Our  Father,  &c.  in  secret, 

y.  And  lead  us  not  into  temptatinn. 

R.  But  deliver  us  from  evil. 

W/ien  the  Office  isa  Double,  the  Psalm  De  Profundtl 
(for  which  see  p.  40a)  i*  nmitied. 
Grajit  them  eternal  rest,  &o. 
V.  Fiflm  the  gates  of  hell. 
B.  Deliver  their  souls,  O  Lord, 
V.  May  they  rest  in  peace 
R.  Amen. 

V.  0  Lord,  hear  my  prayer. 
R.  And  let  my  cry  conie  to  thee. 
V.  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
R.  And  with  thy  spirit. 

The  Prayer  is  redted  as  at  the  End  of  the  Vespprs,  (jioge  «5,j 
accordiTt^  to  the  R/mk,  Dsgreg,  or  Set/  of  the  Person  for  At 
Repose  of  whose  Sojd  the  Q^ce  has  been  said  or  niatg. 


Some  feta  of  the  many  Reasons  which  must  for  t 
attach  a  Roman  Catholic  to  his  Religion. 

Why  are  jou  a  Romm  Cothalie  ? 

Because  as  I  am  convinced  there  can  be  but  one  trui 
igion.  so  I  am  eqiially  convinced  that  no  other  tlian 


Roman  Catholic  R „ 

Whvdo  ym  iMak  there  can  be  but  one  true  religion  ? 

iBt,  BecsUBB  reason  itseif  shows  it.    2dJv,  Because  it  n 

cLeHrly  declared  in  the  Scripture. 
Bow  doga  reason  thojv  that  there  can  be  bat  one  true  ra- 
it must  appeal  evident,  when  we  consider  mvihat  true 
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religlfm  cotisisls.  The  truB  rsligion  is  that  piite  and  lialy 
norBliij)  of  God,  whicli  he  himself  approves  and  commands; 
which  is  really  worthy  of  hia  infinile  majeslv ;  whii  h  i* 
pounded  on  bis  unerring  truth  and  liis  adorable  slui  lily. 
11  is  that  religion  whose  doctrines  are  true,  and  whoss  pre- 
tepta  are  holy.    That  such  are  the  c" 

raUgion  cannot  be  contested.    But  il  —  , —  -. 

charactsra  cannot  belong  to  more  than  one  religion ;  for  Ood 
cannot  approve  as  pure,  and  holy,  and  worthy  of  hhn,  any 
orie  rsligion,  without  disapproving  every  oljier  that  is  contraty 
thereto.  If  the  doetiine  taught  in  one  religion  be  true,  the 
contrary  doctrines  taugbl  in  other  teUgioiis  must  be  false. 
tf  the  precepts  or  rules  of  conduct  inculcated  by  one  re- 
Egitm  lead  to  virtue  and  hoUrteas.  whatever  is  opposite  to 
these  mtiBt  lead  to  vice  and  ungodliness.  We  cannot  there 
fbre  admit  diffeient  true  religions,  without  attributing  con 
ttadictions  and  inconsistencies  to  God  himself  Whence  il 
iwpears,  that  il  is  equally  impossible  there  should  be  mora 
fnan  one  true  religion,  as  )t  is  that  there  should  be  more  than 
jne  true  God. 

How  diK8  it  appear  front  Scriptttre,  tJiai  ttiefs  can  bs  bat  otu 
true  TsUgitm? 

InnumerablB  passages  of  the  Scriptnre  show  it.  But  we 
■hall  content  ourselves  with  a  few  that  ate  plain  to  the 
weakest  capacit;^' 

let,  Jesus  Chnst  came,  as  he  says  himself, '  (o  gather  all 
nations  togEther,  to  bring  back  all  who  had  been  dispersed. 


4IJ1.J ,  iiD  aiou  tniiiut  to  estsblish  his  spiritual  kingdom 
throughout  the-whole  earth.  But  how  could  the  Eternal 
Wisdom,  who  had  expressed  in  the  most  forcible  terms,! 
the  desolation  threatening  a  kingdom  divided  in  ilseif,  expose 

*  "AailolhsrsheeDlhavelhalsrsiiotarihls  fiild ;  tbem  also 
I  mum  btiiig,  anr!  Ibey  shall  heat  my  voice ;  and  Ihera  shall  be  on* 
bid  and  ous  ahenhcrd."    Jokn  x.  IE. 

"  And  not  only  Ibr  the  nalioo,bul  lo  aalher  logslher  the  children 
DfQoillbBtnsradispersad."    Ibid.  xi.  iZ. 

"  That  Ihey  all  may  be  one,  as  Lhoa,  Father,  In  me,  and  I  in 
Oa»;  IhetUieyallmaybeone  In  as-,  that  thewQIIil  may  believe 
Oial  thou  bansani  me,"    Ibid.  xvlt.  21. 

I  "  And  Jeaus  knoning  their  Ihoug-hta,  "nitl  m  ilism  ,  Rvott 
fctngdnm  divided  BgalnatiieeirshBll  he  mm 


S? 
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hja  own  fcingiioni  to  such  a  danger?  Yet  this  he  cetiaiolf 
woukl  have  done,  liajl  he  aulhonzed  <l:tlereiit  i:eiLgiai» 
whose  oppositioa  I"  each  other  in  belief,  and  in  [tie  of 
conducl,  must  be  an  endless  sonrce  of  dissensions  and  di 

adly.  It  was  the  constant  nraj;er  of  our  divine  SaVioni 
wblst  on  earth,  that  all  his  disciples  should  be  am,  as  ha 
and  his  heavenly  Father  w " '  " """' 


what  he  so  earaestly  had  at  heart. 

4thlj  The  Apostles  were  sent*  by  Jeans  Christ  to  teach 
all  nations  tlie  same  heavenly  doctrines  he  had  taught  them . 
to  administer  to  them  all  the  same  baptism  i  and  to  preach 
to  them  all  the  same  Christ  or  Redeemer.  By  which  it  is 
plain  no  room  la  left  for  variety  or  dilierence.  Hence  8E. 
Paul  declares.  That  there  is  hut  one  Lord,  one  Faith,  nM 
one  Baptism,  Eph.  iv.  5. 

Sthly.  Jesus  Christ  established  but  one  Church  for  all 


Ihat  will  mt  hear-  the  Chwch,  (not  churches,) 
.IS  the  heathen  and  the  publican.  Now  all  musi 
be  but  one  Church,  there  is  but  one  religion. 


be,  andthai  tk 

disciuaeit  is,  vihif  you  look  upon  the  R 
be  tha  unly  true  me. 

1st,  Because  it  is 
nations  and  all  ages  _ — _ „ 

2dly,  Because  it  is  the  only  religion  that  can  aflbrd  people 
reasonable  grounds  of  certainly  with  regard  to  their  laith. 

3dly,  IJocDuse  it  is  the  oidy  religion  whose  method  of  in 
etrucling  is  adapted  to  the  nature  of  man. 


uneof  the  Father,  sudor  Iha  San,  aad  of  tbe  Holy  Ghosl. 
"  Teacliln;  tbeci  to  obssrva  al]  Ibings  nbalaoever  I  have  eon 
ended  you  :  and  betioia  I  am  nilh  you  all  days,  even  to  lbs  coi 
iQiQiatlon  oflhe  world."    Halt,  ixviii.  18, 19,  20. 
t  -'  4iid  I  Bay  lo  thee    tliat  Ihou  en  Peter,  and   upon  Ih 

"And  I  will  give  id  Ihea  the  keys  of  tlie  kiri^om  of  heaver 
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fithly,  BetBUse  ii  is  the  only  Chrislijii  Society  that 
m  B  maoner  plain  to  ttie  weaiieat  csiHicity,  Cisce  u| 
(Tigin  to  Christ  and  hia  i      " ' 

""-Ij,  BecRusf  -■--■' 
iolated  the 
IV  do  ynu  si 

tmly  one  that  cati  unite  alt  ruUionB  laid  all  ages  in  the  tajne  n 
J^gMHa  aealimeitts  ? 

The  Roman  Catholic  Kelson  holds,  that  Jfisus  Chrisi 
haa  estsbliahed  a  Church  which  is  to  extend  to  all  imlirijja 
and  last  throughout  aU  ages ;  in  which  hs  and  his  liol) 
Koirit  will  always  reside,  and  teach  all  tmlha  to  the  Biic 
of  tune.  That  the  Pastors  of  this  Chnrcli,  aa  being  tin 
succeeaors  of  the  Apostles,  have  from  Chriat'i  own  inuutl: 
their  divine  comniisalon  to  inatnict  aiid  guide  Che  I'aitbliil 
together  with  his  promise  of  being  with  them  himself  con 
Stantly  till  the  end  of  the  world.  Whether  theae  tenets  Ik 
Inia,  18  not  now  Che  question — that  shall  he  discusSeri  in  Iht 
sequel.  But  on  Iheae  grounds  it  is  Chat  the  Roman  Cntliolu 
Church  has  always  claimed  as  its  prmMati'v^  an  ai^tliurilj 
derived  from  Christ,  to  which  every  individual  mnai  yiek 
atricl  ohedience  and  firm  aasent  in  religious  matters' 

This  authority,  constantly  anhsiatrng.  ia  whal  prevents  al, 
diftetence  or  disunion  in  religion  amongat  Roman  Catholics 
aiul  secures  them  from  the  danger  of  being,  as  SL  Pan 
says,*  carried  aboia  bv  every  imnd  of  doctrine.  Because,  aa  II 
lays  down  one  and  the  same  rnle  for  all  to  follow,  it  niusi 
Cffli^  to  unite  all  in  the  same  religions  aentimenls. 

But  no  aiieh  boud  of  union  subsists  in  any  other  religion 
For  it  ia  by  rejecting  and 
that  those  of  other  rel^iona 
deavoured.  anii  still  endeavc 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.     .     .   „ 
that  they  are  to  judge  and  decide  for  themaelves  ;  the  con- 

•tjquence  whereof  must  be,  and  m  fact'-  -  — .■..-^.- 

in  rsligioua  belief,  and  a  daily  splitting  ai 


'  appears  eviilent,  that 
only  calcolateif,  but  it 


rcli«io.i^  sentii 
Aw  in  VDH 


U  the  Romaa  Calhnlii  Religion 
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9Hiy  om  thai  ccm  o^ord  ptffple  rrna-maith  groundt  of  re 
mrA  regafd  to  thnr  faith  7 

E'Bij  one  kojwa  thai  the  srounds 

Calliolic  has  fo:  his  faich,  is  thai  au  ..  .   ^  

which  we  have  lusl  been  spsakhig  uf;  whereas  ihe  erounds 
<A  certainty  anj  other  person  baa,  ia  ouiy  hia  own  juajjinenC, 
or  what  ia  the  aame  thing,  that  interpretation  of  ScrJplure, 
ivhtoh  in  hia  opinion  ia  the  true  one.  Now  the  Roinnn 
Catholic  is  certim  that  the  Church  will  not  mialead  him ; 
h»l  a  person  of  any  other  religion  haa  no  reason  to  he  cer- 
tain but  he  ma}  be  misled  by  his  own  opinion  or  judgttiont; 
wherefore  the  former  haa  reasonahle  grounds  of  certainty 
with  regard  to  hia  faith  \  the  latter  has  not, 

Bui  hoar  do  you  rfAoir  that  the  Roman  Catholic  hat  ever^ 
rBunm  W  be  assured  the  Church  itM  not  vaxltad  him  ? 

From  Che  very  nature  of  religion,  the  Roman  Catholic 
use^  the  necessity  of  an  authnrity,  in  order  Vi  decide  all 
Clint roversies  that  rnay  arise,  and  to  preserve  union  . — he 
knows,  that  without  subordination  there  can  he  nothing  but 
confusion  in  either  church  or  stale,  and  that,  wiihunl  nn 
authority,  which  all  are  hound  to  acknowledge,  there  can  be 
■10  subonlinalion  ;^ — he  aees,  that  shaking  otf  the  yoke  o( 
authority  to  become  one's  own  guide  '  "'  "■•-.■- 
li.,;,..,  .„.,«  ji™...i..  i^nj  to  pfide,  t( 
tious  phreniy  ; — I 

h  heretofore  distracted  tlie  Christian 

'vorld,  have  all  arisen  from  this  want  of  subiiriasion  i  thai 
it  ia  the  essential  character  of  every  heresy,  Co  be  inain- 
taineil  in  opjioaitjon  to  the  Church's  anthoriCy ;  which  gave 
St.  Augustin  occasion  to  say,  that  As  might  err,  but  vsmld 
itM  Ad  ii  heretic  ;*  meanlnK.  Chat  he  was  aecuretl  from  heresy 
by  his  diaposidon  of  ready  obedience  to  llie  Church.  The 
Komai:  Catholic  further  sees,  that  the  bulk  of  mankind 
through  their  ignorance,  their  weakness  of  underslanding 
and  their  several  avocations,  being  incapable  of  esamining 
tbeir  Scriptures,  or  of  judging  far  themselves, must  uuavoida- 
hly  rely  upon  authority. 

From  these  motives  of  plain  reason  and  common  sense,  the 
Ruinan  Catholic  is  sufficiently  convinced,  that  to  be  guideil 
by  authority  is  his  indispensable  duty  ;  if  il  be  bis  duty,  it  is 
therefore  what  God  requires  of  him ;  and  surely  by  doing 

of  Ihs  w^on"..    Wha  "is  unileratoQii  bj  W'io^  an  opinion.  Ib  r^ 

wilhint  malolninlog  any  narUcular  BBnllmeiii.  folltpwa  unhesiu- 
Unelylhe  dcculniiarihe  Church.  nhkhChrisI  has  prBmlMiIia  » 
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•orail  he  cannot  be  mialad  by  following  tlie  a^iiftority  of  ths 
Cliurch. 

Tliis  conviccion  L>f  his  mind,  already  bo  weQ  grounded  in 
reaaon,  la  fiilly  straiigthened  and  qonlinned  whsn  he  come* 
to  read  those  clear  and  positive  texts  of  Scripture,*  vfhioh 
ehnw — lliat  Jeaua  Christ  himsalf  gaTa  his  authority  to  tha 
Pastors  of  the  Charrht— that  he  commanded  all  to  heur  and 
Douy  them  as  himself— that  he  would  take  as  offered  to  hioi- 
BBJf  any  contempt  or  disobedieiica  shown  to  them — that  in 
their  functions  of  teaching  and  itistruoting.  he  himself  would 
remain  with  them  for  all  days  until  the  end  of  the  world. 
That  he  would  send  them  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  who  should 
abide  with  them  and  teach  tbem  all  truths — that  whoever 
would  not  hear  the  Church  should  bo  considered  aa  a  hea- 
then and  a  publican — that  the  gates  of  hell  ehoulrt  not  pre- 
rail  agsinat  the  Church^ — tlutt  the  Church  is  the  PillBrnrid 
Omnnrt  of  Truth. 

I,  and  many  otliers  that 
dUc  has,  from  the  word  of 
tire  and  evirtent  confirmation  of  what  hti 
iwn  reaaon  had  already  told  him  of  his  Church's  Authority: 
rheuce  with  the  fiillest  confidence  he  may  rest  assured  that 
le  cannot  go  astray  under  her  guidance.  Such  are  the 
TOUIkIs  of  certainty  a  Roman  CathoUc  haa  with  regard  Ig 
r(s  faith  ;  and  evety  person  of  candour  must  acknowledge 
hey  are  Just  and  reasonable. 


'"■eeaceh 

elo  you:  as  the  Fmbsr  hath  sent  me,  I  also  .end 

"""■Whinh. 

Ihein:  Receh 

■'  Whose  « 

dasBjMthma 

"t'"  And  I'li 
P«aclels,thi 

li^^hhfmn 

""^wi'irnni 
''TheHr.1; 

had  8«dihis,habfewhBd  on  Ihem,  and  hs  mWw. 
■eyetlieHolyGbosL 

)u^shalU™k?'i!i87M^''™XeJ!'"^'a!joA^^^ 

;  and  he  ll.ac  deapJBeih  me,  despised  him  that  seat 

UWdUuh"o«,an'd>halUe'in''you,  '"""     ""' 

.  leavB  yoo  orphans."    Jsbn  xii,  IB,  n,  18. 

y  OhiBI,  whom  the  Father  will  geml  in  my  nomn,  In 
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Wefi,  aarf  *cw  do  f/ira  show  Ikai  a  ptrsoa  Johr  differs  fiia,  ItiL 
R^rman  Catfufiic  Chiirch  /uis  reiinan  lo/ear  bfing  led  iBttitb.  h§ 
nterpreiing  ihe  Sc-ipncre  acEon^ng  to  his  ovjn  opinion  andjudg 

He  aurely  has  evprj  reamin  to  fear  it,  when  be  coiiside/a. 
ihat  to  misUkB  an  opiniorj  is  what  d^il;  happens  lo  thoii- 
sanrlB  aiiil  IhouBimils,  in  other  Ibbs  difficult  matters  as  woU 
aa  in  religlion,  1b  not  tlii!.  even  what  he  himself  must  mj 
of  all  those  who,  following  their  own  opinion  as  he  dons, 
jet  diSer  ftom  him!  Is  it  not  even  the  nature  of  man,  U 
be  liahle  [0  error  of  judgment  1  And  what  privilege  can  h« 
pleJi'l,  10  be  exempt  from  the  common  lul  of  mankind  '     Is 

tlian  others  rio)  Such  a  Jiotion,  however  he  niiiy  flnilei 
hiiHself  with  it,  must  Hppear  presumption  and  tnllj'  in  tlis 
eyes  of  others.  Moreover,  by  petsuading  himsplf  lie  eaiiiiot 
go  astray  in  his  own  intarpretation  of  Scripture,  heassuniea 
tu  himself  that  inraUibility  he  denies  the  Itooiitn  Catholic 
Church.  Besides  all  this,  he  h»B  to  encounter  ajrainst  th.) 
certainty  of  his  opinion,  an  ailment  which  cannot  poaaibly 
^it  to  make  the  deepest  impression  on  im  unbiased  pers-in. 
I  mean,  that  the  sense  he  gives  the  Scripture  ia  contrsty  to 
the  sense  in  which  it  is  underatood  by  all  the  wiae  and 
learned  men  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  comprises  within 
its  pie.  and  contrary  to  what  is  acknowledged  lo  have  been 
beheved  by  fJl  Chnatendom  at  least  for  several  a™"     " 


_ .    ^  e  is  snrp  he  is  right 

in  foUowmg  ilia  own  opinion  and  judgment,  we  can  only  ba- 
aeech  God  to  give  him  what  Solomon  he^ed  of  the  Al- 
mighty for  himself,  that  ia,  a  docile  heart.  Butitia  sutficienUv 
plain  to  whoever  is  open  to  conviction,  that  he  ha^  no  jus) 

of  course  that  he  lias  no  reasonable  grounds  of  certainty  with 
regard  to  his  ftith. 

tain  and  inftitlihle™ opinion  is  not ;  whatever  persitasion 
therefore  is  built  on  ophiion,  cannot  be  faith  ;  hence  there 
can  be  no  true  or  real  faith,  but  what  is  grounded  on  autho- 
rity; that  is,  not  only  the  authority  of  God  revealing,  (which 
all  sects  pretend  to,)  bnt  also  the  authority  of  the  Church, 
as  the  only  sure  channel  tlu'ough  which  the  sense  of  revela- 
tion is  conveyed  to  im. 
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mM  in  Ihe  Buswera  to  the  loregOuig  qiiesUona,  ll.al  thia  it 
Ibe  only  tnethuL  wheteby, 

Firtl.  The.  igriuraiil,  the  dull  of  apprehsuBioii,  bikI  thus* 
iriiii  hsTe  ijiit  leisure  to  enHiniiie  the  Scriptures,  thni  is  la 
my.  iliB  greater  part  of  maakinil,  cua  be  at  ail  insttucied ; 
whereby, 

SeamiUy.  The  learned  fhemaeWea  can  he  m  instiiiuteii  as 
t>  remove  ail  Huctuation  and  doubt  from  then  iiunds; 
wtietehv. 

Tiirdly,  Both  leamail  and  ignorant  are  furnished  with  Ihe 
Bune  motives  of  belief,  atid  the  same  foundation  for  Ihfiir 
feith ;  wherebr. 

FmiTthly,  All  hereaiea,  Bchisma,  ond  dissensions  aboni  re- 
ligion are  prevented;  whereby, 

FifMy,  The  spirit  of  peaae,  of  meoknese,  of  humililj,  of 
dlRiilence  in  oorBelves.  of  Bubmiseiun  and  obeilieace.  thai  is 
to  say,  the  characteristic  virtues  of  a  disciple  of  Christ,  are 
incufcatad,  and  are  (brmetl  ui  us;  whereby  that  pride  and 
presumption  of  the  human  heart,  which,  as  St.  Paul  says,* 
txatted  iueff  agaiTtsI  lAe  btouto^e  of  Gad,  is  beat  down  and 
subdued,  and  brin^h  into  eaphvrty  ffvenf  wulsralawthig  to  the 
tbtdimct  of  Chriat.  Whereby  we  are  guarded  against  the 
wiidness  of  imagination,  the  illusions  of  self-love^  the  spirll 
of  party,  the  bias  of  education,  the  mfluence  of  prejudice,  anil 
so  many  sources  of  error  and  vice ;  whereby,  in  abort,  that 
holy,  that  rational,  lliat  amiable  religion,  which  Jesus  Chrisl 
broughtdown  fivim  heaven  as  a  blessing  li  mankind,  can  be 
taught,  can  be  enforced,  and  can  be  constantly  maintained. 
Now  as  the  method  of  instructing  by  authority,  is  that  which 
answeis  all  these  heavenly  purposes,  and  leads  man  to  vir- 
tue anil  happiness  in  a  manner  coiiformable  to  his  nature ; 
"'le  contrary  method,  whereby  people  are  deairad  to 


uii  01  mankind :  it  Follows  that  Che  Roman  Catholic  Reli- 
on,  which  la  the  only  one  thai  instructs  by  BUthority,  is  also 
le  only  Religion  whose  ntethod  of  instructing  is  adapted  to 


BtU  does  not  thia  doctriiUt  vthieh  enfirregs  the  neceaaity  arvi  the 
ob^tlion  of  bem^  guided  bif  Church  autkority,  f^td  to  make  jitro- 
ple  the  vatmls  tmrl  elavui  of  churchmen  I  Are  we  to  haodarink 
ntirreruum,  and  bfimUy  to  fomw  whatever  the  clfTf^  say  ?  Arethey 
RBI  men  as  loeU  px  others,  anil  aa  such,  are  they  not  liable  to  envr? 
Might  they  ttjil  pervert  their  authority  to  bad  purposeSt  and  maiu 

Oisjections  of  ihieiiort,  which  indeed  we  hut  tooofleri  hoM 
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ptoceeo  or  ly  !rom  ignoninCe,  pridB.  or  passion ; — they  man 
Immediately  T^gh,  if  we  but  calmly  Usten  to  llie  voice  of 
reaeon.  The  autlioiity  we  are  obliged  to  aubtnit  1«,  ia  not 
that  of  any  clergyman  speaking  or  acting  from  iiimself ;  but 
it  is  the  authority  of  the  entire  body  of  the  Pastors  of  tiie 
Church.  Each  clergyman,  in  Cha  dischi  rge  of  bis  functions, 
acta  as  the  Church's  deputy.  It  is  in  her  name,  and  by  hat 
ButhoriEy,  be  instructs  and  guides  the  feithful  committed  tc 
his  care.  The  submiiisian  and  obedience  paid  hioi  hi  thii 
capacity,  is .  paid  to  the  Church  ilaelf;  and  in  ^  b*<Ting  the 
Church,  WB  nbay  Jesus  Christ,  Can  tliis  reii»onatr.E  obs- 
ilience  (whioh  regards  only  the  concern  of  our  souls)  lie 
called  vassalsge  or  slavery  to  churchinen?  Oris  it  hood- 
winking our  reason,  to  submit  to  what  is  in  feet  the  auCho- 
rity  of  God  himself?  That  clergymeii  are  only  men,  like 
others ;  that  as  such,  Shey  are  liable  to  error ;  that  they 
miEht  possibly  pervert  their  authority  to  bad  purposes ;  aU 
this  is  certainly  true.  But  though  they  be  of  themsolvea 
liable  to  error,  and  capable  of  abusing  their  nutharity,  we 
have  nothing  to  fearbygivii^ourseWes  up  to  their  guidance, 
as  long  as  they  preach  only  tlie  doctrine  of  the  Church,  and 
conline  their  authority  to  spiritual  matters,  for  which  alone 
it  was  given.    It,  indeed,  any  clergyman  should  happen  to 

SrovB  such  a  traitor  to  tus  trust,  as  to  g^ve  out  a  doctrine 
illerent  from  that  of  the  Church,  (a  matter  which  would 
immediately  spread  an  alarm,)  or  if  he  should  be  imprudent 
enough  to  enforce  his  authority,  which  is  spiritual,  in  mat- 
ters that  are  merely  temporal,  every  one  knows,  that  in  the 
former  case  he  must,  and  in  the  latter  be  may  be  disobeyed; 
because  he  then  ceases  to  be  invested  with  tiia  authority  of 
the  Church  and  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  thus  we  are  secured 
from  (he  danger  of  being  (what  the  enemies  of  our  religion 
are  so  apt  to  call  us)  ditves  of  the  clergu^ 

However,  from  all  that  has  been  ^id  on  Mas  subject,  no 
one  can  doubt  but  that,  whdst  a  clergyman  goes  on  in  the 
onlinary  course  of  those  functions  the  Church  has  cut  out 
for  him.  he  is  entitled  to  the  respect  and  obedience  due  to 
the  minister  of  the  Chnrch  of  Jesus  Christ ;  this  quality  is 
never  to  he  overlooked,  on  account  of  anj  frailties  of  the 
person;  and  obedience  cannot  be  refus^  without  over 
turning  the  very  foundations  of  faith  :  hence  a  disposition 
ot  nivoU  against  the  clergy,  of  disobedience  to  their  au- 
thority, of  aversion  and  contempt  of  them,  carries  with  il 
all  the  malice  anil  guilt  of  heresy;  for  by  such  a  disposUion 
every  heresy  is  already  formed  in  ir«  cause;  and  fromthenc* 
■acli  particular  heresy  Hows  Ks  a  Etrenm  from  its  source. 
Ham  de  yoH  itea  lluu  til   Human  CalktUc  Rdipeti  iw  In 
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religitm  vAjcAt  of  oil  others-  ahoms  best  our  Samour'f  Utw  fm 
maxlimd,  and  hMt  kirn  funk  loatinOie  maal  omiM/:  Hsh1 1 

Prom  uhat  liaa  been  itlread;  said,  il  pIninLy  HiipeBra, 
tb'ittheKHnanCatholU!  Religion  is  the  oniy  one  thai  re- 
p  iiSBiits  gut  Divine  Redeemer  as  fulfilling  the  cliilies  of 
the  best  of  parents ;  in  pmcuting  ue  in&tniclions  the  niosl 

t roper  uid  most  suitable  <a  our  nature ;  in  becoming  evun 
imSelf  our  inefruttor,  and  thus  performing  his  iovirjjj  pro- 
mise, that  hg  would  ml  Uanevi  orjiluHia  ;  in  giviug  us  (hesiile 
himself,  the  invisible  guidej  s  visible  one,  we  csniiut  mis- 
taka,  that  will  guard  us  agalnat  going  aatray,  and  will  direcl 
EB  in  that  belief  wlweh,  under  pain  of  hsing  eternally  lost, 
is  required  of  us.  Our  Divine  Redeemer,  however,  ia  held 
forth  to  ns  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion,  as  providing  m 
with  the  most  precious  jbml  for  tlie  preservation  uf  our 
spiritual  life  ;  no  other,  indeed,  than  his  own  ever  adomble 

and  has  a  heart  susceptible  of  the  love  of  his  Cod,  though 
he  were  not  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  Roman  Calholic 
Religion,  yet  he  should  naturally  wish  it  was  true ;  as  it 
must  be  our  grealeat  happiness  in  this  life  to  have  such  visi- 
ble tokens  of  our  Saviour's  love,  in  the  secure  means  of  sal- 
vation he  has  left  us;  and  to  be  eo  firmly  assured  of  the 
ardent  desire  he  has  of  being  for  ever  united  with  us  in 
heaven,  by  the  ways  hia  love  found  out  to  be  united  with  us 
in  the  closest  mamiar  on  earth.  Such  ia  the  amiable  light 
in  which  our  SavioDris  held  forth  to  us  by  ihe  Catholic  Re- 
ligion :  a  light  in  which  it  is  plain  the  tenets  of  any  other 
religion  win  not  aUow  us  to  view  him. 

HotE  do  yau  sJunir  that  the  Roman  CtahoUc  Church  is  t}tt 
vnly  ChjUtinn  Socicly  that  «Hi,  in  a  numnn-  p/nin  (o  Iht 
vitah^sl  capacity^  iro/^  vp  its  origin  to  Christ  and  hU  ApoEllen  1 


Rome ;  their  visible  head ;  a  Bmnan  Catholi 
order  to  trace  op  his  Church  to  Christ  and  liis  Aposllea,  has 
nothing  more  to  do,  than  cuunt  back  from  the  present  Pope 
through  the  catalogue  of  his  predecessors,  till  hx  comes  tn 
St,  Peter,  the  first  Pope  and  Bishop  of  Ron 


hia  turn  the  Church  he  found  ealablished  belbre  hi 
the  Kcmnn  Catholic  has  a  regular  chain  of  beait  \ 
•  Juhn  Hi.  IC.  18,  n. 


B>  Google 


SIS 


an  Churnli--a  chain,  v-  u«!  links  are  closely  joino.!  aria 
bniig  uiie  ta  the  otlier,  from  the  tiret  to  the  last  ^  and  ever) 
in»<  must  nerceiTs  with  whnt  ease  a  Romaa  Catholic  may, 
hf  iinly  fc^lowing  this  chain,  trace  hia  Chureh  to  Cbrist  ana 

DuL  if  we  attempt  to  trace  the  oriein  of  any  other  sect  oi 
<i)ciKty  of  Christians,  we  find  ourealves  slopped  as  soon  S8 
we  come  to  the  author  of  that  sect,  and  the  time  of  its  torm- 
ug  a  sBuarate  congr^ation : — here  the  chain  is  b'oker., 
li«  line  of  succession  is  cut  ahort :  Irom  that  time  only,  and 
em  higher,  can  the  oi^it  of  thst  sect  or  society  of  Chris- 
tians be  dated ;  juet  in  the  same  manner  (to  use  an  ex- 
am|iiej  w  the  Bepubhc  of  Holland  cannot  be  traced  hi^hei 
than  about  two  hundred  years  ago,  when  the  seTen  Uniled 
Pnmncea  shook  off  the  joke  of  Spain,  and  formed  them- 
selves mto  a  separate  stats ;  end  aa  also  the  American  Re- 
public began  only  the  other  day,  by  separating  from  the 
liinpire  of  Great  Britain,  andcannst  therefore  Httempt  to 
<iate  its  origin  at  any  earlier  period.  Such  exactly  is  the 
Cass  of  every  Christian  Society,  except  the  Roman  Catholie 
Church,  whost,  origin  reaches  up  to  the  apostles,  whilst  each 
of  the  otheia  can  go  no  higher  than  the  time  of  its  separa- 
tion. And  hence  it  appears  plain  to  the  weakest  capacity, 
th^  it  ia  only  tlie  Roman  CathoUc  Church  which  can  trace 
up  its  origin  to  Cbrial  and  his  A.p08tlas. 

film  do  you  ihoai  thai  Ihc  Eomatt  Calhalic  Ckarch  is  llu 
milff  Christiatt  Society  tliat  hfa  not  violated  the  niatk  Artide  qf 
thuCrsBl? 

The  ninth  artisle  of  the  Creed  ia,  /  bclime  the  HoJy  Cothu- 
Ik  Ckixrch,  tht  Cojitnainiim  of  Saints;  by  which  worda  wa 
dpclare.  that  we  hold  as  an  article  of  our  belief,  a  true 
Church  of  Christ  constantly  subsisting  un  earth,  which  is 
nuly,  which  is  CathoUc,  (that  is,  universal.)  and  which  ia 
thai  communion  wherein  the  aaiuta  are  found.  Now  it  is 
plain,  that  breaking  off  from  thia  Church,  which  we  thuB  in 
the  creed  profess  to  believe,  is  certainly  violating  or  going 
aaainst  the  mnth  article  of  the  Creed.  But  tlie  B«i>ian 
Uithiilic  Church  stands  lotallj  free  from  this  charge,  hav- 
laall  theworld  linows,never  broken    "'"        

,  lioily  of  Christians, 
the  Caiholic  Church  :  being  ir 

dial  hna  all  along  subsisted  and  borne  the  name  0[  V?. 
lie.*— every  other  society  of  Christians,  on  the  contrary 
b]  iken  on  from  this  standing  boily,  baa  quitteil  its  i 
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uteiapt  to  aasign  reincFns  for  their  eeparacjon.have  ov  ihu 
ran  separation  viotated  the  iiimh  article  of  the  Creed. 

To  ruDder  tliis  argurneiil  quite  eliart  and  decisive,  we  mnj' 
thus  maaon  WLtii  eacti  and  every  iitjs  of  tliese  sects  : — At  the 
time  your  church  formed  a  separate  communion,  eithtirthfre 
«B8  a  trae  Church  of  Christ  siibsistitig  on  e^itth,  or  thote 
was  not: — If  there  was,  your  Church,  by  fb.iniiig  a  Ee|>a- 
rate  conuuuniun,  quitted  and  reiiounced  ihia  true  church  ol 
Clirist  ^— If  you  sa}  the-re  waa  not,  then  you  gi,Te  the  lie  to 
the  Cieeri,  in  as  much  as  you  make  it  propose  aa  the  o>>ject 
of  our  belief,  a  thing  that  did  not  exist. 

Thus,  without  further  inquiry,  we  see  at  once,  that  all  the 
difieront  sects  of  Christiana  who  are  separateii  frcm  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  carry  on  the  very  tees  of  them 
their  own  condemnation. 

ihU  is  it  n^f  tery  uneiutnutAle  to  btUeue,  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  Ckufch,  beifiiien  being  tfie  onbf  tnie  ChHrch,  u  the  onl^ 
toe  In  wfimh  sahntiOH  can  6s  obtained  f 

II  is  by  no  meane  uncharitable  to  beliere  this ;  no  m 
.1 —  1.  [g  qncharitable  to  believe  any  ; — '••'  — ■'■  — '- 
s  revealei.  No  Christian  can.be , 
of  charity,  for  believing  that  n 
thai  fea>  are  dAuscb  ;  that  it  ia  waier  fir  a  camil  to  pnea 
through  ths  eye  of  a  tieedle,  than  foe  a  rick  man  to  enUr  into 
the  kingdom  of  heatxn ;  that  bt  ycho  witl  not  Uiieiie,  it 
idrtady  jvdged;  that  without  faith  it  it  impoaaxbU  to  pUase 
God  I  tt^  there  ia  but  one  Faith,  one  Lord,  and  one  Baptism ; 
that  he  who  iv^t  nat  hear  the  C/tarch,  mbsf  be  crmiodere'l  <u 
the  heathsi  and  the  publican;  or,  iu  short,  that  Christ  at  the 
last  day,  shall  thus  sentence  the  reprobate ;  Go,  ya  evrvid, 
IhIo  tternal  fire.  As  the  firm  belief  of  all  these,  and  the 
other  terrifying  truths  which  frequently  occur  in  huly  writ, 
and  which  are  manifpetly  damnatory  of  th«  grea!  majurity 
of  Diankind,  as  well. at  this  day  as  in  all  foniier  agiis.  .'o 

eive  salvation.  Our  Saviour,  who  was  charity  itself ;  his 
Prophets  aiiil  ApoEtles,  who  were  animated  with  the  same 
divine  spirit,  <hd  all  respectively  deliver  these  formirlalde 
oracles,  while  their  hearts  glowed  with  the  tenderest  love  of 
the  unliBppy  objects  who  had  fallen  under  God's  displeasure 
Turks,  Jews,  Atheists,  and  the  numberteas  inlidel  tribes 
may  as  justly  upbraid  with  a  want  of  charity  every  denonn 
nation  of  Christiana  who  assent  to  the  jUlianasian  Creed,  oi 
who  admit  the  necessity  of  baptism  and  divine  faith,  as  oui 
separated  brethren  upbmiil  us  Roman  Catholics,  for  heliev 
tng  that  tiierc  is  only  one  true  religion  teveaied  by  the  Ood 
n  Truth,  and  that  the  Roman  Cat  Bolk  Religion  is  liial  tnu 
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ort  rfaepHrato(lChi1atitincommiinit[e6haTC,in  thnirn  ■ 
oi>iiii.m,  iin  indiBpatabla  claim  to  cJiBrity,  wbile  they  an 
heaitatingl;  ptonouiice  the  Ronum  Catholic  Beligion  dam 
lablt  and  idalatioui,  though  ptofeEwd  by  ths  greater  puTt  o 
CtiriEtendom,  it  is  doubtleas  becauae  they  conceive  that  sucli 
BeiilimentB  aid  langniige  are  dictatisd  by  truth,  and  because 
fheir  ccinacience  bears  them  testimony  that  thej  are  sin- 
-erply  well  attected  to  Roman  Catholics  and  infidels,  whila 
thfy  thus,  however  reluctantly,  condemn  them.  NowHoman 
Oathohca  feel  warranted  to  assert  their  claun  to  the  ten 
derest  charity  npon  the  very  same  grounds.  To  them  il 
dppeajs  as  urideiiiable  as  the  very  existence  of  the  Godliead, 
that  the  Religioa. revealed  by  him,  must  be  essentially  One, 
cooBistene  throujghaut,  and  perfectly  accordant  in  all  it  pre- 
scribes and  professes.  To  assert  Uiat  God  can  declare  to 
one  body  ol  Christians  thai  certain  pointB  are  to  be  be- 
heved,  and  to  another  that  they  are  not  to  be  believeil,  is 
■-  BttnbuM  to  liim  what  is  incompatible  with  his  verj 
nntute  it  would  authorize  the  inlidelity  of  the  Atlieisl, 
who  may  then  Iriumphantls;  boast,  that  he  can  never  he 
justly  condemned  for  reftising  to  believe  in  a  God  wlrfi 
contradicts  himeelf.  It  is  not  less  incredible,  that  aiuo'i); 
the  multitude  of  relMona,  more  than  one  can  be  right.  Bnl 
while  Roman  Catholics,  weifihing  maturely  the  distinctint 
Dualities  of  the  Church  eBtabUehea  by  Jesos  Christ,  percei  i  B 
tnat  tbwe  qualities  eiclusively  belong  to  that  ancient  snil 
widely  RitBnded  body  of  Christians  in  communion  with  tlie 
See  of  Rome;  they  at  the  same  tune  declare,  m  the  fac«ol 
heaven  and  eaith,  that  thev  are  strictly  bound  to  love  tlieli 
neighbour,  and  that  every  human  being,  let  his  religion,  hia 
practice,  or  his  prejudice  be  what  Ihej  may,  is  that  very 
neighbour  whom  they  are  bound  to  love.  Thay  further  with 
equal  solemnity  dectre,  that  as  to  live  in  hatred  of  any 
denomination  whatsoever  of  their  fellow  creatures,  is  to  live 
in  enmity  with  God,  so  to  die  in  such  hatred  is  to  fotfei' 
heaven,  to  die  reprobated.  Roman  CathoUcs  also,  whili 
Lliey  believe  their  own  religion  to  be  the  only  true  one,  a  < 
convinced  that  great  nunnbOTK  are  comprised  withm  its  pal  o, 
nho  do  not  adhere  to  it  by  any  visible  bond  of  oommunicn, 
A)  baptized  infants;  all  innocent  children  of  every  rt;i- 
gious  persuasion;  and  all  grown.up  Christirns  who  ht.»e 
(ireoerved  then:  Iraptismal  innocence,  though  they  make  i  lO 
outward  profession  of  the  Cathglic  faith,  are  yet  claimed  r« 
b<,r  children  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Noiihcr  hi'e 
we  any  difficulty  in  beheving,  with  many  individuals  of  m 
eCDimunion,  thai  there  are  several  in  the  British  empii'  u 
ooL  as  il.  other  countries,  professing  the  region  iiy  >  * 
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Htabli^ieil  there,  wlmae 

vdenl  Ime  of  Gflrt,  H'lil  s_... . 

triilh,  V!  they  bui  kiittw  il.  not  only  i)!"™  Uh  t\wm 

Eu  uilvsuiiii.  hut  aflbnl  theiu  mure  soliil  ^niiiiiilj)  tu  h>ijbi:i 

UiBl  lilesBiiig,  thuii  ihiise  ■Rotiian  Ciithohcs  have,  whii  live 

wko  cleiiy.  by  dieii  practice,  the  Mlh  wtuth  che;  prorpss. 

Art  Homait  CnthaUa  unighl  In  httioK  or  to  aaeirU  llml  all 
IkoBt  qfalfipT  Tvtiginjm  wQittf  dtamud? 

No,  nioet  assuredly  they  am  not.  [f  ignorance,  emhiTteieil 
bj  resBiilment,  has  eint  giTon  uIleranuB  to  similnr  eiptes- 
Bjona.  these  are  aol  the  lEUigdSge  of  Roinaii  Catholics  as 
such;  which  ftilly  a|jpear)  by  the  fbregoiiig  uiBwar,  au'l  is 
further  uianifest,  from  thfflrbeingtaughttu  helieve,  Uiat  tiuil 
'  luws  who  shall  ha  Ilia  by  laith  htuI  gciufl  works  ;  that 
'e  not  DOW  the  peopte  of  God,  who  shall  ooe  ilay  be 
ad  in  his  iuheritmico;  that  many  ahull  coma  fnunlhe 
d  from  the  West,  and  shall  sil  down' with  Abjahani, 
and  Isaac,  ami  Jacob,  iu  the  kiiigilom  oF  henTsii.  while  the 
chilclren  oftbi.'  Iiiugi'oin  shall  be  excluileri.  MoreoTcc,  liual 
p^raeveiance  v>  a  m^st  ptofound  socrel,  absolutely  iInpe^ 
Tious  to  mortals ;  it  is  petit  up  in  the  hosom  of  the  D.Jlj.  No 
man,  without  a  aneciat  reralation.  can  ascenain  what  passes, 
»\  the  momoiil  ol  death,  betweenthe  dying  Christian  anil  hia 
God.  it  is  uuts  earnestly  to  desire  eternal  happiness  for 
B"erv  fellow-ureature ;  to  work  out  out  salvation  with  fear 
and  tretribling  \  not  En  be  hish-minded,  nor  to  judge  others, 
tlial  we  ourselves  he  not  judged  ;  but  to  hope  humbly  for  all, 
m  the  iuliiiite  mercies  of  God.  through  Jesua  ChritU. 

BtO.  at  ieasu  in  itsflfveryvneh/mtaUe  in  RmnanVaifioliat^to 
abjure  all  mowier  of  conataudcatKn  m  reiigu/Ht  aerciife^,  with 
lho9t  i^etfry  othur  reUffiim  ? 

This  abjuration,  or  refusal,  so  far  (rem  being unoharilabte, 
is  in  their  mmd  enforced  by  the  truest  ..'hanty.  Convinced 
M  Roman  Catholics  are,  and  linnly  persuaded  that  there  is, 
and  (hat  there  can  be,  no  other  tnie  religion  than  their  own, 
they  cannot  consistently,  norcandidly,  nor  lawfully  aiipruve. 
or  even  appear  to  approve,  any  other  religion,  which  th^y 
cetlain'y  should  appear  to  do,  were  they  thua  to  join  in  thest 
religious  exercises,  or  frequent  places  of  worehip  beiongirig 
'  '  commuitiona.  Such  teihporixing;  conduct  Vma 
■   ■      ^      '     i,lKi,ayiiig  iho 


separated  hr 

md  therefore  into  a  moat  tianwrous  security. 
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ot.liP.rB,  the  preoiouB  gift  of  faith,  iBliioh  is  the  begin- 
ning of  solvation  ;  who  hast  made  me,  before  reason 
oould  direct  my  olioioe,  a  member  of  the  one  only  and 
true  Catholic  Chureb,  wberein  I  am  secured  from 
error,  Hnd  guided  in  the  road  Uint  lends  to  etevnal 
bliea.  Grant,  O  my  God,  that  I  may  never  prove  bo 
unj^i'ateful  as  to  waver  in  this  faith,  or  to  contradict 
it  by  my  eondwit;  bnt  that,  till  the  end  of  my  life, 
firmly  beiieving  what  it  teaches,  and  earnestly  endea- 
vonring  to  comply  with  the  duties  it  lays  down,  1  may 
mei'it  the  eternal  reward  tlioa  hast  promised  to  those 
who  persevere  to  the  end  in  tbej)rofe8sion  of  thy  faith 
and   the    obeervance   of  thy   cummandmcnta.     Ttiis 

Srace,  O  my  God.  I  ardently  implore,  through  the 
eath  and  passion  of  my  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  vho, 
■with  thee  and  the  Holj  Ghost,  liveth  and  reigneth, 
one  G  od,  world  without  end.     Amen. 
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